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THE ARAMAIC GOSPEL. 

Introductory. 

In The Expositor of last July there appeared an article 
from the present writer entitled, " Did St. Paul Use a 
Semitic Gospel?'' That article was confessed to be a 
mere side-issue to a much wider theme of investigation ; 
and though complete in itself, and of great importance, as 
seeming to prove that the words of the Lord Jesus existed 
in written form during the fifties of tl^e first century, yet 
the stability of its positions must ultimately repose upon 
the establishment, on other grounds, of the wider ques- 
tion. Was the Gospel wholly or partially first written in 
Aramaic? If the reader was conscious of a slight varepop 
vpoTcpov in the process of argument, it may perhaps be 
condoned by the fact that the order of discovery is not 
always the order of logic. The task then to which we wish 
to address ourselves in a series of articles about to appear 
in this magazine is to prove the existence of an Aramaic 
Gospel embedded in our pres&nt Gospels, and to unveil its 
contents. The method of research pursued in our investi- 
gations is certainly self-originated and independent, and 
though we shall occasionally come upon the track of other 
explorers, we shall for the most part strike out a path for 
ourselves. 

But before we proceed to the exposition of our method, 
it will be desirable to lay before the reader certain facts 
relating to the Aramaic language and to the Aramaic Gospel 
mentioned by Fapias, and also certain theories respecting 
these facts, so as to lead to a clearer understanding of 
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2 THE ARAMAIC GOSPEL. 

the entire subject. This preliminary matter we will throw 
into the form of answers to some brief and well-defined 
questions. 

I. By whom was the Aramaic language spoken ? 

The Aramaic language was spoken by the inhabitants of 
Mesopotamia and Syria; by the Mandeans, or Sabians, 
who lived in Assyria; by the Nabatheans, who at one 
time inhabited Petra and the Sinaitic Peninsula; by the 
Temanites of Northern Arabia; and, for at leasi two cen- 
turies before Christ, it was commonly spoken in Palestine. 
Besides this, for seyeral centuries prior to the conquests of 
Alexander the Great, Aramaic held the proud position of 
being the medium of intercourse between monarchs, states- 
men, and merchants over the whole of Western Asia. It 
was known to Eabshakeh the Assyrian (2 Kings xviii. 26), 
and also to the nobles of Jerusalem, but not, at that time, 
to the Jewish populace. Babshakeh insisted, we find, on 
delivering his insolent message in the Jews' language, 
nn^rP, so that all could understand him; whereas the 
Jewish nobles begged him to speak Aramaic, i^^D^H, that 
they only might understand. So also when the adversaries 
of Judah wrote to Artaxerxes to warn him of the danger of 
allowing Jerusalem to be rebuilt, Aramaic was the language 
in which the letter was written, and in which it is still 
extant (Ezra iv. 11-16), and the decree sent by Artaxerxes 
to revoke the former one was in the same language (Ezra 
vii. 12-26). Similarly, in the court of Nebuchadnezzar at 
Babylon, the one language in which the comrtiers, drawn 
from so many conquered nations, made themselves under- 
stood to one another was Aramaic; as we find (Dan. ii. 
4) when the Chaldseans came in to interpret the king's for- 
gotten dream, they spoke Jl^p^H. A misinterpretation of 
this verse has been the cause of much confusion all down 
the ages. Because the Chaldsean magicians spoke Aramaic, 
it has been inferred that that was the language of the people 
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of ChaldaBa; and hence Aramaic and Chaldee have been 
used as convertible terms. Luther, for instance, translates 
nvy\^ in Daniel ii. 4 " auf Chaldaisch," but in Ezra iv. 7 
"anf Syrisch." As distinct from this supposed Eastern 
dialect, that of Syria and Palestine was called Western 
Aramaic, or Syro^haldaic. The cnoeiform inscriptions 
have however revealed the fact that the language of 
Ghaldffia, though cognate, was vastly different from Aramaic ; 
and thus it is totally misleading for our Bible lexicons to 
be called " Hebrew and Chaldee " and for the Targums to 
be designated ** Chaldee Targums." The wide difference 
between Aramaic and the language of ChaldaBa is demon- 
strated, we say, from the inscriptions ; but it might have 
been inferred from Isaiah xxxiii. 19 and Jeremiah v. 15, 
where we are told that the language of the Babylonians 
was one which none of the Jews could understand, whereas 
the Jewish nobles understood Aramaic. 

A convenient division of the Aramaic dialects is (1) Syriac, 
(2) Mandaitic, and (3) Palestinian-Aramaic. It is con- 
venient geographically, and it is also based on an im- 
portant grammatical distinction ; namely, that the regular 
pre-formative to the third singular future is, in the three 
dialects, ^, /, and ^ respectively.^ 

n. What specimens of Palestinian-Aramaic have come 
down to us ? 

The specimens, as the name implies, are chiefly Jewish. 
The Aramaic portions of the Bible are Daniel ii. 4 to vii. 
28 ; Ezra iv. 8-16, vii. 12-26 ; and Jeremiah x. 11. The 
Book of Tobit also exists in Aramaic, in a unique MS. 
in the British Museum, which has been edited by Dr. 
Neubauer; but our chief documents are the Targums. 
When the Jews ceased to understand Hebrew, and the 

1 For farther information, the stadent is referred to Eaatzsch's Qrammatik 
dt9 BMUeh'AramdueJien, and Dr. Wright*8 Comparative Grammar of Simitic 
Lanffuages. 
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vernacalar was Aramaic, it became a practice in the syna- 
gogaes, in reading the law, to allow an interpreter, verse 
by verse, to translate the Hebrew into the vernacular. At 
first the interpreter was not allowed to read, he must utter 
his translation orally; but in course of time a guild was 
formed, and the translations became more uniform, until 
in the first or second century a.d. some one master-mind 
produced, as a "deposit" of the work of his colleagues 
and predecessors, the so-called Targum of Onkelos. This 
Targum is in every sense the most valuable ; and, with the 
exception of some subtle evasions of biblical anthropo- 
morphisms and of phrases adjudged to be derogatory to 
the Divine dignity, it is a remarkably accurate translation. 
There is in existence also a paraphrase of the Pentateuch ; 
that is, a very free translation, embellished with legendajy 
lore. This is of much later date than the Targum of 
Onkelos, and contains many Greek words. It exists in 
two recensions, known as the Targum of Jonathan and the 
Jerusalem Targum. Equally paraphrastic are the Targums 
on most of the rest of the Bible ; except Proverbs, which 
is a fairly literal translation.^ The Samaritan Targum ^ on 
the Pentateuch is also in Aramaic, but with an admixture 
of foreign words from various sources. The specimens of 
the so-called Palestinian-Aramaic outside the Holy Land 
are (a) some papyrus fragments and stone inscriptions 
written by Aramseans and Jews who sojourned in Egypt, 
some of which belong to the fifth century B.C. ; (b) the in- 
scriptions found in Tadmor (Palmyra) ; (c) some interesting 
Temanite inscriptions in North Arabia ; and {d) the Naba- 
thean inscriptions on rocks and tombs in Petra, Sinai, and 
the Hauran. Some specimens of the last two are given 

^ The Jews of Wilna have issued the Pentateuch in five small volnmesi with 
Targum and Babbiuic commentary. This is a fact worth knowing, as the 
Bibles of Bomberg and Buxtorf are difficult to meet with. 

' Dr. Brull has brought out in cheap form an edition of the Samaritan 
Targum in Hebrew square letters. (Frankfort.) 



THE ARAMAIC GOSPEL, 



by Dr. Neubaner in a valuable paper included in Studia 
Biblica. 

III. What are the peculiarities of Aramaic, as compared 
with Hebrew ? 

Hebrew and Aramaic belong evidently to two distinct 
groups of the great Semitic family. This fact has been 
very imperfectly recognised. Eichhorn, for instance, in 
advocating his theory of a Syro-Chaldaic Urevangelium^ 
constantly used Hebrew by way of illustration ; ^ and even 
Dr. Boberts speaks of Aramaic as '' a Hebrew patois'' ^ 
Hebrew and Aramaic are cognate, but too unlike to be 
placed in the same group. The group to which Hebrew 
belongs contains also Phoenician, Canaanite, and Moabite. 
But what is very remarkable is, that there is grave reason 
for doubting whether any of these peoples spoke this lan- 
guage originally. The PhcBnicians are said in Genesis x. 
to be a Hamitic people ; and their love of the sea, their 
skill in trade and manufacture, and their city-life distinctly 
declare them to be non-Semitic : and yet all their literary 
remains are in a dialect closely akin to Hebrew; so that 
they must have been immigrants, adopting the language of 
the aboriginal inhabitants. The Phoenicians called them- 
themselves Kenaani, and thus were the same people as the 
Ganaanites ; and consequently both were immigrants.^ As 
for the Abrahamidse, the evidence is not so strong ; but if 
Abram's cousins in Haran were Aramaeans (Gen. xxv. 20, 
xxviii. 5), and if Laban, as a good Aramaean should, called 
" a heap of witness " MJinn*2f IJI^ (Gen. xxxi. 47), had not 
Abram spoken the same language 150 years before ? If so, 
the Abrahamidae and Moabites were Aramaeans, and adopted 
the Hebrew language from the older inhabitants ''who were 
then in the land." 

^ Einleitung in das Neue Testament^ vol. i. 
^ The Expositob. First Series. Vol. vi., p. 81. 

' This view is ably advocated by Dr. Schrader in Rlehm's Ilandtoorterbuch, 
art. " Ph«nicien.'' 
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Bat to retnm. When the Hebrew stadent takes up the 
Targoms he finds himself in another field. This is not the 
place to dilate upon the grammatical differences; but the 
absence of the prefixed article, the rareness of the construct 
state, the disappearance of the " Vay conversiYe/* and the 
totally new conjugations will at once attract attention. And 
what strikes him more is, that some of the verbs which are 
most frequent in Hebrew are no longer to be seen. Such 
verbs as np^, to receive, "l^"! to speak, and n4^]j^, to do, are 
conspicuous by their absence. Perhaps the most remark- 
able thing is the thorough change in the simple verbs of 
"rest" and "motion." rh^f, to ''go up"; T}^, to "go 
down "; »12, to " go in " ; Kr, to " go out " ; and TO;^, to 
" stand," are not to be found in Aramaic. So also the 
verbs of "leading," -|?r», nn^, and ^TO; of "fleeing," D13 
and HDn ; of " departing," "l^D, "W, and 3^D, have no equi- 
valent in Aramaic. 

The science of Comparative Philology has made many 
interesting disclosures as to primitive culture and local 
origin by examining what words the members of a class 
of languages possess in common, and in what they differ. 
The former denote, of course, the words in common use 
before the dispersion \ the latter, the words which each 
people required to invent or borrow after the dispersion. 
I am not aware that this method has hitherto been applied 
to Hebrew and Aramaic, but the results are worthy of 
note. Both have the same name for " God " ; for " sea " ; 
for the ordinary relatives ; for the domestic animals, sheep, 
camel, horse, and cattle; and even for "ploughing" and 
" sowing " : but when we come to words descriptive of 
locality^ we find an important diversity. Both have the 
same words for " plains " and level ground : Hiypll, " a 
wide plain between two mountain ranges" ; "IW^D, "downs"; 
rh^'p, "lowlands"; and ^210, "a steppe," are all common 
to both: but to designate a "mountain," Hebrew uses 
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two words, in and ^^23, neither of which is found in any 
other Semitic tongue; and the Hebrew words for "valley/* 
pay, "ravine," H^l "cliff," ybv, are none of them found 
in Aramaic; yet they have the same words for "river," 
"ITO and b2V. From these facts we infer that the common 

T T - 

home of the two peoples was not a mountainous country. 

Then as to their social condition. They have both the 
same word for " dwelling," J1^3; but the words for " wall," 
"^11, noin, and VTJj *re not Aramaic words. The Hebrew 
word ^Tp, " a wall," is connected with the Aramaic KHjp, 
"a city"; but both come from a root meaning "to dig," 
which shows that the cities before the dispersion had 
" walls " of earth. As for collections of water, they have 
the same word for "fountain," 1^; for "pool," WK, and 
also for "well," 1N2 (Aram., H'J'^). This, taken along 
with the fact that they have common words for " plough- 
ing " and " sowing," shows that when the AramsBan and 
Hebrew parted company, they were living in much the 
same condition as Abram and Lot. Their residence toge- 
ther does not seem to have been embittered by warfare, 
for each language has its own word for "fighting"; and 
of the Hebrew words meaning " to kill " or " slay," the 
following six words, yvi, niD, JinS, IDH^, nx"J and 113? are 
without equivalent in the more peaceful Aramaic. As to 
the four points of the compass, the Hebrew tongue fixes its 
own locality by using D^, " sea," for " west ".; and 2^., " the 
desert," for " south." Aramaic of course does not use 
these words, but designates the east, south, and west by 
terms which denote respectively the rising, brilliance, and 
setting of the sun. Thus the Aramaic language does not 
fix its own locality — ^presumably there was nothing remark- 
able in its boundaries. As we have seen then, the evidence 
indicates that the common home of the Hebrew and 
Aramsean was a great plain, and that it was the Hebrew 
who emigrated. It is probable that this plain was that 
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of the Eaphrates ; bat it is perhaps premature to decide 
on this, until scholars have come to an agreement as to 
whether the primitive seat of all the Semites was in Arabia 
or Mesopotamia. 

lY. What explanation can be given of the fact that the 
vernacular of the Jewish people changed after the captivity 
from Hebrew to Aramaic ? 

Mr. Deutsch, in Smith's Bible Dictionary (vol. iii., 
p. 1638), gives the usual explanation of the gradual decay 
of the Hebrew vernacular in the fact that during the 
captivity in Babylon the Jewish exiles '' enjoyed full liberty 
of intercommunication with the natives, and were utterly 
unrestrained in the exercise of every profession and trade/' 
and hence became quite '' familiar with the Aramaic." Yet 
he does not seem to have been satisfied with this theory^ 
for in the article on '' Semitic Languages " in Kitto's 
Cyclopcedia, he says that^ the captivity, even allowing for 
successive batches of immigrants from Babylonia, ''does 
not quite account for the phenomenon of a seemingly poor 
and corrupt dialect supplanting so completely the other, 
hallowed by the most sacred traditions, that this became 
a dead language even in its own country." He then con- 
fesses that " the fact has not been sufficiently explained 
as yet." That is twenty-five years ago, and many things 
have been made clear since then. But there is one thing 
which was accessible to Mr. Deutsch which he fuled to 
notice, and that is, that even when the Jewish exiles had 
been home for a century, they still spoke in the Jewish 
tongue; for in the days of Nehemiah (chap. xiii. 24) the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem ordinarily spoke JT*T»n\ Clearly 
then they had not learned Aramaic in Babylonia ; and the 
deciphering of the cuneiform inscriptions has shown that 
they had no facilities for doing so ; for though Aramaic 
was spoken at court, yet the language of Babylonia was 
more like Hebrew than Aramaic, and very unlike both. 
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Farther, we now know that it was on the soil of the 
Holy Land that the Jews learned Aramaic ; for (1) the 
inscriptions of Petra have disclosed that the so-called Ara- 
bians (i.e. desert-rangers), of whom Geshem (or Gashmu) 
was chieftain, and who appear with the Samaritans in the 
very precincts of Jerusalem, first deriding and then oppos- 
ing the efforts of Nehemiah to rebuild the city, were really 
Nabatheans, speaking the Aramaic language. Ewald, in his 
History of Israel^ maintains that it was during the exile 
that the Nabatheans vanquished Edom, and began to esta- 
bUsh themselves in the deserted cities of Judah. Thus the 
returned exiles were exposed to Aramaizing influences on 
the south. And (2) on the north it was equally so. We 
find in 2 Kings xvii. that the colonists sent to dwell in the 
depopulated towns of the northern tribes came from the 
towns of Babylonia ^ and from Hamath.^ Now the Hama- 
thites, though originally a Hamitic people, most probably 
spoke Aramaic. But besides this, the cuneiform inscriptions 
also narrate that the Sargon who dismantled Samaria sent 
the remnants of several conquered tribes of Northern Arabia 
into Samaria' — ^tribes which were akin to the Temanitcs, 
and who with them had paid tribute to Tiglath-pileser II. 
But it has, as we have said, recently been discovered that 
the Temanites spoke Aramaic, and therefore we infer that 
the kindred tribes which were sent by Sargon '' to the 
land of the house of Omri " also spoke Aramaic. In this 
way (along with the dominant influence of Syria during 
the Seleucid period) do we account for the historic fact 
that Samaria and Galilee came to speak Aramaic as the 
vemacxQar. Thus the returned exiles were immigrants 
wedged between two Aramaean peoples ; and consequently, 
first Judsea, and then Jerusalem, gradually succumbed : so 

' Compare Schrader's Cuneiform Inscriptiont and the Old Teitament, toI. i., 
p. 268. 

* Sehrader, op. cit., p. 273. • Op. ci7., p. 2GU seq. 
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giadiiaUy, that they retained the name if 'EBpat^ SioXamK 
for the speech of the Jewish peo^e, even afier they spoke 
Aiamaic. That this is so is dear from the &ct thai, 
thoo^ every specimen of Semitic extant in the Xew 
Testament is Aramaic, yet ^Apafuuari never occurs, and 
the words Bethesda, Golgotha, and Gabbatha, all Aramaic 
forms, are all said to be 'EffpaiarL Dr. Neubaner is of 
opinion that Jerusalem did not saccnmb to the Aramaizing 
influence, but that in the days of Christ the populace 
spoke a modernized Hebrew. His reasons are given at 
length in Studia Bibliea^ vol. i., p. 45 seq., and they certainly 
prove that new-Hebrew was spoken by the learned. But 
there is one hd which Dr. Xenbaaer has overlooked when 
he maintains that the papular dialect of Jerusalem was 
Hebrew ; and that is, that the field in which Judas com- 
mitted suicide was called (Acts i. 19) by the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem in their own tongue (t^ ISia StaXexT^) ^AxekSafLa, 
But this is Aramaic, KOT ^, "field of blood "—the 
Hebrew for "field" being • fj/^J. This seems to prove 
that eyen in the holy city the people spoke Aramaic. 

y. In what language did the Saviour deliyer His dis- 
courses ? Is it probable that He was able to converse both 
in Aramaic and Greek ? 

This is a question of deep interest to every Christian, and 
the more one loves the Lord Jesus as a personal friend the 
more wishful will he be to know decisively. The all but 
unanimous testimony of scholars is that He spoke Ara- 
maic. This was certainly the vernacular of Galilee, and 
the few Semitic words spoken by our Lord which are left 
embedded in the Greek of our present Gospels are all 
Aramaic. These are words which were felt to be too 
precious to be translated; and though they are few in 
number, they are amply sufficient to show that, even if the 
Saviour could speak Greek, yet Aramaic was the language 
of His home and of His heart. The names Boanerges 
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(Mark iii. 17) and Cephas (John i. 42), given to the 
three fiaYoiiTite disciples, are Aramaic. And when Jesus 
took the deaf and dumb man aside privately (Mark vii. 34), 
and " looked to heaven and sighed," the language of the 
sigh was an Aramaic word, nJ]}5)J1K, which is, for euphony, 
transliterated i^^aOd. And when the Saviour stood over 
the lovely form of that child of twelve summers in the house 
of Jairus, and the heart of Jesus spoke in its native tongue 
to that which was innermost in the reviving child. He 
used the Aramaic words ^ly^p >^{l''/'2) " Maiden, arise." In 
Gethsemane He used the precious word lAfifia (2^3K) ; and 
when, as the Mediator, He hung upon the cross, the words 
of despair which He uttered, linked as they are so essentially 
with the great vicarious purpose of His death, are left, as 
too precious to translate, in the very words in which they 
were spoken, ^^plttf KD*? ^^N '•^K, Eli, Eli, lama shabaqtani? 
This is pure Aramaic. The word p2p does not occur in 
Hebrew at all, but its import may be gathered from such 
passages in the Targums as these : Buth i. 16, '* Entreat 
me not to leave thee " ; Psalm xxxvii. 25, "I have not 
seen the righteous forsaken" ; ver. 28, "The Lord loveth 
judgment. He forsaketh not His saints." The fact that our 
Lord quoted Psalm xxii. 1 in Aramaic shows, that, even if 
we may not infer that the Targum had been committed to 
writing thus early, it was the Aramaic form of the psalm 
which had endeared itself to the Saviour's heart. 

It is well known that there have been some few scholars 
who have maintained that Christ habitually spoke Greek. 
In the first series of this magazine there was an interesting 
controversy between Dr. Boberts and Dr. Sanday on the 
subject. Dr. Boberts must certainly be admitted, as the 
result of much research, to have brought to light many 
neglected faciB to prove the prevalence of Greek in the Holy 
Land. He shows that the conquests of Alexander intro- 
duced a new leaven into oriental life. Greek supplanted 
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Aramaic as the one language of commerce, and as such 
was spoken by tradesmen and artisans ; and many also 
among the nobles were fascinated by the new pleasures 
which Grecian civilization opened up for them, and adopted 
Greek names and Greek dress. To my mind, Dr. Boberts 
has proved "that Christ spoke Greek" — i,e. was familiar 
with the Greek tongue ; indeed, I intend to bring forward a 
new line of reasoning which seems to prove that some of the 
sayings of our Lord are preserved to us in the very words 
in which they were spoken. One could wish one had been 
more successful in this search. It would be a pleasanter 
task to prove that all the sayings of Christ recorded in 
our Greek Gospels are " the ipsissima verba which pro- 
ceeded out of His mouth," than to prove that those words 
have been lost; yet the stem logic of facts leaves us no 
other recourse than to admit that the discourses of the 
Saviour were, for the most part, delivered in the Aramaic 
vernacular — in the mother-tongue — ^the language in which 
love speaks to love and heart to heart. We intend how- 
ever to prove also that the precious words were at a very 
early period committed to writing, and that each of the 
synoptists in his account of our Lord's discourses trans- 
lated from this Aramaic document ; and it is not a hope- 
less wish that in those passages which the three synoptists 
have in common, the Greek may be re-translated into the 
very words the Saviour used. What a gain this would be 
to sound scholarship, as well as to theology, we need not 
pause to describe. 

YI. What evidence have we that the discourses of the 
Saviour were, in the first instance, written in Aramaic ? 

The earliest testimony on this subject is to be found in a 
quotation from Papias given by Eusebius in his Ecclesias- 
tical History, Papias was bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia 
in the earlier half of the first century, and he says that he 
learned from John the presbyter that " Matthew compiled 
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the oracles in the Hebrew (? Aramaic) language, and each 
one interpreted them as he was able" {MaT0alo^ fiev ovv 
'E^pa^i Sia\iKT(o tcl \6^ui avveTu^aro, •qpfirjvevae 8' air a o)? 
j}v hvvaro^ ixaaTo^). There are not many texts of Scripture 
which have been more controverted than this brief state- 
ment. First of all, we have a '' various reading/' which 
however does not affect the sense seriously. Many of the 
Grermans read a-vverd^aTo^ while our English scholars give 
crvveypa^oTo^ the difference being that of '' compiling " and 
"composing." Then it is disputed whether Papias knew 
of a Greek Matthew ; but the aorist ^pfii^yevcre is usually, 
and correctly, regarded as indicating that the time when 
the Aramaean Matthew was used was already long past, and 
probably if the Se clause were forthcoming it would allude 
to the translation. Most important is the dispute as to the 
meaning of the word Xoyut. On the one hand, scholars of 
very different schools restrict the word to its classic import, 
and hold that the Aramaic Matthew was '' simply a collec- 
tion of discourses," '^ the oracular or Divine utterances of 
the Lord Jesus " ; while others regard our Greek Gospel as 
merely a translation from the Aramaic. Dr. Lightfoot, for 
instance, in his Essays on Supernatural Beligion, appeals to 
Bomans iii. 2, where the whole Old Testament is called 
Xoyia ; he also quotes from Philo and Clement, who use the 
word as synonymous with " the Scriptures " : and hence 
infers that the Aramaic Xoyca mentioned by Papias com- 
prised our entire Greek Gospel. But our surest guide as 
to the meaning in which an author uses a word is to con- 
sult the author himself: and when we find that Papias 
composed a work, Explanation of the Oracles of the Lord, 
Aoyitov KvpiaK&y 6^177170-49, and that this consisted largely 
of an interpretation of the discourses of Jesus ; confirming 
(?) Btafie/Saiovfieyof;, his interpretations by sayings more or 
less fabulous, which he claims to have traced to the circle of 
the apostles ; and when we find that Papias, in comparing 
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the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, speaks of the latter as 
containing ra xnro rov Xpi^a-rou fj \£')(jSevra fj irpaxOivra, "the 
things said or done by the Christ/' and says also that Mark, 
in contrast with Matthew, does not give a avvra^i,^ r&v 
KvpcaK&v XoyUov (or Xoycov), i,e. " a compilation of the oracles 
of the Lord/' — we must admit that the word Xoyui, as used 
by Papias, means chiefly the Lord's disconrses ; though it 
might also include a brief narrative of the events which 
served as a setting for some of our Lord's most important 
utterances, and apart from which they are unintelligible. It 
is our intention to advance a method which will serve as a 
touchstone to decide on the contents of the Aramaic Logia^ 
and we shall find that it contained almost all the discourses 
of Jesus and some of the narratives in a condensed form. 
And as to the connexion between the Aramaic Matthew 
and our present first Gospel, we believe that our Greek 
Gospel is a second and enlarged edition of the Aramaic, 
written after the lapse of some years, when the Church had 
begun to realize that it is not the words of Christ merely 
that demand our attention, but that His life and works are 
also Divine oracles, revealing to us the Father. 

Papias is not the only Church Father who records that 
Matthew wrote a Gospel t^ 'EPpaihi SiaXi/cr^. Pantsenus, 
who preached among " the Lidians," says that Bartholo- 
mew had preceded him, and left there the writing (jpa^) 
of Matthew in Hebrew letters. Further testimonies on 
the subject are collected by Meyer on Matthew, pp. 4-8. 

Vn. What theories have hitherto been held as to the 
probability that Mark and Luke used the Aramaic Gospel 
in the compilation of their *' Memoirs " ? 

To answer this question fully would be a tedious and a 
thankless task. Theories on this subject have sprung up 
on the fertile soil of Germany, like the fabled warriors from 
the teeth of the dragon on the soil of Boaotia, meeting with 
the same fate — ^mutual destruction. But it should be borne 
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in mind, that if ever the knotty problem of the synoptic 
Gospels is to be solved, it must be by the resuscitation of 
some theory thought to be effete ; for every possible theory 
has been advocated, and every one has also been stoned 
and dragged out for dead. We will restrict ourselves then 
to some of the most important of these theories. The first 
great name which claims attention is that of Eichhom, 
who thought he had discovered the contents of the Syro- 
Chaldaic UrevcmgeKum in the forty-four sections which the 
synoptists have in common. Whatever is found in all the 
i three Gospels belonged in his judgment to our Aramaic 

Gospel, written about the time of the stoning of Stephen. 
This primitive document was circulated, and was gradually 
expanded in three different districts by different authors, 
and then each was translated into Greek. The use of 
some two of these secondary documents by the synoptists 
explains the cases where two of them agree ; while other 
documents had to be sought as the source of the passages 
in which each of our evangehsts stands alone. Led on by 
the criticism of opponents, Eichhom was continually dis* 
covering fresh UrJcunden in a somewhat arbitrary way, 
considering himself called upon to specify the document 
from which each verse in our synoptists had been culled. 
The theory of Eichhorn caused an immense sensation 
throughout Germany for some years, but the excessive 
ingenuity and arbitrariness of its later accretions caused it 
to fall into disrepute. Its chief fault was its dead mechan- 
ism. It made the Gospels a mere mosaic of pre-existent 
materials. It allowed too little for prevalent peculiarities 
of style in each Gospel, for the independent idiosyncrasies 
of apostles and apostolic men, still less for inspiration. It 
quite ignored the fact that each Gospel has its raison 
d'etre; that each evangelist was supematurally endowed 
with a sublime conception of Jesus and His work ; and that 
in the choice of materials, the arrangement of details, the 
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omission and insertion of incidents, each evangelist was 
dominated by his own divinely given conception of the 
Christ. The Tubingen school of some twenty years later 
was a reaction against this stolid mechanism. It sought 
for a raison d'etre, and was so far right ; but was wrong in 
finding it in a supposed antipathy between the Pauline and 
Petrine sections of the Church. 

The next great scholar that we would name as having 
investigated the Papian Matthew is Schleiermacher. He 
came to the conclusion that the Logia was nothing more 
than a collection of our Lord's sayings ; and also that the 
proto-Mark was not nearly so large as our Mark, but simply 
the notes which Peter gave to Mark, and thus our Gospels 
are not in either case the writing to which Papias refers. 
He was opposed by Weisse, who shows that Papias' de- 
scription of Mark answers admirably to our canonical Mark. 
Then came Knobel, who held that the Aramaic Logia and 
the canonical Mark were the two oldest independent docu- 
ments, and the sources from which chiefly our Gospels 
of Matthew and Luke were compiled. Meyer maintains 
that the Aramaic Matthew was gradually expanded by the 
interweaving of historical matter. Thus enlarged, it was 
translated into Greek, and became our flrst Gospel. In its 
Aramaic form it was used to some extent by Mark and 
Luke. Mark was written before Matthew was enlarged, 
and the author of the canonical Matthew (who was not 
Matthew himselQ made use of Mark. Then comes Weiss 
who claims to have improved on his predecessors in two 
ways : (1) in the discovery that the Logia contained many 
narratives in addition to the discourses of our Lord. (2) As 
Meyer, he held that Mark and Luke had the Logia before 
them in writing — not however in Aramaic, but in a Greek 
translation. 

Thus we see that there is a strong body of opinion that 
the common matter of the synoptists was taken from a 
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written source ; and we see that several scholars of the first 
rank have maintained that the Aramaic Logia was trans- 
lated into Greek by each of the three synoptists. This is 
the conclusion to which we also *have come by thoroughly 
independent investigation. There is a counter-theory ^ first 
advocated by Gieseler, which, through Bishop Westcott's 
influence, has been extensively adopted in this country, 
and has recently been presented in fully developed form by 
the Rev. Arthur Wright. This is the theory of oral tra- 
dition. The advocates of this view remind us of the fact 
that the memoirs of Christ's life were recited in the 
Church by the catechists, and committed to memory by 
the catechumens; and they seek to explain the variations 
in the homologous matter of the synopists by two human 
imperfections : (1) the necessarily variant account which 
different equally-credible witnesses would give of the same 
incident; and (2) the imperfection of human memory in 
transmitting orally the same discourse. The great objec- 
tion usually urged against this theory is, that it does not 
explain the agreement of our Gospels, which is not simply 
one of words, but sometimes " extends to finishing touches 
and details of expression, as also to its introductory and 
transitional formulae, and in many cases continues through- 
out long speeches and even series of narratives such as 
could never have been transmitted in oral tradition" 
(Weiss : Introduction, vol. ii., p. 209). We wish to add a 
more forcible objection to the theory of oral tradition. If 
it can be shown, as we hope to do, that the variations in 
the common matter of the synoptists are, in numerous 
cases — and we hope to bring forward more than sixty — 
due to a variant translation of a common Aramaic original, 
then the theory which would explain them by the errancy 
of oral tradition must be admitted to be inadequate, if not 
untenable. 

J, T. Marshall. 

VOL. in. 2 
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ON THE TITLE, ''SON OF MAN." 

A LITTLE work has recently appeared, Tfie First Three 
Gospels, their Origin and Belations, by the Bev. J. Estlin 
Carpenter, the modest and unpretending form of which 
hardly does justice to the chaxacter of its contents. This 
is indeed the one thing that I should most regret about it. 
The book is addressed, in my opinion, to an inappropriate 
public. It is published in a series of ''Biblical Manuals," 
under the auspices of the Sunday-school Association (Uni- 
tarian) . It may therefore be inferred that it is intended 
for the young. And for the highest class of young pupils 
it is in many respects excellently fitted. It is written 
with a clearness of development and a flowing ease of style 
which draw on the reader and prevent his interest from 
flagging. There is just the right degree of warmth about 
it. It is elevated in tone, without being stilted or rheto- 
rical. Even one who does not sympathize with the 
author's point of view, and who cannot profess to be 
indifferent to his conclusions, will find them presented with 
as little unnecessary friction and aggressiveness as possible. 
These are considerable merits, and the author is fully 
entitled to the credit of them. The drawbacks are : First, 
as I have said, that the book is addressed to a wrong public. 
Books for the young are not the proper field for critical 
experiment. They should be confined to ascertained and 
acknowledged fact. Theories which depend upon critical 
premisses should first be threshed out in the schools before 
they are taken down into the highways and hedges. They 
should first be propounded in a form in which they can 
be adequately discussed and tested. The writer should have 
before his eyes the wholesome knowledge that he is writing 
for scholars who will not allow his statements and theories 
to pass unquestioned. It seems to me that Mr. Carpenter's 
book has distinctly suffered from the fact that this has not 
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been the case. Much of it is not really suited to the young, 
and if it had been submitted in the first instance to those 
for whom it is suited, it would, I think, have been written 
differently. 

This is the second qualification that I should have to 
make in regard to it, that it looks at first sight critical 
in a higher sense than it really is. I do not refer merely 
to certain unguarded expressions, such as on p. 115, where 
it is assumed without a hint of doubt that the last words 
of Mark i. 1, '' The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
[the Son of God] ," are an interpolation, although they are 
wanting only in a single uncial MS. (K), and although their 
omission (supposing them to be genuine) might be due to 
one of the commonest of accidents. I do not say that 
the omission has nothing to be said for it ; but the right 
verdict is doubtless that of Drs. Westcott and Hort, that 
" neither reading can be safely rejected." It is a more 
serious matter when we find a sentence like this on the 
fourth Gospel: "The rich background of nature and society, 
the variety of occupations, the manifold touches which 
reveal the teacher's close and loving observation of his 
countrymen, are merged in a few great and universal ideas, 
in whose glow all local colour has been blanched away.'* 
The first orthodox commentary on the Gospel that is taken 
up — ^Dr. Westcott's or Dr. Plummer's — will show that this 
is the very reverse of the fact.^ The fourth Gospel is really 
full of local colour, and to deny this is to give a wholly 
misleading aspect to the evidence on one of the most funda* 
mental questions. 

The synoptic Gospels are less dangerous ground, and Mr. 
Carpenter gives a critical analysis of these to which little 
exception can be taken. His last three chapters are indeed 
a welcome sign of the progress which is being made towards 
agreement on this head. The Gospel of St. Mark is placed 

' Speaher^i Commentarj/t p. v ff. ; Camh, Greek Test., p. xxvii ff. 
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about the year 70 a.d., and that of St. Luke some ten years 
later, both very probable dates. And if there is a ten- 
dency to bring too far down the latest toaches in the Gospel 
which bears the name of St. Matthew, it is acknowledged 
that the mass of the materials of which it is composed are 
older. The whole of this part of the case is stated with 
moderation, and I should myself feel that it would not be 
difficult to arrive at an understanding about it. It is how- 
ever rather strange, and perhaps not without significance, 
that the chapters dealing with this side of the subject are 
the last in the book. They come in rather as an orna- 
mental appendage to the reconstruction of the history than 
as the foundation on which it is based. And accordingly we 
find that the critical determination of the sources has had 
less to do with the main body of the book than might have 
been expected. It needs, in fact, little reading between 
the lines to see that certain dominant ideas are present to 
the mind of the author throughout, and that his decision 
on particular points is far more affected by them than by 
any strictly objective documentary standard. There looms 
before him a dim ideal of what he conceives that the Christ 
ought to be ; and if the Gospels do not of themselves yield 
exactly that ideal, they must be corrected into accordance 
with it. 

This is to me another disappointing feature in the book. 
It claims to be critical, and it uses a critical language ; but 
when it comes to be looked into, the criticism will be found 
to be far more subjective than objective. And, as a conse- 
quence, it will satisfy the author himself, and those of his 
own way of thinking, more than others who differ from him. 
An example may be seen in the appendix dealing with the 
title " Son of Man," which contains the central and distinc- 
tive idea towards which a great part of the volume may 
be said to be working. The treatment of this title is, to 
the best of my belief, new and original ; and although I 
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cannot regard it as at all tenable, it may yet seem to deserve 
some closer examination. 

Mr. Carpenter's idea is, briefly stated, this: He thinks 
that our Lord did not really use the title in the sense attri- 
buted to it in the Gospels. He would link on the actual 
use to the context in which it originally occurs in the book 
of Daniel. It will be remembered that the first instance in 
which the phrase occurs in any exceptional sense is in con- 
nexion with the vision of the four great monarchies : the 
first represented by a lion; the second, by a bear; the third, 
by a leopard ; the fourth, by a monster with iron teeth and 
ten horns. The Ancient of days takes his seat upon the 
throne of judgment ; the last of the beasts is destroyed, 
and the others deposed ; and there comes with the clouds 
one "like unto a son of man," who is brought before the 
Ancient of days, and receives a dominion which is uni- 
versal and eternal.^ There is some little divergence in the 
interpretation, especially of the second of these symbolical 
creatures; still there is no doubt that they stand for a 
succession of monarchies, according to the most common 
view, the Babylonian, Median, Persian, and Macedonian, 
or the empire of Alexander and his successors. In con- 
trast with these, the Form "like a son of man" repre- 
sents, no doubt, in its primary significance, and in the 
horizon of the prophet, the idealized, regenerated, purified 
Israel. From a Christian point of view it is not wrongly 
transferred to Him who embodied and fulfilled the ideal 
vocation of Israel. 

Mr. Carpenter however — quite reasonably from his stand- 
point-adheres to the primary application to a regenerated 
Israel. He thinks that the use in the Gospels grew directly 
out of this. The " Coming of the Son of Man " he takes 
to be a synonym for the triumph of " the kingdom," that 
great social change and renovation to which there can be 

^ Dan. vii. 1-14. 
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no doubt that Jesus looked forward. In more than one 
passage the equation is found in the Gospels, '^ Coming of 
the Son of Man," = "coming of the kingdom " {e.g. in Mark 
ix. l = Luke ix. 27 = Matt. xvi. 28). These passages Mr. 
Carpenter takes as a key to the explanation of the rest ; 
and he skilfully works out the view that, wherever persona- 
lity is ascribed to the Son of Man, this is due to a misun- 
derstanding of the real teaching of Jesus. What He said 
impersonally the Church, at a very early date, understood 
personally. Starting from the belief that Jesus was the 
Messiah, His disciples soon cajne to refer what was meant 
for the Messianic people to the Messiah Himself. Hence 
the existence of a number of passages in the Gospels in 
which Jesus is made to speak of Himself when in point of 
fact He did not do so ; hence in particular the appropriation 
of a large group of sayings in which mention is made of the 
"Coming of the Son of Man," from the inauguration of an 
age of righteousness, or coming of a righteous people, to 
the personal coming, or Second Coming, as we are in the 
habit of calling it, of the Messiah. 

I have said that this hypothesis is skilfully worked out, 
but I do not for a moment believe that it is true. It in- 
volves, as will be seen at once, a wholesale rewriting of the 
Gospels. It is no doubt the case that there is one impor- 
tant group of passages in which the title " Son of Man " 
is specially connected with this future or Second Coming. 
There is no great difficulty in re-interpreting these in the 
sense desired. But there is also a number of other passages 
which are broken up entirely by the attempt to force any 
such meaning upon them. These have to be got rid of by 
less legitimate methods. 

No very great straining is indeed involved in the explana- 
tion of the question in Matthew xvi. 13 (" Who do men say 
that the Son of Man is?") as a simple periphrasis for ** that 
I am " which is found in the other two Gospels. Nor is 
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it in itself difficult to account by this expedient for the 
occurrence of the phrase in the predictions of the passion, 
although the persistent way in which it is repeated on all 
the four occasions where these predictions are uttered (St. 
Mark viii. 31, ix. 9, 12, 31, x. 33) cannot fail to arrest 
attention and arouse some misgiving. 

Mr. Carpenter does not allow that these predictions were 
BO precise as they are made to be. He thinks that Jesus 
knew the risks He was running, and that He deliberately 
fstced them ; but the definite predictions he would explain 
rather as '' the Church's apology for Messiah's death. The 
stumbling-block of a crucified Christ was removed if it 
could be shown that he had himself predicted his end in 
conformity with ancient prophecy."^ But then he goes 
on to attribute a dehcate tact to those who first gave shape 
to the traditions, which makes a larger demand upon our 
opinion of them. 

** But why should Messiah be here designated * Son of Man ' P Be- 
cause in the formation of the tradition the language assigned to Jesus 
accommodated itself to his historic utterances. Now the synoptic 
Grospels never represent him as designating himself as the Messiah. 
He does not repudiate the title when it is offered him, but he care- 
fuUy refrains from assuming it; the official designation is never on 
his lips. It was impossible then that the Church should exhibit 
Jesus as habitually employing a name which he carefully avoided ; 
and the Messianic feeling therefore had to embody itself in some other 
tei*m which could find a sanction in his own practice. Such a term 
was ready in the name * Son of Man/ which had been employed by 
Jesus to describe the immediate advent of the 'kingdom' in which 
God's will should be done on earth as it was in heaven." ^ 

I leave it to the reader to say how far a procedure of this 
kind — at once so bold in its recasting of one set of facts and 
so sensitive and scrupulous in its regard for another — was 
probable in the circles in which the Christian tradition was 
formed in the middle of the first century. 

But however this may be, there are other cases which are 

* The Synoptic Gospels, etc., p. 374. > Ibid, 
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more intractable. One such comes early in the synoptic 
narrative, and is deeply seated in the triple tradition. In 
the healing of the paralytic at Capernaum our Lord pro- 
nounces an absolution over the sick man and then heals 
him, claiming the right to forgive sins as the ** Son of Man." 
Mr. Carpenter objects to this that it "involves the concep- 
tion of a causal connexion between the sin and the disease 
virhich it is difficult to believe that Jesus really entertained," 
and that it is contrary to the view implied in His question 
about the eighteen on whom the tower of Siloam fell.^ Bat 
is there no connexion between sin and disease ? Is there 
any reason why there should not have been such a con- 
nexion in this particular case ? The catastrophe at Siloam 
is not parallel. A further objection is, that the part about 
the forgiveness of sins comes in a.s a parenthesis. It is a 
parenthesis (in St. Mark) of some six verses, and is found, 
as we have seen, with remarkable closeness of language in 
the other synoptics. It therefore goes back as far as the 
documents can take us, and clearly belonged to their com- 
mon original. Incidents like this are needed to sustain the 
charge of blasphemy ; and the mere fact that one part of a 
narrative is separable from the rest by no means proves 
that it ought to be separated. 

Another example follows soon after this. Oar Lord sup- 
ports the act of His disciples in plucking the ears of corn, 
not only by the precedent of Abiathar, but also by laying 
down the principle that " the Sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the Sabbath," to which, according to St. 
Mark, He adds the further corollary, " so that the Son of 
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath." A natural and appro- 
priate climax, say we, to whom the title " Son of Man " 
presents no difficulties : '' exceedingly unsatisfactory " is 
Mr. Carpenter's verdict ; but the difficulty in his eyes is 
clearly not critical, but dogmatic. 

» rage 378. 
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It is not surprising that the passages against which a 
criticism of this kind is directed are many of them those 
which Christendom specially valaes. 

" Whosoever would become great among you, shall be your servant : 
and whosoever would be first among you, shall be servant of all. For 
verily the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give His life a ransom for many " (Mark x. 43-45). 

It is observed upon this that, while St. Matthew is 
in almost complete verbal agreement with St. Mark, he 
introduces 

** the saying about the Son of Man with * even as * instead of * for.' 
Bat the very fact that the phrase receives this introduction * awakes 
the suspicion that we are presented rather with a comment or reflec- 
tion of the narrator than with a word from Jesus ; and it contains a 
reference to the mystic efficacy of his death which shows at once what 
is the significance of the name ' Son of Man,' and appears to be duo 
rather to the interpretation of the Church than to the word of the 
teacher. The equivalent in the third Gospel, Luke xxii. 27, * I am 
among you as he that serveth [ministeroth],' is much more direct. " 

According to the critical analysis, the presence of a phrase 
in two out of the three authorities decides its claim to 
acceptance as representing the common original of all three. 
Mr. Carpenter himself appears to recognise this principle ; ^ 
but he ignores it altogether when it comes into collision 
with what he considers a priori probability, i.e. with any- 
thing that favours the thesis which he aims at proving. 

No better foundation seems to underlie the rejection of 
Luke xix. 10, the commendation of Zacchseus : " To-day is 
salvation come to this house, forasmuch as he also is a 
son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save that which was lost." 

It is admitted that it cannot be proved, but at the same 
time suggested as '' not improbable, that some original utter- 

1 The ancients were less careful than we are iu preserving causal connexions. 
For instance, in the Latin Tersions enim and autent are frequently treated as 
almost interchangeable. 

' Pages 264, 266. 



26 OX THE TITLE, ''SON OF MAN:' 

ance of Jesas has been cast by the Church into this form, 
and that the phrase has grown oat of the effort to pour* 
tray Messiah as the world's redeeming power, the Sayiour 
even of the lowest of mankind." We cannot help asking, 
Whence came that effort ? It certainly was not prompted 
by the current Jewish conception of the Messiah ; and it 
can hardly have been derived from any other source than 
the teaching of Jesus Himself. 

There is more that is attractive in the acute observation 
that the mention of blasphemy " against the Son of Man " 
in Luke xii. 10 (=Matt. xii. 32) may possibly have arisen 
from misreading of an original which had the " sons of 
men'' Call their sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of 
men "), as in the parallel context of St. Mark. But here 
we have again the agreement of two of the synoptic 
columns against the third; so that we should have to 
believe that the same misreading lay behind each. And 
if there is a questionable element in the passage about the 
sign of Jonah (Matt. xii. 40= Luke xi. 30), that element 
is contained, not in the allusion to the Son of Man (" so 
shall the Son of Man be [a sign to this generation] "), 
which is common to both accounts, but rather in the 
expansion of this which is found in St. Matthew. 

It will have been seen that too many of the examples 
quoted above are not only not suggested by the critical 
analysis, but directly opposed to it. The temptation has 
been too strong to choose, not that form of a saying which 
approves itself as most original, but that which lends the 
most support to the hypothesis which is being advocated. 
Mr. Carpenter, I cannot but think, has been progressing too 
fast. He has formed his theories too soon, and allowed 
them to mix themselves with his statement of the facts. 
I can only see in the result a confirmation of what I have 
long held, that in order to get at any sound conclusion 
about the synoptic Gospels we need to execute a ''self- 
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denying ordinance/' and for some safficient period of time 
exclude all theories of this higher sort] involving the super* 
natural, whether in the way of afi&rmation or of denial ; and 
that we should confine ourselves strictly to the critical 
problem of ascertaining what is the absolutely earliest form 
of the tradition, and by what steps and gradations other 
later forms are built up round it. We have Mr. Bush- 
brooke'a Syiwpticon^ but we have not yet that series of 
close and minute studies for which it ought to furnish the 
text. And pending the prosecution of those studies, I . 
would respectfully invite the authors of '' biblical manuals " 
such as that of which I am speaking to think twice before 
they engage in what may be a spreading broadcast of error. 
It must not however be supposed that my sole objection 
to the particular theory before us is that it involves the 
re-writing— and the premature re-writing— of the Gospels. 
Another group of reasons, historical rather than critical, 
tells in the same direction. There is one marked omission 
in Mr. Carpenter's argument. He says nothing (in this 
connexion) of the Book of Enoch. Probably the simplest 
interpretation of this silence is that he sets down the 
passages impUcated as of Christian origin. The view is that 
of a minority of critics : still it is held by Dr. Drummond 
in his Jewish Messiah; and I. can quite understand his 
colleague sharing the opinion. The point is however 
important, not to say vital, in its bearing upon the whole 
question. Perhaps this is another instance in which the 
exigences of a school manual have interfered with the 
proper scientific discussion of a problem which demands 
science. If the so called '' parables " in the Book of Enoch 
are pre-Christian, then the whole conditions of the problem 
are different. In that case it cannot be questioned that 
the title ^' Son of Man " was already applied, before Jesus 
used it, to the personal Messiah. Here for instance is a 
passage which excludes all doubt upon the subject : 
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'* There I saw One who had a head of days [i.e. was old], and His 
head was white like wool ; and with Him was a Second, whose counte- 
nance was like the appearance of a man, and His countenance was full 
of grace, like one of the holy angels. And I asked one of the angels 
who were with me, and who showed me all the secrets, concerning this 
Son of Man, who He was and whence He w^as, and why He goes with 
the Head of days. And he answered and said to me : This is the 
Ron of Man who has justice, and justice dwells with Him ; and all the 
treasures of secrecy He reveals, because the Lord of the spirits has 
chosen Him, and His portion overcomes all things before the Lord of 
the spirits in rectitude to eternity. And this Son of Man, whom thou 
hast seen, will arouse the kings and mighty from their couches, and the 
strong from their thrones, and will loosen the bands of the strong, and 
will break the teeth of the sinners," etc. (Book of Enoch xlvi. 1 ff.).* 

There are several other passages equally explicit, and all 
much to the same effect. Schiirer places the chapters in 
which they are fomid about the time of Herod the Great. 
He argues that there is nothing in them which is not 
entirely explicable on Jewish premisses ; that they are 
either wholly Jewish or wholly Christian, the hypothesis 
of interpolation being inadmissible ; but that if they are 
Christian, the wonder is that they are not more Christian, 
as they speak of the Messiah only as coming in glory and 
for judgment, and do not give a hint of any other coming 
in a state of suffering and humiliation.^ This seems to me, 
I confess, sound reasoning. There is nothing to identify 
this Judge of quick and dead with the historical person of 
Jesus of Nazareth.^ We may observe further that judg- 
ment is threatened mainly against heathen potentates 
and tyrants and not upon individuals. This is exactly 
in accordance with the temper of the Jews, who consoled 
themselves for the oppression from which they suffered by 

' I have followed the translation from the Ethiopic by Schodde ( Andover, 
1882), except for one slight verbal alteration. 

2 Neutegt. Zeitgeich, ii. 626. 

^ Dr. Dmmmond admits that ibis is *' a formidable difficulty" (Jewi&li 
Messiah, p. 61), and therefore does not assert that the " parables" as a i^hole 
are post-Christian, bat has recourse to the hypothesis of extensive interpolation. 
Allowance should in fairness be made for the possibility of this. 
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the prospect of seeing their cause avenged ; but it is far 
less in accordance with the spirit of primitive Christianity. 

I think therefore that the balance of probability is de- 
cidedly in favour of the pre-Christian origin of the passages 
in question. But I incline to this view still more because 
of what appears to be the excellent historical sequence if we 
assume that to be the case. If we suppose that the title 
" Son of Man " was already attached to the personal 
Messiah before the coming of Christ, then it seems to me 
that all the facts fall beautifully into their places. Mr. 
Carpenter takes up the very paradoxical position that 
Jesus accepted undoubtedly Messianic titles when they 
were applied to Him by others, and also (if I understand 
rightly) that He was Himself conscious of a Messianic 
calling; but that He never spoke of Himself directly as 
the Messiah unless it were in the one character as 
" Servant of Jehovah." ^ In other words, he will not 
allow the name " Son of Man," which our Lord is made 
to give to Himself in all the Gospels, and he will allow the 
name " Servant of Jehovah," which He does not explicitly 
give to Himself in any of the Gospels, although it was 
undoubtedly given to Him by primitive tradition.* Let 
us make the contrary assumption, and see with what a 
delicate felicity and appropriateness the standing title in 
the Gospels is chosen. I take it that among the Jews at 
the Christian era, at least among such as shared the lively 
expectations which were then abroad of the great deliver- 
ance which was approaching, it was distinctly understood 
that the '' Son of Man " meant " the Messiah." At the 
same time it was not a common title, because the ordinary 
usage of the phrase ''son of man" in the Old Testament 
pointed to that side of human weakness and frailty which 

> See p. 125. 

« Of. Matt. xii. 18; Acts iii. 13, 26, iv. 27, 30; Clem. Rom. Ad Cor. lix. 2, 3, 
4; Doct. XII. Aposi. ix. 1 ; Mart. Polyc. xiv. 1, 3. 
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the zealots of the day least cared to dwell upon in the King 
for whom they were looking. Bat the very reason which 
led them to avoid the title induced our Lord to take it. It 
expressed His Messiahship definitely enough for His pur- 
pose ; bat it expressed it in that veiled and saggestive way 
which characterized the whole of B[is teaching on His own 
person. At the same time, it conveyed to those who had 
ears to hear the whole secret of the incarnation. That 
which the Jews shrank from and ignored He rather placed 
in the forefront of His mission. He came as the repre- 
sentative of hamanity, not miUtant and triumphant, but in 
its weakness and suffering. He was made in all points like 
as we are, though without sin ; so that we might not have 
a High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, but who can bear gently with the ignorant and 
erring.^ He entered into human nature, and took it as a 
whole. That very side of it which men were wont to dis- 
parage and to try all they could to escape from He made 
peculiarly His own. He did so, not only in order to make 
it the point of contact, the recipient and conductor for 
His own boundless love and sympathy, but also in order 
to show that through it lay the true path of salvation ; to 
demonstrate in act as well as in word that he that findeth 
his life shall lose it, and he that loseth his life shall find 
it ; that the true disciple must take up his cross ; and that 
even an apostle must learn that when he is weak then is 
he strong. 

We note then, running through our Lord's use of this 
title two veins of meaning side by side. On the one hand, 
the Son of Man is He who shall come in the clouds of 
heaven and judge all nations. On the other hand, it is as 
Son of Man that He mingles in the innocent festivities of 
life, as *' eating and drinking," though in the same capacity 
He " has not where to lay His head " ; it is as the Son 

^ Heb. iY. 15, ▼. 2. 
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of Man that He forgives sins, and comes to seek and to 
save them that are lost ; it is as the Son of Man that He 
foretells His own passion. Other names hring out His 
other aspects as the Logos, face to face with God from 
all eternity ; as the Son of God, who alone is admitted to 
the innermost counsels of the Father ; as the Son of David, 
bom of the royal lineage, and claiming «His royal preroga- 
tive ; as the anointed Prophet, as well as King ; but there 
is none like this which so touches the tender place in the 
hearts of men, or which so explains the paradox of victory 
through suffering :" I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto Me." 

Lastly, the form and manner in which the phrase is used, 

— ^the very rhythm, we might say, of the sentences in which 

it is foxmd — stamp it as original. It was natural enough 

that the seers in the Book of Daniel and in the Book of 

Enoch should speak as they do of the Son of Man in the 

third person ; but it was by no means so obvious that the 

Messiah should consistently adopt this objective way of 

referring to Himself. Surely we have here one of those 

individual and characteristic touches which make the figure 

of Christ, for all its universality, stand out in the Gospels 

with such distinctness. It is a touch no less individual than 

that by which the fourth evangelist at once conceals and 

reveals his own identity. We may indeed be pardoned for 

the conjecture that on this point the disciple has not been 

unaffected by the example of the Master. And it is equally 

striking that as in the fourth Gospel the term " Logos," 

though used by the evangelist, is never put into the lips 

of the Lord, so throughout the New Testament the term 

" Son of Man " is reserved for the Lord Himself, with the 

single exception of the exclamation of St. Stephen.^ But it 

.is another matter when we are told that this scrupulously 

consistent, and beautifully harmonious and significant usage 

1 A6t8 vii. 56. 
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is all dae to a misanderstanding, and that it is the ^ork, 
not of Christ Himself, but of the early Church. Many of 
us will doubt the power of the popular imagination to pro- 
duce effects so much above its own level. But indeed on 
all grounds the hypothesis seems to be an untenable one. 
The texture of the Gospels is too closely knit to allow room 
for it by any process of critical elimination, and to intro- 
duce it is to make the history of the founding of Christianity 
less coherent and less intelligible. 

W. Sanday. 



THE PEAYEB OF FAITH. 

'* But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a 
wave of the sea driven by the wind and tossed. For let not that man think 
that he shall receive anything of the Lord. A man of two minds, he is unstable 
in all his ways." — James i. 6-8. 

Before we enter on the main theme of these verses there 
are two critical points to be noted, to each of which we 
must give a moment's attention. St. James says that the 
man of dubious or double mind must not expect to receive 
anything of ** tJie Lord.** Now on the lips of any other 
Apostle, *' the Lord " would stand for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
On his lips it stands for God, the Father Almighty, as we 
may see by comparing ver. 5 with ver. 7 : "If any of you 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God**; "Let not that man 
think he shall receive anything of tJie Lord.** Obviously 
" the Lord " of the latter verse is the ** God " of the former. 
Here then we have a new indication that St. James re- 
mained a Jew after he became a Christian. Unlike the 
other Apostles, he used this term "the Lord" in the Jewish 
sense, as it was used by the Hebrew prophets. With him, 
as with them, "the Lord*' stood for Jehovah, not for 
Jesus. 

Again, St. James had another Jewish habit. The Hebrew 
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poets were fond of playing on words in a doable sense. So 
was St. James, as we shall have to note again and again. 
But he is not responsible for the pun on "wave" and 
"wavering" in ver. 6. That is due to our translators. 
There is nothing to warrant it in the Greek, which is, quite 
accurately, rendered in the Kevised Version, " Let him ask 
in faith, nothing doubting : for he that doubteth is like the 
surge of the sea driven by the wind and tossed." I have 
retained the older rendering- of the Authorized Version 
simply because the pun is quite in St. James's style, and 
in translating it is well to maintain an author's characteristic 
style BO far as we can. 

And now for our main theme — the sequence of thought 
contained in these verses. 

" Man is bom to trouble, as the sparks fly upward " : 
BO at least we often say; so Job said. But, at the most, 
the saying is only a half truth. It would be quite as true 
to say, " Man is bom to joy, as the birds to sing," and 
even more true. Before his troubles came upon him in 
such blinding succession and force, Job himself, translating 
his own experience into abstract forms, would have said, 
"Man is born to tranquillity, enjoyment, peace." And, 
after the Lord had "turned his captivity," and given him 
"twice as much as he had before," he saw and acknow- 
ledged that it was good for him to have been afflicted, that 
out of his sorrow there had come a truer, finer joy. We 
are too apt to follow his example, and judge the lot of man 
from our own ; and even in judging of our own lot we 
commonly fall into two mistakes. 

First, when the keen edge of pain is pressed on our 
hearts, we forget how much there is in life, and even in our 
own life, that is bright and cheerful ; how fair the world is 
in which we live ; how much kindness we receive from our 
friends and neighbours; and how many opportunities we 
have of showing them kindness and of doing them good. 

VOL. III. 3 
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When we are troubled by the cares of home, we do not 
for the moment remember through what large spaces the 
conmion charities and pleasures of home have nourished 
our hearts and made them joyful. When we are troubled 
by the cares of business, we do not for the moment re- 
member how much we have gained from business, how 
much of wholesome occupation, how much training in 
manliness, in tact, in power to deal with men ; we forget 
how miserable we should have been if we had had no daily 
task to occupy and steady and brace us. When we lose 
one whom we love, we do not for the moment remember 
how many are left to love us ; in the keen sense of how 
much we have lost in losing him, we forget that here, in 
our very loss, is a new opportunity of proving that we were 
not unworthy of his love, if only we nerve ourselves to serve 
those who were as dear to him as to us, instead of indulging 
in an unavailing grief. We sigh, " Man is bom to trouble ! " 
and forget, for the time, how much tranquillity and joy the 
days have brought us. And thus, before we are aware, we 
libel God, the Giver of all good, and even assume that it is 
pious to utter this libel on His goodness ! 

The second mistake we make is in not discerning that 
trouble itself is designed to conduct us to the true joy, the 
supreme good of life. The most valuable of all possessions 
is, as we have seen, a pure and noble character, a perfect 
and entire spiritual manliness. Even while we are on earth 
our happiness depends far more on our character than on 
our outward conditions ; for men of high and fine spiritual 
character are happy in all conditions, from the lowest to 
the highest, from him who has not where to lay his head 
to him who has not where to bestow his goods. And when 
we die, when we leave this world, our character still more , 
directly determines our fate. Of all that we have we can 
only take this with us — oar character and the fruits it has 
borne, whether in the habits it has formed for us, or in the 
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deeds it has prompted ns to do. We shall take oar hahits 
with us, and oar works will follow as. Clearly^ then, oar 
main task in life is to form in oarselves that noble and com- 
plete character which is the mainspring of happiness both 
here and hereafter. If yoa were aboat to emigrate to the 
antipodes, and of all year possessions there was only one 
which yon coald take with yoa, and that the very thing 
which had most promoted year well-being before yoa started, 
woald yoa accoant yoarselves wise were yoa to bend year 
attention on everything else, and neglect only that ? Bat 
we must^ all of as, soon emigrate to another world. There 
is only one of oar possessions that we can take with as — 
oar self, oar personaUty, oar character, sach as we have 
made it. Can it be wise of as, then, to attend to every- 
thing bat this, to anything more than this ? Is it wise to 
be for ever parsning gains that we mast leave behind as, 
without mach regard to their effect on character ; or plea- 
sores, the very focalty for which we shall lose when we die ; 
or so to live among oar £riends as not to make sare that we 
shall meet them again beyond the sea, in the new world to 
which we go ? 

If we were wise, we shoald take the coansel of St. James, 
and make character oar sapreme end and aim. We shoald 
welcome whatever will help as to be " perfect and entire, 
lacking nothing." We shoald coant it all joy when we &11 
into the divers trials by which we are made constant in oar 
fidelity to Gk>d — ^to trath, i.e., and righteoasness and charity ; 
and thas we shoald acqaire the divine art of extracting joy 
from troable itself, and a cheerfal strength from the painfal 
tests to which we are kindly exposed. 

** Bat," it may be said, *^ sach wisdom, thoagh we crave 
it, is beyond most of as. It is high ; we cannot attain anto 
it." With what comfort, then, shoald the assarance come 
home to oar hearts, that, if any of as lack wisdom, lack this 
wisdom, we have only to ask it of God, and He will give 
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it to as, and give it withoat upbraiding as either for asking 
80 macb, or for not having asked it before ! How welcome 
should be the assurance that God will give us the very 
wisdom for which we sigh, and which seems beyond our 
reach, not because of any virtue or desert on our part, but 
simply because He is God the Giver ; because He gives to 
allf and not only to us ; because, in His boundless goodness 
and bounty. He rrmst give, and still give, and give again, 
just as the sun must shine. 

We are very ingenious in tormenting ourselves, and often, 
when at last we have learned what the true wisdom of life 
is, and have come to long for it, and have even asked God 
for it, we mournfully conclude that He will not hear our 
prayer, either because we are not worthy, or because we 
have asked amiss. Let us therefore lay to heart the pro* 
mise of St. James : " If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who giveth to all men, U}ith simplicity (i.e. 
without reserve, without duplicity, not keeping the word 
of promise to the ear, only to break it to the hope), and 
chideth not, and it shall be given him'' 

We shall need all the comfort we can get from this 
assurance, and from the fact that it is based on the very 
nature of God Himself; for the holy Apostle goes on to 
warn us that in one way we may ask amiss, ask so as not 
to obtain, even when we are asking wisdom to form our 
character and guide our lives aright. God is the Giver, 
indeed. He lives only to impart Himself, to bless us with 
all good. But even He cannot give us a good we will not 
take ; or rather. He may and does give it to us, but He 
cannot compel us to use it for our good ; and if we do not 
use it for good, we must abuse it to our own hurt and be all 
the poorer for His bounty. 

God gives as the sun shines, on the evil and on the 
good ; but it is only the good soil that takes the benefit 
of its light and heat. Nay, more, bold as it may sound, I 
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will tmdertake to show that God has given, given to each 
one of us, this very wisdom — wisdom to mould character 
and guide life aright — for which we nevertheless ask, and 
do well to ask, Him. He has it who uses it, and he who 
uses it not ; we all have it, however imperfectly we act upon 
it. For is there any one of us who does not see at times, 
is there any one of us who does not see at this moment, 
that to have a noble and complete character formed in us, 
to become perfect and entire men, such as Jesas was, is our 
highest conceivable good — ^highest in life, in death, and in 
the life to come, the good which is both most valuable in 
itself and most enduring? Bat if we do, we all have the 
wisdoni we ask, though we do not use it to the full. The 
defect is not in God, the Giver^ but in us, the askers. 

What is this defect then ? How comes it to pass that, 
longing for the trae wisdom of life, asking for it, having it, 
we yet feel as thoagh we had not received anything of 
the Lord ? St. James suggests the answer. We are men 
of two minds instead of men of one, and therefore we are 
as unstable as water, nay, as foam^ and do not reach the 
excellence for which we sigh. Even when we pray for 
vnsdom, we waver in our choice. If we crave wisdom, we 
also crave an ease, a gain, an enjoyment which is incon- 
sistent with wisdom and the use of it. Instead of being 

r 

* like a mighty river which steadfastly presses on its way, 

I sweeping all obstacles before it, we are like a wave of the 

sea^ driven and tossed now this way, now that, the sport 
of every wind that blows. This is that fatal flaw in our 
nature which defeats our endeavours after true T^^isdom. 
We are not of a single heart, we are not of one mind, we 
are not of an undivided will in our high quest. 

Now is not that true? St. James does not charge us 
with hypocrisy, with pretending to a goodness we do not 
possess, or with feigning a desire for goodness we do not 
feel. He simply charges us with vacillation^ with incon- 
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sistent aims and desires. '' Oh, yes," he seems to say, 
''yon want to be. good, want it quite sincerely; bnt then 
you want many other things as well. At times you want 
them more. You shrink from the effort which goodness 
involves. You know it is wise and right, the true wisdom, 
the one duty, to serve God and your neighbour, and you 
wish to do it ; but at times you shrink from the trouble of 
leaving'your room and your book to serve a neighbour, or 
from the thought and emotion without which you cannot 
worship God. You sincerely desire to carry your religion 
into your daily life ; but you cannot always be at the 
pains to control your temper, or you have not the' courage 
to discountenance a dishonest custom, or to refuse a profit 
which can only be obtained in doubtful ways." 

This, and such as this, is what the Apostle means when 
he reminds us of our instabiHty, our two-mindedness, of 
the fickleness of our hearts, of our divided wills. Elijah 
had the same thought in his mind when he upbraided the 
Israelites with the challenge, " How long halt ye between 
two opinions?" or, more exactly, "How long halt ye 
between two paths'}'' — one foot on the higher path and 
one on the lower, so that they made little way, and were 
thrown into a distorted and ungainly attitude. 

We all know what the Prophet, what the Apostle meant, 
for we have all limped on Elijah's two paths ; we have 
all been as waves on St. James's sea, now rising toward 
heaven, now sinking toward the abyss. Or, only slightly 
to change the figure, we have all wavered on the waves, as 
Peter did when, no longer keeping his eyes on Christ, he 
began to sink. Like him, we have had our minds distracted 
between trust and fear, between love for the Master and 
self-love. "Wherefore didst thou doubt f'* said Christ to 
Peter; i.e. "Why become a man of two minds? Why 
suffer your thoughts to be drawn in two opposite directions 
— toward Me, and yet away firom Me?" And to us St, 
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James says : '' Do not doubt ; do not sufiEer your minds to 
be distracted by the contending claims of flesh and spirit, 
of heaven and earth » of time and eternity : or, though you 
ask for the best things, you will not, because you cannot^ 
receive anything of the Lord. He vxill give you wisdom 
if you ask it, for He gives to all ; but what will you be the 
better for wisdom if you do not use it ?" 

What we want, in order to attain decision of will, unity 
of character, is faith^ or more faith, in the spiritual and 
eternal realities, to have our hearts more fully set on them, 
to be quite sure that they are worth more than all the 
goods of time, and that we may possess and enjoy them, 
even in these fleeting hours of time.. And therefore it is 
that St. James bids us, if we lack the true wisdom, ash 
for it in faiths nothing doubting. The fact is, that we 
do doubt, that we do. not fully and heartily believe. We 
get weary and ashamed of Umping awkwardly on our two 
paths ; we grow sick of being tossed to and fro between our 
better and our inferior desires ; and we ask God to give us 
wisdom to choose the better part, to take and keep the 
higher path, to maintain a settled and onward course. But 
even as we ask, even when we are in our best moods, do 
we quite want to break once for all with the world ? do 
we see no flower we long to pluck which blooms only on 
the lower path ? Alas ! we ask for decision itself with an 
undecided heart, not expecting, nor altogether wishing, to 
receive a full and immediate answer to our prayer, not 
braced and prepared for the effort it would take to grasp 
that answer, should it come. 

Is there no remedy, no real help for us ? Will nothing 
induce or compel us to choose God and truth and goodness 
with all our hearts? Will nothing persuade us to make 
the formation of a noble and harmonious character our 
supreme aim, and to follow it with a single and an un- 
divided will ? Shall we never make it our chief and stead- 
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fast eudeavour to be trae and upright and kind in all we do, 
and with all our strength ? Many of us are so sick of our 
indecision, of being divided in will and aim, that we say we 
would willingly make any sacrifice in order to have done 
with it, that the sense of unity may be brought into our 
hearts and lives, that we may always be doing one thing, 
and that the best. And sometimes God takes us at our 
word. He sends the divers tribulations which make us 
feel how unable the things of sense and time are to satisfy 
the soul, how uncertain our hold of them is. He convinces 
us, by arguments which rend our hearts, that we cannot 
rest in any earthly good, however pure and sweet it may 
be ; or that, if we could rest in it, we cannot be sure of 
having it long. And thus, painfully yet most graciously. 
He teaches and constrains us to seek first the things which 
lie beyond the reach of change, and which can satisfy us, 
even though we should lack all else. Truth, righteousness, 
charity, fellowship vrith the Father and with His Son, the 
hope of becoming one with all the wise and faithful and 
good, and of meeting all whom we love in a world in which 
there will be no change, save the changes which will bring 
us nearer to each other by bringing all nearer to God — 
these now become our aim, our strength, our joy. The 
very sorrows we most dreaded have made us men of one 
mind, and vdll in due course make us perfect and entire, 
lacking nothing. We still love the beautiful world around 
us, and the friends who have long been dear to us, and the 
necessary or honourable tasks assigned us, and the pleasant 
recreations and enjoyments permitted us. We love them 
more than ever : but we love and value them most of all, 
not for what is outward and visible in them, but for what 
is inward and invisible ; for the help they yield us to be- 
come brave and true and gentle, for the opportunities they 
afford us of helping others to walk after the spirit, and not 
after the flesh. We love this beautiful world most of all 
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when it speaks to ns of the beauty of its Maker. We love 
our common and public tasks, not so much for the gain we 
make by them, as for the good we may do by them, the 
contribution we tender to the general welfare. We love 
our friends, not so much for any personal comfort or ease 
we may get out of them, nor because they cast back on us 
a softened and flattering reflection of ourselves, but rather 
because they are helping us, and we are helping them, to 
live the true life, to pursue the chief good. And, imperfect 
as we all are, there are many of us who really do value our 
friends in proportion as they aid us to be our best selves, 
and invite us into those upper chambers of the soul in 
which we find it so hard to abide. 

When we pray for wisdom, then, wisdom to guide our 
lives toward high spiritual ends, we may be sure that God 
will give it. But we may be sure too that, with the wis- 
dom, He will send the trials which will constrain us to 
accept and use it. When the trials come, we must bear 
them; for who can escape the hand of God? But shall 
we not also take the wisdom they bring with them ? Shall 
we not suffer them to redeem us from our indecision, from 
halting and wavering between the supreme eternal good 
and a good that is only temporal and will change with 
time ? Shall we not count it all joy if by these trials we 
are made men of one mind, and have that mind fully and 
wholly bent on God, and on the joy and peace which are to 
be found in Him, and in Him alone? 

There is but one way to escape the trials which are so 
painful to us. And it is this : To make them unnecessary, 
by an instant, voluntary, and entire devotion to the true 
aim, the supreme good, of life. Because God loves us, and 
will make us perfect and entire. He must and vnll send 
us any sorrows, losses, pains necessary to detach our hearts 
from the inferior objects and aims on which they are too 
apt to settle. His very love for us compels Him to compel 
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ns to choose the hetter part. If we would avoid the pain 
of compnlsion, we most freely choose the hetter part for 
ourselves. So long as we halt between two^ and waver this 
way and that, we must not expect, we dare not hope, to 
escape the trials which will make us of a single heart and 
an undivided will. When those trials come, let us remem- 
ber for what they come, what an end of mercy, that so 
we may he able to rejoice in tribulation itself, knowing that 
by tribulation God is constraining us to bring forth all the 

peaceable fruits of righteousness and love. 

S. Cox. 

GENESIS AND SCIENCE. 

Introductory Note. 

Three eminent men of science^ have, at my request, 
furnished me with their opinions as to the possibility of 
establishing an agreement between the statements in the 
first chapter of Genesis and the certain and well-ascertained 
results of modem scientific investigation. 

I am glad to say I have their permission to publish the 
papers and letters in which these opinions are expressed, 
and they now appear as an appendix to the *' Notes on 
Genesis" in successive numbers of The Expositor. 

J. J. Stewart Pbrowne. 

Professor Stokes on Genesis. 

I. 
Dear Mr. Dean, — 

Some of the questions you ask me are rather for a 

theologian to answer than for a scientific man, especially 

one who does not know Hebrew. I think perhaps I had 

best, in the first instance, mention what on scientific 

^ Sir G. G. stokes, M.P., F.R.S., President of the Royal Society; Rev. C. 
Pritchard, D.D., F.R.S., Savilian Professor of Astronomy in the University of 
Oxford; Rev. G. Bonney, Sc.D., F.R.S., Professor of Geology in University 
College, London. 



GENESIS AND SCIENCE. 43 

grounds seems likely to have been the history of the earth, 
and then refer to your specific questions. 

Huggins' discovery of the gaseous nature of many of the 
nebulsa has revived the belief in the probable formation 
of stars by the gradual condensation of matter previously 
disseminated in an attenuated form. In different nebulsB 
and stars we seem to see successive stages of condensation. 
First, we have a nebula without, or almost without, a stellar 
point, the spectrum of it showing that it was not solid or 
liquid matter, but matter in a gaseous, or it may be ultra- 
gaseous state. Then we have a mixture of the two, a 
nebula with spectrum indicative of gas, and one or more 
stellar points, which seem to be so connected with the 
nebula as to render it very improbable that they are stars 
having no relation to the nebula, but are merely situated 
casually in a line with it as seen from the earth. Then 
we have nebulous stars, where the stellar point forms the 
chief part of the whole. And, lastly, which is the com- 
monest case, stars without sensible nebulosity. 

Now here we seem to have regular gradation, beginning 
with incandescent gas, or ultra-gas, and going on to a 
definite star, that is a distant sun. 

The luminosity of the nebulsB leads to the inference that 
the ultimate molecules are in a state of internal agitation. 
This is continually being spent by communication to the 
ether, and would cease before long if not renewed. Its 
renewal we attribute either to the vibrations consequent 
on chemical combination, or those resulting firom collisions 
which do not eventuate in chemical combination, but leave 
the molecules free after encounter as they were before. In 
either case we look on the internal vibrations which are 
the source of the light as a result, and we are led therefore 
to the contemplation of a possible still earlier condition of 
things, in which the ponderable matter would exist, but 
would not be luminous, and in which therefore, if all the 
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matter in it were in that condition, the universe would be 
without light. It may be that in the interstellar spaces, 
or outside nebulae, there is still matter in this condition ; 
but if so, our senses give us no means of ascertaining its 
existence. The production of light would be therefore the 
first visible stage of progress. The sources of this light, 
instead of being concentrated into brilliant suns, would be 
diffused over gigantic spaces. 

If we fix our attention on any one nebulous system in 
process of condensation, and suppose the initial motions of 
its parts, — the motions, that is, at a time which we please 
to take for our starting point, arbitrary, — then the chances 
would be infinity to one that the mass, as a whole, would 
have a motion of rotation. Into the precise mathematical 
meaning of what I have thus expressed in short compass 
I need not enter. It might well therefore be that, as the 
contraction proceeded, portions of the matter would, from 
time to time, be left behind by the retreating ma^ss, gravi- 
tating towards it, but being prevented from falling into it 
by their tangential velocity, causing them to go round the 
central mass like an assemblage of minute planets, which 
would, as a general rule, collect into a single mass. Or 
rather, perhaps the ring of gaseous matter left behind by 
the contracting gaseous matter within would collect into 
a still gaseous mass, circulating like a gaseous planet not 
yet condensed, and the condensation would be subsequent 
to the collection. Such a mass on cooling and contracting 
might similarly in the process of condensation leave rings 
behind which would collect into satellites. In the case of 
Saturn we seem to have, not only a set of satellites, but 
also a ring of matter which condensed into a number of 
minute discrete bodies, instead of one, forming a ring which 
is in reality composed of a number of rings, instead of a 
single globe, or a succession of such globes. 

Take now one of these primaries, say the earth. If it 
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condensed from nebulous matter, it would at first be at an 
extremely high temperature. Arguments have been derived 
from the figure of the earth, that it was originally in a 
state of fusion. Among the constituents of our earth we 
have a large quantity of water, some two-thirds of its 
surface in its present state being covered by sea, with an 
average depth say of two miles. While the earth was still 
extremely hot, this would be in that sort of nondescript 
condition, above the " critical temperature " of Andrews, in 
which, as Andrews showed, there is a continuous passage 
from what everybody would call liquid to what everybody 
would call gas, i.e. steam. There would be a continuous 
transition in the condition of water-substance from a very 
dense state at the surface of the earth to a rare state high 
up. At the outskirts of the atmosphere the temperature 
would, at least after a time, be below the " critical point," 
and there would be a mantle of cloud. 

On further cooling, the surface of the earth would get 
below '' critical point" for water. I do not recollect what 
this temperature is, but it is far above the boiling point. 
When the temperature had fallen below this, there would 
be a definite upper surface to liquid water, above which we 
should have a mixture of air and vapour of water, which 
in the upper region would condense and fall in torrential 
showers of intensely hot water. As the cooling went on, 
the distinction between the liquid and gaseous water would 
become more and more marked; the quantity of liquid 
water, at first small, would greatly increase, forming seas, 
and the temperature of the sea and falling rain would 
become moderate. At last the cooling might be sufficient 
to permit of the introduction of vegetable life. Vegetable 
must of course precede animal life, since all animals live, 
immediately or mediately, upon vegetable food. 

Meanwhile the condensation of the nebular matter inside 
the earth's orbit would have been going on, and the 
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matter would come to have a stellar centre, and wonld 
ultimately collect into a sun with a definite outline. Con- 
sidering the minuteness of the earth's mass compared with 
that of the sun, and the slowness of the condensation, it 
seems prohable tl^at the earth would have made consider- 
able progress in its cooling, and what depends upon it, 
before the luminous matter inside its orbit would have 
collected into a definite sun. 

The first mention we have in the record of animal life 
is in relation to the waters, and the earUest fossil animal 
remains are those of marine creatures. As to an objection 
which, if I rightly remember, Huxley raised, that whales 
are mammals, and that mammals belong to a later geo- 
logical age, I do not know Hebrew, nor, I presume, does 
Huxley; but whatever the word may mean, it cannot, I 
think, mean whales. For whales are denizens of the Arctic 
and Antarctic seas, coming down a bit into the temperate 
regions ; and the Hebrews in all probability knew nothing 
about them, and would not therefore have a word to denote 
the creature.^ The word, I suppose, means some big marine 
creature, and the saurians are such, which stand high in 
geological time, though, as I do not know geology, I cannot 
tell you how high. Winged reptiles, which a non-scientific 
person might well call fowls, come pretty early. Bespecting 
the relative order of fowls proper and mammals, I am not 
geologist enough to tell you. However mammals, I know, 
come late, and there is no evidence of anything in the way 
of a new form coming after man. 

I do not therefore think that there is any opposition 
between the account in Genesis and what we learn from 
science, provided of course we do not insist on a slavish 
Uteralism, which I look on as a mere creation of theological 

' I haye already shown, in the December number of Thx Ezfositob, that the 
word does not mean " whales," but is a general term for any kind of huge 
marine animals. — J. J. S. P. 
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fancy. On the contrary, the accordance seems to me closer 
than, from a theological point of view, I should care to 
demand. 
Now for specific questions. 

1. The extreme literalism which demands " day " to 
mean twenty-four hours seems to me to slay itself. For 
what we mean by day is the interval from sunrise to 
sunrise, or sunset to sunset; and there could be nothing 
of the kind before there was a sun at all. 

2. The general order of succession in Genesis seems to 
agree with the teachings of science ; but I am not aware 
that you can fix on definite geological periods answering 
one to one with the days of Genesis. 

3. Difficulty in the existence of light before the sun? 
Answered by anticipation. 

4. Meaning of " made " in the account of the fourth day. 
See above. 

5. Creation of the earth before that of the sun and moon? 
As to the sun, see above. As to the moon, the less 
important luminary would naturally be mentioned along 
with the more important ; and I think it is only a slavish 
literalism which would demand that the creation should be 
simultaneous because they are mentioned together. 

6. Order of creation ? See what was said in the first part 
of this letter. 

I do not recollect specifically Huxley's objections ; but as 
well as I recollect they are founded on the assumption that 
as theologians we are committed to what I should look on 
as a slavish literalism. I do not myself lay stress on the 
general accordance there seems to be between the account 
in Genesis and what we learn from science ; and if there 
were less, it would be no particular difficulty to me. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. G. Stokes. 
TJie Very Bco. the Dean of Peterborough. 
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Question 7. I do not see what else the " waters above 
the firmament ' ' coald naturally mean than the supply, 
whatever it may be, from which rain comes ; and the 
commonest observation connects rain with clouds. Only 
a person who knew a little of science would think of 
invisible vapour as a source of supply. 

P,8, — The above was written a considerable time ago. 
Since then Mr. Lockyer has put out a theory of the nature 
of nebuIoB, according to which they consist of vast swarms 
of meteorites, coming constantly in collision with one 
another, and by the heat of collision converting small 
portions of the matter of which they consist into in- 
candescent gas. This theory i^ still under discussion, and 
cannot be said to have been either accepted or rejected by 
the scientific world. As regards what is written above, it 
signifies little or nothing which theory of the nature of 
nebulsB we adopt. 

Dec. nth, 1890. 

• 

PROFBSSOB PrITCHARD ON GENESIS. 

I. 

1. The present state of our knowledge indicates that the 
earth has cooled down after the lapse of unknown ages from 
a fluid or semi-fluid of intense temperature. This condition 
of things is without any further hypothesis as to a nebular 
origin. 

2. If this be the case (as it certainly is), then at any 
period before the earth had cooled down to its present 
temperature, all springs would of necessity have been 
thermal to an extent inconsistent with the existence of any 
vegetation, such as we know it. Fruit trees could not have 
existed. This bears upon the assertion by Mr. Gladstone 
and others, that fruit trees existed before the sun cooled 
to its present normal condition. 



GENESIS AND SCIENCE. 49 

Independently of ibis cooling of vegetation, unless the 
sun's actinism or radiation is direct, fruit {i.e. seed) could 
not have ripened. 

Consistently with this gradual refrigeration of the earth 
" in the beginningp" water as such could not have existed. 
Even steam would have been dissociated into hydrogen 
and oxygen, and possibly into their elements (if they exist). 
In this sense '' darkness " could not conceivably have been 
over the face of the deep. 

It is not conceivable, consistently with our knowledge, 
that WATEB could have existed before the consolidation of 
the earth or the aggregation of the sun. Genesis i. 2 is 
not tenable in any natural sense of the words. 

Yer. 3. Light is conceivable quite independently of the sun. 

So that vers. 3, 4, 5 are not incredible on the score of 
their anteriority to the sun. 

Ver. 6. Say what you will, the word "firmament" was by 
the ancients used to imply some sphere, however thin, in 
which a planet or the stars were whirled round the earth ;* 
and they did suppose that it rained through holes (windows) 
in this firmament, and it is the most obvious and natural 
iuterpretation to be put upon vers. 7 and 8. (Z have no. 
doubt that such is the real meaning, and I do not see how 
this error could effect a sincere theology of an ancient seer.) 

Vers. 9, 10, 11, 12 are unobjectionable, excepting as to the 
time which was certainly expended during the operation, 
and excepting that it took place before God made two 
great lights. 

Vers. 14-18 are unobjectionable, excepting in their as- 
serted posteriority to the grass and the fruit trees. * 

Vers. 18-25 are objected to by paleBontologists as incon- 
sistent with known facts. 

Thus the existence of water before the concentration of 
the sun into the form of a sun is inconceivable with a 
competent knowledge of the facts of nature. So too is the 

VOL. lU. 4 
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existence of grass and fruit trees antecedent to the same, 
or even under the condition of the invisibility of the sun 
as a sun. 

Genesis i. is therefore (if interpreted in a natural sense, 
and as intended to be a true description of the genesis of 
the earth and all that is thereon) not tenable. 

It is inconceivable that such a description, intended to be 
a literally true description, could have been dictated by the 
Author of all truth to Moses in the mount. 

I must now, in my utter weariness of the subject, refer 
you to my article in the Guardian for what I am con- 
vinced is an approximate solution of all difficulties ; and 
the more so, the more I cogitate. But read carefully what 
I have said there and here. A young child I would teach 
Genesis as it stands in a natural sense. To an intelligent 
youth I should say : This is the tradition of an ancient 
vision, aided by God, for the purposes of teaching men, in 
the infancy of the world, that the God of the Hebrew 
.fathers created the world, and all that therein is, in love 
and wisdom. The verses or visions are pictures of what 
God has done, not of the order, or the means by which 
He did it. 

It is a Divine moral tale, not a scientific memoir. 

Professor Stokes on Genesis. (2.) 

II. 
You wish me to make remarks on Dr. Pritchard's letter. 

1. On the nebular hypothesis I think it more probable 
than not that the earth had cooled sufficiently for vegetation 
before the sun had condensed into a definite globe. 

2. Vegetation demands light, but not necessarily direct 
sunshine. The coal flora shows large cryptogams, equiseta, 
ferns, etc. ; and many kinds of ferns do better in shady 
places than in direct sunshine. 

3. In the conjecture I threw out, I supposed " face of the 
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waters ' ' was not to be taken literally. The language is 
such as would lead an uneducated and utterly unscientific 
mind to form some sort of an idea of a state of chaos, even 
though it were far from coming up to the reality. Such 
a person would not take in the idea of a congeries of dis- 
crete, as yet unassociated, atoms. Prior to any association, 
. the whole would naturally be in a state of darkness. The 
expressions in ver. 2 would naturally convey to the mind an 
idea of perfect dissolution, which would be sufficient for all 
practical purposes, though the pictures formed in the mind 
of the reader might be very different from the reality. 

4. I do not know what the ideas of the ancients were 
about rain; but surely in common observation rain and 
cloud are connected, and in a mountainous country you 
constantly see mountain tops which have been ascended to 
above clouds. 

5. I think the greater light might very well not have 
assumed its present definite form till after vegetation had 
appeared upon the earth; and the lesser might well be 
maintained along with the greater, even though it was col- 
lected into a definite orb long before. 6, 7 already referred 
to. 8, 9, 1 do not think so. 

In the main I agree with Dr. Pritchard. The theological 
difficulty turns on the adoption of whjat is equivalent to the 
theory of verbal inspiration. Are we to suppose that it was 
intended that a miracle should be wrought in the nineteenth 
century for the conviction of gainsayers ? If so, then we 
might expect to find complete accordance even in detail 
discerned, as the book of science was opened out. But if 
we suppose that the record in Genesis was meant for the 
people of the time, and designed to give them ideas correct 
from a theological, or rather religious, point of view, then 
it would be preposterous to demand scientific accuracy of 
detail. A general rough accordance is all that we ought to 
expect ; and that I think we have. We are not however 



52 GENESIS AND SCIENCE. 



even obliged to suppose that the account was communicated 
by revelation to Moses. Genesis i. to ii. 3 and ii. 4 to ii. 
25 may have been two traditions of creation. There is 
nothing in the account we have of v^hat was revealed to 
Moses on the mount that relates to creation, except the 
allusion in the fourth commandment ; and that might have 
been an allusion to an existing tradition, which was 
didopted as substantially correct for the purpose intended. 
It is not, I think, safe to attempt to make a nineteenth cen- 
tury miracle out of Genesis i. 

The expression, " the windows of heaven were opened," 
in Genesis vii. 2, may well have been a poetical mode of 
describing a tremendous rain. It cannot, 1 think, be taken 
to prove that the readers of the book supposed that there 
was a reservoir with physical holes, through which the 
waters poured down in rain. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. G. Stokes. 

The Very Rev. the Bean of Peterborough. 

Professor Pritchard's Eeplt. 

II. 
I HA.VE given much thought to Prof. Stokes's remarks. 

He gives a philosophical account of what he, in common 
with the best-instructed physicists of this day, would give : 
it is the one commonly accepted now by the very few men 
competent to give an opinion thereon ; that is, on the 
genesis of the material worlds, considered as apart from 
their living occupants. Virtually, it amounts to this : 

L Light existed before the consolidation of the earth. 

2. The earth, he thinks, may have been consolidated 
before the concentration of solar matter into a sun. 

3. He implies, also, and truly, that the moon was con- 
solidated before the earth. 

Prof. Stokes then goes on to say that he is in utter dis- 
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accord with any literal interpretation of the account iu 
Genesis^ bat that he is himself satisfied with this account, 
and would be, even if it were more literally inexact. 

In my opinion this way of looking at the question does 
not touch, but practically evades, the point at issue. 

The real points are two. 

I. Is Genesis i. intended, by means of Divine arrangement 
or interposition, to be a true description of the genesis, of 
the earth and its inhabitants ? If it be, then I for one am 
utterly unable to understand it as such, so long as I retain 
my reliance on certain knowledge and certain logic. I can- 
not understand how ** water " could have existed before the 
consolidation of the earth. " The Spirit of God moved on 
the face of the waters." Neither can I understand how 
fruit trees and grass could have flourished before the con- 
centration and visibility of the sun on the earth. 

II. If Genesis i. was not derived through Divine aid as an 
intentional description of actual creative processes in their 
actual order; then I am myself driven to regard the account 
as probably the tradition of a series of visions vouchsafed 
to some ancient saint or seer, intended to represent the 
creation as the sole work of God, and not intended to 
describe either the order thereof or the modits operandi. 
Such visions I find were the (or at least a) method adopted 
for Divine communications to saints and prophets. (See 
what I have said in the Guardian of February 10th, 1886.) 

P,S. — As regards the " firmament," I have no manner of 
doubt but that the writer of Genesis i. supposed, as men 
did suppose in ancient times, that there were crystallized 
spheres, or spherical shells, revolving round the earth, and 
holding up the planets and stars.^ Through the nearest of 
these firmaments the upper waters poured down in rain. 

C. P. 

^ Bat see my note on Gen. i. 6 in The Expositob for November, 1890, 
p. 327.- J.J. S. P. 
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THE SELF-WITNESS OF THE SON OF GOD. 

(John vm. 12-20.) 

Eyeby reader of the gospels is aware of a very striking 
change in the style of teaching adopted by our Lord 
when, leaving the common people of the rural villages, He 
came to confront the professional classes in the temple. 
His lessons become less simple and more abstract. He 
does not get leave to spread His discourse abroad in large 
masses, because He is perpetually interrupted at the outset, 
and forced to explain or to defend His words. The discourse 
becomes a discussion, almost a wrangle, in the end. From 
whatever point it starts, it soon turns upon Himself, the 
validity of His claims, or the credit to be attached to His 
testimony. In short, our Lord had to do at Jerusalem 
with men who had prejudged Him to be a "deceiver," 
and who therefore compelled Him to take up an apolo- 
getic attitude, a tone of self-justification. The rabbis and 
other officials of the nation were unquestionably entitled 
(in a sense) to sit in judgment upon His pretensions. It 
was their function and their business to investigate such 
claims as His, and to guide public opinion, so that their 
less instructed fellow countrymen might be enabled to dis- 
criminate betwixt the true prophet and the false, the 
genuine and the pseudo-Messiah. Before them therefore it 
was impossible for our Lord to decline the ungrateful task 
of self-defence. They sat in Moses' seat. They were the 
authorized "shepherds" of God's people. It lay with 
them to "judge righteous judgment." But then here was 
the hopelessness of the situation. Not only did they 
approach the subject with a prejudice or prejudgment, in 
their minds, which made them opponents and not judges ; 
worse than that, they were, by their own carnal or un- 
spiritual life, utterly disqualified from appreciating His 
spiritual teaching. They were like blind men pretending to 
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judge of colonrs. ThemselYes nngodly, oat of sympathy with 
the Divine, and dead to the facts and laws of the unseen life, 
they lacked the very first qualification for understanding 
Jesus, or discerning how far His teaching was of God. He 
and they were like disputants between whom there is 
nothing in common, who think differently on the funda- 
mentals of the argument ; so that they really never meet 
each other's position, charge past one another (so to say) 
on different planes of thought, and fail to comprehend 
so much as one another's language. Two things resulted 
from this state of matters : the one, that our Lord in these 
word-tussles was always driven to fall back upon the 
unsupported testimony of His own consciousness to certain 
ultimate facts of spiritual experience ; the other, that He 
never closed the debate without revealing the profound 
spiritual gulf which cleft Him asunder from them, a cleft 
which went down to the very roots of their nature, they 
being from beneath and He, as He averred, from above. 
It was the most remarkable illustration ever seen of the 
principle St. Paul lays down : '' The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
unto him; and he cannot know them, because they are 
(to be) spiritually judged. But he that is spiritual {i.e. in 
this case Jesus Himself) judgeth all things ; and he him- 
self is judged of no man." 

These remarks may afford a key for the comprehension 
of the passage before us. The question discussed in it is 
this : Can the testimony of Jesus to His own claims be 
accepted ? — a question which manifestly lies near the centre 
of all the religious controversies of our own day. It 
grew out of that magnificent utterance of His dealt with 
in my last paper ; ^ the claim He put forth on the morning 
after the Festival of Tabernacles had closed to be the 
moral sunlight of humanity : '' I am the light of the 

> See Thb Ezfositob, Fourth Series, vol. ii., p. 216. 
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world : he that foUoweth Me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life." These wonderful words 
were plainly adapted to form the text, or starting point, 
for a longer discourse. But possibly the brief and precious 
fragment preserved to us may have been all that was 
delivered. For He was interrupted by an objector, and 
a discussion ensued. 

It was, of course, the interest of the adverse party to 
deaden the effect of His most impressive teaching, when- 
ever they could do so, by some plausible cavil. In the 
present case, the objection was plausible enough. It raised 
the whole prior question, how far such an unsupported 
statement of our Lord could be taken as valid evidence 
in His own behalf. The Pharisees said to Him : ** Thou 
art bearing witness to Thyself; Thy witness is not true " : 
not reliable, not necessarily true and trustworthy. It is, of 
course, an admitted rule, that a man's testimony in his own 
interest, on any question of external fact where it is pos- 
sible to verify it by independent witnesses, should not be 
received as sufficient. So far as the outward credentials 
of His Messiahship were concerned, Jesus had already, on 
a former occasion, admitted this. He had said (v. 31) : 
" If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true. It 
is Another that beareth witness of Me." But here the 
case was different. There are some things to which the 
man himself is the only competent witness to be had. A 
soul's spiritual history and spiritual condition cannot be 
made the subject of any external testimony. Of these facts 
in his interior life each man is alone cognisant; and on 
these therefore his own evidence must be accepted, if you 
axe to come to any conclusion on the matter at all. At first 
sight, it surprises one to find that our Lord reckons His 
position in the world as its moral light among such ultimate 
facts of His own consciousness to which He needs to bear 
witness. One expects such a fact rather to prove itself. Is 
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it not true that light of every sort must be its own evidence ? 
It is there if you see it ; if you do not, who will convince 
you of its existence? So it is with the light of the sun 
as an ultimate fact in physics, that proves itself to the 
sense of sight. So it is with the moral illumination which 
Christ affords. He whose soul has been lit up with the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus needs no other demon- 
stration that He is from God. When we come into the 
region of such ultimate spiritual truth as Jesus teaches, 
proof in the sense of testimony or evidence, strictly speak- 
iog, fails us. As Ghrysostom says : " God Himself is the 
only trustworthy witness to Himself " ; and Christ, who is 
the image of God, vindicates His divineness no less to the 
open eye of the soul by simply being what He is. But 
then, to this self-evidencing power of Divine truth, the 
Pharisees were blind. They wanted the faculty to discern 
heaven's light; and the question was, Had Christ's wit- 
ness to Himself any validity /or them? Ought the blind 
to believe the Sun when He testifies of Himself, *' I am 
the light of the world " ? 

To this our Lord's reply virtually is : His relation to the 
dark and sinful world of mankind as its appointed Light- 
bringer from heaven depends upon two facts : first. He 
is come from heaven ; next, He is going back to heaven. 
For unless He is a messenger out of the unseen sent forth 
by God with a celestial mission to enlighten mankind, 
and a destination to return again to God when His task 
is done. He is no Saviour, Light-bringer, or Life-producer 
for our fallen race. Let that point be well considered. 
Superhuman origin, or the miracle of His birth; super- 
human destination, or the miracle of His resurrection and 
ascension ; lying between, a temporary career passed down 
here among the natural facts of earth, yet closely clasped 
and girdled in by these supernatural facets, even as this 
phenomenal world of ours is rounded with the dark un- 
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known of God : such is Jesus in His own esteem. This 
He needs to be, or He is nothing to us : — ^a Visitor out 
of undiscovered diviner worlds than ours, out of the very 
Light, returning back again from our eyes into the Light ; 
yet leaving one broad and gladdening trail of glory athwart 
our dim and perilous road, by following which we need no 
more walk " in the darkness." 

Now, of these twin facts on which everything comes to 
hinge, who shall give us reliable assurance ? "I do/' saith 
Jesus. "I know whence I came, and whither I go." 
These are among the secrets of personal conscious expe- 
rience of which no man can be a witness, save the Man 
Himself. The past fact — "I came forth from God," as 
He elsewhere phrased it — ^was one which dwelt within this 
Man's memory as an event experienced, of which He could 
not doubt. The future fact — " I am to go away back again 
to God " — stood present to His soul as a purpose, a destiny, 
to which His will was fastened as the necessary close of 
His mission. Whence He came, thither He must go : that 
also He could not doubt. Of these two unique and personal 
facts, none could be a witness but Himself. What could 
these Jews know of such things transcending observation ? 
A Man they saw in the midst of them for a little: come 
from somewhere. By-and-by they saw Him no more : 
gone somewhither. But whence or whither they could 
not tell. He knew. " Though I do bear witness to My- 
self, My witness is valid ; because I, alone, know whence 
I came and whither I go ; but ye know not whence I came 
or whither I go." 

It is quite clear that our Lord means to claim a unique 
position among us, as a solitary witness at first hand to 
superhuman and super-earthly facts. He alone of all men 
does not confess to be bounded as to His knowledge by the 
limits of the five senses. He alone is conscious of a life 
antecedent to our human experience, a recollection which 
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travels back into some previous state of existence and up 
into another world than this. Of the superhuman, the 
celestial, the other-worldly facts and things, He talks to 
us, not like one who dreams, speculates, or believes, but 
as the solitary Witness who knows because He has seen. 
Is His testimony to be received? That is the question 
for our time, as it was for His own. Who of us is 
in a position to criticise, or to reject. His evidence? Is 
any other man justified in saying to this Man, '' I never 
came, that I know of, out of any world above nature, 
never was there, never saw God or spiritual things; and 
therefore I cannot believe that You ever did. My five senses 
are all the organs which I possess for the acquisition of 
knowledge, and I recollect no life antecedent to my birth ; 
therefore I cannot accept what You tell me of heavenly 
things, things not to be seen or heard or felt " ? Is that 
reasonable? Is my ignorance a fair criterion for judging 
of Christ's knowledge? He says He is come into this 
world to shed light upon it from a higher one; am I 
entitled to say, " That cannot be, because I have no such 
light, and know nothing myself of any higher world"? 
Christ may be speaking truly or not ; but at all events it 
is irrational and unfair to judge of His testimony by the 
analogy pf other men. Till you have found another man 
as sane and honest as He, and therefore as credible, who 
will say in sober earnest, " I know whence I came ; I 
came down from above, on a mission from the Father," 
you have no parallel among men to judge Christ by. The 
argument from ignorance is a very precarious one. 

Yet this is precisely how many in our generation judge 
of Christ. They judge Him as the Jews did, " after the 
flesh." That is to say, they judge by what they can see, 
by the witness of their five senses. Jesus looks to the 
senses but a common man, the son of the carpenter 
Joseph, a remarkable specimen of piety and insight in one 
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of the working classes : and that is all we can see in Him. 
He professes to know more than other men; but since 
it is certain that we have no means of information except 
scientific observation npon phenomena in nature, therefore 
it is inferred that He can have none either. His pretence 
to superhuman light on things Divine can be nothing but 
the frenzy of a heated brain. ''He hath a demon, and is 
mad; why hear ye Him?" It is certainly interesting to 
find that Jesus encountered in His lifetime this estimate 
of His position now frequently met with among persons 
of superior culture, encountered it and answered it. What 
did He say ? He said : *' You do not know whence I came 
and whither I go. You have no means of rebutting My 
evidence, therefore, nor any right to sit in judgment on 
it. You can only judge * after the flesh,' by the unen- 
lightened understanding of fallen human nature ; and the 
discoveries of One who has been with God and is come 
from God can be apprehended only by the spiritual nature 
after God has quickened it to discern and qualified it to 
judge." 

Oar Lord thus disputes the right of physical science 
to sit in judgment upon His spiritual teaching, or to con- 
trovert His personal testimony to spiritual facts. For He 
claims to have means of information at His command 
such as are not open to other men. On the strength of 
this He asks to be believed, even though His evidence 
were unsupported. But His evidence is not unsupported. 
It is by a very unexpected and striking turn of the conver- 
sation that He guides it to this fresh point. ''Ye are 
judging Me," He had been saying, " after the flesh, mis- 
judging My testimony therefore ; I for My part judge " — 
you (one expects Him to add), not after fleshly standards, 
but according to God or by the spirit, and therefore truly. 
Instead of that. He breaks the symmetry of His sentence 
to interject the unlocked for and stinging words, " I judge no 
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man." As if He had said : " Whereas you, with your blind, 
earthly eyes, are for ever presuming to sit in judgment on 
the claims of One come from above to give you heavenly 
light, I for My part, who might well expose and judge 
and condemn you, am come for more merciful ends, not 
to rebuke, but to illuminate and to save. I am come to 
show the way to God, and shed the light of love and hope 
on your dark path, and give you the blessedness of knowing 
Him whom to know is life eternal. Why meet a revelation 
so gracious in a spirit of carping and presumptuous criti- 
cism?" The rebuke is merited, and may well be laid to 
heart by the moderns who affect to judge of the Light of 
the world by the sparks of their own wisdom. 

" Yet, if I do judge you," He goes on, ** My judgment will 
not be mistaken like yours, misled by the outward appear- 
ances of things, but righteous and true ; for I am never 
alone in it (that is, out of communion with Him who is 
alone the faithful and true Witness) — never left like you 
to Myself and the wandering fires of the godless and fallen 
understanding, but hold a perpetual interior fellowship with 
God My Father, and enjoy His ceaseless illumination. He 
lends to all My words infallible truthfulness and absolute 
validity." There is here a new, additional claim on our 
Lord's part to be a reliable Witness to Divine truth. 
Come from God, and about to return to God, He is not, 
even while on earth, separated from the invisible Father, 
so that the mists of the earth have power to confuse His 
insight or obscure His light. Throughout His entire 
experience and His witness-bearing there runs a mysterious 
doubleness — His soul abiding in union with the unseen 
Father whom He came to reveal. It follows that all He 
says or does is at the same time a saying and a doing of 
His Father who is in heaven. 

Is there not almost a touch of holy sarcasm, a tinge of 
irony, in this condescension to the requirements of Hebrew 
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jarispradence ? "You refdse My witness/' says He, 
" because it is unsupported. You would have the witness 
of two, not one, that you may have legal evidence for 
Divine facts, seeing that the Law says, ' At the mouth of 
two witnesses shall every word be established.' Have then 
what you want. Is not this enough? Are there not 
Two that bear witness, since I am one, and My Father, 
whose voice speaks through Me and on My behalf. He 
is a second, if you will?" It is a singular retort. He 
stretches Divine mysteries to fit them to our poor human 
necessities of thought, as far as they will bear stretching : 
that He may humour, as it were, the captiousness of the 
legal intellect, and leave His hearers without excuse. Alas ! 
He humours them so far in vain. How is He answered? 
** Where is this Father of Thine who beareth witness with 
Thee?" Was it spoken in childish ignorance, as when 
Philip put the same question on a later day ? Or was it 
an insinuation that it was an idle boast to appeal to such 
a Witness, who could not be produced in court for cross- 
examination at their bar? I do not know. But the 
question laid bare at all events the hidden source of their 
unbeUef ; to wit, their spiritual alienation from God, and 
consequent inability to discern spiritual truth. " Ye know 
neither Me nor My Father : if ye knew. Me, ye would know 
My Father also." 

Did I not say how every controversy betwixt Jesus and 
His learned critics was sure to run out into this at last — an 
exposure of their utter and profound inability to apprehend 
the spiritual or Divine ? He lived and moved in one circle 
of being, they in another circle, outside of His. There is 
no path to the true knowledge of the Father but through 
an appreciative, trustful acquaintance with Jesus His Son. 
But no man can come in trust and love to the Son of God 
except the Father draw him. We are inclosed in a hope- 
less circle. Who can break through it? He only whose 
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grace changes the critic into the penitent. " Except a man 
be converted, and become as a little child, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God." 

Is it not a sublime sight to behold this Son of the Most 
High, come to shine with saving light from heaven, yet 
meeting only denial from blind souls — ^kept at bay and set 
at naught by men whom, in their superior conceit, no 
tenderness on His part can soften, nor dignity overawe, 
yet able to retreat for strength in upon that innermost 
sacred consciousness of His essential oneness with th^ 
Father and His abiding fellowship in the Father's love ? 
Like one who leans his back amidst all odds against some 
primeval rock, so does He abide in the power of His con- 
scious divinity. From that nothing shakes Him. Believed 
or denied. His witness to Himself standeth fast. " I know 
whence I came. I know whither I am going. I know that 
I am not alone. Here am I, and the Father who sent Me." 

J. Oswald Dykes. 



ROSEA. 

In my desire to cover the whole field of inquiry, I may 
explain that I cannot attend to form and polish and that 
sort of thing. I propose to strike various notes of thought 
and feeling that seem to me most interesting in our subject 
of study. I shall, first of all, make sure that you and I 
are thinking in the same way about the Hebrew prophets, 
when we talk about them. 

A Hebrew prophet was not a sort of extraordinary magical 
oracle that was always telling people in a mystically wise 
kind of way little things that were going to happen, or pre- 
dicting big things that were going to occur. The supreme 
end of a Hebrew prophet's action in predicting events was 
not so much to prove himself correct in having foreseen, 
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but rather to influence the people, to divert them Arom evil 
ways, to bring them back to the paths of goodness. And 
so there are a great many prophecies of coming evil in the 
Old Testament that have never been fulfilled, e.g. the 
prophecy of Jonah as to the destruction of Nineveh, because 
the people repented. There is a school of interpreters vtrho 
think that a great deal of prophecy about the Holy Land 
and with reference to the Jews after the flesh still awaits 
fulfilment. These good people imagine that the inspiration 
of the Bible requires that every earthly prediction should 
have literal, earthly fulfilment. Their concern is, I think, 
quite unnecessary. A great many things that particular 
prophets expected to come to pass never did come to pass. 
Jonah cried, " In forty days Nineveh is to be destroyed," 
and was very much disgusted because it did not happen. 
Isaiah said to Hezekiah, ** You have got to make your will, 
to set your house in order " ; and yet God revokes that. 
There you have two concrete examples. The Divine pur- 
pose of the prophet's mission in the life and history of 
Israel was not to astonish people by anticipating the future : 
the reason of his existence was rather, as God's servant, 
to exert a practical, moral, religious influence on the people 
of his own time and his own generation. 

I will add one other thing on this point. Undoubtedly 
those Hebrew prophets had a supernatural. Divine enlight- 
enment given to them. With all my heart and soul I 
believe in the core and kernel of those great doctrines of 
supernatural revelation and supernatural inspiration; but, 
remember, God's supernatural is always natural, through 
and through. God did not use the prophets like speak- 
ing trumpets. He conveyed His inspirations — His Divine 
intuition and anticipation of what was going to happen, 
His own hidden mind and will, the secret energies working 
beneath history — He conveyed these, not merely through 
their vocal organs to their fellows, but through their minds, 
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through their own thinking, reasoning, straggling, in faith, 
hope, and endeavonr, to see and to know God ; i,e, through 
mind and heart and spirit, as well as through voice. 

Therefore, in the whole calling of the prophets, and in 
the entire method through which they reached their know- 
ledge and delivered it to the people, you must not think 
of them as heing quite apart from us. Why, we have 

4 

experience of the same kind in the work of couscience. 
We teach our children that conscience is the voice of God : 
and would to heaven we felt what we teach ! It is teach- 
ing, if we do it. God speaks to you and to me as directly 
and as snpematurally as He spoke to those Old Testament 
prophets. 

First, you have the real personal action of God in inspir- 
ing the prophets, and revealing His mind and will to them ; 
and, secondly, you have it in their declaring and realiz- 
ing that they received that Divine enlightenment, that 
supernatural enlightenment, in the most ordinary, simple, 
human, and natural ways and processes. In those facts 
you have a gain to evangelical truth ; and there you and I 
may find lessons, examples, and inspirations for ourselves. 

To get to know an Old Testament prophet, we want to 
find out what he was in his own day ; what he said to his 
own people, what they understood him to say, what effect 
that had upon them ; what aims and purposes he set befoi e 
himself, as he spoke in public and forced his way into tke 
councils of kings, and addressed great mob-meetings of 
his fellow subjects in the streets of Samaria or Jerusalem. 
What was the man actually, practically, driving at ? what 
was he seeking to accomplish in his own age and among 
his own people ? 

Our subject is the prophet Hosea. I must show you 
the background against which stands out his figure, full of 
pathos and beauty, religious value and worth. Therefore 
I must sketch to you the region of the kingdom of Samaria : 
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the Northern kingdom, usually called the kingdom of Israel, 
in distinction from the kingdom of Judah. Palestine is a 
lofty tableland of broken hill-ridges, lying along the eastern 
end of the Mediterranean ; away to the north are deserts, 
with fertile districts lying between, once occupied by various 
races, such as the Syrians and the Hittites. Away beyond, 
in the fertile valley of the Euphrates, lay the Assyrian 
empire ; and away to the west and south the mighty Egyptian 
empire, in the rich plain made by another great river, the 
Kile. In the time of Hosea these were the two world- 
powers, the mighty empires, that controlled the Eastern 
and Western hemispheres. 

Palestine lay hke a bridge on the highway between those 
two great empires. Let me point out the political position 
occupied by it. It was, practically, precisely in the same 
unhappy position that Afghanistan holds in regard to India 
and the Eussian advance through Central Asia. Those two 
empires, Assyria and Egypt, hate each other, and are con- 
peting with each other for the control of the world — for the 
mastery of the great highways of commerce, for the wealth 
of human industry. They must approach each other along 
that highway, in the midst of which lies Palestine. 

You see therefore, that that little country, lying between 
these two empires, was exposed to the threatening danger 
of advance &om opposite sides. Moreover, it became the 
very focus of plots on the part of those two contending 
powers; and just as in Afghanistan, so, constantly, it 
happened in Northern Israel, that you had two pretenders 
to the throne, one actually in power and the other his rival. 
The one in power holds his throne backed up by Assyria, 
while his rival is put up and supported by the great empire 
of Egypt. The consequence was ceaseless faction-fights 
and constant revolutions in the government in that 
Northern kingdom, very much the spectacle we lately wit- 
nessed in Afghanistan. 
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Going back to the period of the Judges, you remember 
how the confederated tribes — the Jewish tribes — took pos^ 
session of Canaan, driving out, partially, the old inhabit 
tants. One particular weakness that arose out of their 
tolerating the continued existence of the Canaonitish towns 
and colonies in their own land was this : The wedge of 
the Canaanitish towns ran right across the middle of the 
country possessed by the twelve tribes ; between the ten 
Northern tribes and the two Southern ones, Benjamin 
and Judah. Moreover there was a natural break in the 
country, caused by specially wide valleys and passes. 
During the period of the Judges, power, authority, and 
dignity mostly lay to the north ; Ephraim was the com- 
manding tribe. One of the kings that came after the 
troubled reign of Saul, king of all the twelve tribes, was 
a man of the people — king David, whose dynasty was 
permanently established on the original Hebrew throne. 
During David's strong rule, the whole of the kingdom was 
held together, but not without difficulty. There were 
symptoms of revolt. During Solomon's reign, the unity 
of the kingdom was also maintained. But when his son 
Behoboam was made king, insabordination broke out. 
There were two main causes, one civil and the other reli- 
gious. First of all, Solomon had made great modifica- 
tions in the local, communal n^thod of government. He 
attempted to abolish the whole of the tribal districts, to 
form his kingdom into provinces, and to establish a govern- 
ment ruled by governors appointed by himself. It was a 
proper stroke of imperial policy. But it excited enmities ; 
it had a tendency to centralization, and also to further 
reduce the power, influence, and dignity of the Northern 
tribes. Solomon likewise erected at Jerusalem a magnifi- 
cent temple. Those were the two causes — religious and 
civil jealousies. 

You remember the deputation that waited on king 
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Behoboam, and the foolish answer he gave. Instead of 
going a long way to meet discontent and dissatisfaction, 
he took the high-handed course of coercion, and said : " My 
father made your yoke heavy, bat I will add to your yoke ; 
my father chastised yon with whips, bat I will chastise yoa 
with scorpions." The result was that the ten Northern 
tribes revolted ; and Jeroboam was established as king. 

All I can do is just to sketch to you the main character 
of the career of the Northern kingdom. It was exposed to 
rivalries, attacks from a number of small nations — Philistia, 
Phoenicia, Ammon, Moab, and especially Syria. It held its 
own with varying fortunes, sometimes successful, sometimes 
beaten, safEering a good deal in the constant wear and tear 
of those endless border forage wars. Its history was one 
of ceaseless vicissitude and disunion. The Southern king- 
dom always held together, more or less. It retained the 
family of David on the throne from its commencement to 
the end, over a period of four hundred years. But the 
wretched Northern kingdom changed its royal family seven 
times in the course of a period a little over two hundred 
years. 

Then came a succession of assassinations and revolts. 
Indeed we know that the internal condition of the kingdom 
in those last years of its existence, in which it was crushed 
by Assyria, was something like a baker's oven when the 
fire has broken into it and is burning with fierce heat and 
flame all that the oven contains. The kingdom was rent 
by military adventurers sticking at nothing, the country 
was a scene of bloodshed and anarchy ; all ties of relation- 
ship and mutual loyalty and trust were broken up, and 
the fire was stirred from both sides^ by Assyria to the north, 
and Egypt to the south-west. 

That is a rough sketch of the history of the Northern 
kingdom. The period in which Hosea worked began near 
the termination of the long reign of the most statesmanlike 
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and warlike of Israel's kings, Jeroboam the Seconci. He 
was a man of great ability, of indomitable will. He knew 
how to organize all his resources ; he conducted successful 
wars against the neighbouring rival nations.. Moreover, he 
was favoured by the advance of Assyria from the north. 
Assyria began to attack the kingdom of Damascus, which 
had always been the most dangerous rival and opponent of 
Israel. Israel took advantage of that to recover its old 
ascendency, to regain portions of territory of which it had 
been robbed. During the reign of Jeroboam, the Northern 
kingdom acquired great wealth and great fame, and a war- 
like spirit was developed. Beligion, commerce, practically 
everything, flourished, except the actual well-being of the 
people; for a power built up by war is not naturally 
wholesome, is not founded on a stable basis. It may bring 
the appearance of great prosperity, wealth, and commerce, 
but it is purchased by the destruction of the foundation 
of national welfare ; for all the wealth goes into the hands 
of the king and of the ruling classes. Instead of a great 
quantity of small freeholders, we find that the misery and 
the poverty of the slaves and serfs, the daily labourers in 
the towns and the peasantry in the country, was something 
horrible and pitiable. 

It is a law of revelation that the great prophets always 
appeared at critical points in the national history. For 
instance, Elijah and Elisha appeared like two storm-birds 
presaging the troubled, bloody end of the great dynasty of 
Omri. In like fashion Hosea and Amos heralded the 
downfall of the great, imposing dynasty of Jehu. The 
actual ruin of Jehu's house did not take place for some 
time after. Ostensibly, to the end of king Jeroboam the 
Second's reign, Israel was prosperous. It took the Divine 
insight of the prophets of God, Hosea and Amos, to expose 
the ostentatious religion with its elaborate ritual, luxury, 
impurity, and idolatry — to understand that what looked like 
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a shiniDg summer would end with nothiog but the snows 
and frosts of utter desolation. 

We gather that Hosea was a native of the Northern 
•kingdom, and not a native of Judaea, as was his colleague 
Amos. It is just possible that he belonged to the aristo- 
cracy. Probably he was of priestly rank ; at all events, he 
had a wonderful knowledge of Israel's past history. We 
see that Hosea was himself a citizen of the Northern king- 
dom when we compare his book with the book of Amos. 
Amos also writes, with an exact, vivid power of delineation, 
about wrongs and oppressions, about the political and 
religious position in the kingdom of Samaria. But here 
is the distinction. The words of Amos sound like a voice 
from outside, pealing with the thunder of God's anger and 
righteous indignation against vnrongs and injuries that 
Amos does not feel himself bound up with. The char- 
acteristic of Hosea's book is that the burden of Israel's 
guilt lies weighty on his soul ; he wails, and mourns, and 
laments, and repents with that sinful people. He cannot, 
without tears in his eyes, contemplate the glorious oppor- 
tunities that have been flung away. He almost expresses 
a sense of his vicarious involvement in their guilt and 
carrying of their sorrows. That is the note which gives its 
exquisite music of pathos and beauty to Hosea's prophecy 
of the coming downfall of his own land and of his own 
people. 

The characteristic idea, indeed the key-thought that 
underlies the whole of Hosea's prophetic message, is a very 
remarkable one. He pictures the relation between God 
and Israel as a marriage tie. It is of little use to try to 
divide the Book of Hosea into minute paragraphs and 
divisions, and to trace a line of thought through it, because, 
if there is any book in the Bible which is one long musical 
burst of emotional life and harmonious unity from begin- 
ning to end, it is the Book of Hosea. The man was not so 
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mach an intellect ; he was a great, overflowing heart. He 
cannot think out things and reason out things. He sways 
like a pendulum from one extreme to another : now blazing 
indignation against the people's wickedness and blindness 
and madness, and the next moment lamenting over them 
like a mother over her only son. 

Emotion is the characteristic of Hosea's writing. 
Thought, again, is the characteristic of the writing of Amos. 
And so far as thought goes, the key-doctrine of Amos is 
this : God is righteous sovereignty. The key-doctrine of 
Hosea is this : God is holy love. 

The key-conception of Hosea's doctrine, Hosea's gospel, 
Hosea's prophecy is that the actual, real relation between 
God and Israel is best represented for his purpose by the 
tie between husband and wife. It is true that he varies 
that image near the end of his prophecy : there he pictures 
God as his father and Israel as his child, his son ; but still 
the great, moulding, explaining thought, throughout the 
whole book, is the marriage tie as a picture of the covenant 
between Jehovah and His people. 

How did Hosea come to choose that as the image or 
metaphor of the relation of Jehovah to His people ? Very 
probably because it was an idea that lay in all the heathen 
religions round about : an idea that had corrupted the 
religion of Israel, for the gods Baal and Ashteroth predomi- 
nantly represented the powers of nature, and especially the 
power of reproduction. That conception of a people being 
the offspring of their god and his spouse furnished to 
Hosea a basis on which to picture the tie between Jehovah 
and Israel. But, you say, when that idea had been so 
corrupted and defiled, how came it that Hosea did not 
discard it and choose a purer image? The answer to that 
will come best when we see what use Hosea makes of the 
discarded and dishonoured image or conception. 

Let us run over the essential points and thoughts in 
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H jsea'b message. The first thing we have to pick out and 
fix in our minds in the message he delivered to his own age 
is the terrible picture he makes of Israel's utter moral ruin ; 
and 9 more than that, of Israel's physical, social, moral, 
political, and religious dissolution. Powerfully and pas- 
sionately he scathes the oppression, the cruelty, and the 
selfish ambition that had impoverished and destroyed the 
conditions of happy and wholesome life for the mass of the 
people. Then he pillories the corruption of all justice, the 
taint of bribery that had ruined all the moral influence of 
every representative of law and government, priest-judge, 
and civil-judge. But what chiefly occupies Hosea is a 
loathing horror of the moral blight and stain that have 
appeared through the whole of the relationships of the 
people. The very sanctuary of Jehovah had attached to it 
a band of loathsome prostitutes, who served the temple in 
what were accounted acts of worship to Baal, the god of 
reproduction, and earned money to feed the greedy priests, 
and to aggrandise the external show and pomp of the 
sanctuary. When religion consecrated lust, that meant 
that all purity of family ties, all stainless virtue in the 
womanhood of the country, got its death. 

The next thing Hosea strikes at is this — the utter loosen- 
ing and dissolution of all law and order, and righteousness 
between man and man. The noble oppresses the peasant, 
the money-lender grinds with his cruel usury the ^oor 
victim he has got under his clutches, the corn-dealers band 
together to raise the price of bread in the starving towns, 
so that the poor are driven to desperation. Noble fights 
against noble, faction-fights fill the whole land, conspiracies 
destroy the foundations of the throne, the king is assassi- 
nated by his most trusted friends and followers and ser- 
vants; everywhere there is violence and rebellion, and all 
the ties and bonds that bind a nation together have been 
torn asunder. 



HOSEA. 73 



Third, political ruin had fallen upon Israel. Placed there 
in that position of unsettlement, of exposure to the in- 
trigues of two powerful empires, the people were driven on 
to ruin hy the selfish schemes and disunion of their leaders 
and rulers, who did not comprehend that a nation's real 
welfare consists in virtue, in brotherhood, in justice, in 
mercy, in industry, in well-doing, in loving union of class 
with class, in the obedience of all to God above, in faith 
and heroic aspiration to work out a career on earth worthy 
of God that called them to be a nation. But Israel's 
leaders, Israel's rulers, were playing a mad, foolish game. 

Those are the three great elements of Israel's corruption 
and of the ruin that had already established itself in the 
realm. 

Now we come to the causes of Israel's downfall and 
degradation. The first cause Hosea points out for us in 
the shape of tremendous denunciation of Israel's prophets 
and Israel's priests. Strange that ! It makes a man, by 
profession a preacher — a religious preacher — first tremble 
and then experience a great exaltation and inspiration. 
Hosea thinks that the most powerful force in a people 
resides, not in its wealth, not in its military might, not in 
its law or legislation, not even in its throne and govern- 
ment, but that the sovereign, dominating influence that 
makes or mars a nation resides in its moral and religious 
teachers. Whether they wield that influence by voice or 
by the pen — a nation's thinkers, morally and religiously, 
in the pulpit, in the press, on the platform, are a nation's 
heart. If that be diseased, woe betide the people ! If the 
heart be Jcept sound, pumping and pulsating pure blood 
away through diseased parts and members of the body 
politic, there is hope, there is recovery, there is life, there 
is a future. 

The second cause of Israel's utter corruption and ruin 
lay in the debasement and falsification of true religion. 
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The God Hosea knew was a great, spiritual God : a God 
whose whole being cared supremely for moral things, not 
for physical things ; a God who meant this world to be 
only as a means to an end, to be the platform on which a 
human drama was to be played, a scaffolding within which 
a temple of eternal human character of goodness was to 
be built up, a kingdom of heaven on earth. Hosea's God 
longed for righteousness, justice, truth, mercy between man 
and man ; for aspirations of unselfishness, of heavenliness 
in human hearts. Israel's God bore the same name as 
Hosea's God. Israel's God^ worshipped at its shrine, was 
Jehovah — Jehovah, the old orthodox God of the nation. 
And Israel had not cancelled one of the old articles of its 
creed. Israel had not touched one of the laws that came 
down out of antiquity — laws stamped with the name and 
backed by the will of Jehovah. But Israel had utterly 
transformed the character of the God it worshipped. The 
God of Israel had sunk down to be a God of physical force, 
of sensual pleasures ; a God of wine, revelry, lust ; a God 
contaminated by everything materialistic, superstitious. 

•Hosea says the question is not what is the name of a 
nation's God, not what is the state-established religion, 
but what is the real religion, what is the real God, what is 
the real faith, the real aspiration, of a people ? 

What is the god of Great, Britain now? Wealth. 
Wealth to be won by a merciless application of the laws of 
competition, and selfishness, and rivalry, and a so called 
political economy, at the sacrifice of thousands of human 
lives driven by the hard wheels of commerce and competi- 
tion down into the mire and crushed out of human shape 
and form. The question is not. What is the God whose 
creed we recite in our churches? but. What is the God that 
dominates in our politics ? What is the God that rules in 
our cities, and in our commerce ? What is the God that is 
worshipped in our actual homes, in all our efforts to change 
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castoms^ to reach noble ends ? Is it the God of justice, 
truth, mercy, human love, the God that is building a 
kingdom on earth? Or is it mammon? or is it human 
pride? or is it selfish advantage? Is it a God that will 
tolerate anarchy, and lawlessness, and hatred, and strife 
between class and class ? 

Hosea says the future of a nation hangs, not on the 
name of its God, nor on the creed of its worshippers, but 
on the actual God that is honoured, that is obeyed, that is 
worshipped. 

Then, thirdly, Hosea declares that Israel's ruin is the 
ripe outcome of a total falseness in its very existence, its 
raison d'etre, the fundamental principle of its being, its 
position as a state — defiant of God's will, thwarting the 
Divine designs. 

Here is a strange thing. The Northern rebellion was 
divinely authorized. Prophets like Elijah and Elisha spoke 
not one word against the separate existence of the Northern 
kingdom ; and now Hosea comes and says the existence of 
this Northern kingdom is a sin, out of which all other sin 
grows, and must end in ruin. There you have a splendid 
insight into the true nature of prophecy. Prophecy never 
made a declaration of absolute, infallible dicta of the per- 
fect, complete will of God. Prophecy was opportunist. It 
spoke just the present truth, and it did not say, '' An age 
hence this will not be true " ; " that has been God's will all 
along." Prophecy always pointed to present duty. 

Present duty is often the outcome of contending prin- 
ciples. An existent wrong may demand as its rightful 
remedy a thing wrong in itself. That was exactly the 
Divine justification of the first rebellion. It was an asser- 
tion of liberty against oppression. It was probably, to some 
extent, the assertion of the spiritual religion against the 
state-degraded religion that Rehoboam wanted to establish 
at Jerusalem. In any case, it had its justification in that it 



76 HOSEA. 



was a protest against tyranny and despotism. The coarse 
that is justified by pre-existent evil nevertheless dare not 
become permanent, or else it will create worse evils. If, in 
the government of a coantry, you are forced to adopt such 
a course as coercion, your whole longing must be to get 
rid of it as soon as you can. Napoleon, you remember, 
said : " You can do anything with bayonets, except sit down 
on them." Governments must not sit down permanently 
on force. 

Mark the difficulty of altering a course once entered 
upon. Note the awful power of an act or a decision to 
assert a separate existence for ourselves, when once taken, 
to escape from all control and to establish a force and an 
influence with our character that we never dreamt of. 
Take the case of a relation entered into with some one of a 
certain definite character. Tou fancied you would control 
and mould it. Ah ! there it lives its own life ; and moulds 
you. 

Once that Northern kingdom was established with its 
throne, with its civil service, with its army, with its own 
shrines and places of worship — all of which had to be 
aggrandised, and emphasised, and backed up, to hold their 
own against the attraction of the centre at Jerusalem — 
with a priesthood, with hatreds and rivalries between the 
North and the South, how hard it was, in the teeth of all 
that, to always say, "We have rebelled; we have estab- 
lished a kingdom, but not permanently ; the moment that 
we can re-unite with Judaea we must do it " ! On the con- 
trary, you had all these vested interests struggling to make 
the revolt permanent and imchangeable. 

Hosea foxmd in the original sin of the wilful, needless 
perpetuation of the rupture the root of all thm original 
injuries. First of all, do you see how, once that rupture 
had taken place, once that Northern throne had been 
established by revolt and violence, there is a terrible ten- 
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dency in anarchy, in lawlessness, in violence, to breed and 
repeat themselves ? As at Jezreel, bloodshed will avenge 
itself with bloodshed. I do not say that revolution is not 
sometimes necessary ; bat then, if a nation is wise, it will 
set its face determinately against a repetition of revolutions. 
Perhaps England has been wiser in that respect than other 
countries. It has had its revolutions, but it has not had 
a lot of them, like France. Once the rupture was made 
in i:eligion, the terrible temptation that pressed upon the 
priests in the North to make their sanctuaries more attrac- 
tive by rich and lavish luxuries had a tendency towards 
self-indulgence for its own pleasure and lust. Moreover, 
the Northern kingdom was more exposed to the contamina- 
tion of such worship, because it felt bound to bid for favour 
and to please the people. 

Last of all, there lay, like a demoralizing blight and chill 
at the heart of the Northern empire, the lack of some great, 
grand reason for its existence. It was a wrong of the 
South that had created it. That is a poor basis for a man 
to stand upon and protest. The South held to its grand 
belief that it had the true God, and God's chosen king. 
It held God*s mandate to do God's will. But the Northern 
kingdom that protested against the wrong of the South, 
not able to believe it had the Divine charter, had slipped 
down into self-seeking selfishness and earthly aggrandise- 
ment. Here was no great, noble enthusiasm, no sense 
of a magnificent, single purpose and destiny in the world's 
history, to lift up its life, government, and religion. The 
kingdom inevitably sank down into a poor, an unprincipled, 
a selfish, a violent, a lawless condition. 

Was there any hope of recovery ? There was ; and yet 
that hop^lay like sunlight in the very heart of a night 
of darkest desolation and seeming despair. Hosea looked 
to renovation — moral, religious, national renovation. He 
looked to natural causes. He looked to poverty increasing 
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till it became intolerable. He looked to bloodshed and 
anarchy growing until they were insupportable. He looked 
to the utter dissolution of the nation's state. He looked to 
foreign conquest. He looked to exile in alien lands. He 
looked to natural processes of suffering and misery to pro- 
duce a moral and a religious reform. 

Do you know that is God's universal way ? If you will 
read the world's history, you will find that famines, the 
growth of intolerable poverty in towns, the insupportable- 
ness of life among the peasantry, have been God's educative 
influences for waking the nations up to their proper career, 
moral, philanthropic, religious. 

Hosea and Amos teach men to see in Assyria the mere 
tool in the hand of a just and an avenging God. Why, 
even the very ruin of the nation drives men not to despair, 
but to reverence of God. The mere awful fear of recog- 
nition of God as the God of retribution is not enough. 
There needs to come this second experience ; when a 
long-continued, wilful, obdurate sinner has had the resis- 
tance of his pride broken down, there come to him regrets, 
strange pathetic visions of what he might have been, 
sudden perceptions of a Divine hand that reached out to 
him all along that pathway of folly, which, if he had only 
taken hold of it, must have lifted him up to honourable 
and noble achievements. He suddenly says : " This hand 
that strikes me with retributive ruin is the hand of One 
who loves me." All the past is filled with God, and then 
the present. Thus God in punishing is loving still — 
punishing therefore, not as vengeance, punishing as 
chastisement, punishing as educative discipline, punishing 
for restoration. Oh, the grandeur of that conception ! 
A God that punishes His own loved child for sin must be 
such a holy God ; who, when He strikes, hurts His own 
heart more than He hurts His own child ; who does it to 
bring that child back to Himself and goodness. Oh the 
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love of the punishing, recovering God ! Hosea's God is 
a God of holy love. 

Now come back to Hosea's key-thought and image. 
God's relation to Israel is that of a husband to wife ; not 
of master to purchased slave and harlot, but of husband to 
wife, bent on being wedded to His spouse in righteousness, 
in purity, in lovingkindness, in mercy, in virtue, in holiness. 
That conception of marriage so tender, so grieved, so forgiv- 
ing, so clinging, how came Hosea to have that wondrous 
thought about God? It was something new. You find 
nothing like it in the Bible, before Hosea. That was the 
new revelation, the supernatural revelation to Hosea. 
How did God give it £o him ? Speak it to him mechani- 
cally ? Ah, no ! Divine revelations must be writ, not in 
type like printer's ; it must be writ into the very sinew and 
web of the human heart and spirit, into a man's life. It is 
by experience God teaches man, by making man in His 
own image. Then a man sees and knows the image of God. 

Go back to that story of Hosea's. As it is often told iu 
a superficial, blundering way, it is something so paralysing 
that the majority of commentators have said it is mere 
allegory, and that Hosea only did it in symbolical action. 
The thing Would be revolting in fact ; it would be equally 
revolting in symbol or allegory. Moreover, how could it 
ever have an edifying effect upon a people ruined by sen- 
suality and lust ? It is a story of how God taught Hosea 
to understand God's heart, and so it was no allegory, no 
symbolical representation. It was a real experience. But 
comprehend what it was. For one thing, the very power 
of it depends on this, that Hosea's relation to the one 
unfaithful to him had at its very core and heart an exqui- 
sitely noble, genuine, true, human love. Hosea, a man of 
lofty character, grieved, broken-hearted for the sin of his 
own time, prayed to God, struggling to know God's will, 
and in the providence of God is led to fall into a pure, sworn, 
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noble love. He dreams of a bright, happy home with a 
woman to whom his heart goes out, whom he counts true, 
pure, and good, and lovely in return. He loves her, has 
children by her, learns to know what sweet human love is. 
Then a terrible disaster comes upon him: she proves 
unfaithful, and Hosea comprehends that this guilt that 
has struck his heart in his own house is but a bit of the 
great pervading pollution of his time. It is that degraded 
religion, that unfaithfulness to God, that declension of all 
purity in the land that has broken into his own family circle 
and has cut his heart till it bleeds. Oh, how the prophet's 
soul flamed with an unfelt-before indignation against the 
evils of his time, when, in God's providence, he felt them in 
the tenderest fibres of his being I 

That was the beginning of God's revelation to Hosea, 
but not the end of it. Hosea was told how Israel had been 
unfaithful to God, and that made him comprehend God's 
loathing of Israel's sin. The fierce anger blazed out against 
her who had injured him ; then in the desolation of his home 
after she h&kd fled from him, the relentings, the agony, the 
old memories, the dreams that would come up, for the past 
could be recalled — in all that passing through Hosea' s heart, 
he felt the echoes of the great heart of God ; and then a 
thing almost beyond human nature happened to him. His 
heart grew so tender and so pitiful, that when he heard 
that his unfaithful spouse had been cast off by her para- 
mour, had sunk into wretched poverty, had become a slave 
despised and ground down, the old love waked up within 
him; and he conceived a heroic deed of loyalty, forgive- 
ness, and reclamation, almost supernatural, to go and love 
again, to buy her back out of her degradation and misery, 
which had made her repentant ; not at once to restore the 
old ties — ^that might not be — but with infinite, wise loving- 
ness to give her a chance to prove that she had returned 
to purity, to penitence, to affection. 
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A SUBVEY OF THE SYNOPTIC QUESTION} 

I. Eecent Literatuee. 

The last two or three years have seen an increased activity 
in the criticism of the Gospels in both its branches — as 
concerned with the Synoptic Grospels, and as concerned 
with the Gospel of St. John. We here in England may 
claim a certain share in this activity. We can point to 
at least one substantial work dealing with the Fourth 
Gospel (Archdeacon Watkins' Bampton Lectures) ; and on 
the Sjmoptics we have more than one which makes up 
for want of scale by freshness or intelligence of treatment. 
On the Continent several important works have appeared, 
not only by writers of established reputation coming back 
to a familiar theme, but also by others whose names are 
comparatively new in connexion with these subjects. Both 
in regard to the first three Gospels, and in regard to the 
Fourth Gospel, the present seems an appropriate time for 
taking a survey of the general position. 

In attempting this, I propose to follow the usual divi- 
sion by taking the Synoptic group separately. I do this 
in spite of a protest from one of the writers whom I am 
just about to. mention (Dr. P. Ewald). The protest was 
justified, and it is well that it should have been made. 
The division rests only to a limited extent on a real dis- 
tinction in the nature of things. It is with this as with 

' It is proposed to treat this subject in four papers under the following 
heads : (1) »• Becent Literature " ; (2) and (3) ** Points Proved or Probable " ; (4) 
** New Hypotheses." It is hoped that the series of papers on the Synoptic 
Gospels may be followed by a similar scries on the Gospel of St. John. 
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&j r-ar J czijtr s-iij-scSy zi wzirh sczisthfzg is perforce lost 
I7 fepkraring iriat c^izii to r: iiir^tijer. Bst if we do 
E-s: foT^^l ;L€ cTzs&'TebLZ.zz:^ whiih are wc-Ten backwards 
and f:rwari3 teiween this ^v" :: lie siiEre::* and that, 
if wc keep reminiing c::rselT5s ihxi zhe drriaon is pri- 
marCy one of ccnTenience, iben I do no* think that it will 
lead Tis Tery far wr:nr. CcnTenien* a: least it is to break 
np car sticject in t':iis w^y, especiilly as the present position 
of ttings at which I ara licking STig^ests in each case a 
di^erent leading; idea and a dinerent mode of treatment. 

I place theref3re the Synoctic Gospels firs: ; and I begin 
by a rcll-caii of the works of whirh I shall hare to speak. 
They are as follows : 

The Ker. J. Estlin Carpenter: Th€ Sy^icptic Gospels (fnll 
title, Th^ First T\ree G:rf€ls: Their Origin and 
Belations}, ^Lcndon, ISCvZ. 
The Eev. A. Wright : The Co^ijzsiticn of tJte Four Gospels, 

rLondon and Xew York, ISr^O.) 
Professor J. T. Marshall : article in The Expositob for 
July, ISW, entitled, " Did St. PmI nse a Semitic 
Gospel?" 
Dr. P. Ewald: Das Hauptproblem d^r Ecangelienfrage 

und der Weg zu seiner Losung, (Leipzig, 1890.) 
Dr. A. Besch : Agrapha \AussercanoniscTic ErangeHenfrag- 
mente), being Band v. of Gebhardt and Hamack's 
•' Texte imd Untersuchungen." (Leipzig, 1889.) ^ 



' Since the above Lat sc^s in type there hsks ccme into mj lumds another 
iiLXK/rtant moDogiaph on the ** Quotations fioni the Gospels in Jostia Maityr in 
their Bearing npon the Critidnn of the Gospels ** {Die Eran^UeneHaU Jtutim* 
des Martyrtn in iltrem Wert JTir die Evangelieukritik), hx "Wilhebn Bonsset 
(Gottin^en, l^ll). The inclnsion of this work woold onlv tend to strengthen 
the position taken np in the essay. The anthor, who writes with coDSpieaoQs 
independence and freedom from apologetic tendency, expressly states his 
adhesion to the Two-Docament Hypothesis : and he comes in part, at least, to 
the same resnit as Dr. Bescb. He believes that, besides oar present Gospels, 
Jn«-tin bad direct access to one of the original docoments out of which those 
Goitpelft were conslrocted. 
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I do not include in this list the Eev. J. J. Halcombe's 
Historic Belation of the Gospels (London, 1889), because 
if it were treated at all, it would have to be treated sepa- 
rately ; and because, in spite of many scholarly qualities, 
it seems to me to pursue a line of argument which can 
only end in disappointment. 

A few words of introductory characterization will pre- 
pare us to consider more closely the argument of the books 
before us. It fell to me to speak of Mr. Estlin Carpenter's 
volume in The Expositor for last month. His sketch of 
the results of Synoptic criticism is based upon an intelligent 
estimate of English and Continental opinion, not without 
some first-hand study. In Mr. Wright's little book there 
was of necessity more of the latter than of the former, 
as it was written at sea, with no other help than that of 
the Synopticon and Westcott and Hort's Greek Testament. 
At the same time acknowledgments are made to Dr. E. 
A. Abbott, Dr. Bernhard Weiss, and the two Cambridge 
Bishops of Durham. More will be said about Mr. 
Wright's theory in subsequent papers, but in the meantime 
recognition is due to this vigorous attempt to realize and 
reproduce the circumstances under which the Gospels were 
actually composed. The author has certainly written ** with 
his eye upon the object." What he gives us is no mere 
repetition of other people's views, but a conception, freshly 
and strongly formed, of his own. It has the good fault 
of erring on the side of definiteness. Sometimes the effect 
of this is rather quaint. Mr. Wright knows the ins and 
outs of his friends the catechists' proceedings more inti- 
mately th&n most of us. Here, for instance, is a passage : 

" Clement of Alexandria tells us that S. Matthew was a vegetarian, 
like S. James, the Lord's brother. This fact may have increased his 
hold on the esteem of the Church at Jerusalem. But his apostolical 
office must have brought him to the front after S. Peter's withdrawal. 
And thus he may, not only have continued to give his own new lessons, 
but he may well have exercised a general superintendence over the 
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catechists, and perhaps assisted them in the important work of piecing 
the two cycles together to form one compact course of instruction for 
practical use ; for the second cycle appears never to have been written 
down separately, or to have formed a perfect work by itself. 

" When the task was but half completed, there came the demand for 
catechists to teach in those Gentile Churches which S. Paul was found- 
ing; for S. Mark had turned ba<;k from the work, and others must 
be had to take his place. Such teachers might no doubt have been 
obtained at Antioch ; but it is evident that S. Paul drew his main 
supply of evangelists and catechists from the energetic, proselytizing 
Church at Jerusalem, or his converts would not so soon have been 
tinged with Judaism. [?] 

" These missionary catechists took with them the course of instruc- 
tion then current. That is to say, they took the first cycle [i.e., in 
Mr. Wright's view, the teaching of S. Peter], in a form by no means 
so much curtailed as it afterwards became in the East. And inter- 
mingled with it they took such parts of the second cycle [the teaching 
of S. Matthew] as had been completed. Thus the later portions of 
the second cycle, except a few fragments carried from time to time by 
occasional visitors, never reached the West, and accordingly cannot 
be found in St. Luke's Gospel. For communication between the East 
and the West was not encouraged in later time, S. Paul preferring to 
educate local catechists for his own use, rather than run the risk of 
occasionally introducing a * false brother." ' [?] * 

"We may remaik in passing, that Mr. Wright's whole 
theory is the nearest English counterpart to that put for- 
ward in Germany by Wetzel, of which some account was 
given by Dr. Edersheim in the i5rst volume of Studia 
Biblica. The central feature of both is the systematic 
lecturing which they assume — systematic at least in its 
machinery, if not exactly in the course of instruction given. 
I cannot but think that both writers postulate too much 
under this head. Although it is true that some catechists 
probably did give instruction in the facts of the life of 
Christ, they had much else to occupy them : the fulfilment of 
prophecy and proofs from the Old Testament ; simple moral 
teaching like that of *the " Two Ways," or first part of the 
Didache; practical directions for the life and worship of 

* Composition of the GospeU, p. 62 f. 
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Christian commanities, such as are found in the latter part 
of that treatise. Least of all can I suppose that there was 
any deliberate training — almost a college, with St. Peter or 
St. Matthew at its head — ^for sending out relays of qualified 
instructors, as both writers seem to suppose. Other diffi- 
culties in Mr. Wright's scheme I shall have to mention 
later ; but my principal object was to call attention to the 
realism of his descriptions, the earnestness wdth which he 
has thrown himself into his own theory, and worked it out 
in concrete detail ; in a word, what the Germans would call 
Pragmatismus by which his book is characterized. 

Headers of The Expositor will still have fresh in their 
memory Professor Marshall's paper which was placed third 
on our Ust.i Unhappily the present writer, whose acquain- 
tance with theology dates back from a time when there 
were no honour schools or triposes in that subject, has 
'* wisdom at one entrance quite shut out " in regard to it 
by his ignorance of Hebrew. So far as one can judge who 
is thus disqualified, he would say that the value of Professor 
Marshall's paper is not at all to be measured by its brevity. 
The points selected for treatment, though few, are striking, 
and appear to be deserving of close attention. In order 
fully to appreciate this paper, it needs to be set in its place, 
as we shall shortly attempt to set it, among other recent 
investigations. The author himself hardly appears to be 
conscious of the many points of contact which his argument 
has with these — more particularly with the elaborate and 
learned work of Dr. Kesch. This work, which is styled by 
its author Agrapha, is primarily a collection of sayings of 
our Lord which are supposed to have been quoted from 

^ It will'be understood that, when this was penned, I was not aware that Mr. 
Marshall was projecting the further series of papers begun in the last number 
of Thx ExposnoB. It is also hardly necessary to say that the coincidence be- 
tween the end of this essay and the first of Mr. Marshall's is wholly undesigned. 
Our paths will diverge more in later numbers, though we may perhaps have 
the opportunity for a little mutual criticism. 
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lost — not apocryphal — Gospels. But it is also a first instal- 
ment of what is practically a new and independent theory of 
the origin of the Gospels. This we shall have presently to 
state and examine. In the meantime it may suffice to say 
that if there are features in the theory which one is tempted 
at first sight to put aside as too unpromising for discussion, 
one is precluded from doing this by the accumulated marks 
of genuine first-hand work which the book exhibits. Dr. 
Eesch tells us that the publications which he is now begin- 
ning are the fruit of five and twenty years of labour ; and 
it is obvious that work so thorough and so coherent cannot 
lightly be disregarded. 

Dr. Kesch writes with the enthusiasm, and with some- 
thing of the sanguine temper, of a discoverer. In this he 
resembles — though with a certain difference — the other 
German writer whom I have named along with him. Dr. 
Paul Ewald — not to be identified with the palaeographer of 
the same name, who was associated with the late Gustav 
Loewe in editing a well-known volume of facsimiles of 
Visigothic MSS. — is, I believe, a young professor who has 
recently entered upon his office at Leipzig. His inaugural 
lecture, delivered in 1887, was published last year, but- 
tressed round by excursuses amounting to six times its bulk, 
under the title Das Hauptprohlem der Evangelienfrage. The 
" main problem " which Dr. Ewald sets himself to solve is, 
how to account for the differences between the first three 
Gospels and the Fourth. Dr. Ewald will not do this by the 
easy method often had recourse to of simply throwing over- 
board the latter. On the contrary, he asserts and defends 
the genuineness of the Fourth Gospel, and he turns round 
the question, and points it- in a direction which is really the 
opposite to that which it usually takes. Assuming the sub- 
stantial truth of the Johannean tradition, he asks himself 
how to account for the apparent absence of so much of it 
from the Synoptics. In the course of this inquiry he is led 
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to state his views on the origin and composition of these 
Gospels ; so that on both sides we shall meet him, at once 
in oar present sketch of the position of Synoptic criticism, 
and also later when we come to speak of St. John. Dr. 
Ewald too is a writer who will have decidedly to be rec* 
koned with. He is another of the vigorous workers whom 
Germany produces in such * numbers. And if there is 
something of youth in the emphasis with which he writes, 
which might perhaps bear toning down with advantage, it 
springs at least from the consciousness of thorough study 
and the strength of honest conviction. 

In the literature , which I have been describing there is 
more than one coincidence which seems to me to point 
to the opening — ^perhaps only for a time — of what may be 
called a new phase in the criticism of the Synoptic Gospels. 
Hypotheses are put forward in such a way as to demand 
a hearing, which a few years ago would have been thought 
altogether too paradoxical. We shall have to take up and 
consider these hypotheses before we have done. But the 
opportunity may perhaps first be taken to cast a glance 
backwards as well as forwards, to adjust our bearings in 
reference to the past, before we decide how our helm is to 
point in the future. Do the works of which I have been 
speaking indicate any progress ? Is there any solid advance 
to be recorded apart from the mere ebb and flow of 
opinion ? 

The solution of all great critical problems moves slowly. 
There seems to be an immense expenditure of labour for 
little positive result. For years, nay, for generations to- 
gether, there will seem to be only a wilderness of mutually 
contradictory theories. It is only after a long and painful 
struggle, in which advance and retrogression will seem to 
succeed each other, that the tangle is thinned, a clearing 
effected here and there, and that roads begin to be driven 
through the thicket which will bo extended until they meet 
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in the end. The moral is, that a sound argument cannot 
be drawn from these differences, especially in the early 
stages of an inquiry. Differences, contradictions, hypo- 
theses even diametrically opposed to each other, are what, 
in the nature of things, we must expect. We may be sure 
that they will not last for ever. Even a negative result is 
a result. To disprove the false is a real step towards the 
establishment of the true. By degrees the confusion be- 
comes less, and order is introduced — at first it may be in 
some quite outlying section, disconnected as it seems from 
the rest. But order in one section is soon followed by 
order in another; and the rate of progress is gradually 
accelerated. 

Of course opinions will differ as to the outlook of any 
one subject at any given time. And yet there is reason to 
think that a number of biblical problems are nearing the 
stage when a glimmer of daylight begins to show itself 
among them. The daylight may still be very partial ; it 
may be only a faint streak along the horizon ; the clouds 
may come up again and cover it : and yet it is daylight, the 
harbinger of morning and of day. 

Among the problems which are thus trembling on the 
verge of discovery — not of final and complete discovery, 
which no doubt may still be long in coming, but of the first 
beginnings of a real solution, — I believe that we may count 
this Synoptic problem as one. We cannot wonder at the 
delay ; for I doubt if in the whole range of literature there 
is another question which involves data so complicated, so 
minute, and to all appearance so conflicting. To find the 
hidden unity which shall reconcile these is indeed a difficult 
task. 

Practically we may say that the Synoptic problem has 
been before the world in its modern form for about a hun- 
dred years. If we look back over those hundred years we 
shall see a number of landmarks mapping out the course 
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which it has taken. The starting-point is Eichhorn's 
theory of a Protevangelium (1794), essentially right in its 
assumption of a common original source for our three 
Gospels, though wrong in its artificial construction of inter- 
mediate steps between the original Gospels and the Gospels 
as we have them. At the opposite pole to Eichhorn would 
be Schleiermacher's theory of Diegeses (1817), according 
to which the earliest stage in the history of the Gospels 
was not marked by any single document, but by aggre- 
gates of floating narrative, which by degrees were combined 
into larger wholes. Among these hypothetical aggregates, 
that which has established itself most permanently is 
the " Collection of Discourses '' by St. Matthew, which 
Schleiermacher elicited firom the evidence of Papias (1832). 
In strict order of time (1789-90), anterior both to Eichhorn 
and Schleiermacher, was Griesbach's enforcement of the 
view, which made our St. Mark an epitome not only (as 
St. Augustine held) of St. Matthew, but of the two com- 
panion Gospels. This theory exercised an important in- 
fluence over subsequent speculations, determining amongst 
others the order assigned to the Gospels by Baur, although 
it has been, I think, rightly remarked, that this alone of all 
the theories on the subject, not only is not true in itself, 
but does not even contain an element of truth. In 1818 
Gieseler put forward another theory, deriving our Gospels, 
not from any common document, but from a common base 
in oral tradition, in which he too has had a long line of 
followers, and which is even fyet most in favour in some 
conservative quarters. For twenty years the factors so far 
assumed were combined by different writers in different 
proportions, more attention being given to the statements 
of Papias. The most noticeable event is then the reaction 
in favour of St. Mark as against Griesbach's hypothesis, at 
the head of which might be placed the works of Weisse 
and Wilke, both of which appeared in the same year (1838). 
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We are thus brought to the Tubingen period of Baur, 
Zeller, and Schwegler, the characteristics of which are well 
known. The path of literary criticism was now deserted, 
and tho peculiar relations between the Gospels were 
explained as due rather to the theological leanings {tendeyiz) 
of the writers. Foremost among the opponents of Baur 
was Ewald (1849) ; but the next larger period is best 
dated from the close and searching work of Holtzmann 
{Die Synoptischen Evangelien, 1863) . Holtzmann decisively 
brought back the debate into the channel of literary 
criticism from which Baur had disturbed it, though the 
considerations on which Baur laid, as we can now see 
exaggerated, stress can never again be lost sight of. From 
1863 onwards the methods of inquiry have not noticeably 
altered ; for heirs to the Tubingen tradition like Hilgenfeld 
and Keim largely modified their views in this direction, 
and the return to a more extreme position by Holsten 
(in Die drei urspriinglichen noch ungeschriebenen Evan- 
gelien, 1883) met with little approval and no imitators. On 
the other hand, a number of very solid works, conspicuous 
among which I would name those by Weiss and Wendt, 
are constructed upon lines which do not diverge widely 
from Holtzmann.^ At the same time Holtzmann has made 
a number of concessions which have brought him nearer 
to his fellow workers in the subject.'^ 

At the end of this chain of evolution come the five 
works which I have named above. Dne of them. Professor 
Marshall's essay, makes no direct statement on the wider 
question of the origin of the Gospels. The single allusion 
which he makes to this, dating St. Luke's Gospel from the 
imprisonment of St. Paul at Caasarea, in the years 58-60, 
is an opinion which I cannot believe to be tenable.^ The 

^ Weiss, Das Marcm-Evangelium^ 1872 ; Das Matthaus-Evangeliwn und seine 
Lueas-parallelen, 1876 ; Einleitungt 1886. Wendt, Die Lehre JesUf 1886. 
' See his EinUiiungy p. 389, first edition, 1885. 
° Mr. Halcombe goes a step further than Professor Marshall ; he thinks that 
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other books all imply some form of the Synoptic theory ; 
and it is a satisfaction to find that they all imply sub- 
stantially the same. The common postulate of Mr. Car- 
penter and Mr. Wright in England, and of Dr. Ewald 
and Dr. Besch in Germany, is what is usually called the 
Two-Document Hypothesis; viz. the hypothesis that at the 
root of our three Synoptics there lie two main documents, 
a narrative by St. Mark composed from the preaching of 
St. Peter, and a collection of our Lord's discourses first 
put together by St. Matthew. It will be seen at once — 
and it is no small argument in support of the theory — 
that it is just two such documents as these to the existence 
of which Papias, in the first quarter of the second century, 
bears express testimony. It is now generally agreed that 
it would not be safe to base a theory of the origin of the 
Synoptics on Papias. alone : but the investigations of which 
we have been speaking have all been conducted indepen- 
dently of Papias, and all conducted also independently of 
each other ; so that when they are found to converge 
towards a conclusion with which the language of Papias 
is so easily reconcilable, the coincidence must needs carry 
great weight with it. 

At the present moment there can be little doubt that 
this Two-Document Hypothesis holds the field. It is how- 
ever a complex hypothesis, consisting of a number of parts 
which do not all stand upon the same footing ; and in the 
next paper I shall do my best to distinguish between them, 
and estimate what appear to be the several degrees of 
probability attaching to them, so as in some measure to 
define those lines of investigation on which most has been 
already done, and also those on which most remains to do. 

W. Sanday. 

St. John's Gospol ^.is written first, and St. Lake's last, and that all four Gospels 
''mast have bee t ii general circulation before the Acts of the Apostles," Le, before 
the year 62 or 0^ ' (Historic Eelatioiij etc., p. 235). 
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THE MINISTRY OF LIGHT. 

(2 Cor. iv. 1-6.) 

The historical situation may be briefly described. The 
Apostle had founded the Church at Corinth, and had 
watched over its growth with a father's anxious and loving 
care. He found that many troubles had arisen, and many 
disorders had crept in among them. He had already 
written them one Epistle. When he learned from Timothy 
and Titus what was the effect of his first Epistle, he writes 
again to deepen the impression made, and to remove from 
the minds of the Corinthian people certain prejudices and 
misconceptions they had formed regarding him and his 
ministry. He intended to visit them again. In order that 
his visit might be for their edification, he must by all means 
get them into a frame of mind which would enable them to 
receive him and his ministrations loyally and gladly. He 
must therefore vindicate his apostolic authority. He has 
a right to be heard ; he has authority to reprove, rebuke, 
and exhort, for he is an Apostle of Jesus Christ. His 
apostolic authority had been vehemently denied by many ; 
and he must, not as a personal matter, but in the interests 
of the Gospel, vindicate his authority. 

A main part of the vindication of his apostleship consists 
in a description of the character of the ministry he has 
exercised among them. He is willing to test it by its 
nature and results. Let the Corinthian Church do so, and 
he will abide by their decision. The section of the Epistle 
which we are now to consider sets forth one aspect of the 
ministry of the Gospel, and on this Paul lays stress for the 
vindication of his claim to the apostleship. True, he does 
not depend on this plea alone. He knows that he is an 
Apostle, that he is sent by the Lord Jesus Christ to be an 
ambassador to the nations. He has received the ministry ; 
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he has not nm without being sent. Bat he is content, to 
waive all other proof for the time, and to appeal to the 
C!orintbian Ghnrch on the ground of his personal character 
and the character of the ministry he had exercised among 
them. " Our glorying is this, the testimony of our con- 
science, that in holiness and sincerity of God, not in fleshly 
wisdom but in the grace of God, we behaved ourselves in 
the world, and more abundantly to you- ward " (2 Cor. i. 12). 
His appeal is not only to personal character and motive, but 
also to results which any one could verify. " Thanks be 
unto God, which always leadeth us in triumph in Christ, 
and maketh manifest through us the savour of His know- 
ledge in every place " (2 Cor. ii. 14). Nay, the Corinthians 
themselves are the sufficient and abiding proof of his 
ministry. They are "an epistle of Christ." They show 
that Paul is an able minister of the New Testament. 

In various ways, and from different points of view, he 
sets forth the character of the ministry he has received. It 
is "the ministration of the Spirit," "the ministration of 
righteousness." It is a ministration of freedom^ and of 
glory, and those who receive this ministry, those who 
exercise it, and those for whom it is exercised, " are trans- 
formed into the same image from glory to glory, even as 
from the Lord the Spirit" (iii. 18). At this point begins 
the passage we seek to study more fully. 

The possession and the exercise of such a ministry imply 
certain effects on the character of the Apostle. He cannot 
be a true minister, if he does not exclude from motive and 
action every unworthy aim and purpose. For this ministry 
has begun in mercy. He has not won it for himself, nor 
obtained the vocation of a minister by any merit of his own. 
So he writes, "even as we have obtained mercy." He 
acknowledges his helplessness; he knows that he cannot 
preach, nor do any good to himself or others, except in so 
fetr as Gt)d has had compassion on him. When he thinks of 
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the ministry, and of the pains and sorrows, as well as of 
the grace and glory, of it, the Apostle ever returns to this 
thought, that he had obtained mercy, that God had had 
compassion on him. "Howbeit I obtained mercy," he 
says in the First Epistle to Timothy. It is the undertone 
of all his thinking, and to this thought he ever returns. 
He must continue to fulfil the ministry he has received, 
since both the beginning and the continuance of it are 
signal instances of the mercy of God. 

He finds himself in the possession of " this ministry." 
He has not " taken the honour to himself," nor can he lay 
it down when he pleases. It is the work of God, and Paul 
must serve while life and strength endure. The manner 
of service is also determined for him. As Bengel says : 
" Misericordia Dei, per quam ministerium accipitur facit 
strenuos et sinceros." The Apostle cannot faint or fail, 
nor suffer himself to be discouraged. True, he may have to 
ask, " Who is sufficient for these things? " If so, it is only 
to answer, " We are not as the many, corrupting the word 
of God : but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of 
God, speak we in Christ" (ii. 17). Dangers and difficulties 
may meet him, he may be spoken against and maligned, 
his Gospel may be veiled, and his ministry seem to fail; 
but because he has obtained mercy he does not faint nor 
fail. The mercy of God has found him, and made him 
simple, strong, sincere. 

The service in which he stands limits him also in the 
use of means. Certain means he must renounce. There 
are ways of action he cannot use. He cannot do evil that 
good may come. Not even in the interests of the Gospel 
can he do aught contrary to the spirit of the Gospel. ** We 
have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking 
in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully" 
(iv. 2). He proceeds from the general to the particular. 
He will not yield to the impulse of shame, nor seek to hide 
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what the sense of shame prompts him to conceal. The 
ministry must be honest and open and true. It must 
neither extenuate nor exaggerate, nor yield in any way to 
the suggestions of a mere sense of honour. These are 
weapons of the flesh, which the Apostle cannot wield. Nor 
can he walk in craftiness, that is, he must not use crafty 
means to gain his ends ; and he must use the word of God 
fairly and rightly, according to its meaning and purpose. 

These are the negative conditions of the ministry of the 
word of God, conditions which every ministry is bound 
to fulfil. As we look at them, and ponder over their wide 
significance, we are reminded of the statements made by 
eminent men of science with regard to the scientific love of 
truth for its own sake. They tell us of the severe con- 
ditions under which men of science must serve if they are 
to be true to their calling. Some of them indeed speak as 
if they alone had a scientific conscience, and had a monopoly 
of that spirit which looks at truth and fact objectively, and 
with supreme disregard of all other considerations. But 
the scientific regard to truth is manifested in regal splen- 
dour by the Apostle in this great passage, as indeed it is 
throughout his writings. We need not carry the war into 
the enemy's country, nor inquire how far scientific men live 
up to the height of their great calling. Let us accept their 
teaching, and disregard their practice when inconsistent 
with it. However high and pure their teaching with regard 
to the purity of truth may be, we had not to wait in order 
to learn it from them. Here we have it in living, concrete 
form, ruling the practice of a man who lived and acted 
according to its behests many centuries ago; and to him 
we would do well to listen. He will tell us that there are 
many ways in which we may not walk, and many means 
we may not use. Whatsoever kind of ministry we may 
have in the Church of Christ, whether we have to speak to 
popular audiences, in the full glare of public life, or whether 
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our work is in the study, in all cases we have to renounce 
the hidden things of shame, put craftiness away, and handle 
the word of God fairly and honestly. We must not bring 
prejudice to exposition, nor permit tradition to draw a veil 
over the word of God. We must follow the truth whereso- 
ever it may lead us, let the consequences be what they may : 
such are the teaching and practice of the Apostle. 

On the positive side he is equally precise. He desires to 
commend himself to the people of Corinth, but he will not, 
as the antagonistic teachers did, use letters of commenda- 
tion, or descend to intrigue, or adulterate the word of God, 
to win their honour and love. He has one, only one, way 
of commending himself. "By the manifestation of the 
truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in 
the sight of God.'* These are the only legitimate means 
for him ; all others are excluded by the very nature of his 
ministry. He has received the truth, and the truth he 
must make manifest ; and by truth he means the whole 
contents of the Gospel of Christ. His mission is to make 
the truth contained in the Gospel known to all. The truth 
thus made manifest is of .itself sufficient to commend the 
preacher to the people. He needs no other commenda- 
tion, and ought not to seek any other. The limits he pre- 
scribes to himself are a source of strength to him, for they 
enable him to go straight to his object ; and his object is to 
win men for the truth and by the truth. But a further 
limitation meets us as we advance. It is not all kinds of 
Gospel truth, nor all ways of presenting it, that the Apostle 
means. It is such truth and such a way of presenting 
truth as directly appeals to the conscience. The aim is 
practical, and is meant to influence conduct ; and therefore 
the truth of the Gospel is presented by the Apostle in such 
a way as to move the conscience and stir to action. 

It may indeed be said that all kinds of truth have their 
value, and all appeal to the conscience. It is also true that 
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every truth tests a man, and declares of what sort he 
is. By the reception he gives to any discovery of a truth in 
science newly set forth, a man shows whether he has a free, 
open, receptive mind, or a mind given over to prejudice and 
preconception. His reception of a truth varies in inverse 
proportion to the number of prejudices it has to overcome. 
The greater the number of prejudices it has to overcome 
the less welcome it is. The truth of the Gospel however 
disturbs more prejudices, sets in motion a greater number 
of dishkes, and cuts athwart a greater number of human 
tendencies, than is the case with truths in science, philo- 
sophy, or ethics. It is also of more transcendental impor- 
tance than any other truth. The manifestation of it tries 
and tests a man in the most terrible way. By the accep- 
tance of the truth he shows his sincerity and honesty, his 
nobility of mind and cleanness of conscience, as by the re- 
jection of it he shows that ho has no interest in the truth 
as such. 

The Apostle assumes however, that the manifestation of 
the truth of the Gospel must have its effect on the con- 
science of every man, just as he assumes that every man 
has a conscience. Every man has the faculty of moral 
judgment, and to this faculty in particular the Apostle 
appeals. If the conscience were aroused, if he could over- 
come and remove the perversion or the stubbornness of the 
moral judgment, if. he could make the truth manifest to them 
in such a way as to accomplish this, then his work would 
almost be done. But whether this was the result or not, 
it was always his aim. He will manifest the truth, and do 
this as in the presence of God ; and if the conscience of men 
remain irresponsive, the Apostle cannot help it. He has 
done what he could. What can the cause of failure be ? 
It does not lie in the truth, nor in the presentation of the 
truth by the Apostle. The success of the Gospel in other 
places, and among the Corinthians themselves, proves that 
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this is not the reason. Kor does failure arise from the 
absence of conscience in man. Man has a conscience, to 
which the truth may come and on which it may act. What 
then is the hindrance? Why has the truth failed? and 
why has the conscience remained stubborn and refractory ? 
Not from the nature of the truth, nor from the nature of 
the conscience, but from the fact that in the case of some 
these two do never get into contact. There is an afl&nity 
between the truth of the Gospel and the conscience ; and the 
contention of the Apostle is, that as soon as truth and con- 
science fairly meet, their relationship and correspondence 
are at once demonstrated. The conscience is quickened 
and enlightened by contact with the truth. 

He has however to consider the nature and cause of 
failure. " But if even it is the case that our Gospel is veiled, 
it is veiled in them that are perishing." He states a fact, 
and gives an explanation of it. Failure is so far admitted. 
The Gospel has not reached the hearts and consciences of 
some people. Why? Because there is a veil between. 
The Apostle finds some difficulty in saying what he precisely 
means. In answer to the objection that the truth has 
not commended itself to the conscience of every man, he 
has to assume that the Gospel is veiled. But the assump- 
tion is made only for the moment. He immediately pro- 
ceeds to show that the veil is not on the Gospel, which, 
like the sun, is always shining, but is on the heart of the 
"perishing." The truth has been manifested to them, the 
Gospel has been shining on them, and they have been 
unable to see it. This does not invalidate the truth or the 
power of the Gospel; on the contrary, it only serves to 
show that there are people who are perishing. Inability to 
see the truth is a proof of the perilous condition in which 
they are. 

Such, says the Apostle, is the fact. He next proceeds to 
give the explanation. He had in the former section to 
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deal with the unbelief of the Jews, and to explain why the 
veil lay on the heart of the Jews " whensoever Moses is 
read." But the same explanation does not serve here. For 
the light of the Gospel is so much clearer, brighter, more 
glorious than the light of the former dispensation, that it 
ought to have pierced through the veil, and to have reached 
the conscience. Mere prejudice, or any habit or cause 
which has its origin in human life alone, will not account 
for the dense resistance to, and stubborn ignoring of, the 
truth. It has a deeper origin. The veil is manufactured 
elsewhere. Its dense folds, which no ray of light can 
pierce, betray its author. The Apostle does not hesitate ; 
he traces the authorship of the veil to one whose proper 
work it is. The veil is in them that are perishing ; but 
they are perishing because the god of this world is working 
in their hearts. '' In whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of the unbelieving." iv oh describes to 
us the secret sphere of the working of the god of this world. 
In the inner life, in the secret place where are the springs 
and sources of feeling, thought, and action, the god of this 
present age is working, so that those under his influence 
are made blind. They cannot see the light. They are 
unable to apprehend the truth. The god of this world has 
been successful in his characteristic work. He has veiled 
the conscience, he has made the intelligence blind, he has 
deadened the feeUng : with the result that the people do 
not believe, and because they do not believe they are lost. 

The god of this world uses for his own ends the men, the 
things^ and the operations of the present life. His aim is 
to make the Gospel and the glory of Christ of none effect. 
" That the hght of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should not dawn upon them.*' Such is 
the purpose of the god of this world, and such is the loss 
sustained by those who are blinded. But the description 
of the work of the god of this world gives the Apostle an 
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opportunity of describing in fall and clear terms the nature 
and the result of the ministry of light. Three stages in this 
ministry are clearly seen. The first stage reveals to us the 
Gospel of the glory of Christ in conflict with the power of 
the god of this world. There is the struggle of light with 
darkness. The light seeks to shine, to pierce through the 
veil drawn over the heart, intelligence, and conscience of 
men. This first conflict is described in the fourth verse. 
The second stage arises when the first conflict is over, and 
the light has so far won the victory as to shine within the 
heart. It is God who shined iv rah Kaphlai^ tjfi&y. In that 
shining within the heart the light has won a further victory, 
and has transformed the character, so as to make the man 
in his turn a source of light. And this is the third stage 
of the ministry of light, described in the concluding clause 
of the sixth verse, irpo^ (fxDTiafioy t^9 yvdyaeo)^, for the 
shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. Shining on us, shining in us, shining 
forth from us : such are the three stages in the ministry 
of light. 

It may be well to justify the conclusion by a more de- 
tailed exposition. To set forth the more common view of 
this passage, we may quote from the paraphrase contained 
in the commentary on Second Corinthians by the late Dean 
Stanley : '* If there be any veil still remaining between us 
and you, it is on your side, not on ours ; it is a veil inter- 
posed by the god of this dark and blind and unbelieving 
world, to whom some surrender themselves — not by the true 
God, who is represented faithfully to you in our Lord and 
Master Jesus, whose slaves we are, and to whom alone, 
not to ourselves, do we wish to subject your minds. He is 
the true God, who, at the beginning, said, 'Let there be 
light,' who now pours into your hearts the full blaze of 
His glory from the face of Jesus Christ " {St. PauVs Epistle 
to the Corinthians, vol. ii., p. 76). Professor Agar Beet thus 
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sums up the meaning of ver. 6 : " While we gaze upon 
that face as reflected in the Gospel mirror — i.e. while we 
contemplate His character as pourtrayed in the Gospel, — we 
behold in the face of Christ the greatness of God. That 
the light which filled Paul's heart was an outshining of 
God in creative power, and that it had shone forth in him 
that men might know and wonder at the grandeur of 
God, moved him to devote himself to the service of man 
by proclaiming this glorious Gospel" {Tlie Epistles to the 
Corinthians, p. 361). Meyer thus explains: "For God, 
who bad light to shine out of darkness, it is who caused it 
to shine in our hearts, in order that we should make the 
knowledge of the Divine glory give light in the presence 
of Christ. Apart from this figurative knowledge, the sense 
is : For it is God, the Creator of light, who bestowed on us 
the spiritual light communicated to us, not that we might 
retain it for ouraelves without further communication, but 
that we should convey the knowledge of the Divine glory 
to others, in making this knowledge manifest to them in 
Christ, whom we teach them to know** (Meyer on Corin- 
thiansy vol. ii., p. 231, English translation). It seems to us 
that of these typical expositions, the one who most clearly 
apprehends the thought of the Apostle is Meyer. Pro- 
fessor Beet, in his able commentary, for the excellence and 
helpfulness of which we are all so thankful to him, has, 
it appears to us, not quite followed the sequence of the 
Apostle's thought, and Dean Stanley seems to have missed 
it altogether. 

For the last clause, beginning tt/do? <f>(DTt(Tfi6v/\^ not a mere 
explanation of the phrase, iv rah /capBiai^. The shining 
forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ is from those in whose hearts God has shined 
unto others. The object of the shining is, not to give 
further light to those in whose hearts God has shined, but 
to convey to others by means of them the knowledge of 
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Christ. Meyer thus explains: "In order that the knowledge 
of the Divine glory may be conveyed and diffused from us to 
others through the preaching of Christ." This may be held 
as adequate if we give a wide enough meaning to the word 
preaching, and make it to mean preaching by living as well 
as preaching by words; for the bearing of the whole sec- 
tion constrains us to think of character and life, and not 
merely of speech. We cannot divide speech from life. For 
the essence of the Apostle's meaning here is, that he 
preaches what he lives by, and lives by what he preaches. 

We shall seek to trace the development of the Apostle's 
thought. He seeks to make the Gospel of the glory of 
Christ shine upon the minds of men. This is his lifelong 
aim and purpose. ' Of himself he does not think, nor of his 
own share in the work, until he is forced to do so by the 
opposition of others. He vindicates himself only in so far 
as that vindication of his ministry serves for the main pur- 
pose of making Christ manifest unto men. " We preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves your 
servants for Jesus' sake." His business therefore is to 
preach Christ Jesus as Lord. But he cannot describe the 
ministry he has received and the object of that ministry 
without, indicating the effects of the Gospel on his own 
chara*cter and life, as well as on the lives of others. Before 
his mind is the picture of the great conflict between light 
and darkness. He sees the greatness of the powers which 
wage war with one another. On the one hand, the powers 
of evil within the mind and heart of men are reinforced 
by the power of the " god of this world," whose work Paul 
conceives to be the blinding of the thoughts of men ; on 
the other hand, is Christ, who is the image of God. From 
Christ shines forth the glory and the light, which is suffi* 
cient to lighten every man. Some indeed do not receive the 
light. But the light shineth notwithstanding. With a brief 
description of the powers of light and of darkness, and of 
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the war they wage with one another in and for possession of 
the hearts of men, the Apostle tarns to the consideration of 
the next stage of the conflict. Somehow the Gospel of the 
glory of Christ has pierced the veil, and has come into con- 
tact with the conscience. Christ, the image of God, the 
visible manifestation of the invisible Father, has been mani- 
fested to men'; and men have received Him, the works of 
the power of evil notwithstanding. 

Bat with the manifestation of the Son, who is the image 
of God, there comes the manifestation of the Father. Thas 
the thought of the Apostle goes simply back from Him who 
is the image of God to God Himself. The light which 
shines forth from the Son is the light of the Father. The 
light which shines in the Christian heart is a light worthy 
to be compared with the light which sprang oat of darkness 
at the bidding of the Almighty : " Let light be, and light 
was." So God spake in the making of the world. It is the 
same creative power which is at work in the hearts of men, 
removing blindness from the intelligence, weakness from 
the willy and deadness from the feeling. But as soon as the 
light has penetrated within the man, and shines within the 
heart, it transforms and parities the whole man. As the Son 
is " the effolgence of the glory of God, and the very image 
of His substance," so those in whose hearts God does shine 
become in their own persons ' the light of the world.' " 
The light has shone upon them, has passed into them, and 
in its progress has so transformed them, that now there 
shines forth from them the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Into farther detail we need not enter at present, nor need 
we say how many and how liberal are the applications 
which flow from this view of the passage. How great and 
high are the responsibilities of a Christian ministry, which 
is bound to realize tbis great apostolic ideal ! 

James Iverach. 
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APPENDIX TO DB. PEROWNKS 

''NOTES ON genesis:' 

THE MOSAIC AXD GEOLOGIC HISTORY. 

We cannot obtain from geology more than an inferential 
knowledge as to the condition of the globe in the beginning. 
Probably it was an incandescent mass, snrroanded by a 
vaporous atmosphere ; not improbably the present con- 
dition of the smi may represent a very early stage of the 
earth's history. As this mass cooled the vapours would be 
precipitated, the result being dry land and ocean ; the latter 
gathering in the accidental inequalities of the crust of the 
globe^ which at a short distance beneath the surface would 
then be at a very high temperature. The most recent 
researches are favourable to the idea that the great majority 
of the gneisses and crystalline schists — the rocks commonly 
called metamorphic — are not rocks which have once con- 
tained fossils, but are anterior to the great mass of the 
fossiUferous rocks, and have been formed under conditions 
which, if they have ever recurred, have done so very 
exceptionally. 

The earliest of the groups of fossiliferous rocks is called 
the Cambrian. It is more than probable that life began 
before this time, but at present we have not found any 
certain traces of it. The rocks of the Cambrian, especially 
the older beds, are not rich in fossils ; still we find (even 
very low down) remains of various molluscs (brachiopods), 
crustaceans (trilobites, etc.), a sponge, and probably anne- 
lids. Towards the end of the era the number of genera and 
species increases, but the general character of the fauna 
does not materially alter ; it is wholly invertebrate. 

In the next group (Ordovician, or Lower Silurian of some 
authors), the fauna becomes much richer, but still con- 
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sists of representatives of the same great divisions of the 
organic world, sponges, corals, hydrozoa, echinodermata, 
crastacea, annelida, polyzoa, moUasca. In the nest (Silu- 
rian or Upper Silurian), the same continues; but we have the 
first vertebrata (fishes). These however are not common. 
Some remains of plants — though rare — have been found ; 
a very few have, indeed, been identified in the preceding 
period, but the evidence is often doubtful. 

In the next (Devonian or Old Eed Sandstone), plants are 
commoner, fishes (of peculiar type) are abundant ; the rest 
of the fauna, broadly speaking, is similar to the last. In 
the next (Carboniferous), plants are very abundant, bat of 
low organization, chiefly ferns, club-mosses, marestails, etc. 
We must however remember that apparently we have 
only the representatives of the flora of the swampy grounds. 
There must have been an upland flora, but we do not 
know it. Amphibians are added to the vertebrates ; in- 
sects (such as beetles and various " flies '') appear to have 
been rather common. The Permian gives us a true reptile. 

These groups form the great Palaeozoic Period. In it 
the fauna is mainly marine, invertebrata abound, and show 
a gradual progress in development. The caelenterata, the 
echinodermata, the annelida, and the mollusca abound, but 
are usually very different from those now living, and the 
less highly developed members are the more abundant. 
Plants and vertebrata are both observed about half way 
up, but it is not impossible that the former had long 
existed ; markings, which some refer to sea-weeds, have 
been observed much lower down. Birds, mammals, and 
the more highly developed reptiles (except perhaps just at 
the end), have not been observed. 

The next groups (Triassic, Jurassic, Neocomian, Cre- 
taceous) are contained in what is called the Mesozoic or 
Secondary Period. Gradually the flora and fauna become 
more like those which now exist ; the fishes become more 
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allied to existing genera of fishes. The abnormal Crustacea 
have disappeared. The amphibia dwindle, and great rep- 
tiles abound both on sea and land. Bather early in the 
period (end of Trias) a mammal (a small marsupial) occurs, 
and others have been noticed later on. Still mammals 
appear to have been small, rare, and of low organization. 
Birds have not certainly been found prior to the upper 
part of the Jurassic, and the first (archaeopteryx) was a very 
abnormal one. True birds occur in the Cretaceous. So far 
as we know, the mammal existed before the bird ; but there 
were flying reptiles (pterodactyles, etc.) quite early in the 
Secondary Period. 

The next great period is the Tertiary or Kainozoic. It 
is hardly needful to go into details. Everything gradually 
gets more like what now exists. The great lizards have 
gone ; mammals are now abundant, and often large. At 
first they differ much from existing mammals; gradually 
genera and the species which still survive appear, as the 
old forms die out. 

This I believe to be fairly accurate ; but we must remem- 
ber that the geologic record is imperfect. 

(1) The majority of animals without any hard parts 
practically leave no trace {e.g. a "jellyfish *'). 

(2) The hard parts are often obliterated afterwards. 

(3) Our record is partial — the fossiliferous beds are mostly 
marine, some freshwater ; that is, we have a fair idea oi 
the flora and fauna of the sea, of rivers, valleys, deltas, 
lakes, and swamps, but none, or next to it, of the ordinary 
moorland, forest, and hillside. 

(4) A large part of the world is still unknown to us. 
Now of the above imperfections, (1) is probably only 

important to the scientific zoologist. (2) and (4) will more 
or less tell alike on all formations, so that we may safely 
reason by induction (within limits) from what we possess; 
e.g./\i we have found no fish remains in the Cambrian or 
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Ordovician, then either fishes did not exist or, if they did, 
were exceedingly rare. 

(3) is more serious. We have to bear in mind that we 
really know very little about the ordinary terrestrial flora 
or fauna. Still I think we may safely argue that mammals 
and birds did not exist in the Palaeozoic and were rare in 
the Mesozoic periods. 

Suppose then we picture the salient features : 

(1) Light. Earth self-luminous, without counting the sun. 

(2) Precipitation of vapour. Formation of sea, and dis- 
tinction of dry land. 

(3) Marine invetebrate fauna. 

(4) Abundant terrestrial vegetation {i,e. the Carboniferous 
with the Devonian). 

(5) Great saurians. Marine and terrestrial ; the flying 
saurians might be counted as birds. 

(6) Mammalia. 

Now I will take the order given in the book of Genesis 
for the several days, 
(i.) Light. 

(ii.) The separation of waters. 

(iii.) Distinction of land and water ; creation of plant life, 
(iv.) Lights set in the firmament, 
(v.) Water peopled ; air peopled, 
(vi.) Land peopled. 

Now as regards the latter order: (i.) agrees with (1) in 
the former, (ii.) and part of (iii.) agree with (2). The 
remainder of (iii.), plant life, may be more correct than the 
position in the former list (4), because we should expect 
plant life to be at least as old, if not older, than animal life. 
This may be a case where our information is at fault. 

But for (iv.) in latter list we can find no place. Evening 
and morning, in any strict sense, cannot exist without the 
sun; and astronomy forbids us to believe that sun and moon 
can be thus separated from the early history of the earth. 
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(v.) The appearance of "whales" (saxmans) and birds 
would do, but the peopling of the water generally is the 
earliest thing we know ; moreover, if the " creeping thing " 
in (vi.) means insects^ these were early in appearance. 

Hence I do not think that the order given by the writer 
in Genesis can be treated scientifically. Do I think it an 
" old wife's tale " ? No ; I believe it to a great extent a 
revelation, but one into which, for purposes we can well 
understand, the human element enters largely. I look upon 
it as a poem or word-picture, whereby soriie great truths 
were conveyed, as in a rough sketch, to men. The pictures 
probably represent visions; the evening and the morning 
the gathering into shape and fading into darkness of the 
vision, like a dissolving view (putting darkness for the lamp- 
light in the scene) } I think that the personaUty of the 
seer also comes in, and he represents the process of crea- 
tion in a series of visions, in what I may call his own 
natural order of thought. 

To the end of ver. 6 he narrates the events as the cosmo- 
gony of the day suggests, but points out that all is Grod's 
work. In ver. 7 we have the primary idea of land and water 
separating. Then, to the dweller away from the sea coast, 
whose main and central idea was the land, to whom per- 
haps the rocks and sands of the desert were an abomination, 
the primary idea in fitting the land for occupation would 
be clothing it with verdure. The reference to sun and 
moon next in order I look upon as a result of the astronomy 
of the time, which regards them as satellites of the earth 
rather than it as a satellite of the sun ; and this would be 
another stage of preparation. 

We then proceed to the peopling of the earth. Here it 
seems to me that the seer proceeds gradually towards the 
crowning work : first bringing in those creatures most 

' On evening and morning see P. H. Mason's Hebrew Exercise Book, pref. to 
concluding part, vii. 
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remote from man and his uses; and, lastly, man himself 
when all was ready. When the farm was stocked, the 
farmer came. 

Thus I think you cannot " harmonize," except in the 
widest and most general sense, the Scripture account with 
that of science ; but I also think that the former is so vague, 
so obviously popular in form, so concerned only about the 
central truth, that to talk of contradiction is useless. A 
child or uneducated person might give us an account ot 
some complicated process, which was true in the main, yet 
full of small inaccuracies and mistakes in sequence and 
in theory. 

Of course I am aware of the correspondences between 
the early Chaldsean cosmogony and that in Genesis, but to 
dwell on this subject is beside my purpose. I will merely 
add that the former, as it has been well said, is saturated 
with polytheism, and that the expargation of such an ele- 
ment, at this epoch of the world's history, is to me a 
mark of inspiration. 

T. G. BONNEY. 

THE ARAMAIC GOSPEL. 

The New Criterion. 

There are two facts which, as we have seen from our 
preliminary paper of last month, are almost universally 
conceded : (1) that our Lord ordinarily spoke Aramaic ; and 
(2) that Matthew wrote the Logia rg 'E^pathi ZiaXUrtp, 
But when we step beyond this, we come into the arena of 
debate. If we ask. In what language did Matthew write? 
or. What did he write ? we receive very discordant replies. 
It might be supposed that all who admitted that Christ 
spoke Aramaic would also admit that, if His words were 
originally written . in any Semitic tongue, they would be 
written precisely as spoken. But this is not the case. 
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Even so high an authority as the late Dr. Franz Delitzsch 
believed that the Savioar spoke in the vernacular, yet main- 
tained that the literature of the period existed only in New- 
Hebrew ; and in commenting on the words of Fapias, 
though he admits that the word 'Efipalari was sometimes 
used for XaXSauTTi, he yet holds that " it is very improbable 
that Matthew wrote Aramaic" Having been for some 
years a devoted student of DeUtzsch's Hebrew New Testa- 
ment, it was a vnrench to me to doubt his accuracy. There 
was however this grave difficulty. If Delitzsch be correct, 
the words of Jesus, as we know them in the Greek Tes- 
tament, have undergone a twofold translation : first from 
Aramaic into New-Hebrew; then from this into Greek. 
That is not a view one would prefer to adopt, if one might 
choose. It is therefore a point worth considering, whether 
the Aramaic fragments embedded in our present Greek 
Gospels may not be words transliterated from a primitive 
document — words which were felt too precious to translate. 
May not these words be samples of the dialect in which the 
whole of the Logia was written ? If so, since these speci- 
mens are uniformly Targumic Aramaic, Matthew wrote in 
the same language as Onkelos. Should the theory advo- 
cated in these papers prove to be of permanent value in 
the solution of the problems of the Gospels, we have ** the 
moment of its genesis" in the surmise, which gradually 
deepened into a fixed conviction, that the Urevangelium was 
written in the language of the Jewish Targums — not how- 
ever without sundry dialectal peculiarities found in the 
Samaritan Targum. Delitzsch tells us that one of his 
friends suggested that he should translate the New Testa- 
ment, not into Hebrew, but into Aramaic, since that was 
the language spoken in Palestine in the days of Christ; 
but he adds, ** dieser Wunsch beruht auf einer Illusion." ^ 
Perhaps not. At all events we are willing to hinge the 

* Quoted in Eautzsch's Grammatik des Biblisch-AramHischen, p. 5. 
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matter here : That language which best explains the verbal 
divergences in our present Gospels must be voted to be the 
one in which the Logia was written. 

Even more discordant are the views as to what Matthew 
originally wrote, what would be included in the Logia, 
Was it the entire Gospel known to us ; or simply the dis- 
courses of our Lord ; or the discourses plus some narratives 
which gave occasion to the discourses? Several methods 
have been devised by which to arrive at the contents of the 
Logia. We can but enumerate them here, but will give 
them a fuller investigation by-and-by. 

1. There is what we may call the harmonistic method. 
Those pericopcB which three — or in some cases two — of the 
synoptists possess in common were, in the judgment of 
Eichhorn, to be assigned to the Syro-Chaldaic Urevange- 
Hum ; except those passages which, though found even in 
all three Gospels, are scattered in different connexions 
{Einleitung, vol. i., § 56). 

2. We have the mathematical method. Thus we may 
designate the method of Weisse, who arrived at the con- 
tents of the Logia by subtracting the canonical Mark from 
Matthew iii.-xxviii. ; or, by subtracting from Luke, (1) what 
he possesses in common with Mark, and (2) what is found 
in Luke only. The residue is almost the same in both 
cases ; and as Matthew and Luke were independent of each 
other, they must, in these passages, have been indebted to 
a common '' source "; and since this residue consists almost 
exclusively of discourses^ it was proclaimed to be the long- 
lost Logia. The canonical Mark and the Logia are thus 
two original, independent documents. 

3. We have the subjective method. We apply this 
designation to the ingenious theories of Dr. Bernhard 
Weiss.^ He has proved very satisfactorily (a) that the 

* Weiss* Manual of Introduction in Messrs. Hodder & Stoughton's *• Foreign 
BibUcal Library," vol. ii., pp. 225, 247, 
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Logia did not contain discourses merely, but also some 
narratives which served ais a setting to the precious gems ; 
and {h) that Mark was in some passages indebted to the 
Logia, while in other passages our present Greek Matthew 
was indebted to Mark. The consideration which directed 
Weiss in threading his way through this maze, and in 
deciding how many of Mark's narratives belonged to the 
Logia, and how many were original to him, was this : In 
what cases does Mark show "an inferior text**? Taking 
it for granted that all borrowers amplify, he proceeded 
thus : when Matthew (or Luke) gives a " short, sketchy, 
and withal polished and condensed " form of a narrative, 
whereas Mark " gives a richer and freer embellishment of 
the same, and yefc seems ever going back to this simpler 
form, so familiar to him that his adherence to it often dis- 
turbs the flow of his own description," such parts are 
borrowed by Mark from the Logia. With whatever scholar- 
ship and sobriety of judgment this method may be applied, 
it is evident that it affords too much scope for the play of 
subjectivity. What two men would always agree on what 
constitutes **an inferior text " ? The method lacks objec- 
tive certitude — even though in some hands it may lead to 
correct results : a more tangible dividing-rod is eminently 
desirable. 

4. As supplying to some extent this desideratum, we 
would respectfully submit for consideration a linguistic 
method. We venture to think that it yields more objective 
certitude than the foregoing, and leaves less room for 
caprice and egoism. If the method be accepted, all who 
are conversant vsdth Greek and Aramaic are well-nigh certain 
to come to the same conclusions ; and thus some degree of 
scientific accuracy will be attainable. Besides this, although 
our investigations were conducted in ignorance, or forgetful- 
ness, of the results of Dr. Weiss, it is gratifying to find 
bow nearly our table of contents of the Logia corresponds 
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with his {Matthdusevangelium, pp. 18-35). When the same 
answer is obtained to a mathematical problem by two 
distinct modes of working, each confirms the other; and 
the attainment of closely similar results by the totally 
independent use of two different methods is a confirmation 
of both. We proceed now therefore to the exposition of 

The Linguistic Method. 

A careful and minute study of a Greek harmony of the 
Gospels reveals a threefold classification of their contents. 

A. — There are numerous passages — sections, verses, or 
phrases — in which each of the evangelists stands alone. 

B. — There are many instances in which two, or sometimes 
three, evangelists agree verbatim ; or at all events the differ- 
ences are not greater than may have taken place in process 
of transcription firom a Greek text, nor than are actually 
found in different MSS. of the same Greek author. 

C. — There are other instances where the parallel passages 
agree in thought, but not in toords. Verse after verse, 
thought corresponds with thought, phrase with phrase ; and 
yet there is far from a verbal identity. The passages are 
tantamount, but not identical ; the resemblance is substan- 
tial, but not verbal. It is these portions which we shall 
claim for the Logia, and shall try to show that in many 
instances these verbal divergences are traceable to a 
variant translation of a common Aramaic original. The 
distinction between classes B and C is, for our present 
purpose, radical. Do the parallel passages resemble each 
other substantially or verbally? That is our criterion. 
And taking this dividing-rod in our hands, we shall use 
it calmly and firmly. We shall allow no preconceptions 
to influence us as to what a primitive Gospel might be 
expected to contain. We shall be guided solely by lin- 
guistic considerations. Those sections or verses which 
bear marks of being translation work we shall claim for 

OZ. III. ^ 
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the Logia; and those in which the agreement is verbal 
we shall not claim, except in some instances to be after- 
wards specified. 

The question we would now therefore ask is this : What 
are the indications of translation work ? What are the 
phenomena which present themselves regularly, in college 
life, for instance, in connexion with productions that are 
known to be translations from the same foreign author ? 

May we be forgiven if we first mention an abnormal 
phenomenon ? It is said that occasionally in the schools 
on the Continent and elsewhere, it has been observed that 
there is a remarkable similarity in some few examination 
papers: line after line is the same, not only in thought, 
but in the minutest details of words. The attention of 
the ever-unsuspecting examiner is at last aroused to this 
resemblance, and he feels obliged to attribute it to one or 
other of two causes : either these men sat near each other 
during the examination, and copied in succession from some 
one paper ; or each of them has in his possession the same 
"crib," and has committed it to memory. In the latter 
case we have no bond fide translation work at all ; in the 
former, we have one translation and several transcriptions. 
In accordance with these phenomena, when, in our micro- 
scopic study of the harmony of the Gospels, we come upon 
passages where, for one or more verses, the agreement is 
verbal, we shall feel justified in saying: " This is not trans- 
lation work." Those passages where the verbal identity is 
evident we shall, with few exceptions, relegate to class B, 
and shall not claim them for the Logia. The exceptions 
referred to are those cases in which, embedded in a 
narrative which we take to be Aramaic, we find the words 
of the Lord Jesus given in two or three evangelists in 
verbal agreement; and we shall then raise the question, 
whether these identical Greek words may not (since the 
narrative setting is Aramaic) be the words actually spoken 
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by onr liord, transmitted with faithful, literal accuracy 
exactly as they were uttered. Whether the longer sections 
and narratives, which present verbal agreement in the 
Greek, ever formed part of one and the same primitive 
document ; whether there is any aflBnity or thread of con- 
nexion between these detached fragments, may furnish a 
theme for other investigators ; but the task will be much 
simplified when the Logia has been eliminated. 

In seeking now to classify the ordinary indications of 
translation work, we intend in almost every case to give 
illustrations from the two translations of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, presented respectively in the Septuagint and the New 
Testament quotations. The wisdom of this procedure will 
appear more clearly later on, but some advantages may 
be mentioned now. (1) The circumstances are precisely 
similar. On the one hand, we have two translations from 
the Hebrew; and, 6n the other, we have presumably two, or 
three, evangelists translating from the Aramaic Logia. (2) 
Both primary documents are in a Semitic language, and 
hence the points of resemblance are closer than if our illus- 
trations were drawn from a European language. (3) It 
will curb our imagination. We shall escape any danger 
into which an exuberant fancy might fall, in the selection 
of ''indications of translation"; for we shall rigorously 
confine ourselves to those which are actually present in the 
existing records. (4) When we have arranged our classes 
of the discrepancies actually occurring in the two extant 
Greek translations of the Hebrew Scriptures, we might 
argue from analogy that the same kinds of variations would 
occur in the work of two Greek scholars translating from 
an Aramaic exemplar; and it is no slight confirmation of 
the soundness of our hypothesis, that there is an exact 
correspondence. (5) The analogy goes further. When we 
are exhibiting the verbal discrepancies between the New 
Testament quotations and the Hebrew text, we are dealing 
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with two inspired records. We have thus a most instruc- 
tive study as to what extent verbal divergences are com- 
patible with inspiration. And ever bearing in mind that 
the evangelists were inspired of God, we shall have a safe 
guide as to how far it is reverent to suppose these inspired 
men capable of verbal inaccuracy in their translations from 
the Aramaic, if we confine ourselves strictly to those kinds 
of divergence which do actually occur between the Old 
Testament and the New. We shall not adduce one species 
of discrepancy between the evangelists which has not been 
shown to exist in the New Testament as compared with the 
Hebrew. (6) Inasmuch as the New Testament quotations 
have not been classified in this manner heretofore, our 
labour will incidentally serve as a small contribution to that 
important subject. 

And now we will re-state our question : What are the 
well recognised indications of translation work ? 

I. The surest indication of good, honest work in translat- 
ing from a foreign author is when the different members of 
a class express the thought of the original in diverse ways, 
corresponding to the idiosyncrasy of each student. No one 
knows so well as an examiner of papers translating from 
some foreign classic, into how many ways the same thought 
may be thrown ; and if each man translates independently, 
there will be agreement in substance, but not in words. We 
cannot illustrate this point very well from the translations of 
the Hebrew as presented in the LXX. and New Testament, 
because confessedly they are not independent translations. 
Whether the New Testament writers translated directly 
from the Hebrew, or used a recension of the LXX. slightly 
differing from that which we at present possess, it is 
apparent that the translator of our New Testament quota- 
tions had in mind a familiar Greek text, and only deviated 
from it when the Hebrew MS. from which he was translat- 
ing seemed to him to demand an emendation. 
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II. A desire to be literal leads a translator to introduce 
idioms into his work which are foreign to his native tongue. 
The Latin scholar is in danger of falling into a Latinized 
style, even when he is not translating. When the student 
of the Greek classics passes from the study of Xenophon 
and Thucydides to that of the Septuagint, he is struck by 
the deviations £rom classical propriety ; and if he is at the 
same time familiar with Hebrew, he observes that these are 
in most cases distinctly traceable to an imitation of the 
Hebrew idiom. The Septuagint became a sort of model 
for Greek-speaking Jews ; and thus some of its peculiarities 
became stereotyped into a dialect known as Hellenistic 
Greek. Winer, in his Grammar of New Testament Greek, 
has a valuable chapter on " the Hebrew- Aramaic colouring 
of New Testament diction." It is quite unnecessary to 
quote instances of what occurs often on every page of the 
LXX. and New Testament. 

ni. Every examiner knows that it is very difficult to 
secure uniformity in the strict rendering of a verb ; even 
when the meaning of the verb is correctly given, there is 
diversity in giving the precise voice, tense, and mood. We 
find the same freedom in the rendering of Hebrew verbs in 
the LXX. and New Testament. For instance : 

Exod. xii. \^ & LXX. : And a bone thereof ye shall not break. 

<rvvTpiyjreT€. 
John xix. 36 : And a bone of him shall not be broken. 

avvrpififia-fTat, 

Ps. cxvii. 1 : Praise Him, all ye people (so Heb.). iiroLviaare. 

Bom. XV. 11 : Let all the people praise Him. iirakvcaaronrrav 

Compare Matt. xv. 4, rcXevraTo), with Exod. xxi. 16, rfXeurr/crfi. 
Isa. XXV. 8, KariiTLcif 6 Bayaros, with 1 Cor. xv. 54, KarinoOrj. 

IV. When the translation is made from a Semitic text 
without points, translators may differ as to what vowels 
should be supplied. The insertion of different vowels 
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among the same consonants may cause a great difference in 
the translation. 

Vs. ii. 0: Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron. W^. 

Rev. ii. 27 k LXX. : Thou shalt shepherdise them (iroi/xavm). Din*?. 

Ps. Ii. 6 : Justified when thon speakest. ^?7?» 

Rom. iii. 4 & LXX.: Justified in thy sayings. 1^55*75. 

Gen. xlvii. 31 : Israel bowed on the head of the bed. 

Heb. xi. 21 & LXX. : Israel bowed on the head of his staff. 

Prov. iii. 12 : Even as a f oilier the son in whom ho 

delighteth. 3^3^ 

Heb. xii. 6 <& LXX. -.And scour geth ereiy son w'hom he 

receiveth. 3851 . 

V. It is a well known fact that very few words in any 
language are univocaL We scarcely notice this in our 
native tongue until we try to translate it into another 
language ; but we are very sensitive as to how equivocal 
the words in any foreign language are. The first few weeks 
^ith a Latin dictionary mark a period of pain and suffering 
in the life of a young student, remembered ever afterwards. 
The long list of meanings which every Latin verb seems 
to possess is at that stage most bewildering, and the diffi- 
culty of selecting the meaning which seems to suit the 
chaotic context most distressing. This remains a difficulty 
even when men become proficient in a language ; men will 
always differ as to which word best represents the original. 
The following are some of the instances of diverse rendering 
of the same Hebrew word : 

Ps. Ixxviii. 2 : I will utter dark sayings of old. 

The word V^J means (1) to pour or gush forth ; 
(2) to utter, speak. Each is appropriated by the 
translators : Matt. xiii. 35, tptv^fiai ; LXX., (fidiy 

Ps. xxii. 23 (22) : I will declare Thy name unto my brethren. 

n^$0^. becomes dirjyrfo-ofiai in LXX. ; oTrayycXca in 
Heb. ii. 12. 
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Job V. 13 : He taketh the wise in their own crafciness, 

"rp^ is KaToXafi^duoiv in LXX. ; bpa(ra'6fx€»os in 1 Cor. 

iii. 19. 
The word D^V vacillates between " prudence " and 
"cunning." Accordingly LXX. gives tppovrjo'is \ 
1 Cor. iii. 19 vavovpyia. 
Mai. iii. 1 : And he shall 'pr&pare thy way before thee. 

n|9 means to turn, look, overhaul, clear out, get 
, ready. So LXX. gives eVi.SXc^crat ; Matt. xi. 10, 
fcaracriervcurft. 
Jer. XXX i. 32 : And I was a husband to them (*Jn?y9). 

Since /^J means both to marry and to divorce, LXX. 
(chap, xxxviii. 32) and Heb. viii. 9 have 7jfi(\rj<ra 
I regarded them not. 

VI. There may be discrepancies in the exemplars from 

which the translation is nxade ; and thus, through no fault 

of the translators, their work may vary. Classical scholars 

know well how diflftcult it is to secure a correctly printed 

text oi the classic authors : and how much worse off we 

should be, if the work were, without revision, stereotyped 

as it comes from the compositor, is very evident. Equally 

liable to error, if not more so, were the MSS. When men 

of imperfect education took the trade of transcriber, and 

with imperfect tools and weary eyes wrote on from morn 

till night a text of unjoined capital letters, without vowels 

and usually without any space between the words, we can 

well imagine what " errors of the scribe " would creep into 

the text. And when we bear in mind that the translator in 

perusing a MS. is liable to the same blunders as the scribe, 

and may fail to read his MS. accurately, we see that the 

possibility of variant translations is thereby almost doubled. 

The sources of error may be classified thus : 

1. One letter may be mistaken for another, or two words 

which at a cursory glance closely resemble each other may 

be confounded. 

Tsa. xlii. 4: The i«/c« shall hopo in His law. D^'&C. 

LXX. <fe Matt. xii. 21 : Tlie nations shall hope in His uwmo. 0*^3. 
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Amos ix. 12 : That the remnant of Edom DHK they may 

possess. ICn^v 

Acts XV. 17: That the remnant of men D1K may seek Me. 13'■^^^ 

Isa. xsviii. 16 : He that believeth shall not make haste. I5^n\ 

Rom. ix. 33 : He that believeth shall not be ashamed. &*^3\ 

Hab. i. 5 : Behold ye among the nations, and gaze, etc. DM33. 

Acts xiii. 41 : Behold, ye despisers. D^1?3. 

2. The scribe or translator may err in the omission or 
insertion of a letter. 

Joel iii. 2 : Upon the bondsmen ... I will pour My Spirit. Dnsyn. 
Acts ii. 18 : Upon My bondsmen. . . . H^P. 

Ps. xvi. 11: There is fulness of joy in Thy presence. V^^. 

Acts ii. 28 : Thou shalt fill me with joy in Thy presence. y^K^n. 

Exod- ix. 16 : To show thee My power. ^nK"^^l. 

Rom. ix. 17 : To show in thee My power. 1^ TMdn, 

3. In transcription or translation two letters may be 
transposed. 

Hos. xiii. 14 ; death, I will he thy plagues. ^'"15*. 

1 Cor. XV. 55 : death, where is thy victory ? n»N. 

Hab. ii. 4 : Behold, his soul is lifted up, it is not upright in him. 
Heb. X. 38 : If he shrink back, my soul has not pleasure in him. 
Hebrew text has n 15^23 ni^ N*? rh^ mn. 
Heb. X. 38 requires n ^K'DJ HVn^ k!? f{?V p. 

4. In a text which does not always leave a space be- 
tween the words, it is likely that different translators would 
divide the letters differently into words. There are several 
instances in which the Jewish scribes were themselves 
doubtful as to the correct division of letters into words. 
In the Massoreth Ha-massoreth of Elias Levita, as edited 
by Dr. Ginsburg, there are (p. 193) fifteen cases specified 
in which a word given entire in the printed text is in the 
Massoretic margin divided into two ; and eight instances in 
which the text has two words, while the margin runs the 
two into one. One illustration of each will suffice. In 
Psalm X. 10 the word D^i^D^n, " the helpless ones," occurs 
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in the text ; but the Qeri divides it into two words, D^KD 711, 
" the host of weary ones.*' In Isaiah ix. 6 Kethibh has 
n^l D^, " to them the government shall be great *' ; 
whereas the Qeri has n2*lD^, "as for the increase of His 
government." 

There is one instance of this in the New Testament 
quotations : 

Isa. liii. 8 : By oppression and a judgment he was taken awaj'. 
LXX. & Acts viii. 33 : In His humiliation His judgment was taken 

away. (In many MSS. the word " His " is omitted.) 
Hebrew is np^ tDSfiTDOl IVrD. 

Acts viii. 33 requires npS lOQB'D nvi?3. 

6. There are other cases in which it is impossible by a 
simple re-arrangement or substitution of letters to account 
for the rendering of the Hebrew text found in the New 
Testament. One is obliged in such cases to say, either that 
the text of the Hebrew exemplar was very corrupt, or that 
we have a " free " quotation. The number of these is not 
so great as some suppose, but they do exist ; e.g. — 

Gen. XT. 14 : Afterward they sliall come out with great substance. 
Acts viL 7 : Afterward they shall come out, and serve Me in this 

place. 

Ps. Ixviii. 18 (19) : Thou hast received gifts among men. 
Eph. iv. 8 : He gave gifts to men. 

Compare also Amos v. 26 with Acts vii. 43, and Isa. x. 23 with 
Bom. ix. 28. 

VII. If the translator write two copies of his work, 
there may be some points in which, in his second copy, he 
may see cause to make some slight alterations ; and thus 
we may have " various readings " in a work, which are not 
due to subsequent scribes, but can be traced back to the 
translator himself, and are due to an uncertainty as to the 
reading of the original exemplar. 

Let us now reverse the conditions. We have thus far 
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been investigating the phenomena which ordinarily occur 
in connexion with work known to be a translation from 
some foreign author. But suppose it to be a disputed 
point whether the writing of some three men is translation 
work from an unknown foreign author, how should we 
proceed to detect it ? Suppose we have a passage in three 
English authors which we surmise is not in any one case 
original. It savours of Germany. There is that indefinable 
quaUty about it which marks all German-English transla- 
tions. The authors cannot have used each other's books. 
How should we proceed to confirm or disprove our surmise 
that each has been translating from a German author 
who is unknown to us ? This, 1 need not say, is precisely 
the position in which my hypothesis places us. There are 
certain passages in our synoptic Gospels which have a 
strong Aramaic colour. We have very insufficient external 
evidence as to the subject. Papias and Pantsenus and 
others tell of a Gospel written in Aramaic, but they tell only 
of Matthew as having written such a work, whereas we 
think we notice the Aramaic colour in some passages in 
all the three Gospels. Besides this, many scholars have 
thrown serious doubts on the trustworthiness of Papias. He 
had peculiar views on the millenarian question. Eusebius 
regarded him as a " noodle " ; a-^oSpa a-fitxpo^ rov vovv is his 
blunt estimate of him. Papias collected some very silly 
stories about the Saviour, and apparently regarded nothing 
unworthy of Christ, if it favoured his pet doctrines. There- 
fore some eminent scholars, as Erasmus and Calvin, have 
distrusted his evidence altogether : though it is but fair to 
say that most scholars would endorse the words of Meyer, 
that '' a simple historical remark, which stood in no con- 
nexion either with miUenarianism or fabulous miracles, 
cannot a priori be regarded as suspicious ; especially if, as 
in the present case, there is added the confirmation of the 
whole subsequent tradition of the Church." But some of 



THE ABAMAIC GOSPEL. 123 



my readers may be sceptical of Church traditions, and insist 
still on doubting the accuracy of the statement of Papias 
as to the Aramaic Login, Be it so. Our position is not 
in the slightest affected. We are grateful to Papias for the 
suggestion, but if the reader insists, we will proceed as 
though the Church were silent on the subject. The fact 
still remains, there are certain passages in the synoptists 
which impress us as being translations from a common 
Aramaic document. How shall we proceed to prove our 
surmise well founded ? Which of our indications of trans- 
lation work will be of most use to us now ? Let us see. 

I. If in the parallel passages in the synoptic Gospels we 
find " resemblance in substance, but not in words,'* this is 
the indication that first places us on the alert. If, e.g., one 
evangelist says iropevov el^ elprjinjv^ while the other says 
viraye eh elprfv-qv ; if one says aviarrj^ and another ^yepOrj, 
our attention is aroused. We shall not feel secure to build 
on such superficial cases ; but it is in such passages that 
we begin to dig for deeper indications of the fact that the 
evangelists are translating from some common document 
— whether in absolute independence, or with a memory 
dominated by some current Greek translation of the Logia, 
we must afterwards investigate. 

II. If in such parallel passages we notice an unusually 
rich Aramaic colouring, and. III., if the verbs differ in voice 
or tense, we have confirmatory evidence. This evidence 
is much increased if IV. be also present : that is, if two 
divergent Greek words in the several Gospels can be shown 
to be derived from the same Aramaic consonants, only 
differently vocalized. But No. V. is our main support. 
If in homologous passages which possess some or all of 
these marks we come across two Greek words, in two 
several Gospels, which are unlike in meaning, but these 
meanings can be shown to belong to one and the same 
Aramaic word, we may then with confidence affirm that 
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the two Greek words have been translated from the same' 
Aramaic original. For instance, Matthew vi. 12 says: 
"Forgive us our debts," o^eiXry/Aara ; Luke xi. 4: "For- 
give us our sins," afiapria^. Why this disagreement in so 
peculiarly sacred a passage ? If the prayer had originally 
been given by our Lord in Greek, such a diversity would 
be impossible. When we remember however, that the 
Aramaic word 2in means (1) a trespass, (2) a debt, we 
perceive that the two evangelists were translating the same 
word K^l^in. We intend to adduce about thirty clear cases 
like this. 

Our most numerous instances will, as in our illustra- 
tions, fall under YI. If in those parallel passages in the 
synoptists which are redolent with Aramaisms, and present 
a substantial, but not verbal agreement, we note that the 
verbal differences can, by re-translation, be shown to be 
due to a mistake between two Aramaic letters, or to a 
confusion between two Aramaic words, alike in sound or 
appearance ; or to the transposition of two letters, or the 
omission of a letter in the original, we may with almost 
equal confidence affirm that the evangelists were translating 
from the same Aramaic source. 

VII. We hope also to show that some of the most 
ancient of the " various readings " in the New Testament 
are traceable to a variant translation of a primitive Aramaic 
document, or perhaps a " various reading" in different 
copies of the document itself. 

There are several deeply interesting and important rami- 
fications of our theory into which we hope to enter, but 
upon which we cannot now expatiate. Suffice it to say that 
we are hopeful that our theory will establish its claims to be 
regarded as a demonstration by satisfying the test to which 
every valid hypothesis should conform — that it gives a fairly 
"satisfactory explanation of all the phenomena in question." 

J. T. Marshall. 
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NOTES ON GENESIS. 

26. Let Us make. — I have already commented on the 
use of the plural. It must be confessed that it is difficult to 
imderstand why the plural should be used in only a few 
passages in the O.T., and why it should occur in the par- 
ticular passages in which we meet with it. Here indeed the 
solemnity of the occasion may account for its use. The 
creation of man is not only the last in an ascending series 
of creative acts, it is something more : it is the meeting- 
point between the world and God, between the intelligent 
creature, as the representative of all created things, and 
the Creator. Man, in the words of Theodoret, is the con- 
necting link, the bond which ties together all creation 
{avi/Bea/io^ andvrayv). Hence now for the first and only time 
in the narrative the Creator speaks of Himself. Before it 
is always " Let some thing — light, vegetation, animals, — 
come into being " ; now it is God taking counsel with 
Himself. " Let Us make." 

Of the passages already quoted in which the plural form 
occurs, chap. iii. 22 presents the most difficulty. I hope 
to discuss it in the note on that verse. 

Man (Heb. adam), the genus liomo, the race as such, not 
the individual man, as is plain from the plural which follows, 
** let them have dominion," and again in the next verse : 
'' So God created man in His own image, in the image of 
God created He him ; male and female created He them." 

In Our im^ge. — See excursus below. The rule and lord- 
ship here given to man over all the other creatures of God's 
hand, though not the very image itself, are an immediate 
consequence of his bearing the Divine image. Let them 
have dominion : literally, ** let them trample upon." The 
word is a genuine old Hebrew word, and in the sense of 
" ruling " is unknown in Aramaic, and is only rarely found 
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in the later language of the Targums and the Talmud. Iii 
the enumeration which follows of the different classes of 
creatures, tenants respectively of the water, the air, and the 
earth, the insertion of the words, *' and over all the earth," 
between "the cattle" and "the creeping things "is cer- 
tainly strange ; and it has been conjectured that the word 
chayath has dropped out, and that we ought to read " over 
all [the beasts of] the earth." The emendation is plausible, 
though it has not the support of any of the ancient versions, 
except the Peshito. It has been urged indeed that the 
words are necessary to denote [that man's lordship is over 
inanimate as well as animate nature ; but if this is intended, 
it is diflScult to understand why they are interposed between 
the cattle and the creeping thing ; they would more natu- 
rally have stood at the end of the verse. 

27. So God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God created He him ; 
male and female created He them. 

The outburst of joy in the thought of man's creation, and 
high destiny and sovereign power, the crown on his head, 
and the sceptre in his hand, and royalty on his brow, in his 
look, and in his gait, finds expression in rhythmic cadence. 
The language falls into a triplet, with the repetition char- 
acteristic of Hebrew poetry, though what we have here is 
not formal poetry, but the involuntary, spontaneous poetry 
of exalted religious feeling. 

Compare the similar statement in chap. v. 1, 2, where 
the Elohistic writer resumes his narrative : 

" In the day that God created man, 
in the likeness of God made He him ; 
male and female created He them." 

Nothing is said in these verses to indicate what the view 
of the sacred writer was as to the number of human beings 
originally created. He makes no direct statement on the 
subject. They may have been many pairs, or a single pair. 
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The expression, " male and female created He them," may 
refer only to the distinction of sexes, and not to the fact that 
only a single pair was created. The next document how- 
ever clearly implies the creation of a single pair and the 
descent of the human race from them, and there is nothing 
here to contradict the inference. In fact, as all the ancient 
cosmogonies represent mankind as descended from a single 
pair, it is natural to suppose, in the absence of proof to the 
contrary, that this was the writer's belief. But his object is 
not to insist upon this, which would probably be taken for 
granted, but rather on the fact that man is created in the 
Divine image, and with the original differences of the sexes 
(see Matt. xix. 4), in opposition to some of the heathen cos- 
mogonies, which taught an androgynous, or hermaphrodite, 
origin of the race ; and that consequently in their relation 
to God, and as partakers in likeness to Him, all men are 
equal. It has been argued that, in the case of the lower 
animals, at all events, the creation of more than a single 
pair may not only be gathered from the narrative, but was 
imperatively necessary for the preservation of the species, 
inasmuch as they prey upon one another, and would infal- 
libly have destroyed one another, unless the mimbers of 
the different species had been sufficient to insure their 
preservation. But this consideration did not exist in the 
view of the writer. According to him, animals were not 
carnivorous in their primitive condition (see ver. 30). They 
lived, like man himself, on vegetables ; and consequently 
there was no risk of the extinction of the different species. 

28. The blessing here pronounced on man runs in very 
similar terms to the blessing pronounced in ver. 22 on 
fishes and birds ; only here man is not merely to fill the 
earth, as the fish are to fill the sea, he is also to subdue it, 
and to have dominion over all the other creatures of God's 
hand. " The earth hath He given to the children of men " 
(Ps. cxv. 16). 
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This the first commandment to man is given in the form 
of a blessing. "Hereby this became the primary law of 
man's condition upon earth, a law which, like the other 
laws of Nature — the Lawgiver being Himself the Maker 
and Fashioner of that to which the law was given, fulfilled 
itself; so firmly and indelibly was it wrought into the 
esseotial instincts of man's being, and into the permanent 
necessities of his condition." 

29. Following the Divine command to *' replenish the 
earth," there comes the Divine provision for human suste- 
nance. This Divine word does not, like those that went be- 
fore, introduce a creative act. Behold, Attention is drawn 
to a new circumstance. God is not the God of creation 
only, but the God of providence. I have given. Man's life 
and destiny are not at the mercy of chance or fate, they 
are part of a Divine order. The food assigned to men (ver. 
29) and to other animals (ver. 30) is entirely vegetable. 
To men are given as their food all plants bearing seed — i.e. 
cereals and leguminous plants — and all that hea,r fruit; to 
the other animals " every green herb," an expression which 
seems to be the equivalent of the word rendered ** grass " 
(ver. 12), which however, as we have seen, has a much 
wider meaning, including all vegetation not comprised in 
the enumeration of ver. 29. The phrase "green herb" 
(lit. ** greenness of herb ") only occurs once again (chap. ix. 
3). Nothing is said of other kinds of food which did not 
involve the taking of life, such as milk and honey for men, 
and grain for birds and beasts, the object being merely to 
show that the original order did not contemplate the use ot 
animal food. 

It must be confessed that it is very difficult to reconcile 
the statement in ver. 30, in its plain and obvious sense, with 
our knowledge and observation. Whatever may have been 
the case with man, who may have subsisted originally only 
on vegetable diet, it is certain that there were carnivorous 
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animals in the geological periods, and that these preyed 
upon one another precisely as the same species or their 
successors do now. Their very conformation, the structure 
of their jaws, teeth, stomach, etc., shows that this was 
intended in their creation ; and the destruction of some 
species would be necessary for the preservation of others. 
But the truth is, the writer's point of view is ideal. He 
has no concern with a state of things of which he could 
have had no possible knowledge. His eye is fixed on the 
original paradisaical condition of things, when man and 
the inferior animals lived in perfect harmony and peace 
together. To him it did not seem that the dominion given 
to man implied that he was at liberty to take the life of 
the animals he ruled, for his own subsistence or enjoyment. 
This is the important matter. Animal food can only be 
had at the cost of animal life, and the taking of animal life 
was a breach of the Divine order, which from the beginning 
provides only for the continuance and sustenance of life. 
No hint is given anywhere in this majestic story of crea- 
tion of any possible interruption of its course ; there is 
no jarring note of discord, there is no vision, no shadow of 
death. Life, love, peace, order, perfection — this, according 
to the earUest records (Qen. i. and ii.), was the original 
constitution of the world. "And it was so," says the 
writer (ver. 30) as if to emphasize this original condition of 
things, as if to mark it as a Divine ordinance. 

Immediately after the Eall however we meet with the 
taking of animal life : first, as a Divine act for the clothing 
of Adam and Eve (chap. iii. 21) ; and again as offered in 
sacrifice by Abel with the Divine approval. But it is not 
till much later, in the covenant with Noah after the flood, 
that the use of animal food is expressly permitted. " Every 
moving thing that liveth shall be food for you; as the 
green herb have I given you all" (chap. ix. 3): the only 
restriction put upon the use of meat bding that the blood 
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is not to be eaten : " But flesh with the life thereof, which 
is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat " (chap. ix. 4). 

This primitive abstinence from animal food is in accord- 
ance with the traditions of other nations. So Plato {Legg. 
vi. 782) speaks of a time when animals did not devour one 
another, as they do now, when beef was unknown as an 
article of food, when no animal was even offered in sacri- 
fice to a god. Then men fed on fruits and cakes and honey, 
and brought them as pure sacrifices to the gods ; when they 
considered it a sin either to eat flesh themselves or to 
pollute the altars with blood ; when they partook freely ot 
things without life, but abstained from things with life. 
Similar testimonies will be found in Diog. Laert. viii. 1, 12; 
Plut., Symph. viii. 8, 3; so too Ovid {Met. i. 103-106; xv. 
96, etc; Fasti i. 337, etc.) speaks of a golden age when 
men lived only on fruits and vegetables, and offered only 
unbloody sacrifices to the gods ; and Virgil {Georg. i. 130) 
represents even the beasts of prey as not originally car- 
nivorous. Compare Pope's Essay on Man iii. 152, etc* : 

" Man walk'd with beasti joint tenant of the shade ; 
The same his table, and the same his bed; 
No murder cloth*d him, and no murder fed. 

  • « * 

The shrine with gore unstain'd, with gold undrest, 
Unbrib'd, unbloody, stood the blameless priest; 
Heaven's attribute was universal care, 
And Man's prerogative to rule, but spare." 

The Brahmans, the Buddhists, and other Eastern sects, 
were strict vegetarians (Lassen, hid. Alt. i. 788-793) ; and 
Pythagoras enjoined a vegetable diet upon his disciples, 
forbidding them to take animal life under any pretence, 
except for their own safety when they were attacked by 
wild beasts. (See Ovid, Met. xv. 75-142.) 

In the Old Testament Scriptures themselves a return to 
the primitive condition of perfect harmony and peace is 
to be the blessing of the Messianic age. In the glowing 
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language of the prophets, then too, as at the first, "the wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together ; . . . and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. . . . They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My 
holy mountain" (Isa. xi. 5-9 ; Ixv. 25). 

31. As before (vers. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25), we have the ex- 
pression of the Divine satisfaction at several stages of the 
creative work, so now in the survey of the whole, "God saw 
everything that He had made '' ; and instead of the simple 
expression, " God saw that it was good,*' we have now the 
more emphatic, "And, behold, it was very good." (On 
" behold " see above, ver. 29.) It is a little remarkable that 
the words of approval do not follow the creation of man, 
but are reserved for the final retrospect. Thus the sixth 
day ends. The note of joy which has sounded all through 
the chapter swells at the close into its richest, fullest ex- 
pression, because now in all its parts and in their marvel- 
lous combination and mutual adaptation the beauty and 
perfection of the whole, as revealing and reflecting in the 
highest degree the wisdom and love of the Creator, are 
seen. " Jehovah rejoiceth in His works " ; and the creation 
mirrors His joy. So of the eternal Wisdom it is said 
(Prov. viii. 30) that it was 

" Eejoicing always before Him ; 
Eejoicing in His habitable earth." 

In the lyric echo of this story in Psalm civ. there is the 
same note of gladness and exultation, as though even sin 
(ver. 35) and death (vers. 29, 30) could not mar or dim the 
glorious harmony of God's world as it presented itself in 
its untroubled beauty to the poet's eye. 

Taylor Lewis, in his note on Lange's Commentary, refers 
to a passage in Plato's Timceus 

" 80 remarkable, that it is no wonder that some should have regarded 
it as a traditional echo of this old account. At the completion of the 
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great cosmical C^ov, the animated nnirerse, with its body and soul 
(its natnre), both of which Plato represents as the works of God, He 
(God; )>eholds it moving on in its beantifnl con^^iancj, an image of the 
eternal powers or ideas. At the sight of this, the everlasting Father 
(6 aidiot variip) is filled with joy and admiration (civ^xr^clr rjyaxrBii) — the 
strongest terms to express such an emotion that could be found in the 
Greek lang^ge. There seems too to be implied in both expressions, 
the Hebrew and the Greek, the emotion of love, and this as it were 
reciprocal — the kosmos responding and moving on through a principle 
of attraction rather than of projection or outward mechanical forces." 

He qaotes also the icivel a>i ipafiii/ov of Aristotle {Metaph. 
xi. >ii.] 7), describing the first principle of motion in the 
heaven, as it proceeds from the first mover. And he jastly 
observes that : 



it 



with all the splendour of Plato's language in the TimaBuSf there 
is still lurking about it his besetting inconsistency — the thought of 
something e%'il, eternal in itself and inseparable from matter and 
from nature. It may be said that the great problem of evil seems to 
haunt some of our best commentators in their exegesis of this passage. 
They find here an implied reference to future evil. All is yet good, 
they would have it to mean; and so they regard it as a Verwahrung, 
or defence of God against the authorship of evil (see Delitzscb). This 
mars the glory of the passage. It is simply a burst of admiration 
and benediction called out by the Creator surveying His works. The 
anthropomorphism is for us its power and its beauty, wMch are les- 
sened by any such supposed hint or protestation." 

With this story of creation should be compared more 
especially Psalm civ., together v^ith Psalms viii. and xix., 
and many passages in Psalms xxxiii., cxlv., cxlvi., cxlvii., 
cxlviii. ; Job xxvi., xxxviii., xxxix. ; Prov. viii. 22-31. 



Chapter ii. 1-3. 

It was an unfortunate division of chapters which sepa- 
rated these verses from the first chapter, to which they 
properly belong. The seventh day of rest cannot be sepa- 
rated from the six days of creative labour. They are 
closely united by the continuance of the narrative with the 
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simple copula, " And the heaven and the earth were 
finished." 

1. All the host of them. — In this passage only is the 
word " host" applied to the earth ; elsewhere it is used of 
the heavens as denoting either the stars or the angels 
(1 Kings xxii. 19; Josh. v. 14, 15; cf. Ps. ciii. 21). For 
*• host " of the earth, we find in other places '* the earth 
and the fulness thereof" (Ps. xxiv. 1) ; or as in Nehemiah 
ix. 6, " the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth 
and all things that are therein." 

2. Elided, better " finished." It is the same word as in 
the previous verse. 

On the seventh day. For this the Samaritan, the LXX., 
and Peshito have " the sixth day," a reading which is found 
also in the Book of Jubilee and Bereshith Babba, cap. 9, 
and which Jerome notices, no doubt a correction intended 
to avoid the difl&culty of supposing that the creative work 
extended into the seventh day. If God finished His work 
on the seventh day, that day could not have been a day 
of absolute rest. Others would render the verb in the 
pluperfect, ** On the seventh day God had finished His 
work " — a very doubtful rendering. Others again take the 
verb in a somewhat different sense from that which it 
has in ver. 1, and render, " God came to an end with His 
work," i.e. ceased from it, — a sense which the verb has, 
though with a different construction, in Exod. xxxiv. 33, 
1 Sam. X. 13. But the truth is, the writer merely regards 
the rest and the completion of the work as one and the 
same thing. 

God rested from His work. — From the word here ren- 
dered " rested," lit. ceased (from labour), comes our word 
"sabbath." Words still more expressive of rest are used 
in Exodus xx. 11 and xxxi. 17, " rested and was refreshed^'' 
a striking anthropomorphism. Dillmann argues that this 
seventh day cannot mean the whole period extending inde- 
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finitely from the original six days of creative activity to 
the end of the world. God is still working, still upholding 
all things by the word of His power, still actively engaged 
in the administration of the world, and therefore not still 
enjoying His sabbath rest ; and he contends therefore that 
the writer supposes God's sabbath to have intervened be- 
tween the two periods of creative activity and providential 
activity, between the original creation of all things and the 
present ordering and administration of the same. But this 
does not explain the remarkable circumstance that the 
seventh day, unlike the six days, has no close ; it is not 
said, ''There was evening and there was morning, the 
seventh day";* and the words of our Lord (John v. 17) 
clearly point the other way. His 'argument is that good 
works may be done on the sabbath by man, because God 
works on His sabbath. (See my notes on ver. 5.) This is 
the noblest conception of rest, not a dull stagnation, but a 
happy employment, w>thout effort and without weariness, 
of all our powers and capacities ; as Aristotle finely says : 
Tf reXeia evSaifiovla OeaprjTiia] rt? iarlv ivefyyeia^ ** the perfect 
blessedness is a contemplative energy" {Ethic. Nic. x. 8, 7). 
Such surely is " the sabbath keeping " which remaineth for 
the people of God (Heb. iv. 9) : a rest from wearisome toil, 
but not from joyous, beneficent occupation. 

3. Blessed the seventh day. " The perfecting of the 
work on the seventh day is something positive; namely, 
that God celebrated His work (kept a holy day of solemn 
triumph over it), and blessed the sabbath. To celebrate, to 
bless, to consecrate, is the finishing sabbath-work — a living, 
active, priestly doing, and not merely a laying aside of 
action " (Lange) . 

' Dillmann tries to aeooant for tbin by saying that the sabbath being reckoned 
from evening to eyenlng, the formula woald not be suitable. He forgets that 
in the case of the other days he has himself argued that the Jewish mode of 
reckoning the days is not employed here, but the Babylonian, which reckoned 
morning to morning. 
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Ajid sanctified it. — Set it apart for holy uses. It is the 
same word which is used in both versions of the ten 
commandments (Exod. xx. 8, 11; Deut. v. 12). In Exodus 
XX. 11, this the original setting apart of the day is referred 
to as the ground of the Mosaic institution : ** Wherefore 
Jehovah blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it " (A.V. 
by an unnecessary change, "hallowed"). Without enter- 
ing into any discussion of the large and vexed question 
of sabbatical obligation and observance, it must be ad- 
mitted that the setting apart and consecrating of a seventh 
portion of time is part of a Divine order, and has its root 
in the very constitution of the world. Man can have no 
higher example than that which is to be found in the 
Divine nature itself. 

Excursus on the 
Creation of Man in the Image of God. 

What are we to understand by this " image " and *' like- 
ness" of God after which man is created? Wherein does 
it consist? The Greek Fathers, misled probably by the 
rendering of the LXX. — which by inserting the copula made 
a distinction between the ''image" (el/cdov) and the "like- 
ness" {6fioi(oa-t^) which as we have seen does not exist 
in the Hebrew — ^interpreted the former of the physical 
being of man, his natural qualities and endowments ; and 
the latter of his moral and spiritual nature, or, rather, of 
superadded gifts of grace, the original righteousness which 
was lost by the Fall. Augustine and others of the Fathers 
following him have developed this notion. Eetaining the 
Aristotelian division of a tripartite nature in man, they 
hold that the "image" of God is to be sought in the 
powers of the mind, the memory, the understanding, the 
will. Even those natural faculties which are to be found 
ill all men I)ave their counterpart in tbQ relations whicl^ 
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subsist between the Persons of the blessed Trinity.^ Bnt 
the " likeness " is a kind of perfecting of the " image," 
a work of grace that crowns and completes nature. Thus 
the memory is adorned by hope, the understanding by 
faith, the will by love. Others again make the memory 
the image of God's power, the mind of His wisdom, the 
will of His righteousness, etc. There is however no 
ground for the subtle distinction between the two words 
"image" and "likeness," or for the doctrinal system 
which has been built up upon it. But if we are to seek 
for a trinity in man which shall in any way correspond 
to, or be an adumbration of, the Divine Trinity, it would 
be better to say that the image and similitude of God 
consists (1) in the power of originating, in the power to 
will, and the power to act, not merely from lower impulse, 
but with deliberate forethought and adaptation of means 
to ends, the power which corresponds most nearly, though 
of course in an infinitely lower degree, to the creative will 
in God ; (2) in the faculty of articulate speech, the utter- 
ance of the will, the communication of thought to others, 
the expression of counsel, purpose, and the like, which 
answers to the creative word of God, the X0709 ^rpo^opiAco?, 
as distinguished from the \6yo^ ivSid0€TOf:; (3) in the 
power of influence, subtle, far-reaching, mysterious, inex- 
plicable, but real, corresponding in its measure to that of 
the eternal Spirit. 

Thus it may be said that the image and likeness of God 
in man is a veritable adumbration of the ever-blessed 
Trinity ; of the creative energy and will of the Father; of 



^ Angustine, De Trinitate, lib. z. : " Hfeo igitnr tria, memoria, intelligentia, 
Yolnntas, qaoniam non sant tres vita?, sed una Yita ; nee tres mentes, sed una 
mens : conseqnenter utiqae nee tres substantiie snnt, sed nna substantia " 
(§ 18). In the previous book he had made a different suggestion. He finds 
there the trinity in man which 19 God's image to consist in the mind, the 
knowledge which the mind has of itself, and the love wherewith it loves itself 
and the knowledge of itself. 
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the mediating Word, in whom and by whom all things have 
their being ; of the all-encompassing, all-pervading Spirit, 
whose secret impulses sway human hearts and wills. 

Perhaps however this is to refine too much, and Luther 
may be right when he says, referring to the patristic specu- 
lations : " Sicut autem hsB non injucund© speculationes 
argunnt acuta et otiosa ingenia, ita minime faciunt ad 
imaginem Dei recte explicandam." It is perfectly certain 
that the Hebrews did not suppose this likeness to God to 
consist in any physical qualities. It is the doctrine of the 
O.T. as well as of the New that God is a spirit ; and, 
although He may have manifested Himself to men in human 
or angelic shape. He has no visible form, and cannot and 
must not be represented by any. " Thou sawest no form or 
similitude" (Exod. xx. 4 ; cf. Deut. iv. 12, 15 ; Isa. xxxi. 3). 
The image does not, directly at least, denote external 
appearance ; we must look for the resemblance to God 
chiefly in man's spiritual nature and spiritual endow- 
ments, in his freedom of will, in his self-consciousness, in 
his reasoning power, in his sense of that which is above 
nature, the good, the true, the eternal ; in his conscience, 
which is the voice of God within him ; in his capacity for 
knowing God and holding communion with Him; in a 
word, in all that allies him to God, all that raises him 
above sense and time and merely material considerations, 
all that distinguishes him from, and elevates him above, the 
brutes. So the writer of the apocryphal Book of Wisdom 
says : " God created man to be immortal, and made him an 
image of His own eternity'* (ii. 23). 

On the other hand, that this Divine image expresses 
itself and is seen in man's outward form cannot be denied. 
In looks, in bearing, in the conscious dignity of rule and 
dominion, there is a reflection of this Divine image. St. 
Augustine tries to make out a trinity in the human body, 
as before in the human mind, which shall correspond in 
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its measure to the Divine Trinity. Nevertheless he says 
modestly : 

" Let us endeavour to trace in man's outward form some kind of 
footstep of the Trinity, not l)ecause it is of itself in the same way (as 
the inward being) the imago of God. For the apostle says expressly 
that it is the inner man that is renewed after the image of Him that 
created him ; and again, * Though the outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day.' Let us then look as far as it is 
possible in that which perisheth for a kind of likeness to the Trinity ; 
and if not one more express, at least one that may bo more easily dis- 
cerned. The very term outward man denotes a certain similitude to 
the inward man.'* 

Augustine then elaborates the notion of a trinity in 
man's body as well as in his mind at considerable length 
{De Trin. xi.). Subsequently however he says that ** not 
only the truth of reason, but the authority of the apostle 
decides that man is made after the image of God, not in 
his bodily form, but in his reasonable mind ; for it would 
be a degrading thought to suppose that God is limited and 
circumscribed by the configuration of bodily members." 
And he quotes Ephesians iv. 22, ** the new man which is 
created after God," and Golossians iii. 9, 10, '* the new man 
which is renewed after the image of Him who created him," 
in proof that not in his body, nor in any of his mental 
faculties, but in the reasonable mind itself, in which he 
can know God, man is made after the image of Him who 
created him" (lib. xii. § 12). 

But the truth is that we cannot cut man in two. The 
inward being and the outward have their correspondences 
and their affinities, and it is of the compound being man, 
fashioned of the dust of the earth and yet filled with the 
breath of God, that it is declared that he was created after 
the image of God. The ground and source of this his 
prerogative in creation must be sought in the Incarnation. 
It is this great mystery which lies at the root of man's 
being. He is like God, he is created in the image of God, 
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he is, in St. Paul's words, the "image and glory of God'* 
(1 Cor. xi. 7), because the Son of God took man's nature 
in the womb of His virgin mother, thereby uniting for 
ever the manhood and the Godhead in one adorable 
Person, This was the Divine purpose before the world 
was, and hence this creation of man was the natural con- 
summation of all God's work. 

This image of God is not limited to man's original con- 
dition merely as he came first from the hands of his Maker, 
nor has it been obliterated by the Fall. (In one sense 
likeness to God seems to have been the consequence of 
the Fall. "Behold, the man is become as one of Us, to 
know good and evil," chap. iii. 22.) The statement that 
man was created in the image of God is repeated when the 
Elohistic narrative is resumed in chap. v. 1, 2, "In the 
likeness of God made He him," etc., and then we are told 
in the next verse that Adam begat a son " in his own like- 
ness, after his image " ; but that this does not mean that 
the Divine image is lost and the human image substituted 
for it, is plain from the statement in ix. 6, where sentence 
of death is pronounced on the murderer on the very ground 
that " in the image of God made He man." 

The form of expression, " image of God," in the O.T. is 
confined to the Elohist. The same idea is differently ex- 
pressed for instance in the eighth Psalm, *' Thou hast made 
him little lower than God " ; aud there, in the same way as 
here, there follows the lordship over creation : 

" Thou makest him to have dominion over the works of 
Thy hands ; 
Thou hast put all things under his feet ; 
Sheep and oxen all of them, yea, aud the beasts of the 

field; 
The fowls of heaven, and the fishes of the sea," etc. 

The apocryphal writers, the Son of Sirach and the author 
of the Book of Wisdom, have freely reproduced and com- 
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mented on the Genesis passage. See Wisdom ii. 23, ix. 
1-3 ; Ecclesiasticus xvii. 1-4. The latter passage especially, 
" And (the Lord) made them (man) according to His image, 
and pat the fear of man upon all flesh, and gave him 
dominion over beasts and fowls," is clearly based upon 
Genesis. In the New Testament there is the same acknow- 
ledgement of man's glory and prerogative as made in the 
image of God. See 1 Corinthians xi. 7 and compare James 
iii. 9, " men which are made after the similitude of God." 
Elsewhere however as in Colossians iii. 10, Ephesians iv. 
24, St. Paul implies that the image, though not obliterated, 
has been marred and defaced, and that an inward renewal 
is necessary, a renewal " in knowledge after the image of 
Him that created him." So too in the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians xv., he introduces a contrast between *' the 
image of the earthy" and "the image of the heavenly." 
The first is evidently, according to his view, the nature 
derived from Adam (see Gen. v. 3) ; the second is that of 
the new nature imparted through Christ and by virtue of 
union with Him. 

It is not a little remarkable that St. Paul in one passage 
(1 Cor. xi. 7) seems to limit the assertion made in Genesis 
i. 26, 27, to one sex. According to him apparently, it is 
not the race, but the man, as distinct from the woman, 
who is the image of God. Speaking of the pubhc worship 
of the Church, he says : " For a man indeed ought not 
to have his head veiled, forasmuch as he is the image 
and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of the 
man." St. Augustine sees and deals with the difficulty, 
which is passed over by too many modern commentators. 
In Genesis, he remarks, it is human nature itself, which is 
said to be made in the image of God, which comprises 
both sexes, and not to the exclusion of the woman. For 
it is said, ''He made him male and female," or, according 
to another pointing, *' male and female made He them." 
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How is it then, be asks, that the apostle teaches that the 
man is not to veil his head because he is the image of 
God, whereas the woman is enjoined to do the contrary ? 
And he argues, that the woman together with her husband 
is the image of God, and that the whole is one image; 
but that when she is regarded as occupying her subor- 
dinate position as a helpmeet, a position which is hers 
exclusively, she is not the image of God ; whereas the man 
alone is the image of God as fully and perfectly as he is 
when united with the woman. And he draws an illustra- 
tion from the nature of the human mind, which, so long 
as it is occupied with the absolute contemplation of the 
truth, is the image of God, but when it turns aside to 
contemplate inferior objects is not the image of God (J)e 
Trinitate xii., §§9, 10). 

Again, quoting Colossians iii. 9, 10 : " The new man 
which is renewed unto the knowledge of God, after the 
image of Him that created him," he observes that '' by 
this renewal we are also made sons of God by the baptism 
of Christ and putting on the new man we now pat on 
Christ by faith." Who then, he asks, could refuse to 
women any share in this blessedness, seeing that they are 
heirs together with us of grace? For the Apostle says: 
" Ye are all the sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For 
whosoever of you were baptized in Christ did put on 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female : for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus." 

St. Paul however is not interpreting Genesis, though he 
seems to be alluding to it ; he is only insisting on the rela- 
tive position of the sexes, especially in the public congrega- 
tion, and he regards the veil as a symbol of subordination ; 
and he departs in two particulars from the language of 
Genesis : he does not say that the man is made in the 
image, but that he is the image of God ; and, farther, he 
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adds that he is '* the glory " of God, a very remarkable 
addition. In the next clause, when speaking of the woman^ 
he drops all reference to " the image," and merely says that 
the woman is ** the glory" of the man. She is not man's 
" image," but, like man, was created in the image of Grod. 

J. J. Stewart Perowne. 



SURVEY OF RECENT ENGLISH LITERATURE 
ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Introduction. — To Introduction the chief contribution of the last 
few months is a second volume of the Oxford Studia Biblica 
(Clarendon Press). We are obliged to postpone fuller notice of 
this collection of papers, and to content ourselves with enume- 
rating those which concern the New Testament. These are, "The 
Origin and Mutual Relation of the Synoptic Gospels," by Mr. F. 
H. Woods ; " The Day and Year of St. Polycarp's Martyrdom," 
by Mr. C. H. Turner; "The Clementine Homilies," by Dr. Bigg ; 
" The Evidence of the Early Versions and Patristic Quotations 
on the Text of the Books of the New Testament," by Mr. Bebb ; 
" The Ammonian Sections, Eusebian Canons, and Harmonizing 
Tables in the Syriac Tetra-evangelium," by Mr. Gwilliam; and 
" On the Codex Amiatinus," by Mr. White and Prof. Sanday. 

The Bampton Lectures for 1890 were preached by Archdeacon 
Watkins, of Durham. The subject he chose was Modern Criti- 
cism Considered in its Relation to the Fourth Gospel. The Lectures 
are now published by Mr. John Murray. The reader is rather 
prejudiced against the book by a prefatory note, in which the 
author's intimacy with Bishop Lightfoot is spoken of in terms 
lacking in dignity and reserve. But as a record of the criticism 
of the fourth gospel, not only in modem, but in primitive times, 
the Lectures are good, and fill a blank in our literature. Probably 
the judgment of those acquainted with the subject will be that 
Dr. Watkins has been more successful in arraying the patristic 
testimony in favour of the gospel than in exhibiting the course 
of modem criticism. The exhibition of the external testimony 
in favour of the Johannine authorship during the second century 
could not be more completely exhibited, and could not easily be 
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more powerfnlly pressed home. But indeed it may reasonably be 
expected that, in presence of the formidable array of external 
evidence whicli has driven the date of the gospel back and back 
to the very verge of the first century, the Johannine authorship 
must shortly be admitted on all hands. The far more perplexed 
problem remains behind. Granting the apostolic authorship, how 
is the representation of Christ in the fourth gospel to be recon- 
ciled with that of the Synoptics ? If, as in John's narrative, the 
first disciples immediately after the temptation recognised Jesus 
as the Messiah, how does this consist with the apparently different 
i*epresentation in the Synoptical gospels ? If Jesus spoke as the 
first three gospels record, is it possible He can also have spoken 
in the mianner of the discourses and discussions reported in the 
fourth ? Now it is quite true that Dr. Watkins does not engage 
to answer these questions, and we have no right to demand from 
him more than his title and his aim warrant. At the same time, 
it was not beyond his function as narrator to bring out more 
sharply the exact point at which we have arrived, and to show 
more definitely what criticism has yet to do. His own idea, that 
" translation " is the magic word which is to solve all difficulties, 
and bridge the interval between the Synoptics and the fourth 
gospel may be perfectly correct, but until he much more definitely 
describes the contents of that word, no one can say whether it 
suffices or not. In our opinion Schiirer, in his recent address on 
the subject, is more successful in exhibiting with exactness the 
recent approximation between the two opposing hosts of criticism 
and in showing what remains to be done. Perhaps Dr. Watkins 
has not sufficiently remembered the homely proverb that ad- 
monishes us not to crow till we are through the wood. No such 
explanation has yet been given of the differences between the 
Synoptics and the fourth gospel as commends itself to every one. 
Criticism has yet before it one of the most difficult problems. 
But although Dr. Watkins has not done more than he promised, 
it must not be supposed that what he has done is of little value. 
On the contrary, he has given us an admirably clear, readable, 
and fair account of the criticism of the gospel of John, an 
account which has involved very wide and careful reading. A 
book of this standing should be clear of all minor blemishes, 
such as the use of " like " for " as," the spelling of Strassburg 
with one "s," and one or two stumbles in translation. And is 
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Oscar Holtzmann so closely related to the greater Heinrich as 
Dr. Watkins indicates ? 

To Dr. Nicoll's "Theological Educator" an excellent book has 
been added in The Writers of the New Testament, their Style and 
Characteristics, by the late Rev. W. H. Siracox, M.A. (Hodder <fc 
Stoughton). A book on this subject was urgently needed ; and 
although Mr. Simcox has given us but a brief manual, it is excel- 
lent so far as it goes, and it contains the results of years of study 
by a diligent and exact scholar. Omissions might easily be pointed 
out, omissions even of some importance ; but the positive contribu- 
tions made to the characterization of the various New Testament 
writers are numerous and valuable. Especially does the sanity 
of the author's critical judgments favourably contrast with the 
hasty and one-sided opinion which passes in many quarters for 
brilliant criticism. Of 2 Peter, e.g., Mr. Simcox says : " It may 
at least be said, on the one hand, that no one can pretend 
(except on a priori theological grounds) to be certain that the 
second epistle is genuine ; on the other, that a superficial student 
is likelier than a thorough student to be certain that it is 
spurious." Perhaps the relation of the writings of Luke to the 
Epistle to the Hebrews taxes the resources and the capacity of 
the critic as much as any literary problem presented by the New 
Testament, and in discussing this relation Mr. Simcox appears at 
his best. But in everj part of the small volume do we feel with 
increasing regret how great a loss we have sustained in the death 
of this unpretending, sound, and original scholar. More than 
half the volume is occupied with tables illustrating the affinities 
between the vocabularies used by the various writers of the New 
Testament. These tables are original, and should secure for this 
manual a circulation on the Continent as well as at home. No 
student of the New Testament should omit to avail himself of 
the help and stimulus he will find in this handy book. 

Under the head of Introduction may be included a volume of 
some significance, which we owe to the well-known American 
apologist. Prof. Fisher, of Yale. It is on The Nature and Method 
of Revelation, and is republished in England by Mr. Fisher Unwin. 
It is a book which most distinctly shows how the wind is blowing. 
Dr. Fisher has for more than a quarter of a century been re- 
cognised, even in orthodox America, as the very type of loyalty 
to the truth. He has indeed been justly reckoned the doughtiest 
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champion of revelation and of the Scriptures. But he recognises 
that the nineteenth century is not the seventeenth, and that, while 
holding fast to the Scriptures as the normative exposition of 
Christian doctrine and our gaide in matters of faith and duty, the 
results of biblical science can no longer be ignored. " In these 
days, no real service is done to the Christian cause by stubbornly 
adhering to dogmatic prepossessions which have been proved to 
be untenable, still less by unseemly denunciation of Christian 
believers who have been led by conscientious inquiry to abandon 
them." It is Dr. Fisher's attitude towards Scripture, and his 
denial that inspiration involves inerrancy, that give value to his 
book at the present time. Had Dr. Fisher been from the first 
of distinctly liberal or broad tendencies, his recognition of the 
results of criticism would have little significance ; but when we 
find one 6f the most trusted and experienced of living apologists 
frankly yielding old positions, we see that we are passing into 
new conditions, and must alter our base of defence. Nothing 
could be more timely than Dr. Fisher's warning to those who 
undaly push the literal infallibility of Scripture : 

" Exaggerated statements on this subject are the occasion at present of two 
great evils. One mischievons consequence of them is that the tmth and 
Divine origin of Christianity are staked on the literal correctness of even the 
minutest particulars in the copious narratives of Scripture. The conscientious 
student, seeing that such views are untenable in the light of fair historical 
criticism, is virtually bidden to draw the inference that the foundations of the 
faith are gone. Moreover, some of the most impressiTe arguments in defence 
of historical Christianity, which depend on the presence of unessential discre- 
pancies, . . . are precluded from being used whenever the obsolescent 
theory that the narratives are drawn up with the pedantic accuracy of a notary 
public is still insisted on." 

Dr. Fisher's well written volume should be read by every one 
who wishes to know the truth about Scripture and to cherish a 
defensible faith in the Bible. 

In connexion with this subject of the attitude of criticism to 
Scripture in our day, it may be enough to remind our readers of 
Dr. Dale's recent work, The Living Christ and the Four Gospels 
(Hodder <fe Stoughton). The strong sense and sagacity of the 
writer have enabled him to apprehend the only defensible posi- 
tion regarding Scripture. He has, with Luther's fearless confi- 
dence in the substance of Scripture, gone back to the Reformation 
principle, and reasserted it with such clearness and force, that 

VOL. m. lO 
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it may be expected once more to prevail. A moi-e satisfactory 
groandiDg of faith, or a truer exposition of the reason of our 
acceptance of Scripture, there could not be given. No book could 
De more timely than this, or can more safely be recommended to 
all serious- minded men. 

It is safe to say that during this generation few, if any, scholars 
bave contributed to theological literature work of more permanent 
and solid worth than the late Bishop Lightfoot. Even while 
lamenting his loss, we cannot but consider that his influence has 
only began, and that the writings he has left us will be read and 
will be authoritative for centuries to come. In an age when the 
^ untiring industry of Grermau critics has reflected some discredit 
on English theologians. Dr. Lightfoot has surpassed the Germans 
themselves in original research, in the keenness and finality of 
his criticism, and in the amount of work done and needing no 
revision. It was in the department of historical criticism that he 
was unrivalled ; and we cannot but wish that, instead of giving 
us his commentaries on S. Paul's epistles, admirable as these are, 
he had completed his edition of Barnabas and Hermas. No doubt, 
as Bishop Westcott assures us in his prefatory note, Dr. Light- 
foot drew a line between these writings and those of Clement, 
Ignatius, and Polycarp ; yet there will always be a feeling that 
the general title of the five volumes, " The Apostolic Fathers," is 
rather large for the ground covered. Be that as it may, we have 
certainly in the two volumes now published by far the best 
edition of Clement that has yet been issued. Indeed to call this 
an edition of Clement is to disguise the significance of the 
volumes. For in point of fact they for the first time determine 
some of the most troublesome questions of early Church history, 
such as the succession of the first bishops of Rome, the origin and 
date of the Muratorian Canon, and the relation of Hippolytus to 
the Church of Rome and to the writings ascribed to him. So that 
although a thousand pages may seem a somewhat liberal amount 
of space to allot to the treatment of one genuine and one spurious 
letter of the first century, no one who seeks information of a reli- 
able kind regarding one of the most obscure and perplexed periods 
of history will think he has a page too much. This is not the place 
to enter into any detailed account or criticism of these volumes ; 
and to praise the wealth of knowledge, the readiness of scholar- 
ship, and the soundness of judgment disclosed on every page 
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woald be an impertinence. Thej will be read and pondered 
wherever the literature and the historj of the early Church are 
seriously studied. It is interesting to get a glimpse of Lightfoot's 
method of work, such as Dr. Westcott gives us in his preface. 

** When a subject was chosen, he mastered, stored, arranged in his mind all 
the materials which were available for its complete treatment ; bat he drew up 
no systematic notes, and sketched no plan. As soon as the scope of the essay 
was distinctly conceived, he wrote oontinaonsly and rapidly, trusting to his 
memory for the anthorities which he used, and adding them as he went for- 
ward, but so that every reference was again carefully verified in proof." 

The full title of the present volume is The Apostolic Fathers, 
Pari J. S. Clement of Rome, A Revised Text with Introductions, 
Notes, Dissertations, and Translations, By the late J. B. Lightfoot, 
D.D., D.C.L., LL.D., Lord Bishop of Durham. The publishers 
are Messrs. Macmillan & Co. 

From the same publishers we have received two other volumes 
from the pen of the late bishop, published in connexion with 
the '* Lightfoot Fund for the Diocese of Durham." This fund is 
to consist of all moneys arising from the sale of certain books 
written by the bishop, and made over to trustees for behoof of the 
churches and spiritual agencies within the diocese of Durham. 
Both the volumes we have received are sermons preached in the 
diocese, and both are such as one might expect to be produced 
by an overtaxed, but able and well-stored mind. Leaders in the 
Northern Church gives a slight sketch of the founders and pro- 
moters of Christianity in Northumberland and Durham, S. 
Oswald, S. A.idan, S. Cuthbert, and so forth, down to Bishop 
Butler. There is much here that is interesting, although the 
sketches are necessarily brief. In the other volume, Ordination 
Addresses and Counsels to Clergy, the intense earnestness and the 
high spirituality and true consecration of he author are con- 
spicuous. These addresses are not lightly thrown off ; on the 
contrary, the reader feels behind the words the whole man living 
and striving for the good of his clergy. This spiritual intensity, 
and a mind moving among the results of a careful study of the 
New Testament, are the characteristics of this volume, in which 
there is much that cannot fail to stimulate and to guide those 
who are entering upon the work of the Christian ministry. 

Exegesis. — All students of the writings of St. Paul will welcome 
another volume from Professor Joseph Agar Beet. This volume 
is A Commentary on 8t, FauVs Epistles to the EpJiesians, Philippians, 
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Colossians, and Philemon (Hodder & Stoughton). The more one 
uses Mr. Beet's commentaries the deeper becomes the impression 
that they are sound and thorough Wbrk. He is very independent, 
and consequently excites contradiction here and there ; and when 
he sums up and finally presents his view of Pauline theology, it 
is pretty certain that many will be found to disagree with him, 
and to suspect that he has not quite appreciated Paul's sense of 
entire emancipation from the law. But perhaps even more when 
we disagree than when we agree with him are we compelled to 
own that he has not assumed his positions hastily or without 
knowing how they may be defended. The present volume, 
although externally it does not sort with the preceding volumes, 
which is to be regretted, is written on the same lines, and com- 
pletes a series of commentaries which appeal to a wide circle of 
readei's, and which cannot fail to be found most helpful. Readers 
of the epistles dealt with by Mr. Beet in this volume may be 
reminded that Professor Hugues Oltramare, of Geneva, has com- 
menced a commentary on the same group of letters, and has just 
issued with Messrs. Fischbacher, of Paris, the fii'st volume of his 
undertaking. This volume forms in itself a complete commentary 
on the Epistle to the Colossians. 

To the " Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges " (University 
Press) two volumes have been added during the past few months. 
One is by Dr. Perowne, Master of Corpus Christi College, Cam- 
bridge, and it is on the Epistle to the Galatians. On this little 
volume of 120 pages there has been expended labour as conscien- 
tious and careful as is often given fo very much bulkier books. 
There is no evidence of haste or scamping in any part of it. The 
introduction contains all that is needed ; the different interpretations 
have been clearly apprehended and are concisely stated. Every- 
where we find the clear statement that results from thorough 
digestion of the material and clearness of thinking. We could 
indeed have wished that Dr. Perowne had been a little wider, and 
a little more Pauline, in his interpretation of the words, " Ye 
observe days, etc." ; but on the whole his commentary will com- 
mend itself, and it quite maintains the high character of the 
series. 

The other new volume of the same series is on The Revelation 
of SL John, and is by the late Rev. W. H. Simcox, M.A, This 
book of Scripture had for many years strongly attracted Mr. 
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Simcoz, and the present commentary was written more than 
seyen jears ago, and has since been revised. Three valnable 
excurstis are added, in the last of which a criticism of Yischer's 
theory is given, as well as a summary of Volter*s analysis. The 
book has thns been brought well np to date. Those who appre- 
ciate Mr. Simcox's patient and original work, and who have learned 
to esteem his combined ingenuity and sobriety of judgment, will 
believe that the book of Revelation was wisely assigned to him. 
In his interpretation Mr. Simeox adopts what is known as the 
'' continnoasly historical" system, finding in the events of the 
writer's own time a fulfilment, though not the complete fulfilment, 
which is yet in the future. In every part of the commentary the 
reader finds himself in the company of a guide who is alive to 
all the difi&oulties, and thoroughly on the alert. 

Comparable to the Cambridge Series is that which Messrs. 
Macmillan have commenced. In this new series the text of 
Westcott and Hort is printed, and a brief commentary added. The 
present volume is The Oospel according to St, Luhe^ with introduc- 
tion and notes by Rev. John Bond, M.A. The notes are concise 
and helpful. But why this bewildering multiplicity of school- 
books ? Had Messrs. Macmillan bought and reprinted Carr*s 
Notes on Luke, they would have conferred a still greater boon on 
teachers. 

Bonnd eschatology there accumulates a steadily increasing lite- 
rature. From one publisher, Mr. Elliot Stock, we receive three 
contributions. A symposium on Our Dead : WJiere are They ? Those 
who furnish this feast for us are men of name ; and yet the main 
point proved by the volume is, that where the responsibility is 
so divided no one does his best. AdartCg Duration as Created the 
Measure of Mans Duration in Punishment, etc., is a pamphlet appa- 
i*ently by one of the Plymouth Brethren, and is characterized by the 
fondness for antithesis and merely verbal criticism which so often 
reveals the lay character of the writings of that body of Christians. 
The third of Mr. Stock's books comes from the Antipodes, and is 
introduced to northern readers by Dean Kitchen, as the first work 
on biblical criticism ever published in Adelaide. It is a translation 
of and brief commentary on 1 Peter, under the title of The Letter 
of the Larger Hope, The translation is not without merit, but is 
ratber injured by straining after difference from the Authorized 
Version. The contribution made by the volume is the suggestion 
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that onr Lord's preaching to the spirits in prison is only illustrative 
of His acts in the life beyond the grave nntil now, " until all sin 
and death, which is the consequence of sin, are destroyed." The 
writer is Mr. John W. Owen, B.A., St. Paul's, Adelaide. From 
Messrs. Longmans, Green <fc Co. we receive a volume of more sub- 
stance than any of these. It is by one who has already success- 
fully dealt with eschatological subjects, Dr. Herbert Mortimer 
Luckock, and this present volume on The Intermediate State between 
Death and Judgment is a sequel to his book entitled After Death. 
It is learned, cautious, reverential, free from acrimonious polemi- 
cal matter, and well- written. Dr. Luckock covers much the same 
ground which has been so judiciously pioneered by Dean Plumptre, 
but he adduces a considerable amount of new material, especially 
in the department of patristic testimony. As regards probation 
after death. Dr. Luckock believes there is ground in Scripture for 
holding that those to whom salvation has not been offered in this 
life may in the intermediate state have further opportunity of 
determining their everlasting destiny ; but " for all those whose 
circumstances are such that the offer of salvation has been fully 
and adequately presented in this life, probation is limited; and 
there is nothing in Holy Scripture to induce even a hope that it 
can ever be extended beyond the grave." Both for information 
and suggestion, this soberly written and painstaking volume is 
to be recommended to all who are interested in the intermediate 

state. 

Marcus Dods. 



B BE VIA. 

Mr. G. A. Smith's '^Exposition of Isaiah xL- 

lxvi."-This is pre-eminently a time which calls for fairness 
and tolerance among devout- minded students of the Old Testa- 
ment. They may be divided into three classes: (I) Those who 
think that, criticism being of yesterday, and having as yet arrived 
at no solid results (or almost none), it is unwise for its adepts, 
even if Christians both in heart and in head, to popularize it ; 
(2) Those who, denying both premisses, and believing that a bold, 
though not undiscriminatingly bold, policy is also the safest, feel 
it their duty to communicate the best things that they know to a 
public which is being sedulously trained to appreciate historical 
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as well as scientific inquiries ; and (3) Those who are slowly feel- 
ing their way oat of the first class into the second, and speak and 
act sometimes in character with the one and sometimes with the 
other. Faithful servants of the Church belong to each of these 
classes ; let them tolerate one another in the fulness of brotherly 
love, as they are themselves tolerated alike by their common Lord. 
Let their only rivalry be, who can. come nearest to Christ in 
chai*acter and in conduct ; and more particularly, as interpreters 
of the Bible, who can show best how glorious are its truths, and 
how wonderful the histoiy which is the setting and the verifi- 
cation of those truths. I can imagine that Mr. G. A. Smith's 
second volume may in some respects give a greater shock to old- 
fashioned Bible students than the first, because in it he adopts 
as a "result" of crifcicism what has either been undreamed of 
or ignored, if not derided, by most Englisb theologians. In other 
words, he sympathizes with the second of the above-named 
classes, though I would not for a moment be thought to imply 
that he is prepared to adopt a similarly advanced position with 
regard to other books of the Old Testament. So far as Isaiah 
goes, Mr. Smith makes a claim upon the indulgence of many of 
his readers ; but let me add that he thoroughly justifies his claim 
by the fundamentally evangelical character of his theology. 

No one can, I think, be in any doubt as to what our author's 
theological foundation is. The Divine revelation handed on from 
the past is, to him, continually revealed anew in the present. He 
believes, not upon the authority of tradition, but on the ground 
of his experience, that the Person who is attested by tradition, 
and whose workings in the past criticism does but make more 
manifest, is as able to save now as in the times of the greatest 
organs of revelation. " Look at life whole," he says, " and the 
question you will ask will not be, Can I carry this faith ? but, 
Can this faith carry me ? " (p. 187.) True religion is, in a certain 
sense, independent both of facts and of books ; it is a personal 
" conviction of the character of God, and a resting upon that alone 
for salvation" (p. 102). The frankness with which Mr. G. A. 
Smith states this position shows that he has drunk deeply of the 
spirit of the Reformation. He is not afraid of being thought one- 
sided. One cannot be always qualifying one's words. There is a 
time to preach the value of facts ; German philosophical extrava- 
gances have been recognised as such even in Germany, and should 
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not be resuscitated in England. There is also a time to insist on 
the all-importance of personal experience. Even in parts of the 
Bible — the ultimate source of our tradition — we find recorded a 
revelation which was " recognised and welcomed bj choice sonls 
in the secret of their own spiritual life before it was realized and 
observed in outward fact" (p. 102). And as the religious value 
of historical criticism consists in its disclosure of the relative 
importance of the traditional facts, so that of scientific exegesis is 
in its illumination of that which is most vital in the articles of 
our creed, or, to use a phrase of the late Dr. Edersheim, upon 
"that which is orthodox in orthodoxy." That this is, in fact, 
Mr. G. A. Smith's view will be clear from the following passage : 

" Men have always been apt to think of vicariouB suffering, and of its func- 
tion in their salvation, as something above and apart from their moral nature, 
with a value known only to God, and not calculable in the terms 5f conscience 
or of man's moral experience ; nay, rather as something that conflicts with 
man's ideas of morality and justice. Whereas both the fact and the virtue of 
vicarious suffering come upon ns all, as these speakers describe the vicarious 
sufferings of the Servant to have come upon them, as a part of inevitable 
experience " (p. 354). 

To me the example given in this book of the appeal for the 
binding sense of doctrines to the true meaning of the Scriptures, 
as elicited by a critical exegesis, seems of much ecclesiastical 
significance. It shows that such an exegesis can render important 
service to Protestant evangelical religion, and thereby justifies me 
in appealing to men of this type of religion to take a more friendly 
view than they have as yet taken, at least in this country, of the 
newer criticism. I am far fi-om undervaluing the friendly regard 
of the younger offshoot of the Anglo-Catholic school ; the cause 
of the Scriptures is dear to me, whoever be its champion. But it 
does appear to me that the future of Bible-study must in the main 
rest with those who are not ashamed of the name of Protestant ; 
and, so thinking, I welcome every indication of a diminution of 
the alarm with which the Evangelical school at first regarded 
(and not unnaturally regarded) a criticism which began with 
negations. This is not, however, the only lesson which this book 
has taught me. My own feeling has been that the cause of 
healthy progress could best be attained if a kind of " self-denying 
ordinance " were adopted, alike by those Christian teachers who 
are hearty conrerts to critical views, and by those who have 
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hitherto stood aloof from criticism.^ I, for instance, as one of 
the former class, should have been satisfied in mj preaching to 
treat Isaiah xl.-lxvi. as a whole (not merely because this view is 
supported by most critics, but because it is comparatively easy 
to make it plausible to beginners), on condition that my own step 
backwards were accompanied by a corresponding step forwards 
on the part of some prominent conservatives. Dr. Driver may 
have had a kindred idea when he assumed the unity of Isaiah xl.- 
Ixvi. in his excellent student's handbook to the book of Isaiah. 
The fact that Mr. Smith not only does not so limit himself, but 
sees no need even for excusing his own freedom, suggests to me 
that the time for compromiso may be over, that once more Dean 
Stanley's farewell Oxford sermon on ** Great Opportunities Missed " 
may have been verified in the history of the Church, so far at 
least as the Church is represented by her official leaders.^ 

The " freedom " which Mr. G-. A. Smith allows himself may be 
estimated from the following passage : 

" We are therefore justified in coming to the prorisional oonolnsion, that 
Second Isaiah is not a unity, is so far as it consists of a number of pieces by 
different men, whom God raised up at different times before, during, and after 
the Exile, to comfort and exhort amid the shifting circumstance and tempers 
of His people; but that it is a unity, in so far as these pieces have been 
gathered together by an editor very soon after the Beturn from the ExUe, in 
an order as r^olar, both in point of time and subject, as the somewhat mixed 
material woold permit" (p. 21). 

At first sight this view is sufficiently startling. Not only does 
it destroy the belief in a well-ordered masterpiece of literary style, 
but it seems to open the door to the most nnbridled license of 
disintegration. It has required the author s utmost skill to make 
his view plausible to ordinary readers ; but his ejffort appears to 

' I ventured to propose such a compromise in an article in the Contemporary 
Review for Aagast, 1890, but in vain. One of oar unofficial Church-leaders 
will, I am sure, sympathise with my regret — Professor Sanday, who has him- 
self proposed a '* scJf-denylng ordinance *' (the phrase is his own) for writers 
on New Testament criticism in Ths Exfositob for January, 1891. Will the 
opposing parties (if the word may be used) take notice of his proposition? 

' That there has been large excuse for the aloofness of the leaders of the 
Anglican Ghuroh from what is called the higher criticism I willingly admit. 
And I hasten to add that some of the most honoured members of the episcopal 
bench have distinctly repudiated any wish to check free but devout investigation. 
The assumption however is generally made, that investigation is bat of yes- 
terday, and that we must therefore ** wait." Hence the tacit rejection of my 
compromise. 
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have sncceeded. An Anglican magazine- writer is so far taken in 
"by snrface smoothness as to say that the new commentary on 
Isaiah by Delitzsch is " perhaps more critical " than Mr. Smith's 
second volume, thongh certainly the latter may be described as 
" more critical than the first," and the two writers, Delitzsch and 
Mr. Smith, are " the two greatest commentators on Isaiah." This 
is a gratifying sign of the times. It may safely be said that no 
snrface smoothness of exposition would, ten years ago, have made 
Mr. Smith's views palatable to such writers. It is only eight 
years since, in deference to the most competent and sympathetic of 
advisers (not themselves Old Testament critics) I refrained from 
introducing such conclusions as Mr. Smith's into my own com- 
mentary on Isaiah. Self-suppression could no further go ; for the 
inevitable consequence was that in the recent resumption of the 
critical analysis of Isaiah xl.-lxvi. my own pioneer- work, sum- 
ming up my own " provisional conclusions," lies buried and almost 
unknown in an article in the Encyclopoedia Britannica. Mr. G. A. 
Smith indeed does me the justice to refer to this work, but even he 
does not mention its historical position, in conjunction with my com- 
mentary, at the head of a critical movement.^ When will scholars 
learn to put the date of publication after each important book to 
which they refer ? Want of knowledge of dates lies at the root 
of many popular misconceptions. It is however only fair on my 
part to recognise in the most cordial manner the independent spirit 
in which Mr. Smith has worked. There may be some who take 
credit to themselves for having studied some critical question 
without having consulted their predecessors; a German or a 
Dutchman must forsooth have an anti-supematuralistic bias. Our 
author is not one of these ; he honours those who have worked 
before him. But does his acquaintance with these impair the 
originality of his views ? No ; it only opens his eyes to the facts 
to which, but for those writers, educational prejudices might have 
blinded him, and to the directions in which a solution of diffi- 
culties may possibly be found. And there is the accent of true 

^ Of course, Ewald and Bleek are my predecessors ; bat no one will say that 
these eminent scholars give as comprehensive a treatment to the problems of 
2 Isaiah as my own article. I have long wished to retam to this subject in a 
work on the present position of the critical and exegetieal problems of Isaiah. 
The apparent simplicity of many parts of Isaiah is dae to the oonyentionality 
which constantly renews its youth, alike in conservative and in critical theolo- 
gians, and against which we all need constantly to strive. 
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Immility in the phrase which opens the passage quoted ahove — 
" the provisional conclnsion." Provisional every statement about 
antiquity must necessarily be ; our means of opening that sealed 
book are so continually increasing, and yet remain, comparatively 
speaking, so imperfect, that the most gifted critic and historian 
must confess the " provisionalness " of his results. But is not 
this a reason for waiting till *' criticism has said its last word " ? 
Some respected Churchmen think so, in the case of the Scrip- 
tares; but so Mr. Smith at least does not think. In every 
book on Israelitish history and literatui*e there must be error ; 
it has not been the will of Providence that biblical scholars 
should enjoy a fulness of inspiration denied, doubtless for the best 
of reasons, to the biblical writers themselves. What is inspira- 
tion P To Isaiah it was 

** nothing more nor less than the possession of certain strong moral and 
religious convictions, which he felt he owed to the communication of the Spirit 
of God, and according to which he interpreted, and even dared to foretell, the 
history of his people and the world " (voL i., p. 372). 

All the inspiration which a biblical scholar can humbly hope to 
receive is a heightened power of tracing the main outlines of the 
Divine education of Israel, and the gradual development in Israel 
of spiritual religion. This gift is conditional on a full recognition 
of his own limitations by the individual ; it is in this as in other 
fields of divinely appointed work by co-operation that progress 
is made. Turning to the nine " insertions and appendices " which 
in 1881 I seemed to myself to have found in Isaiah xl.-lxvi., I find 
that Mr. Smith for the present holds the following conclusions, in 
which I can at any rate recognise a sufficient degree of truth to 
make them worth adoption in public teaching : 

1. Isaiah lii. 13-liii. 12. "The style — ^broken, rolling, and 
recurrent — is certainly a change from the forward, flowing 
sentences, . . . and there are a number of words that we 
find quite new to us. Yet surely both style and words are fully 
accounted for by the novel and tragic nature of the subject to 
which the prophet has brought us *' (p. 336). In the passage of 
which this sentence forms part, Mr. Smith's wonderful command 
of English seems to me to have carried him away. The theory 
rejected is at any rate put in a most unplausible form. Dillmann 
himself, with whom I agree, seems fairer, especially in a sentence 
near that quoted by Mr. Smith in his footnote on p. 338. 
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2. Isaiah Ivi. 9~lTii. 13a. '^Almost none disputes," says Mr. 
Smith, " that [this passage] must have been composed before the 
people left Palestine for exile " (p. 409). The case, as Dillmann 
perfectly sees, is in the main analogous to that of Isaiah lii. 13, etc. 
It is even less worth while than in the former case to fight over 
the degree in which a later prophet manipulated (what need 
shock us in this word ?) the work of a predecessor. Re.editing 
old writings is no modern or purely western invention. 

3. Isaiah Ivi. 1-8. This, according to our author, is one of 
three addresses, '* evidently dating from the eve of the Return " 
(p. 396). A more comprehensive study of the post-Exilic period 
may some day lead Mr. Smith to doubt the correctness of his 
impression. There were many afflictions as grievous as that of the 
Captivity in the long and troublous Persian period, to which, but 
for Jeremiah xxii. 19-27 (certainly, as I think, a later insertion), 
its contents would at onqe be seen to refer it. That " pious souls 
in many lands had felt the spiritual power of [Israel], and had 
chosen for Jehovah's sake to follow its uncertain fortunes " (p. 
406), seems to me by no means made out, though I find a similar 
statement in Dillmann's note on Isaiah xiv. 1, 2. Certainly the 
prophetic writer of the latter passage declared, at the close of the 
Exile, that Israel's restoration would have the effect of bringing 
proselytes. But a later prophet knows that this hope has yet to 
be fulfilled (Zech. ii. 11, viii. 20-23), and Psalm cxxvi. 2 merely 
says that the heathen recognised the power of Israel's God to 
help His people.^ Nor can I think that the phrase, " to His 
gathered ones," in Isaiah Ivi. 8, has justice done it by Dillmann's 
exposition, *' to the remnant of Israel which He will gather." 

4. Isaiah Iviii. For various reasons, Mr. Smith thinks it pos- 
sible to refer this discourse to the Exile, though he sees no reason 
to assign it, with Ewald, to a younger contemporary of Ezekiel. 
" Surely," he says, " there were room and occasion for it in those 
years which followed the actual deliverance of the Jews by Cyrus, 
but preceded the restoration of Jerusalem" (p. 415), when the 
people had to be prepared morally for the great opportunity about 
to be offered them. It is indeed most sad that we know so little of 
the religions and social condition of the Jews in Babylonia. We 
do know that chap. Iviii. exactly suits the first century of the 

^ On the fulfilment by Israel of its "missionary purpose/* I may ventore to 
refer to the sixth of my forthcoming Bampton Lectures on the Psalms. 
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Persian period ; and if other prophecies become more intelligible 
by receiving this date, why sboald we hesitate to do the like in 
the case of this particular passage P 

5. Isaiah lix. "At first sight the most difficult of all of 
* Second Isaiah ' to assign to a date ; for it evidently contains both 
pro-Exilic and Exilic elements. On the one hand, its charges of 
guilt imply that the people addressed by it are responsible for 
civic justice to a degree which could hardly be imputed to the 
Jews in Babylon. . . . On the other hand, the promises of 
deliverance read very much as if they were Exilic " (p. 423). The 
former of these observations is, I think, correct ; the latter needs 
expansion. '* Judgment " and " righteousness " are certainly em- 
ployed in the same way as in 2 Isaiah.. Bat the language of 
Isaiah lix. 20 favours the view that the transgressions referred to 
in the earlier part of the chapter have been committed in " Zion," 
and not in Babylon. In other words, the author writes after the 
Return, but is acquainted with 2 Isaiah. He may, or may not, 
have written Isaiah Iviii. There is a general affinity between the 
chapters, which almost requires the supposition of their contem- 
poraneousness, but does not in the same degree require that of a 
common author. 

6. Isaiah Ixiii. 1-6. That this is written by the main author of 
Isaiah xL-lxvi. is probable, according to Mr. Smith, because theo- 
phanies occar at intervals throughout the chapters, and becaase 
several of 2 Isaiah's phrases occur in this piece (p. 441). There 
is an undertone of doubt in this expression of opinion which is 
not only justifiable in itself, but specially suitable in a popular 
work like the present. For, in fact, on the determination of the date 
of ixiii 1-6 depends that of the period, not only of the preceding 
and following prophecies, but also of Isaiah xxxiv. 1, on which 
Mr. Smith expresses himself with much reserve. In reply to Mr. 
Smith, I will only remark (1) that, if I am not misled by optical 
illusions, the love of theophanies is characteristic of the whole later 
period ; and (2) that the influence of 2 Isaiah will often account 
for Isaianic phenomena, as that of Jeremiah does for the Jeremianic 
phenomena of certain psalms. 

7. Isaiah Ixiii. 7 — ^Ixiv. 12 (11). " It m. t have been written 
after the destruction and before the rebu ding of the temple ; 
this is put past all doubt by [the language f Ixiii. 18 and Ixiv. 
10, 11] " (p. 416). This piece of prophetic, or rather of liturgical, 
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writing is, from a critical point of view, one of the most difficnlt 
in our Book of Isaiah. In 1881 I had neither fully taken in all 
our availahle information on the Persian period, nor divested my- 
self sufficiently of conservative scruples. There seemed to be two 
classes of passages in the section, one pointing to an early and 
another to a late date in the Exile ; for the one Isaiah Iziii. 
186, Ixiv. 10, 11, and for the other Isaiah Ixiii. 18a ^ (illustrated 
by Isaiah xlii. 14) and Ixiv. 5 (if the ordinary explanations of a 
cori'upt text may be accepted). Upon the whole, it then appeared 
to me that we ought to give the preference to the former class of 
passages, which indicate that feelings of dismay at the desolation 
of the temple and of the Jewish cities were still fresh. The 
expression dS'V npHjl in Isaiah Ixiv. 5 (if we may read thus, with 
Dillmann) does not necessarily imply that the Exile had already 
lasted a long time ; this remark may be reasonably justiBed by 
TYi\ n'lK^D, in a psalm generally held to be Maccabaean (Ps. 
Ixxiv. 3). A single year of separation from Zion might seem " an 
age" to pious Israelites; and consequently the period of national 
independence might be said, as in Isaiah Ixiii. 18a, to have lasted 
**but a little while." But I now see how unlikely it is that 
a writing which stands among late Exilic and (probably even) 
post-Exilic writings should be a monument of the early years of 
the Exile. I was right however in holding it to have been written 
in Palestine, and I am sorry that Mr. Smith does not support me 
in this view. Still our new expositor's brief discussion of the 
subject will be very helpful to English students. The remark 
that " the man who wrote vers. 11-15 of chap. Ixiii. had surely the 
Return still before him," has in it an element of truth. As our 
author finely adds, " He would not have written in the way he 
has done of the Exodus from Egypt unless he had been feeling 
the need of another exhibition of Divine power of the same kind." 
It was Psalm Ixxxix. which first led me to question the correctness 
of the view which I had expressed in the Eticyclopeedia Britannica ; 
but only lately have I been able to see my way to a satisfactory 
date both for the Maschil of Ethan and for the tefiUah in Isaiah. 
It was Ewald who, in 1835, first suggested a highly probable date 
for Psalm Ixxxix. ; he changed his opinion afterwards, but at that 
time he referred this and other psalms to the end of the sixth or 

' I venture for convenience sake to refer to my own commentary, in case 
Pillmann's may not be at hand. 
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the early part of the fifth centarj. Prof. Robertson Smith has 
since then adopted this or nearly this date for some of the psalms,^ 
and Mr. Herford sees the plausibility of explaining Isaiah Ixiii. 18 
by the troubles of the Jews under Artaxerxes III.^ This is, in 
fact, my own view. The objection is, that there is no evidence of 
a burning of the temple at this period. How I should meet this 
objection, I have stated in my Bampton Lectures, where this section 
of Isaiah is repeatedly referred to in connexion with certain psalms 
(see especially p. 130). 

8. Isaiah Ixv., which our author (p. 455) regards as Jehovah's 
answer to the preceding intercessory prayer. " What seems decisive 
for the Exilic origin of chap. Ixv. is, that the possession of Judah 
and Zion by the seed of Jacob is still implied as future (ver. 9). 
Moreover the holy land is alluded to by the name common among 
the exiles in flat Mesopotamia (' my mountains '); and in conti*ast 
with the idolatry of which the present generation is guilty, the 
idolatry of their fathers is characterized as having been ' upon 
the mountains and upon the hills ' ; and again the people is charged 
with * forgetting my holy mountain,' a phrase reminiscent of 
Psalm cxxxvii. 4, and more appropriate to a time of exile than 
when the people were gathered about Zion " (p. 458). It is also 
remarked that " the practices in ver. 5 are never attributed to 
the people before the Exile, were all possible in Babylonia, and 
some are known to have been actual then." If therefore chap. 
Ixiii. 7-lxiv. 12 was written well on in the Exile, why (it is 
argued) should not chap. Ixv., which is ''logically connected*' 
with that which goes before, receive the same date ? Mr. Smith 
has condensed his proofs most admirably, but they are not con- 
clusive. His exegesis of ver. 9 seems to me dubious ; where is 
there any reference to the Return from Babylon ? Throughout 
he has perhaps been too much influenced by Dillmann, who will 
always be consulted with profit, but who is, unhappily, not quite 
fair to critics of a somewhat different school. I have long ago 
corrected my own view of Isaiah Ixv. 4 ("who eat swine's flesh "), 
to which I was led by defective information derived from Prof. 
Sayce.* But I adhere to my view of ver. 11. Though perfectly 

* Encyclopedia Britanniea (art. '* Psalms "), zx. 31. 

* The Propheciet of the Captivity {Isa, xL-lzoi.)^ 1890, on the above pa£sage. 
' Prof. Sayce himself indeed has sapplied material for a different view in 

fais Utbbert Lectures (p. 153). Cf. W. B. Smith, Heligion of the Semites^ p. 272; 
Hewitt Journal of the Royal Atiatic Society^ April, 1830| p. 439. 
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willing to be better instructed, I do not see how Dillmann can 
assert, ** Jedenfalls fuhrt auch dieser Gotterdienst [Gad and Meni] 
nicht aus Babylonien heraus."^ This great scholar is equally 
dogmatic on the interpretation of Psalm cxxxvii. 4. Mr. Smith 
dees not offend thus; bat it is, I fancy, nothing but a dislike to 
multiplying post-Exilic psalms which has prompted him to the 
assertion which he makes. I might say a few things on our 
author's other allusions to the dat^e of certain psalms, but must 
in my concluding observations limit myself to Isaiah Ixvi., with 
which Isaiah Ixv. is clearly contemporary. 

9. Isaiah Ixvi. "Whether with the final chapter of our prophecy 
we at last get footing in the Holy Land is doubtful" (p. 459). 
Mr. Smith thinks that in Ixvi. 1-4 the rebuilding of the temple 
is "in immediate prospect," while the rest of the chapter has 
"features that speak more definitely for the period of the Return." 
These features however, he adds, are not conclusive, their effect 
being counterbalanced by expressions in vers. 9 and 13. Now I 
should be most reluctant to dogmatize on either part of Isaiah 
Ixvi. It is not inconceivable that both here and in Isaiah Ixv. 
a later writer may have edited aijd largely added to an earlier 
work, or at any rate have introduced passages of an earlier work 
into his own composition. But upon the whole I am disposed to 
adhere to the view exprest^ed in the Encyclopcedia Britannica ; and 
in my Lectures on the Psalms I have endeavoured to add some- 
thing to the plausibility of my view both of Isaiah Ixiii. 7, etc., 
and of Ixv., Ixvi. All this part, in fact, belongs (as probably do 
Joel and Zech. xiv.) to the troublous times of Artaxerxes II. and 
III. It is to me a matter of conscience to disburden the great 
prophet of the Restoration from the imputation of cherishing the 
morbid and conflicting thoughts which meet us in the last of the 
appendices to the Book of Isaiah. And here, with much i*egret to 
be unable at present to draw attention to its many beauties, I take 
leave of this necessarily incomplete, but delightful and in the best 
sense popular, commentary on the greatest of the prophetic books. 

T. K. Chkyne. 

> On the Buperstition of the post-Esilio Jews of. Zech. ziii. 2 (if post-EzUie) ; 
Mai. iii. 5 ; Jos., Ant, Till. 2, 5. 
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Our subject is the Book of the Prophet Joel. You will 
very soon discover that it is remarkably different from the 
Book of Hosea. The study of Hosea's writing compelled 
us to realize all the political, social, religious life of a very 
great and splendid epoch in the history of Israel. The 
Book of Joel takes us very largely out of the secular life 
of men into a region of literary history, and opens up for 
us theological subjects of study. The book stands in a 
different order among the minor prophets in the Hebrew 
text of the Old Testament from the position it occupies in 
the earliest translation, the translation into Greek called 
the Septuagint. In the former the order of the first six 
minor prophets is as we have it in our English Bible; 
in the latter, it is Hosea, Amos, Micah, Joel, Obadiah, 
Jonah. These last three books have no statement as to 
date attached to them ; and from the diversity in their 
position in the Hebrew and in the Greek it is evident that 
the learned men who put together the Old Testament in 
Hebrew and the learned men who arranged the Greek 
translation of it had different views as to the period 
when these three prophets lived and worked. That means 
there was no certain tradition about them. The editors 
had to read and study them, and to form their own con* 
elusion where they should come in. The only thing you 
can say from the position of Joel in the Hebrew, and also 
in the Septuagint, is that the old editors apparently 
believed Joel to be one of the earliest prophets. On the 
other hand, scholars now-a-days are inclined to think 

* A lecture. 
VOL. III. *^^ 1 1 
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that Joel was one of the very latest of them. It is quite 
possible that the position of the book in the collection of 
minor prophets does not tell us what the old editors 
thought as to the date of it. In several cases it looks as 
if they arranged the books, not so much in their chrono- 
logical order, as in groups ; i.e. they grouped the books 
together on account of certain affinities and relationships 
between those they placed in proximity. 

We have, however, to take the book, read it, and form 
our own conclusion as to the point in Israel's history 
when Joel lived and prophesied and spoke for God. We 
know practically nothing about him. His name means 
" Jehovah is God." We are told the name of Joel's father, 
but not where Joel was born ; nor is it stated when he 
lived. From his book we can gather with certainty that 
he prophesied at Jerusalem, and belonged to the Southern 
kingdom of Judah. From the prominence he gives to 
sacrifice, to the temple, and to the priest, some critics 
think he must have been a priest himself. I do not know 
that there is much in that. The fact is, that beyond his 
name and that he prophesied at Jerusalem, we know 
nothing about the man. 

I ehould require to go pretty carefully through the 
writing, and to give an analysis of it, in order to make 
you comprehend the larger part of the beauties and signi- 
ficances that are so thickly strewn among its pages ; 
because, if there is a book in the Bible that is a master- 
piece of literary art, it is the Book of Joel. There are 
other prophets who write with greater passion and greater 
power, who rise to loftier altitudes of Divine revelation; 
but there is hardly a writer in the Old Testament who 
shows proof of so careful, and detailed, and exquisite pains 
to give his work literary polish, finish, and beauty. 

As to the style of Joel, in the first half of the book its 
characteristic is that of a consummate literary artist or 
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word-painter. He makes pictures to stand out before you 
by graphic, vivid words, full of colour, full of imagery: 
pictures that show you the things that the man is describ- 
ing. Then in the second half he suddenly changes his 
style in great part, and becomes the impassioned orator, 
rising into a world of wild, lurid imagery, as he pictures 
to ns his conception of the last judgment. 

So much for the style. I now go to the contents of the 
book. It falls into two great divisions. The first of these 
runs from the beginning on to the end of the seventeenth 
verse of the second chapter. The second division begins 
with the eighteenth verse of the second chapter, and travels 
on to the end of the book. The first half contains a terrible 
description of disasters, and a foreboding of worse calamities 
to come. The second half of the book passes on into 
glonouB promises of God's goodness to Israel, and then 
rises up to a picture of the great judgment of the world. 

I will run over the book and give you its subdivisions. 
For the first chapter you may take as a heading ; Present 
Disasters; Calamities that have Actually Arrived. The 
second chapter consists of Future Forebodings. The first 
chapter again divides itself into subsections. 

The calamities that have befallen Judaea are the visita- 
tion of swarm after swarm of locusts, that are eating up 
everything in the country. Here is the start. The first 
paragraph is from vers. 1 to 4. The first verse gives the 
superscription or the title of the book. Then we read: 
" Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of 
the land. Hath this been in your days, or in the days of 
your fathers? " Do you not feel the literary effect of this ? 
He travels back through the bygone ages to find a parallel 
to this awful disaster that has fallen on the land, and he 
can find none in the past. Then he pictures the memory 
of it travelling down to generation after generation, a 
horror so terrible as never to be forgotten by mankind. 
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The literary art with which he instantly makes a tremen- 
dous impression of the magnitude of the disaster that is 
before their eyes is extremely powerful. Here it is : "That 
which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; 
and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm 
eaten." Observe the reiteration : swarm after swarm eat- 
ing the very heart out of the country until nothing is left. 

Then come three pictures, three tableaux that rise up 
to a climax, delineating the ruin that has been wrought. 
The first idea is that the reign of luxury, of revelry, has 
come to an end in the land. " Awake, ye drunkards^ and 
weep ; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the 
sweet wine; for it is cut oflE from your mouth. For a 
nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without 
number; his teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath 
the jaw-teeth of a great lion" (vers. 5, 6). Of course, 
it is poetical language descriptive of the tiny teeth of 
myriads and myriads of locust hordes. " He hath laid my 
vine waste, and barked my fig tree : he hath made it clean 
bare, and cast it away." That is, the locust has peeled the 
bark, and left fragments of it, which it has not swallowed, 
in a ring around the foot of the tree. " The branches 
thereof stand out white " (ver. 7) : a powerful picture of 
the fruit tree stripped of all its leaves, stripped of its very 
bark, and standing with its ghastly white arms in the 
sunlight. 

The next paragraph is from vers. 8 to 10, and may be 
headed : The Consolations of Eeligion Cut oflf. " Lament 
like a virgin" — or bride — "girded with sackcloth for the 
husband of her youth." It is an exquisite idea ; religious 
worship is depicted as a happy intercourse between God 
and the one He loves on eaxth, His chosen people. That 
is broken off, because the material for sacrifice cannot be 
found ; and so, as it were, no holy breath of human affec- 
tion goes up to God in heaven, nor answering love from 
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God comes down. '* The meal offering and the drink 
offering is cut off from the house of the Lord ; the priests, 
the Lord's ministers, mourn. The field is wasted, the land 
moumeth ; for the corn is wasted, the new wine is dried 
up, the oil languisheth," i.e. withereth away. 

The next paragraph (vers. 11, 12) may be headed : The 
Necessaries of Existence Cut off. That is the climax. 
Luxury — those who counted on that robbed of it ; religion 
— those who comforted themselves with it robbed of it ; 
then the food of the common people, the prosaic bread and 
fruit, the very necessaries of life, gone ! "Be ashamed '* — 
or, be in confusion — " O ye husbandmen, howl, ye vine- 
dressers, for the wheat and for the barley. . . . The 
vine is withered ; . • • the pomegranate^ the palm tree 
also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field are 
withered: for joy is withered away from the sons of men." 
All the land stripped white; leafless, stark, and naked; 
the whole face of the earth, the vineyards, the gardens, the 
farms withered. And then that blighted, withered white- 
ness spreads into the faces of the men who own those 
gardens and vineyards and farms : the desolation of the 
country is thus reflected back in the gaunt faces of starving 
men, until joy is vanished from the homes and haunts of 
human kind. 

The next section (ver. 13 to the end of the chapter) may 
be headed : The Despair and Distress. " Gird yourselves 
and lament, ye priests; howl, ye ministers of the altar. 
. . . Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly, . . . and 
cry unto the Lord, ... for the day of the Lord is at 
hand. And as destruction from the Almighty shall it come. 
Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy and glad- 
ness from the house of our God? The seeds are rotting 
under the clods ; the garners are laid desolate, the bams 
are broken down ; for the corn is withered. How do the 
beasts groan ! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because 
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they have no pasture ; yea, the flocks of sheep are made 
desolate. . . . The flame hath hurned all the trees of 
the field. . . . The waterbrooks are dried up, and the 
fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness." A tre- 
mendously powerful picture of a famine-stricken country, 
especiaJly with that feature in it, viz, the beasts driven, 
in their thirst, into delirium, uttering their moans, gasping 
and groaning in their appeal to God ! 

We come to the second chapter — Foreboding of Further 
111. In the opening section (vers. 1-3) we first catch 
sight of the locusts. Once again he pictures the calamity 
to follow as a fresh invasion of locusts, but he states that 
as bringing in a day of judgment. God comes with His 
locust army. "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound 
an alarm in My holy mountain ; let all the inhabitants of 
the land tremble : for the day of the Lord cometh " — the 
day of judgment, — " it is nigh at hand ; . . . a day of 
cloud and thick darkness, like the dawn creeping over the 
top of the mountain ; a great people and a strong, there 
hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more 
after them, even to the years of many generations. A fire 
devoureth before them ; and behind them a flame bumeth : 
the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind 
them a desolate wilderness ; yea, and none hath escaped 
them." 

Travellers and old classic books describe a cloud of 
locusts, a great, mighty mass of them, as the wind sweeps 
it along. The sunlight on their yellow wings makes a 
strange effect through the refraction of light. It is a 
striking image that Joel gives us — the first glimmer of the 
early dawn which crosses the tops of the mountains, the 
gray yellow light in the darkness. To us Londoners the 
extraordinary effect may be compared to that of a yellow 
fog. One has described it as *' a fall of yellow snow." 
Here you note first the appearance of the locusts in the 
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distance, next their nearer approach, and then the onset. 
Each paragraph begins with the image of the locusts, the 
impression they made on men's minds, and ends with the 
effect actually done by them. In one paragraph the cload 
of locusts is as a fire burning before and behind, the 
country in front like a garden of Eden, and behind a 
desolate wilderness. The next paragraph describes their 
nearer approach, as the sound of chariots rattling over 
the mountain tops — " a strong people set in battle array." 
At the presence and sight of them the people are ''in 
anguish " : all faces grow pale. 

You can feel the power of that image — the sound of them. 
You have heard fire in a house, eating, gnawing the timber. 
The people, at the sight of them, hear that awful, gnawing, 
devouring sound. Then here, again, it is the effect, of 
course, on the owners of the country : every face grows 
white. 

The third paragraph, descriptive of their actual onset 
on the town, is considered one of the finest passages in 
literature. " They run like mighty men ; like warriors they 
climb the wall ; they march every one on his way ; they 
break not their ranks, neither doth one thrust another. 
. . . They leap upon the city ; they run upon the wall ; 
they climb up into the housias ; they enter in at the windows 
like a thief. The earth quaketh before them ; the heavens 
tremble ; the sun and the moon are darkened, and the 
stars withdraw their shining : and the Lord uttereth His 
voice before His army ; for His camp is very great ; for He 
is strong that executeth His word : for the day of the Lord 
is very great and very terrible ; and who can abide it? *' 

Irresistibly you feel that this is a description of a real 

locust invasion, with its awful horrors. And yet, at the 

end of it, behind it, with it, in it, Joel confronts God and 

the moral judgment of our world. 

Then follows the paragraph in which the prophet declares 



168 JOEL. 

the possibility of forgiveness (vers. 12-14). *' Yet even 
now, saith the Lord, turn ye unto Me with all your heart, 
and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning : 
and rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto 
the Lord your God." Observe the tremendous strength 
of that declaration of God's eagerness to forgive and not 
punish. 

Then comes a paragraph in which the prophet appeals 
to the people to unite in national contrition (vers. 15, 17). 

Now I arrive at the second division, from the 18th verse 
of the second chapter to the end of the book. Here are 
the subdivisions of it. First of all (chap. ii. 18-27), Ke- 
storation of Prosperity, i.e. of material prosperity. Ver. 18 
should read, not, " Then will the Lord be jealous for the 
land," et seq,, as it is in our old Bible, but "Then was the 
Lord," et seq., as you find it in the R.V. : for it is an 
historical statement. ''Then was the Lord jealous for His 
land, and had pity on His people. And the Lord answered 
and said unto His people, Behold, I will send you corn, and 
wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith : and I 
will no more make you a taunt among the nations, but will 
remove the invading army of locusts, and drive them into 
the sea. ... Ye shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
and shall praise the name of the Lord your God, that hath 
dealt wondrously with you : and My people shall never be 
put to shame. And ye shall know that I am in the midst 
of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and there is 
none else : and My people shall never be put to shame." 
Mark the termination of that glowing description of mere 
earthly, bodily plenty and enjoyment. 

The next section (vers. 28-32) relates to the outpouring 
of God's Spirit and the advent of judgment. "And it shall 
come to pass afterward, that I will pour out My Spirit 
upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
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men shall see visions : and also npon the servants and upon 
the handmaids in those days will I pour out My Spirit." 
That was an extraordinary declaration. Hebrew thought 
recognised that no slave could be God's prophet, because 
God's prophet must be absolutely at God's disposal ; and 
therefore that a prophet must be his own owner, a free 
man. The meaning of that declaration is, that God's 
Spirit, the full plenitude and Divine revelation of grace 
and goodness to Israel, shall obliterate all distinctions ; old 
and young, men and women, children, and slaves even, 
bond as well as free, shall be filled with God's Spirit. 
What is the result of that? "And I will show wonders 
in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars 
of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the 
moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord come. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered : 
for in Mount Zion and ' in Jerusalem there shall be those 
that escape, as the Lord hath said, and among the remnant 
those whom the Lord doth call." 

Those phenomena in nature, those portents to presage 
the judgment, may not be at all supernatural. Pillars 
of smoke, great clouds of the black smoke of burning 
cities in the land, darkening the heavens, the sun and 
moon shining blood-red through the panoply of smoke — 
these portents may be merely accompaniments of great 
human convulsions, terrible devastations of invading armies. 
But I rather think Joel means more than that ; viz. that 
nature will be moved to its very centre when God treads 
on it for judgment. 

We come now to the third and last chapter — The Guilt 
of the Heathen (vers. 1-8). Judgment is come. In it 
penitent Israel is safe. But what of the heathen nations ? 
" Behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall 
bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will 
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gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley 
of Jehoshaphat" — ^meaning *' Jehovah- Judge," the valley 
where Jehovah sits as judge. " And if ye recompense Me, 
swiftly and speedily will I return your recompense upon 
your own head." You know how they took the children 
of Israel and sold them into distant slavery, because a slave 
was ever so much more valuable when taken so far away 
from home that escape was out of the question. That is 
the Guilt of the Heathen. 

Now comes the Judgment of the Heathen (vers. 9-17) in 
a very powerful passage. ** Proclaim ye this among the 
nations ; prepare war : stir up the warriors ; let all the 
men of war draw near, let them come up. Beat your 
ploughshares into swords, and your pruning-hooks into 
spears: let the weak say, I am strong. . . . Put ye 
up the sickle, for the harvest is ripe : come, tread ye ; for 
the winepress is full, the fats overflow; for their wicked- 
ness is great." The blood of the grapes gushing out of the 
winepress is the standing image of carnage and the battle- 
field. " Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision ! 
for the day of judgment is near in the valley of decision. 
. . . The heavens and the earth shall shake : but the 
Lord will be ... a stronghold to the children of 
Israel. . . . Then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there 
shall no strangers pass through her any more." 

Then, on to the end of the book, we have a picture of 
the Final Consummation ; God*s kingdom established. His 
people dwelling in peace and happiness, and all His ene- 
mies discomfited. 

There are a number of questions about the prophecy of 
Joel. Some people think that the book is entirely a pro- 
phecy of things future, that from beginning to end it pic- 
tures what is going to happen. But the vivid, impassioned 
feeling with which the prophet describes the devastations of 
the locusts convinces us that he sees it before him ; he lives 
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in it. There is another idea which ruled in the minds of 
king James's translators of the Bible ; and that is, that the 
"whole of this book of Joel runs on one piece, and the second 
half simply states the people's desire that God would speak 
thus comfortably. The objection to that is, that it makes 
the book one of the weakest and most puerile productions. 
No Hebrew prophet, in such majestic language and thought, 
would ascribe to God what he wants Him to say : he knows 
what God has said, and he declares it in God's name. 

Unquestionably the situation pictured in the book is 
this. The land has been scourged with terrible plagues of 
locusts, heat, drought, and famine. Joel thinks that worse 
is coming. Standing there, in the midst of the desolation 
around him, he sees the threatening future, passes on to 
the conception of the last judgment, appeals to his own 
generation to repent, succeeds, and then tells them the 
changed character of God's intentions to them, now con- 
trite and conformable to the Divine will. 

Another group of questions comes up in connexion with 
locusts. Who can read that book, and not feel that the 
prophet is describing real locusts ? But there are a great 
many scholars who cannot be content with that idea. They 
say that these locusts are described as doing things which 
it is utterly beyond the power of locusts to do, just because 
they are described by an inspired poet and orator, whose 
heart and imagination is aroused to preternatural excitement 
by the horror of his time. But, more than that, they say 
these locusts represent the devastations of hostile armies. 
They cannot be symbolical of armies, or else how comes 
it that, in the second chapter, the poetical description of 
locusts chooses the imagery of an invading army, describ- 
ing how they assault the wall, spring upon it, and force 
themselves in anyhow, each marching on his own path? 
If locusts are symbolical of armies, then how ridiculous 
to describe a simile in imagery taken from the original ! 
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Another idea is that the locusts are not natural locusts, 
nor symbols for soldiers of invading armies, but that the 
whole book is an apocalypse, like the Book of the Revela- 
tion in the New Testament, and that " locusts " represent 
some weird imagery grown out of the morbid mind of an 
over-excited seer or prophet. But Joel describes what he 
sees. The locusts are real. Hence that last theory is the 
most impossible of all. 

Let us try to imagine Joel's position, and so travel along 
the train of thought that produced his splendid prophecy of 
the coming judgment. First of all, I am confronted with 
this difficulty, that we who live in this country have no con- 
ception of the horror and magnitude of the calamity involved 
in a locust invasion. 

A cloud appears one morning on the horizon. Men's eyes 
are attracted towards it. All the country around them is 
a smiling paradise of oliveyards, vineyards, corn crops, rich 
gardens ; the pastures filled with sheep and cattle ; men, 
women, and children fat, ruddy, and well-fed. The cloud 
draws nearer. It darkens the very skies, spreading out 
over illimitable space. Presently a terrible yellow glimmer 
begins to radiate through the sunlight. The inhabitants 
have all crowded to the ramparts of the town. They look 
with strained eyes and horror. A whisper begins to go 
round : It is the locusts, the dreaded locusts. The dark 
cloud comes on, like a great army swept on by the wind, 
veering hither and thither as the current changes, not 
guiding itself, but with that horrible suggestion of being 
a weapon held by some mysterious hand, controlled by the 
great power that is behind the elements, the forces, the 
winds, and the power of nature. For this was the most 
terrible thing of all in the locust visitation — the sense that 
they did not choose where they were to go, but were driven 
by the winds, by God. And so, almost more than anything, 
more than an invading army launched against the country 



JOEL. 173 

by the ambition of a Persian monarch, the locusts were felt 
to be God's own army of vengeance. Onward the awful 
horde sweeps, dropping to the ground as it passes on, cover- 
ing everything, gnawing grass, gnawing the bark of the trees, 
sweeping branches bare with tremendous rapidity — a slow, 
unceasing, steady, onward march of that frightful agent of 
utter consumption, of gnawing desolation, right over the 
country. Sometimes, when it is a comparatively small 
horde, it passes over a land, leaving a great riband of deso- 
lation, sharp-cut as our London fogs at the edge where the 
locusts were driven on by the**wind, on either side smiling 
gardens and vineyards. 

An additional horror about locusts was this. Nothing 
could stop them; nothing could destroy them. Ditches 
might be dug and filled with them ; still on they come, on 
they come, out of the hot wilderness of Arabia, swarm after 
swarm. Not merely food in its season, but young corn just 
springing is also destroyed; the seed for next year is de- 
stroyed ; sheep, cattle, horses are deprived of their susten- 
ance and perish of hunger. Into the gardens the invading 
hosts make their way. Everything they eat up, even the 
food stored for the winter. A visitation of locusts is not like 
a blight of fly that comes and destroys part of our flowers, 
or part of our turnip crop, or potatoes. It means famine ; 
gaunt, horrible, cruel famine, gnawing at the very vitals of 
men. It means men and women going about with blue 
lips, holding in their laps their dying children ; the animals 
emaciated, mad with agony, dropping to die everywhere. 
The locusts after a time die too, creating a horrible stench ; 
and that coming upon depreciated health and an emaciated 
population, produces pestilence. A descent of locusts on a 
whole country, repeated month after month, threatens its 
people with actual extermination. 

Who can resist the conviction that Joel stood in a land 
that had been scourged in that fashion ? The very power 
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with which he pictures the horrors of such a situation 
carries conviction. All sounds of revelry, the merry song 
of the drunkards, the laughter, and jests, and huzzas in the 
houses, dead and gone; silence all over the land; at the 
very temple, no longer the smoke of the sacrifice is seea 
curling up to God in heaven — the very breath of com- 
munication between heaven and men stopped; the land 
lying under a religious ban, severed and cut off from God ; 
the necessaries of existence reduced to the last degree of 
attenuation ; actual hunger, deathly starvation, confronting 
men ; beasts, men, women, everywhere perishing for want 
of food, for want of water ; and a horrible heat adding its 
horrors to the hunger and the desolation. 

Bemember the supernatural way in which God makes 
men prophets. It stands true to human experience that 
calamity like that stirs the depths of man's nature. Your 
materialist is shaken out of his materialism. Confronted 
with these uncontrollable, awful powers of nature, wielded 
so strangely — with the horrors, the reproaches, the accusa- 
tions of an evil conscience backing up the dark forebodings 
and dreads, men begin to think of that world that lies 
behind and beneath this outer earth of ours. They recog- 
nise the moral forces — the forces of justice ; the forces of 
goodness ; the forces of evil ; the forces of righteousness, of 
retribution ; the great God over our world controlling it. 
When an awful flood occurs, as when a great reservoir 
bursts, or a mighty river overflows its banks, that is always 
felt to be a visitation of God ; or an earthquake, when the 
solid earth heaves and trembles beneath their feet, then 
men feel that this world is in the hand of Almighty God. 

Joel, to whom God was a reality; Joel, a man whose 
conscience, whose soul, had been rent with pain and 
agony because of the recreant worldliness of Israel, living 
in sensuality and self-indulgence ; — Joel looks on this visi- 
tation, blow after blow struck, and feels in it the hand 
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of God. It is not locusts we have now to do with : it 
is. God Himself. Then there, is this strange instinct in 
human nature. We feel that all God's judgment on eaorth 
grows out of one element, one attribute of the Divine 
character ; it is all of a piece. Every blow struck against 
the world's evil, every disaster launched by the Almighty 
hand against sinful men, is but the first blow of the great 
final judgment. In every great pestilence, in every great 
famine, in ages when the world has been convulsed by 
great wars, men have always been stirred by the tremen- 
dous thought of the last judgment. And so Joel, looking 
out, and seeing still more terrible swarms of locusts coming, 
carrying with them utter, final destruction, has his soul 
stirred vrithin him ; he hears God's voice, hears Jehovah 
marching at the head of the host of retributive ministers, 
and sees at the very threshold of his age the advent of final 
judgnaent. 

And then, like every Hebrew prophet who feels that, 
bad as God's people may be, and utterly foolish, yet for 
an absolute certainty God has lived, wrought, and achieved 
great things among them — who knows that God has given 
them a revelation that might be the world's blessing, that 
God has laid the foundation stones of a heavenly kingdom 
on earth — Joel, with all that faith in his soul, knows the 
judgment must be averted, that God cannot mean the 
annihilation of His people, the thwarting and breaking of 
His own Divine purposes. And so, suddenly, Joel turns 
to the people, terrified by his awful, lurid pictures of 
the coming doom ; and he declares to them, " Yet God is 
ready to forgive." 

Ah ! when judgment is actually begun, He will still 
draw back; He will pardon to the uttermost, if men 
will but repent, and obey Him. It is a striking doctrine, 
that. God repent ! God change ! Is not God eternal, 
sovereign, immutable in His will? Yes, so He is. But 
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the law, as the Bible teaches us, from the first page to the 
last, is that God changes every instrnment towards us, 
as our attitude changes towards Him. Until the mercy 
of Omnipotence is exhausted, God will not suffer any crea- 
ture He made to be lost : nothing but hopeless, persistent, 
irreclaimable impenitence can bring final judgment. 

Another thing about the law of Old Testament prophecy 
is that prophecy is conditional, unless it be expressly stated 
to be absolute. Up to this point Joel has come. Sud- 
denly, when the people repent, he says, "It is all gone." 
There is a fine remark made by Jerome : " It does not 
follow, because a prophet has foretold a calamity, that 
therefore that calamity shall come to pass; for God's 
prophets do not foretell calamity in order that it may come 
to pass, but in order that God may be able to withhold it." 
That is the gospel conception of prophecy. 

The people are penitent. Instantly Joel declares to 
them that God's attitude to them is altered ; and when they 
do repent, the first thing promised them is a superabun- 
dance of earthly and material prosperity. There are men 
who say that this is a degrading thing in Joel's prophecy, 
and they make a similar charge in regard to other parts 
of the Old Testament. Degrading? Not a bit of it. I 
call it a fine thing that those Old Testament prophets 
did believe, with a tremendous conviction, that all earthly 
mercies come from the love of God. This is the doctrine 
we need to have preached if we really desire to have the 
love of God in our religion, in our real life, and not in 
unreal life, i.e. life artificially put on when we get into 
an ecclesiastical building. It would have been a degrading 
thing if Joel had begun with earthly prosperity and ended 
with earthly prosperity. 

But what is the crowning climax and joy in that restored 
prosperity ? It is the proof to Israel that God is with them 
once again. With them again, for what? To pet, and 
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spoil, and pamper them ? No ; to make them able to do 
their duty. That is a grand thing. What does material 
prosperity do to you ? Does it make you selfish, indolent ? 
To Joel and to the penitent people that were at his back, 
that outpouring of prosperity woke them to a sense of 
neglected duty. Ah ! they understood God's design in 
Israel was not merely to have them surfeited with food and 
drink. God has an ethical, a religious purpose in view ; 
for His people shall be made fit to accomplish His Divine 
purpose in the world's history. But Joel and the people 
felt that Israel needed something grander than that peni- 
tence of theirs in order to falfil in this world all that was 
in God's heart. Israel must be transformed, sanctified, 
made perfectly conformable to the heart, and mind, and will 
of God. That, Israel could never do for itself; that must 
come down from heaven; that must be the gift of God. 
And so the prophet passes on to declare how, after Israel 
is restored, God will pour out His Spirit, fill every man 
and woman in the land with His own desires. His own 
impulses. His righteousness, His holiness. His truth, His 
goodness, His longings for the kingdom of heaven on earth. 
The outpouring of the Spirit, what shall follow that? 
Judgment. The outpouring of the Spirit is the precursor of 
judgment. Is that not a startling transition ? Not at all. 
As soon as God's people have been divinely fitted to accom- 
plish their task, as soon as God's servants are prepared 
completely to achieve His kingdom on earth, then the end 
of all things is at hand. The plenitude of the Spirit put 
into the Church means the finale of our world's history. In 
the denouement ^ those who call on the name of Jehovah, and 
those whom Jehovah calls to be His own, pass through it 
unscathed and saved. The terrors, the retributive forces 
of judgment, fall now upon those who have remained per- 
sistently hostile to God and to God's kingdom. 
That last chapter has in it some things that jar upon 
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our Christian instincts. There is a certain vengeful delight 
in the thought of the destruction of Philistia, Phoenicia, 
and those other nations that have so harried Israel in 
the olden time. What of that? Why, that just means 
that the Old Testament has not in it the perfect sweet- 
ness, the fulness of Divine love revealed in Jesus Christ. 
And have we Christians got it ? 

I grant you this : a mechanical, an artificial, dead doc- 
trine of Bible inspiration makes that into a difficulty ; but 
a real, living recognition of the inspiring Spirit of God 
in those old prophets, in those actual messages of theirs, 
involves no difficulty whatever. But to the men who 
raise difficulties of that sort, who bring such reproaches 
against Old Testament prophets, I will make answer thus : 
Never mind the mixture of personal anger in it. Mark 
what Joel believed and comprehended! Mark the gran- 
deur of that belief ! To him this world was not a great 
congress of physical forces, of vegetable life, of animal life, 
where the nations were left to welter in their hostilities 
and ambitions, where every man had nothing higher to do 
than to grasp as much as he could of earth for his own 
selfish advantage. To Joel this world is a great drama ; 
the history of humanity is a tragedy ; this world is ruled 
and controlled by a holy, righteous God ; this world exists 
for the production of ethical, religious, eternal character ; 
this world is being sculptured into a kingdom of holiness, 
righteousness, truth, goodness, and love. I do not care 
how many defects and ignorances there are, I do not care 
how much of weak personal feeling mingles in Joel's de- 
claration of that faith ; but I tell you what it is : All that 
is grand, and great, and heroic, and good in our world 
has grown out of faith in man's soul, often dark and 
obscure and ignorant — faith that this world belongs to God, 
is ruled by God, and shall at last be judged by God. Oh ! 
a faith like that in a real God, a God that cares whether 
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we serve Him, or whether we do not; a God that will 
take the tronble to reckon with us, and with our age, 
and with all the ages, and with this world of ours at last — 
that is a faith that lifts a man above himself, up above 
the world, and that stirs him to chivalrous and glorious 
achievements ; a faith that builds up the great realm of 
ethical glory and grandeur, of religious aspiration, and 
hope, and love ; the finest outcome of our world's struggle, 
and trial, and battle. 

W. G. Elmslie. 



A SURVEY OF THE SYNOPTIC QUESTION. 
II. Points Proved or Probable. 

» 

One respected critic assures us that there is no such thing 
as a " Synoptic theory," only " a Synoptic craze."* Per- 
haps ; but at any rate the epidemic is so widespread that 
those who are bitten by it can keep each other in coun- 
tenance. We saw last month how four (or rather five) 
independent inquirers, approaching the subject under very 
different conditions, all after study more or less close, and 
some after study very close indeed, not only shared the 
belief that there is a Synoptic theory, but agreed in adopting 
what in its main outlines is virtually the same theory. 
They agreed in postulating two fundamental documents 
as the groundwork of the common matter in the three 
Gospels. 

I said however that the theory thus framed fell into 
several distinct parts, and I undertook to attempt to define 
the extent to which each of these parts might be considered 

* Rev. E. S. Ffoulkes, in a collection of foqr sermons, entitled, The Neic 
Criticitm, p. 14. (London, 1890.) 



180 A SURVEY OF THE SYNOPTIC QUESTION. 

to be established. My object is at once to help the forma- 
tion of opinion generally, and in particular to indicate to 
those who are willing to work at the subject the directions 
in which I think that they may do so with most profit. 

Utterances such as that to which I have just referred 
prevent me from speaking quite so objectively as I might 
have been otherwise tempted to do. I cannot lay down 
what is as a matter of fact and by general consent. I can 
only express my own opinion, which must be taken for 
what it is worth. With this reserve I will take separately 
each of the two hypothetical documents in question, and 
will draw out certain propositions in regard to them which 
appear to me to be either proved or probable, or at least 
fit subjects for discussion. 

Beginning then with the first document about which the 
case seems to be clearest. I believe it to be practically 
proved (1) that there is such a fundamental document ; 
(2) that it is represented most nearly by the Gospel which 
bears the name of St. Mark. I believe it to be also highly 
probable and on the verge of proof, (3) that the common 
foundation of the three Gospels was a document strictly 
so called, written and not oral. Lastly, I think that the 
exact relation of this document to our present St. Mark 
must be regarded as still an open question, which has 
made some way towards solution, but is not yet solved. 

On the first three of these propositions I should be glad 
to quote a passage from Mr. Estlin Carpenter. He says : 

" We may assume . . . that the verbal coincidences [between 
the Gospels] are due to one of two causes : cither the Gospel which 
was produced first was employed by the authors of the other two, or 
all three Gospels were based upon some common sources. This latter 
view seems best to meet the conditions of the case. Whether these 
common sources were still unfixed in writing, and were only passed 
from one to another in oral teaching, or whether they had already been 
invested with some primitive literary form, is open to question. It is 
perhaps more important to inquire which of our present Gospels seems 
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to stand nearest to them in order of time. The answer, which is given 
with increasing clearness and decision by scholars approaching the 
problem along very different lines, finds the earliest of our three in 
* the Gospel according to S. Mark.* " * 

For '* nearness in order of time," I should be inclined to 
substitute " nearness in substantial reproduction/' as that 
will complicate the statement less with any questions 
which might arise as to editorial redaction and a possible 
interval between the earliest form of the Gospel and the 
form in which it has come down to us. In other respects 
I should entirely endorse what Mr. Carpenter has said as 
to the '' increasing clearness and decision" with which the 
so called "priority of St. Mark " is being asserted. 

Mr. Carpenter takes the side of caution in allowing for 
the possibiUty that the fundamental tradition embodied in 
our three Gospels was oral and not in writing. He is 
certainly justified in this, so long as writers of the im- 
portance of Dr. Westcott and M. Godet still hold out. 
There is however no doubt that the great preponderance 
of opinion at the present time is in favour of a written 
document ; and it seems to me, I confess, that the case 
has been sufficiently made out. This side of the question 
has been recently reinforced' (1) by the very careful and 
elaborate essay, by Mr. F. H. Woods, on the "Order of 
the Synoptic Narratives " in the second volume of Studia 
Biblica;^ and (2) by an able argument, not exactly directed 
to this point, but really applicable to it, by Dr. Paul Ewald. 
If the common tradition incorporated in the first three 
Gospels was transmitted orally the whole of the way until 
it took the shape in which we now have it, then it follows 

* The Synoptic Gospels, p. 261 f. 

' I leave this as it was writteD, though I fear that it does not do justice to 
an admirahle piece of work, which should have had a more conspicuous place 
in these papers. It has been less present to my own mind, chiefly because the 
point with which it deals is one as to which I have long been convinced. But 
apon that point I believe that it will retain a permanent and even classical 
value. 
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that that tradition must have been peculiarly stereotyped 
in form. The followers of Gieseler have always held that 
it was so stereotyped. They go on the assumption that 
in the mother Church at Jerusalem a process went on 
similar to that which Mr. "Wright describes in regard to 
the catechists/ though perhaps somewhat less attached to 
particular names. The degree of fixity in the tradition 
thus moulded must have been very considerable to account 
for the close resemblance which the Gospels present in 
regard at. once to the incidents selected for narration, to 
the order of the narratives, and to the language in which 
the stories are told. Now admitting that this degree of 
fixity was possible ; admitting that, although contrary to 
modem experience, it might yet be accounted for by the 
peculiar habits of the Jews and the comparative centra- 
lization of the primitive Church — it still remains to ask 
whether we have any evidence that the tradition handed 
down by the apostles at Jerusalem was actually of this 
nature. 

A doubt on this head may be raised by the actual pheno- 
mena of our present Gospels. True, the groundwork of 
the tradition is remarkably fixed ; but when we come to 
look at it, we see, alongside with this fixed groundwork, 
a quantity of other matter by no means so determinate. 
Each of the three Gospels, especially the first and third, 
contains over and above the common tradition a number 
of other incidents, a number of other sayings and dis- 
courses, which are not found in the rest. Whence did 
these pecuhar sections come ? Did not they too circulate 
in the Church at Jerusalem ? If they did, as some of them 
we cannot help thinking must have done, then the tradition 
of the mother Church must have been less stereotyped 
than we suppose. The common groundwork of our three 
Gospels is not an adequate representation of it. 

* See the passage quoted in the last number of The Expositor, pp. 83, Si. 
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Here is the point at which Professor Ewald comes in 
with an argument which, I confess, appears to me to be of 
great force. He is not content with the common isolation 
of the Synoptic Gospels, and he boldly extends his appeal 
to the fourth Gospel. Where, he asks, was the special type 
of tradition which stands out so distinctly there ? Those 
of us who believe in the genuineness of that Gospel would 
find it hard to answer him without admitting that the 
so called " triple tradition "is far from containing all that 
the original apostolic tradition contained. 

But Dr. Ewald very rightly does not merely go upon the 
ground of an assumption. He asserts indeed emphatically 
the genuineness of the fourth Gospel, but at the same 
time he marshals the evidence which goes to show that, 
whether it be genuine or' not, a tradition like that which 
it contains was actually current in apostolic times and 
among the apostolic circle. The Synoptics themselves, he 
shows, in many respects imply what is not told by them- 
selves, but by St. John. The other New Testament litera- 
ture implies it. Even in the Epistle of St. James, for 
instance, Dr. Ewald finds Johannean reminiscences, not 
tracing them to the Gospel, but to the discourses recorded 
in the Gospel. Thus St. James i. 18 : " Of His own will 
He begat us (brought us to birth) with the word of truth." 
Dr. Ewald refers to the discourse' with Nicodemus (St. 
John iii. 3). We might compare also the comment of the 
evangelist in St. John i. 13 : " Which were bom, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God." The combination of these two ideas, the 
Divine will and the process of spiritual generation, is hardly 
an obvious one. Parallels should be sought for outside the 
New Testament to determine how far the idea was current. 
Then again, " The truth shall set you free " (St. John viii. 
32) is compared with "the perfect law of liberty "• (St. 
James i. 25) ; " shall save a soul from death " (St. James v. 
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20), with " is passed from death unto life " (St. John v. 24). 
No one would say that the link of connexion between these 
passages is undeniable. We must not speak hastily xmtil 
the apocryphal literature has been more fully examined ; 
but there is enough to make us pause and consider, espe- 
cially when we remember how deeply figurative all this 
language is and how the figures have to be coined. 

But if there are these coincidences — or what seem such — 
with a writer so unpromising as St. James, it is easier to 
find them with St. Peter and St. Paul. I must not delay 
over this part of the argument, but simply refer the reader 
to Dr. Ewald's "First Excursus." Let it be borne in 
mind that there are three possible hypotheses : the hypo- 
thesis of accidental coincidence of idea ; the hypothesis of 
direct literary influence by the earliest writer (whichever 
he was) upon the later ; and the hypothesis of a common 
source, which it is most natural to seek in the words of 
Christ. Our duty is to accept whichever of these hypo- 
theses fits the facts best. That however is a point which 
will not be reached for some time to come. 

From the New Testament Dr. Ewald passes to the extra- 
canonical literature. Now here I think that he has a 
clearer case. It is admitted on all hands that there are 
Johannean touches and turns of phrase in the sub-apostolic 
writers, Clement, Barnabas, Ignatius, and in the Diduche. 
It has been sometimes contended that these coincidences 
proved the use of the Gospel. That, I think, is rightly 
denied. They do not prove the use of the Gospel; but they 
do prove that there was floating about the Christian 
Churches a Johannean cycle of tradition as well as a 
Synoptic cycle. I will take an example which is not treated 
in detail by Dr. Ewald, but with which I have been much 
impressed since its first discovery. I refer to the Didache. 
The eucharistic prayer in chaps, ix., x. is evidently some- 
thing more than the composition of an individual : it 
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represents thoughts and expressions which must have had 
a certain amount of general currency. But read the 
following : ^ 



DiDACHE, chaps, ix., x. 

We gi\re thanks to Thee, our 
Father, for the holy vine of David, 
Thy servant,* which Thou hast made 
known (eyvoDpuras)^ to us through 
Jesus Thy servant. 

As this broken bread (Kkda^a) was 
scattered (difo-KopTrio-fUvov)^ upon the 
mountains, and gathered together 
became one, so let Thy Church be 
gathered together from the ends of 
the earth into Thy kingdom. 

. « . . • 

We thank Thee, holy Father,^ for 
.Thy holy name which Thou hast 
caused to dwell (tabernacle) in our 
hearts • {Evxapitrrovfuv troi, Hartp ayte, 
vircp Tov ayiov ovofuiTos <rov ov KarifT' 
Kfipaxras iv rais Kopdiais fifjiS>y [edd., 
vfjitov. Cod.]), and for the knowledge 
and faith and immortality' which 
Thou hast made known to us through 
Jesus Thy Servant : to Thee be the 
glory for ever. 

. . • • • 

To us Thou didst freely give 
spiritual food and drink and eternal 
life « through Thy Servant. 

..... 

Bemember, Lord, Thy Church, 
to deliver her from all evil,^ and to 
perfect her in Thy love * (tov pvaaa-dai 
avrfiv drrb Troyror irovrjpoVf kcIx rrXcic^a'ac 
avrriv iv rrj dydrrrj <rov). 



• Cf. St. John XV. 1 f. The 
reference to Christ rather than the 
Church is made highly probable by 
the parallel in Clement of Alexan- 
dria, Quis div, salv. 29 : odros o rbv 
olvoVf t6 alfM Ti)s dfiiriXov rijs AapiS, 
iKx^at iifjuy. [I owe to friends, (i.) 
a reference to Delitzseh, Iris, p. 185 
Eng. trans., where the Targum on 
Ps. Ixxx. 15, 16 is quoted as proving 
that Vine » Messiah; (ii.) the sug- 
gestion that here, as in St. John 
XV., the ideas of the Church and 
its Head are closely connected.] 

»> Cf. St. John XV. 15, xvii. 26, 
though it is rather too much to say 
with Harnack, *'Dies feierliche 
ytnapl^^eiv ist nur Johanneisch." 

« Cf. St. John xi. 52 : tva Kal rb. 
rlKva TOV 9eoO tA dieaKopirurfiiyoL 
ffvyaydyri els ^v. 

d Only in St. John xvii. 11. 

® Cf. esp. St. John xvii. 11, 12 
(in the corrected text) : Tiirep &716, 
TT^prfffov avToi/s iv Tip dvdfJMTl ffou, & 
d45<aKdi fioii K.T.X, KaTaffKrjySia is 
also a Johannean word. 

' This conjunction of •* know- 
ledge, faith, and immortality" is 
noted as Johannean (cf. St. John 
vi. 69, 70; x. 12, 38, etc.), the only 
difference being that Si John's 
phrase is not dBavcurla^ but ^w^ 
olIwvios, 

K WCV/JULTLKTJP TpO<f>TJV Kal TTOTOV is 

perhaps more Pauline than Johan- 
nean; but i^ta^v aluviov carries us 
back on to Johannean ground, and 
the thought is just that of St. John 
vi. 27, 32-35, 47-58. 

^ Cf. St. John xvii. 15. 

i Cf. 1 John ii. 5 ; iv. 12, 18. 



' I check my own impressions by the use of Harnack, Texte und Untersuch. 
ii. 79 ff., and Wohlenberg, Die Lehre der ;:wdlf Apostel in ihrem VerhnitnUs 
zum 7Uute$tl, Schrifttum, p. 56 ff. 
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This last phrase {TeXeiwaat iv dyaTnj) is especially re- 
markable, and it seems to me, taken with what has gone 
before, convincingly to prove the acquaintance of the 
author of the BidacM with that branch of the evangelical 
tradition which is preserved most distinctly in St. John. 
But what holds good for the Didache holds good also in 
greater or less degree for all the apostolic Fathers; one 
might almost say, for all the extant Christian literature 
outside the New Testament up to and including Justin. 

To maintain this however is little more than an outwork 
of Dr. Ewald's position. Behind this he has a second line 
more formidable still. I wrote myself ^ some little time ago 
as follows : 

"The advocates of oral tradition invariably and naturally look to 
Jerusalem as the home of that tradition. Is it not then strange that it 
should say so little about the work of our Lord at Jerusalem ? Here 
is a tradition -which is supposed to have been formed and circulated 
for some forty years at Jerusalem, and yet its contents are almost 
entirely taken up, not with those visits to Jerusalem of which St. John 
has so much to say, but with the ministry in Galilee. Are these two 
things easily reconciled ? It does not seem so." 

Of an argument like this Dr. Ewald makes most effective 
use. Once more he does not assume what an opponent 
cannot be expected to grant. He takes his stand, not upon 
the genuineness of the fourth Gospel, but upon general 
historical probability. The more reasonable of those who 
refuse to identify the author of the Gospel with St, John 
still allow that he was right in laying so much of the scene 
of our Lord's ministry in Judaea and Jerusalem. If it was 
true that a prophet could not " perish out of Jerusalem " 
(St. Luke xiii. 33) ; if it was true that Jerusalem was the 
true home of the prophets, which made it all the more 
remarkable that the Messiah was without honour there 
(St. John iv. 44) ; if the lament over Jerusalem speaks of the 

' In a popular introduction not yet published. 
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many times when He would have gathered His little ones 
together there, — then we may be sure that those opportu- 
nities really were given, that the last passover was not 
the only feast which saw the presence of Jesus in its 
streets, that the household at Bethany was not the only 
one that had listened to and accepted His teaching, that 
there was more than one ** upper room " in the city itself 
in which He would have been welcome. 

But once assume this — assume that there was a Judsean 
ministry as well as a Galilsean, and we have to find an 
explanation for the fact that .the Synoptic Gospels record 
only the latter. How can we explain it if the tradition 
which they record grew up in the heart of the city which 
it so strangely neglected ? How can we explain it if St. 
John was one of those who helped to form the tradition ? 

The truth is, that we must give up the idea that the 
Synoptic Gospels represent a central tradition at all. There 
is, as Dr. Ewald says, something one-sided about them; 
and thus the problem is. How did that one-sidedness get 
there? A satisfactory answer cannot be given so long as 
they are regsurded as a product of the Church working 
collectively. The stamp which they bear is not collective, 
but individual; the tradition which they represent is not 
central, but sectional. The solution is indeed not far to 
seek. We are brought back once more to the express state- 
ment of Papias. Notes by St. Majrk of the preaching of St. 
Peter give us the essentials of what we want. What the 
whole Church could not omit, what the whole body of the 
apostles could not omit, that a single apostle — not sitting 
down deliberately to write history, but merely from time 
to time choosing his subjects for edification — might very 
well fail to mention. 

We have seen that the theory which bases our present 
Gospels directly upon oral tradition is bound up with the 
hypothesis that that tradition was formed in the bosom of 
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the apostolic college at Jerusalem.* A blow therefore that 
is struck at that hypothesis tells also against the theory 
which it supports ; and coming as it does on the top of so 
many other serious difficulties in the oral theory, it may, 
I think, be taken as practically disposing of it. We do 
not exclude oral tradition by any means ; it is quite pos- 
sible that some sections in our present Gospels may be due 
to it : but to take it as the main factor in accounting for 
the phenomena of the Gospels as we have them seems to 
me untenable. If we wish to look for a specimen of the 
working of oral tradition — not in the first or apostolic 
generation, but at a later date, in the period which is called 
sub-apostolic — we may see it in the various readings of a 
group of very early authorities, at the head of which is that 
notoriously eccentric MS. Codex BezaB (D).^ 

For those of us who are constrained to seek for the 
foundation of our Gospels in a written document, two ques- 
tions will remain in regard to that document: (1) What 
was its extent ? (2) What was its composition ? 

We have already seen that the fundamental document 
approached most nearly in its character to our present 
St. Mark. The question therefore as to its extent is really 
a question as to its relation to our St. Mark. Was it 
identical with it? Was it co-extensive with it? If not 
co-extensive, was it longer or shorter? 

The view that there was an original Gospel like our 
St. Mark, but not exactly to be identified with it, is one 
of those niceties of criticism which cannot be expected to 
commend themselves at once to the lay mind. It is based 
on the fact, that although, when our St. Mark is compared 
with the other two Synoptics, in by far the majority of 
cases it presents a form of the narrative which approves 
itself as older or more original, there still remains a minor- 

^ For other possible explanations of these readings see the fourth paper in 
this series. 
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ity of instances where this is not the case, and where the 

preference has rather to be given to one or both of the 

other Gospels. One of the criteria by which we establish 

the priority of St. Mark is its constant agreement with one 

of the companion Gospels against the other. This applies 

both to the order of the narratives and to the language in 

which they are told. So far as the order is concerned, I 

believe that there is no true exception. There are a few 

cases where all three Gospels diverge from each other : but, 

as a rule, if St. Matthew deserts St. Mark, St. Luke agrees 

with him ; and if St. Luke deserts St. Mark, St. Matthew 

agrees with him. There is no case in which the order of 

a section common to all three is supported by St. Matthew 

and St. Luke against St. Mark. On the whole, what is 

true of the order of the narratives is true also of their 

language. Here too St. Mark is the meeting-ground. If 

we take the sections common to the three evangelists, there 

is a vast number of expressions in which St. Mark coincides 

with one or other of his fellows against the third. Bather 

more often he coincides with St. Matthew against St. 

Luke ; but the instances are also very numerous in which 

he coincides with St. Luke against St. Matthew. On the 

strength of this phenomenon, we say that he is prior to 

both. 

But here the facts are not quite so uniform as they are 
in regard to the order. The rule is certainly a rule which 
has the immense preponderance of instances in its favour 
throughout the Gospel. Still it is not without exceptions. 
Let us take one of the first sections we come to, the two 
verses which are all St. Mark gives to the temptation. I 
place the three columns side by side, representing the points 
common to St. Mark with St. Matthew against St. Luke 
and with St. Luke against St. Matthew by italics, and those 
common to St. Matthew and St. Luke against St. Mark by 
small capitals. 



190 A SURVEY OF THE SYNOPTIC QUESTION, 



St. Matthew ir. 1, 2. 

" Then was Jesus 
LED up of the Spirit 
into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the 
DEVIL. And when He 
had fasted forty dajsi 
and forty nights, Hk 
afterward nrxf»EHEi>/' 



St. Mark i. 12, 13. 

"And straightway 
the Spirit driveth 
Him forth into the 
wilderness. And He 
was in tlie wilder- 
ness forty days, being 
tempted of Satan ; 
and He was with the 
wild beasts; and the 
angels ministered 
unto Him.*' 



St. Luke iv. 1, 2, 

" And Jesus, full of 
the Holy Spirit, re- 
turned from the Jor- 
dan, and was led br 
the Spirit in the wil- 
derness during forty 
days, being tempted 
of the devil. And 
He did eat nothing in 
those days : and when 
they were completed. 
He hungered." 



There are some noticeable things in this passage, though 
it does not quite fairly represent the relation ordinarily sub- 
sisting between the three Gospels ; the amount of variation 
is rather greater than usual. Yet even here there are small 
points which are significant. It will be observed that St. 
Mark has the double expression, "into the wilderness," 
and "in the wilderness." St. Matthew has the one, St. 
Luke has the other. Again, both St. Mark and St. Luke 
have the expression " being tempted,*' implying that the 
temptation was spread over the days. These are the kind 
of coincidences — though not nearly so strong or so nume- 
rous as in many other sections — which suggest the use of 
a written document ; and that document would be in these 
respects most nearly represented by St. Mark. 

But then there is another group of expressions — not to 
lay stress upon the common root in " led," which may not 
however be accidental — "Jesus," "the devil," "He hun- 
gered," in which St. Matthew tod St. Luke combine their 
forces against St. Mark : so that by the same criterion by 
which in a multitude of other instances we infer the priority 
of St. Mark, we should infer here his posteriority ; we 
should infer that there was a common original which the 
other two Gospels represented better than he did. I have 
said that there are peculiarities in this section : it is not 
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one that I should choose on which to construct a theory 
of the mutual relations of the Gospels, and I cannot stay 
to discuss its bearing upon the whole question of those 
relations. I merely quote it as an example of this double 
phenomenon which we find in St. Mark, indications— jprima 
faxiie indications, if you will, but a closer examination I 
believe will support them — of priority and posteriority side 
by side. 

It is this double aspect of the Gospel which has led many 
critics to think that, although our Gospel is very like the 
original document, it is still not identical with it ; that 
behind our St. Mark there was an original or proto-Mark 
slightly different from it. There are obvious difficulties and 
improbabilities in this view. Foremost among them is the 
question, how it can have entered into the head of any one 
to alter a document which lay before him just in these 
small respects and no more. 

The student of the Synoptics is brought here face to face 
with a real problem; and he will do well to set steadily 
before him all the possible hypotheses he can think of for 
its solution. One hypothesis, which I am myself much 
inclined to keep in sight, though I should not venture to 
say that it was adequate to explain the facts, is, that these 
facts were not so much editorial as textual, that they did 
not mark any deliberate recension of the Gospel, but were 
only incidental to the process of copying. This I think we 
can prove, that, as we approach nearer to the autographs, 
the freedom of the copyists increases. In the first two or 
three copies, especially of the Gospel of St. Luke, it must 
have been very considerable indeed. Here we have a vei-a 
causa, which may be introduced if we want it. I hope 
some day to test more exactly how far it will carry us, but 
I doubt if it will carry us far enough. 

Another expedient which has found increasing favour 
during the last ten years has for its chief recommendation 
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that it enables ns to dispense with the assumption of an 
older form of the Gospel altogether. This expedient con- 
sists in the supposition^ which is simple enough in itself, 
that the latest of the three Synoptists had seen, not only 
one, but both his predecessors. This position was stoutly 
maintained in a tract by Simons, Hat der dritte Evangelist 
den kanoniscJien Mattluius henutzt? (Bonn, 1880.) This 
tract has been for some time out of print, and I have not 
succeeded in obtaining access to a copy. Simons has 
succeeded in making a number of converts, including 
Holtzmann — who had been one of the chief advocates of 
an Ur-Marcus or proto-Mark — Wendt, and now Dr. Paul 
Ewald. Those who take this view have to explain how 
it is that St. Luke, if he was acquainted with our St. 
Matthew, nevertheless diverges from him so considerably. 
They do so by supposing that the use which he made of 
our first Gospel was very subsidiary, that he probably had 
not a copy before him when he wrote, and that the 
influence was only through the memory. No doubt this 
hypothesis would greatly simplify matters if it could be 
adopted. I cannot claim to have tested it in close detail, 
and yet I question whether it will account satisfactorily for 
the facts. The secondary features in St. Mark are one of 
the problems connected with the Synoptic Gospels which 
have not yet received, and most urgently need, a definitive 
solution. 

Though Dr. P. Ewald accepts a theory which exempts 
him from the necessity of supposing an Ur-Marctcs, or older 
form of the present Gospel, he yet does suppose such an 
older form, and that under rather peculiar conditions. His 
Ur-Marcus is simply our present Gospel, with three 
omissions : St. Mark i. 1-3, vii. 24 to viii. 26, and xvi. 9-20. 
For the last omission he has of course some textual 
authority. And one of his points is that the first omission 
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conforms to it : a Gospel without an end, he thinks, should 
be also a Gospel without a beginning. There might be 
something tempting in this, we might think that we were 
getting back to the original "notes without order" of 
Papias, if it were not that between those two points the 
order that exists is so good. I must not stay to argue the 
point. I can only say that the grounds alleged for these 
omissions do not seem to me to be convincing. 

A question akin to this of the Ur-Marcus is that as to the 
composition of our second Gospel. Was any other source 
made use of in it besides the " Notes of the Preaching of 
St. Peter"? This is another important question about 
which critics are still divided. The leading supporters of 
the Two-Document Hypothesis take opposite sides here. 
Holtzmann says. No; the second evangelist derived his 
material entirely from St. Peter, unless it were a little 
which he got from tradition or from his own personal 
knowledge, such as the incident of the young man who fled 
at the arrest of Jesus. On this side, I believe, is to be 
ranked Dr. P. Ewald. Dr. Bemhard Weiss answers on 
the contrary. Yes; our second evangelist had the same 
two main documents as the rest. He also had access, not 
only to the "Notes of St. Peter's Preaching," but also to 
the Logia collected by St. Matthew. It will be observed 
that here we have another way of getting out of the 
difl&culty caused by the secondary features in St. Mark. 
For the preaching of St. Peter he is himself the primary 
authority ; but the Logia he did not reproduce so fully or 
so carefully as his colleagues. Hence there are not a few 
places where they must take precedence of him. I gather 
that Dr. Eesch takes this view, and indeed goes beyond 
Dr. Weiss in the extent to which he believes that the 
Logia were used ; ^ but he has not yet expressed himself 

* Agraphay p. 28. 
VOL. III. 1 3 
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fully on the subject. The theory at first sight seems a 
complicated and cmnbrons one. It implies that the first 
and third evangelists used the same document, the Logia, 
twice over, once separately in its original form, and once 
as already (partially) incorporated in our St. Mark. And 
yet complex phenomena require a complex hypothesis to 
account for them. There is very much fche same kind of 
objection to the theory of Holtzmann and his allies, who 
hold that the third evangelist used at once our first Gospel, 
as we have it, and the two separate documents out of 
which the larger part of it is constructed. In both cases 
the objection is real, but in neither is it fatal. 

In investigating this question, an important factor is 
supplied by the "doublets," or apparently repeated sections, 
which occur in the Gospels, the presumption being that 
when the same event or saying is recorded twice over it is 
taken in each case from a different source. It is a merit 
of Mr. Badham's little book, The Formation of the Gospels 
(London, 1891), to have seized hold of this point. It 
seems to me however, that the passages which can be 
regarded as doublets will need more rigorously sifting, and 
also that it is too paxadoxical to ascribe to the preaching 
of St. Peter just that part of the Synoptic tradition with 
which St. Mark is not associated. 

W. Sanday. 
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GRAVE BE VERSES A DECISIVE TEST OF 

CHARACTER. 

" Let the brother who is of low degree rejoice in that he is lifted up ; but the 
rich, in that he is brought low." — James i. 9, 10. 

Simple as these words sound, the wise have found them 
very difficult. And, indeed, most of us shrink from taking 
them in their plain, natural sense. Taken simply as they 
stand, they seem to teach that the poor man is to he very 
glad when he gets rich — not a very difficult duty perhaps ; 
and that the rich man is to be very glad when he becomes 
poor — a duty so difficult that no man can be sure that 
he would be equal to it. Even the commentators hesitate 
to demand so high a strain of virtue ; which, surely, is very 
disinterested of the commentators, since, as they are mostly 
poor men, one should have thought that they at least would 
have found this meaning to their mind, and would have 
been quite content to see rich men grow poor that poor 
men might grow rich. 

But not the commentators alone, hardly any man 
ventures to take St. James as really meaning what he 
seems to mean ; viz. that the poor good man is to rejoice 
when he is lifted into wealth, and that the rich good man 
is to rejoice when he is pulled down into poverty. Most 
of us take him to mean that the exaltation in which the 
poor brother is to rejoice is a spiritual exaltation ; that 
he is to be glad because, though poor and low in this 
world's esteem, he stands high among the saints and is 
rich toward God. In like manner we assume that the 
abasement in which the rich brother should rejoice is a 
spiritual abasement ; he is to be glad that, despite his 
opulence, he is of a lowly and contrite heart.. All which 
may be very true in itself, but is not the truth taught here. 
For observe what we must do to force this meaning on 
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St. James's words. We must take one half of each of hig 
phrases in its natural, and the other half in a non-natural 
sense; one half literally, and the other half figuratively. 
When he says " brother of low degree,*' we must under- 
stand him to mean a poor man of no sociftl mark, not a 
brother very deficient in the graces of the Spirit ; but when 
he speaks of this poor brother as being ** lifted up," we 
are not to understand him as meaning that the poor man 
is lifted out of his poverty, but that he Is raised to a 
heavenly wealth. So, again, when he says, '* rich brother," 
we are to take him as indicating a man opulent in this 
world's goods ; but so soon as he speaks of the rich man's 
being brought low, we are to understand, not that the rich 
man is brought down to penury, but that his heart is 
humbled, his spirit abased. 

Now to read the Bible in this double sense, to take one 
part of the same sentence in one way and another part 
in a different way, is to make it mean anything — i,e. 
nothing. It is to put our meanings into it, and to deny 
that it has any meaning of its own. If we read it thus, 
we can never be sure that we have " the mind of the 
Spirit"; we shall make every Scripture "of a private 
interpretation," and open the door for as many interpre- 
tations as there are interpreters. We can only read the 
Bible to profit as we seek ^rs^ the plain, obvious meaning 
of its words, and follow that, however sharply it may cut 
our prejudices against the grain. > 

Bead fairly and simply, the words of St. James cannot 
fail to carry this plain sense to our minds : that the 
Christian brother who is poor in this world's goods is to 
be glad when he gets rich in this world's goods ; and that 
the Christian brother who is rich in these goods is to be 
glad when God takes them away from him, since God 
will only take them away when it is for his good. And if 
we sincerely believed, as we profess to believe, spiritual 
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good to be better than temporal good, and spiritual wealth 
to be far more precious than temporal wealth, I am per- 
suaded that we should never think of taking these words 
in any other sense. 

For St, James is the plainest, the mos^t prosaic, the least 
' subtle and mystical, of the New Testament writers. He 
uses words in the simplest sense, and shapes them into 
the most pithy, downright sentences. He means what he 
says, and says what he means, beyond almost any other 
writer. He is the Cobbett, or the Defoe, of the New Testa- 
ment company. You need never misunderstand him. It 
is almost impossible to misunderstand him except by 
thrusting meanings into his words which never entered into 
his mind. And therefore, even if these verses stood alone, 
we might be quite sure that he meant just what we should 
mean if in our common talk we said, ** A poor man is to 
be glad when he gets rich; and a rich man, when his 
riches use their wings and fly away.'' 

But the verses do not stand alone. They are intimately 
connected both with the verses which go before and the 
verses which follow them. Directly he has uttered his 
opening salutation, the Apostle strikes his key-note. In 
the Salutation he had wished the Christians of the Hebrew 
Dispersion joy — " Joy to you." But what a wish was that 
for men whom their heathen neighbours hated because they 
were Jews, and their Jewish neighbours hated because they 
were Christians ! How could men so miserable hope for 
joy ? St. James teaches them' : ** Count it all joy, pure 
joy, nothing but joy, when ye fall into divers tribulations ; 
and then surely you, whose whole life is a bitter trial, will 
never be at a loss for joy.** But what was this strange 
art of extracting joy from sorrow, honour from shame, gain 
from loss? St. James teaches them this also. Trials 
beget that patient and constant temper of the faithful soul 
which makes a man sound, mature, complete in character, 
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so that he lacks nothing. If, then, they made perfection 
of Christian character their first aim, preferring it before 
all happy outward conditions, they would rejoice in any 
condition, and in any change of condition, which put their 
character to the test and helped to make it perfect. Con- 
stancy in trial makes a man perfect, as in other ways, so 
also in this : it fosters a single mind in him ; it compels 
him to subordinate the lower cravings to the higher aspira- 
tions of the soul; it frees him from the distractions of a 
divided will, from that two-mindedness which cripples his 
energies and mars his service. Once possessed of the firm, 
constant temper which is bred by trials well endured, he 
is no longer a man of two minds, unstable in all his ways, 
and therefore excelling in none. But if trials have this 
happy effect on character, may he not well count it all joy 
when he falls into them ? May he not well rejoice even in 
the largest and most trying reverses of fortune ? If he be 
a rich man, and is suddenly brought down to poverty, there 
is in this reverse a searching and decisive test of character. 
Let him be patient now, amid his broken schemes and 
defeated hopes ; let him sincerely rejoice in any change of 
condition which proves and fortifies his character : and is 
he not obviously the better for his trial, advancing even 
toward that perfection in which he will lack nothing ? If, 
on the other hand, he be a poor man, and suddenly grow 
rich, there is in his reverse of fortune a trial equally 
searching, and perhaps more searching. And if, when this 
penetrating test is applied, he retain a constant loyalty to 
Christ, if he remain sober, modest, kindly, devout, will not 
this trial have helped to make him perfect ? Should not 
we ourselves trust and honour each of these men, after 
he had borne his trial well, more than before the trial fell 
upon him ? 

Holding perfection of character to be the highest good, 
St. James could honestly bid men rejoice in whatever 
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change, or reverse, tested and matured their character ; he 
could honestly pronounce those " blessed " who endured 
temptation, and rose, through many trials, to the crown 
of life. 

So that these verses, taken quite simply and literally, fall 
in with the whole scope of the Apostle's argument. With 
that argument in view it becomes impossible to take them 
in any other than this plain sense. The poor man is to 
be glad when he is tried by riches, remembering, however, 
that for him they are a trial ; and the rich man is to be 
glad when he is tried by poverty, and to take comfort in 
the conviction that it is a trial, and a trial by which God 
is seeking to make a man of him, a man rounded and 
complete in character, lacking nothing that he ought to 
have. 

The ruling thought of these verses is, then, that great 
reverses of fortune are a test of Christian character, and 
a means of Christian perfection ; and that we ought not 
simply to bear them patiently, but to rejoice in them be- 
cause they so test our character as to mature and perfect 
it. Does not the world itself admire such an one as 
Hamlet describes in Horatio ? 

"Thou hasfc l)ecu 
As one, lu suffering all, that suffers nothing ; 
A man that fortune's buffets and rewards 
Hast ta'en with equal thauks : and blest are those 
Whose blood and judgment are so well commingled 
That they are not a pipe for fortune's finger 
To sound what stop she please." 

And if Shakespeare, with the world's full assent, might 
pronounce such a man " blest,'* why should not St. James? 
why should not we ? 

Yet no one will deny that the reverses by which such a 
character is formed are very searching and stringent trials, 
very hard to meet in a manly, still harder to meet in a 
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Christian, spirit. "When you see a poor good man suddenly 
made rich, are you not a little afraid for him, though, 
perhaps, in the same circumstances, you would have no 
fear for yourself? Do you not fear that he may lose in 
humility, in sobriety, in spirituality; that he will mind 
earthly things now that he has so much to mind ; that 
he will indulge and pamper his senses with unaccustomed 
luxuries ; that his devotiou to Christ and the Church of 
Christ may grow weaker now that he is bound to the 
world by so many pleasant ties ? Are not these your fears ? 
and have you not grave reason for them in history and 
experience? On the other hand, when you see a "rich 
brother," who has been successful in business, and for 
many years has lived in luxury and ease, suddenly reduced 
to comparative penury, or even to absolute want : if he 
has to " begin life again " when the strength and sanguine 
hopefulness of youth are past, do you not fear for him? 
Do you not fear that his piety may prove to have been 
a mere adjunct of his prosperity; that his patience may 
fail him ; that he may grow sour, irritable, suspicious ; that 
he may fail to get any good from the evil which has be- 
fallen him ; that he may confound misfortune with disgrace, 
lose his self-respect, and conclude that he has forfeited 
the respect of men because it has pleased God to bring 
him low? 

The shoe does not always pinch where our neighbours 
think it does. The most searching test in these great 
reverses is often, not in their direct, but in their indirect, 
consequences. A man, without being a hero, may have so 
much of goodness and of good sense as that a sudden access 
of fortune would make little difference to him, none in him, 
if he stood alone in the world : and yet it may pierce and 
try him to the heart because others share it with him. He 
may have a vulgar wife, fond of show, or children who will 
give themselves airs, or friends who flatter or fawn upon 
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him, or servants whose solemn, formal deference gives him 
a sense of importance ; and by all these indirect influences 
his own standard of thought and duty may be insensibly 
changed and lowered. And the other man, the rich man 
who has been smitten with poverty, may be affected in a 
similar manner. To a sensible good man outward changes 
are of little moment save as they affect character and use- 
fulness. How many a good fellow have we all known to 
whom the hard work and comparative penury of a reduced 
income has been a positive relief, and who would have 
snapped his fingers at *' Fortune and her wheel " had he 
had no one to care for but himself, or had those for whom 
he was bound to care been likeminded with himself! But 
if he has a wife who frets or storms, or children who sulk 
and wrangle ; if those immediately dependent on him are 
too "stuck up" to work for their bread, and yet cannot 
eat their bread without a good deal of the best butter, — then 
his trial may become very penetrating and severe. Our 
worst troubles, our sharpest griefs, are not always where 
men place them. Many a man would be modest in good for- 
tune or cheerful under ill fortune, if those who stand nearest 
to him were of as Christian a heart as he. But when those 
*to whom we look for example or sympathy or co-operation 
fail us ; if parents give us only blame when we need their 
pity, or children who ought to be a help become a burden, 
then we are poor and tried indeed. 

Are we to rejoice in such trials as these ? Yes, even in 
these ; for these, too, test our character and may help to 
make us perfect. St. James, indeed, speaks only of poverty 
and riches ; but of course he includes under these terms 
whatever other changes or reverses they involve. And if 
a man find his kind, pleasant wife changed into a " fine 
lady *' by prosperity, or into a shrew by adversity ; if a 
woman find her once kind and manly husband turned into 
a fretful poltroon by misfortune, or into a lazy sensualist 



202 GRAVE REVERSES 



by wealth, these sorrowful changes are part of the reverses 
which have come upon them ; they are among the con- 
sequences of having been " lifted up " or " brought low " ; 
and in these also the Apostle bids us rejoice. 

Now is it possible that any man should be honestly glad 
to find himself penniless, for example, with a wife and 
children about him whose prospects have been blighted, 
and whose tempers have been soured? Let us put the 
question in that plain, practical way ; for when the Lord 
Jesus bids us rejoice and be exceeding glad in the day of 
tribulation, or His "brother" James bids us count it pure 
joy when we fall into divers trials, there is a stately roll 
about the words, and so many sacred associations cluster 
round them, that they sound remote from the real, pressing 
experiences of our daily life ; and it is here, in our daily life, 
that we want to know our duty and get help to do it. 

Well, conceive as miserable a case as you can. Suppose 
a man reduced at a blow from affluence to want when his 
best days are past. Plague him with a scolding wife, lazy, 
ne'er-do-well sons, ailing, uppish, peevish daughters. Let 
his work be hard, uncertain, ill-paid ; his home squalid and 
bare ; his food scanty and ill-dressed. Let him suspect his 
friends of turning from him, and his neighbours of whisper- 
ing as he passes by. Let him find his opportunities of 
culture and his means of usefulness curtailed. Heap upon 
him, in short, whatever you yourself most dread. And 
when the full, dismal burden is upon him, could you go to 
him and say, " Be of good courage, sir, and let thine heart 
be glad ; for blessed is the man who endureth trial, since, 
when he is proved, he shall receive the crown of life " ? 
No ; you or I could not say that. We should not have the 
heart, we should not have the faith, to say it; but St. 
James can say it, and does, says it honestly, heartily, cheer- 
fully. And to the poor souls who must bear their burden, 
which is the better comforter, you or I, who can only be 
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Borry for them, or St. James, who is not one whit sorry for 
them, and can tea.ch them not to be sorry for themselves ? 
Surely St. James is, out of all' comparison, the better com- 
forter ; for who can comfort the afflicted like the man who 
can show them how to extract from affliction itself a deep 
and abiding joy? 

Before we can honestly give, or take, the Apostle's com- 
fort, we must occupy his position, we must hold his con- 
victions, we must rise to the full stature of men in Christ 
Jesus. St. James held that this world would soon pass 
away, and that we should still sooner pass out of it ; but 
that there is another world in which we shall live for ever, 
and in which our conditions will be shaped by our char- 
acter. In his view, therefore, the chief aim of every man 
was, or should be, to form in himself a character which 
would best fit him both for the life that now is, and for 
that which is to come. It mattered very little whether he 
was rich or poor in things which he must soon leave behind 
him ; what did matter was that by the enjoyment or by 
the loss of these things he should be qualifying himself for, 
should be laying hold of, the life which is eternal. What- 
ever changes, whatever reverses, contributed to elevate, 
purify, complete the power and quality of his life, and 
stamp on it the characters of inmiortality, should therefore 
be welcome to him. If poverty would test, raise, mature 
his character, welcome poverty; if wealth, welcome wealth. 
The whole visible world, with all its kingdoms and trea- 
sures, was of worth to him in proportion as it served to 
form a strong, pure, and noble character in him. Know- 
ledge, wisdom, faith, righteousness, hope, charity, were the 
chief things of life ; all else was valuable as it fostered and 
developed these, and became worthless and pernicious the 
moment it impeded or thwarted them. 

These were St. James's views of human life, views which 
the brother of the Lord had learned from the Lord Him- 
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self, as we too may learn them from Him if we study the 
Sermon on the Mount. And it is only when these views 
have become our personal convictions that we can attain 
that independence of outward conditions, that power of 
making every breath or blow of change subserve our true 
interests, which will enable the poor brother to rejoice 
wisely when he is tested by wealth, and the rich brother to 
rejoice manfully when he is tested by poverty. In fine, 
we can only do what James bids us do when our religion 
becomes a sacred reality, pervading our whole life, govern- 
ing every thought, passion, and aspiration of the soul. To 
too many of us, alas ! our religion is like a stop in an organ, 
which we can pull out and shut off at will. On Sunday 
moniing we pull it out, and for a time it discourses sweet 
music to us ; but on Sunday evening we push it in, and 
use it no more till the week has run out. Eehgion is only 
the Sunday stop in the organ of our life. We are not of 
those 

"With whom the melodies abide 
Of the everlasting chime; 
Who carry music in their heart 
Through dusky lane and wrangling mart, 
Plying their daily task with busier feet 
Because their secret souls a holy strain repeat." 

And till we rise into a higher life, into a religious life, 
more real and deep, we must not hope to attain that large 
freedom of spirit for which neither opulence nor penury 
has any bonds. We who are not masters of ourselves if 
markets fall, how can we rejoice when we are brought low ? 
If we would be lords of ourselves and of our fate, if we 
would be independent of outward conditions, if we would 
compel all changes and reverses to serve us and minister to 
our welfare, we must learn to be in the world as Christ 
was in the world — in it, but not of it ; we must seek first 
that kingdom of God which is within us ; we must live as 
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those who can never die. Do we lack wisdom, or strength, 
for this high task and enterprise ? Are we feeling at this 
moment how much we lack it? Let us ask it of God, 
then ; and it shall be given us. 

S. Cox. 



THE ABAMAIC GOSPEL. 
Indications of Translation. 

We wish now to address ourselves definitely to the task 
of endeavouring to prove, as we have promised, that certain 
portions of the synoptic Gospels present indications of 
having been translated from a common Aramaic original. 
We have enumerated what seem to us the usual con- 
comitants of translation work from a foreign source, when 
that source is known; and to guard ourselves from error 
we have illustrated each point from the two translations of 
the Hebrew Scriptures, as presented in the Septuagint and 
the New Testament quotations. But when we come to the 
converse case, of deciding whether the productions of some 
two or three men, which bear singular marks of resemblance, 
be really translation work, we find that the concomitants 
referred to are far from being equally useful. It would, 
for instance, be of very little value for our present under- 
taking were we to show that, in certain sections, the 
synoptists " agree in substance, but not in words *' ; for in 
describing an event in the life of our Lord, or reporting 
one of His discourses, that sort of agreement is precisely 
what we should expect if the Saviour spoke Greek, and the 
evangelists made no use of any common material. Simi- 
larly, if one were to endeavour to show that certain sections 
in the synoptists contain more Aramaisms than others, 
that might be serviceable in proving that the Gospels werq 
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compilations, but it would go a very short way toward 
proving that those sections had been translated from the 
Aramaic ; for the common source might, after all, have been 
composed in Greek, and the idioms might be due to the 
fact that the native tongue was more deeply ingrained in 
the constitution of that Jewish author than of some others. 
Before we reach terra firma we must pass on to indication 
No. lY. ; namely, that in a text written without vowels, as 
all Semitic texts were in those days, the readers were liable 
to read different vowels into the same consonants. This 
liability to error may be illustrated from some of the 
systems of short-hand, where the vowels are not written, 
but have to^ be inserted by the reader. If we can succeed 
in showing, in several instances, that the divergent words 
in our Greek Gospels yield, when translated into Aramaic, 
precisely the same consonants, and that the diverse vocaliza- 
tion of these same consonants yields the diverse meanings 
that are found in our present Gospels, we venture to think 
that we shall be making out a strong case in support of 
our theory that in these passages the evangelists were 
translating from a common Aramaic original. 

1. Our first illustration shall be of a simple character. 
In connexion with the cure of the man with the withered 
hand in the synagogue at Capernaum, his condition is 
described in variant, but precisely equivalent terms, thus : 

Matt. xii. 10 : vt/v x^H^ €;(<i)v ^pay, 
Mark iii. 1 : i$rjpafjLfA€vrjv !)(ii»/ t^v x**P"» 

In Aramaic the difference between the adjective ^pdv, 
dry, and the participle i^rjpafifiivrjv, dried, withered, is simply 
that of the diverse vocalization of the text-word l£^U\ If 
in perusing the MS. the reader pronounced the word ^^^\, 
he would obtain the adjective dry, "aridus, siccus"^; a 

1 Permit me at the ontset to express my indebtedness, in general and in 
particular, to the two invaluable lexicons, Buxtorfs Lexicon ChaldaicurHf 
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word which occurs in Ezekiel xxxvii. 2, " The bones were 
very dry.*' Whereas if he were to insert vowels thus : 
^'^^If he would obtain the participle of the intransitive 
verb lt^3^, which means to become dry, be withered, as in 1 
Kings xiii. 4: iTT n?>l''% "His (Jeroboam's) hand wa^ dried 
up." We attach very little value however, for our present 
purpose, to instances of this'^kind, where the two divergent 
Greek words are from the same Greek root ; the case will 
be incalcnlably stronger when we adduce words which in 
Greek have no apparent affinity, and show that these mean- 
ings belong to the same Aramaic text-word with different 
vowels attached. 

2. A much more pertinent illustration is one which 
occurs in the parable of the sower, which as might have 
been anticipated, has proved to us quite a mine — ^the 
parable and its interpretation yielding no less than sixteen 
cases illustrative of our theory,^ though most of them fall 
under indications V. arid VI. 

Matt. xiii. 4 
a /x,€K eiriaev 

\ \ c J / . 
TTOpa TTyV OOOI' 

Koi TJ\$€ 

Ttt TrertLvdj 
KOL Kari^y^y aura. i 

The first two evangelists say, " There came the fowls and 
devoured it." Luke says, " It was trodden dozen, and the 
fowls devoured it." Why this diversity in so much simi- 
larity ? It is evident that our Lord did not use both words; 

Talmudicvnit et Babbinicumt edited and enlarged by Dr. B. Fischer (Leipzig, 
1875); and Levy's Chalddisches Wdrterbuch Uherdie Targumim (Leipzig, 1866). 
Both are indispensable, beoanse arranged on different principles. Li many 
respects I have also found usefal a lexicon published at Padua in 1747, by 
A. Zanolini. 

I It may here be stated that the sixty cases promised in January have already 
been more than doubled. 



Mark iv. 4. 


Luke viii. 5. 


O fxlv €^€0"€V 


o fikv cTTCo-ev 


Trapa rtfv oBov' 


\ X « ^ ' 

irapa ttjv odoi/, 


Kol ^XOe 


Kol KareTrarrjOrj^ 


ra 7r€T€tva, 


KOL Ttt ■JTCTCtVa 




Tov ovpavov 


I KaT€<f>ay€y avro. 


KaT€ff>ayfv avro. 
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and even if we may shrink from pronouncing in most cases 
which evangelist gives our Lord's precise meaning, yet it 
will surely be an immense relief if we can see how the 
divergences arose. If now we turn to Buxtorf, we find a 
word ^"1^, which means (1) calcare, conculcare, to tread 
upon, crush ; (2) ingredi, iiicedere, to come in, to enter. 
Precisely the meanings we require. In the former sense it 
occurs in Deuteronomy xi. 24 : '* Every place whereon the 
sole of your foot shall tread shall be yours." In the second 
sense it occurs in Proverbs vi. 11 : " Thy poverty shall 
come and enter (or, rush) in upon thee." So that if it can 
be admitted that the Saviour's words were written down 
in the Aramaic as they were spoken, the only difference 
between these two divergent Greek words is, that of read- 
ing different vowels into the same Aramaic text-word. 

Matthew and Mark would yield : nnj Ip^^l N^IP V:^^ Hiril 
Luke requires : nnj ^5^ NpWl Vll "IDl 

We. may mention in passing (though the case belongs 
to VI.) how readily the difference between "root" and 
*' tQoisture " is explained on our theory. 

Matthew and Mark say : Sia to firj Ixuv pitflv "... no root." 
Luke : hih. to yxr; t.\^iv iKfidSa "... no moisture." 

But the Aramaic word for " root " is (as in Hebrew) ^'^^\ 
while the word for "moisture," "succus, lachryma, humor 
arborum vel herbarum" is ^1*^ — a difference in one letter 

only. 

3. In the interpretation of the parable of the sower, 
among the things which, after the manner of thorns, choke 
the good seed, we find 

Mark iv, 19 : at ircpl ra Xonra iTTiOvtilai. 
Luke viii. 14 : i^Soval rov piov. 

We wish now to show how closely these expressions, 
" desires for other things " and "pleasures of life," resemble 
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each other in Aramaic. Bat first we would direct attention 
to a fact which has escaped the notice of most of our lexico- 
graphers, that ^m in later Greek acquired the meaning of 
luxurious life^ " fast life " ; as when we say that a young 
man is anxious to go up to London to see '* life." That 
this is so is evident from Hesychius, who in his lexicon 
defines /Sto? as (1) foj^, (2) irepiova-ia ; (1) life, (2) abundance 
or luxury; and as an instance of this meaning we may 
quote 1 John ii. 16, " The pride of life." I premise then 
that Luke's phrase, rjSoval tov ^iov, means pleasures of 
luxury, or, of the fast life. But if we turn to Buxtorf, 
we find a noun, "^-H^^O, which has precisely the meanings 
of irepiovaia. Liddell and Scott define Trepiovaut as (1) 
residue, surplus ; (2) abundance, luxury : and Buxtorf 
defines "iriiD as (1) "residuum, reliquum"; (2) " abun- 
dantia, emolumentum." As an instance of this, compare 
the Targum of Isaiah i. 9, ** Unless the abundance of the 
goodness (n^niO IJIID) of Jehovah had left us a remnant." 
There can be no doubt that we have there the Aramaic 
equivalent of the Pauline phrase, 6 TrXoCro? t?}? xPV^totijto^;, 
" the riches of His goodness " ; or, as Grimm suggests, 
** The abundance or plenitude of His goodness." That the 
leanings of the word are to the side of "superabundance" 
is clear from the fact that its cognates denote "redun- 
dance, prodigality." The word l-HiO means then (1) 
" reliquum " ; but that is precisely equivalent to ra \onrd 
in Mark's Gospel ; (2) " abundantia," which is exactly /Sw? 
in its secondary sense as irepLovaia. So that if "IJliD 
occurred in an Aramaic text, there would be a reasonable 
doubt whether it should be rendered "other things," or 
"abundance," "luxury." By the way, would not the 
rendering of Psalm xvii. 14 be much improved if it were 
conceded that the Hebrew word "l-H^ would have the same 

«  

natural history as its cognate in Aramaic, and nlean (1) 
residue, (2) surplus, wealth, luxury, and we were to ren- 
VOL. 111. 14 
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der : '' They leave their superabundance, their extravagant 
wealth, to their babes"? Aquila in this passage renders 
1/1^ TreoLovaia. 

V V • 

Further, we have the homologue fiZoval and eiridviiiai. 
These are, in Latin, the desiderahilia and the desideria, 
the "desirable things" and the "desires" of life; and 
from the verb ^yi, to "seek, desire, long for," we obtain 
(1) H3D1, that for which one longs, pleasure, delight — as 
when the Lord said to Ezekiel (xxiv. 16), "Behold, I take 
away the delight of thine eyes with a stroke " ; and (2) 
WH'l or W^i)*!, desire, craving — as in Job xxxi. 35, "My 
desire is that God would answer me," and Deuteronomy 
xii. 20, "Thou mayest eat after all the desire of thy 
soul." So that the difference between these two phrases 
is very slight. 

The pleasures of luxury =*iniDT sn33l. 
The desires for other things =')nitDT K^aiJl. 

4. Our next two illustrations shall be taken from the 
narrative of the healing of the lunatic boy, after our Lord 
descended from the mount of transfiguration. We have in 
the parallel passages of Mark and Luke two phrases which 
no harmonist has ventured to consider equivalent, and yet 
they yield most clearly to the solution we apply. 

Luke ix. 39 : Kal /xoyi? a'iro)(iop€L air avrov avvrpi^ov avrov. 

And it hardly departeth from him, sorely-bruising him. 
Mark iz. 18 : Kat rpi^ei roif^ oSovra^j koI ^rjpcuverai. 

And he grindeth his teeth, and pineth away. 

The words which illustrate our present point are 
lvvTpt/3ov and ^palverai, but the rest shall receive our 
attention. There is an Aramaic verb, ^"ISI, which means 
(1) to dry up, parch, fry ; (2) to crumble, crush, break in 
pieces. But these are just the two meanings desiderated. 
Svvrpifiw, to shatter, smash, bruise, gives the second 
meaning of *p5 ; and ^palverac, withers, is dried, parched. 
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corresponds to the first meaning in the passive, as, e.g,y in 
Lamentation iv. 8, " Their skin cleaveth to their bone ; it 
has become withered, 'sjnS), like a stick." 

Thus avinpl^ov is ^^")9, active participle Peal ; 
^paiverat is ^^^9, passive participle Peal. 

And the rest of the yrords are almost equally alike v^hen 
reduced to Aramaic. The Aramaic and Hebrevvr vsrord for 
"grinding" the teeth is p'^H, and the word to "depart 
from, flee from,*' is p^y. I shall presently adduce evidence 
to show that the Logia was a Galilsean document, and it is 
well known that both GalildBans and Samaritans were very 
negligent in the pronunciation of gutturals ; indeed in the 
Samaritan Targum the same words are spelt with H or V 
indifferently: so 'that the difference between p'^n and p"\V 
is of. the slightest possible kind. Then /xo7t9, "with 
labour," "with difficulty," is V^V^) for V^y, according 
to Buxtorf, means (1) "negotium," business, and (2) 
"molestia," annoyance. And "with the teeth" (for p"ir7 
is followed by 1), is 1^iJ^3. Therefore, neglecting the 
pronouns, which are always more or less at the option of 
the translator, the difference between these apparently 
incompatible phrases is simply this : 

Luke ix. 39 : inD piy pjyni. 

Mark ix. 18: ins p-)n ^JKOI. 

5. There is another couplet in the same narrative which 
admits of a similar explanation : 

Mark ix. 20. Luke ix. 4'2. 

Kal ^KeyKttv airrov irpo^ airov crt 8c 'irpo<r€p)(6fjLtvov avrov 

Kai tSwv auTor, '^pp'fji^v avrov 

TO TTVCL'/Att TO haipOVLOVy 

ia"irdpa^€V avrov. Koi cvv^aitapa^^v. 

The two words which we wish to identify are tScii/, 
"when he saw,'' and epprj^ev, "he broke,'' or ** tore," In 
an unvocalized Aramaic text these words would be undis- 
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tinguishable. epprj^ev is P^K, 3 s. pret. Aphel of pp'=T, to 
crush, break, bruise : and ISdv, or rather elSev, is p^^^, 3 s. 
pret. Aphel of pM, to gaze at, stare at. Could any one 
wish for a better explanation of the divergence than that 
the word p^^^ in our hypothetical Aramaic document was 
by one reader pronounced p^7^, "he tore/* or "bruised 
him," and by the other pHK, "he gazed at him"? He 
who assents to this will raise no objection to me if I main- 
tain that the difference between ^veyxav ai/rov, "they 
brought him," and irpoaepxop'evov avrov, "he came near,'' 
has arisen from the confusion of the Peal 3"}p, to come near, 

m 

with the Pael 2*1)5, to bring near. 

6. We will now turn to the Sermon on the Mount, and 
•to the well-known variation in giving the words of our 
Lord : 

Matt. V. 48 : Be ye perfect, re^ctot, as, etc. 

Luke vi. 30 : Bo ye compassionate, otKTtp/Aoves, as, etc. 

I would suggest that the one word which was used by 
our Lord was some form of bVTl, which means (1) to bring 
to an end, " ad finem et complementum perducere," and (2) 
to nurse, foster, bring to maturity, wean. So that ^""0^, 
perfected, completed — the passive participle — is the equi- 
valent of riXeto^ ; and /^DH, the active participle, may well 
be rendered by oUTipfMcov, as denoting the compassionate 
mother-love manifested to the suckling-child. The noun 
^2^Vn occurs in the Targum of Psalm ciii. 2 in the ren- 
dering of "forget not all His benefits," Buxtorf would 
translate ^^^VTl " beneficia," kindnesses ; but Levy insists 
on a stronger meaning, " Niihrungzustand, Nahrungsweise, 
besonders vom Kinde an der Mutterbrust." So that, 
according to Levy, the Targum means, " Forget not thy 
motherly manner of nourishment by God," — how God 
nourishes thee with a mother's love. The reader who can 
endorse this, and will read into the context of both New 
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Testament passages the word ^^pn, with its tender associa- 
tion of the maturing, fostering care of mother-love, will, 
we venture to think, begin to realize what a priceless 
treasure we shall possess if we can re-discover the Aramaic 
GospeL 

7. And now we will turn to the narrative of the Gadarene 
demoniac, which yields abundant evidence of having formed 
part of the primitive Gospel. 



Mark v. 16. 
Koi SirjYqiravTO aurot? 
OL ioorr€9, 
irCa^ €y€V€TO Tta SaifiovL^OfiiVio^ 

KOt Trepl TtOV ^OLptOV. 

KoX r}p$avTO 

TrapcLKCLXilv avTov 

dircXOtiv diro Toliv opiinv aurtur. 



Luke viii. 36. 

aTTiJyyctAav 8c avrot? 

ot idovTC?, 

TTuj? ia-wOrj o SaifiovKrOei's. 

/cat TO T^9 Tr€pi)(<apov 

awav ttXtjOo^ 

^pwmj(rav avrov 

ttTTCAC/ctV ttTT avTlDV, 



It will be noted that I have slightly altered the order of 
the words in our Greek Gospels, so as to place the phrases 
which seem to me to be homologous on the same line ; but 
this I must in all cases claim the privilege to do. There is 
certainly abundance of diversity in these parallel columns, 
and it must surely be admitted as a strong argument, if we 
can show that each liyie can be reduced to the same or 
closely similar letters as written in an Aramaic document. 

The words which more immediately concern us are 
Xoipayv, '* swine," and ireptx^pov, "neighbourhood." The 
same Aramaic text-word differently vocalized would yield 
both these meanings. The first is J^ytH; the second 
^^1^T^. If, as is probable, the letters ^ and ^ which are 
called "matres lectionis," were inserted very sparingly in 
ancient Semitic writing, we then have ^^'^T^T as the one 
word, meaning, according to the vowels inserted, " swine " 
or " neighbourhood." 

As to the other homologues, we will take them in order. 
We have first SirjyyjaavTO and d7r}]yy€i\avy the very two 
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verbs which (as we showed last month) are used by the 
LXX. and Hebrews ii. 12 respectively in their rendering 
of Psalm xxii. 23 (22), '^I will declare, »■n^p^^, Thy name 
unto my brethren/' This shows how feasible our theory 
really is. We k7ioio that Sirjyijaofiai and a'7rayy€\& are 
variant renderings of the one Hebrew word rn9D>^. All 
we maintain is, that hir^yi^aavTo and air-riyyciXav in the 
Gospels are also variant renderings of the Aramaic word 
V^n, which verb is the equivalent of 12)0, and is indeed 
used for it in the Targum of the passage referred to. 

The next pair of words is iyevero and iawOr). Mark : 
"How it happened to the demoniac"; Luke: *'How the 
demoniac was saved.*' The identification which I have 
here to offer does not quite satisfy me. We have the 
word lD7?i which means (1) to turn out, eject, vomit ; and 
(2) intransitively, to be freed, rescued, escape, *'liberari, 
eripi, evadere." This of course suits well €aa>07j, *' was 
saved " ; but can u?B mean also to befall, liappen ? I 
cannot find that it does. It would be natural for it to do 
so. The Latin verbs evenire and evadere mean (1) to go 
out, (2) to befall. Our word '* turn out " is also used in the 
sense of ** befall." Possibly in the vernacular therefore 
the word u?^ took the same course as the Latin evadere. 

The next couplet is fip^avro, ** they began," and ifKrjOo^^ 
multitude. This divergence seems to me to have arisen 
from the confusion of two similar words (1) Vl^ or WHK?, 
Pt. Pael of ^'^^D, to begin: and (2) KTttf, accompany, 
caravan; which meaning would suit well the company of 
swineherds referred to. 

The identification of irapa/caXelv and epcoTav is very clear. 
These are simply variant translations of the one word HVIl 
which means ''qusBrere, petere, rogare, orare, obsecrare"; 
that is, (1) to ask, (2) to beseech. Almost equally evident 
is the cause of the variation in air avr&v, " from them," 
and (Itto rcov oplcov avrcjp, "from their coasts," In Ara- 
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male the difference is merely that of one letter. There 
is a word, 13, >^11, which means the open country, the 
district outside the customary haunts of men. Then ^*^^^ 
as an adverb and preposition means ** outside,'* ^^ aloof 
frortu'* But there is also a word ^P^, a boundary, border, 
coast ; so that the solution is to be sought in the confusion 
of these two similar words. 

8. Our last illustration shall be drawn from the account 
of the lowering of the paralytic through the roof. This 
event is narrated with numerous divergences in each of the 
three synoptists, and it must surely be good news to the 
perplexed Bible student to be assured that these verbal 
divergences might arise in the simplest way in the process 
of translating from an Aramaic document, if he will only 
concede the existence of such a document, and that it was 
used by each of the three evangelists. 

We would first speak of the divergent phrases : 

Matt, ix 2 : itrl kXlvt)^ fiefiXrjfievoVf lying on a bed. 
Mark ii. 3 : alpofitvov vtto reacrapdyv, carried by four. 

No one feels these expressions incompatible, but would 
any one suppose that these two phrases might with equal 
correctness be the rendering of the same Aramaic letters 
when unvocalized? n this can be shown, wiU it not 
materially strengthen our position ? Let us examine the 
point. The Aramaic word for "four" is nysill;^; but 
one of the synonyms for "bed" is nysnKt, strictly, that 
on which one stretches oneself, lies down at full length, a 
bed ; or rather, may we not say a stretcher ? So that apart 
from the context, the consonants ny21>^ may with equal 
propriety be rendered "four" or " bed." 

Then as to the words /SefiXrjfiipov (passive participle of 
fidXKio, to throw ; passive, to be thrown down, to lie 
prostrate) and alpofievov (passive participle of aXpto, to 
carry), these meanings both belong to one word in Aramaic; 
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viz. ^?5/^, Palpel participle of 7^D. The meanings of 70713 
given by Buxtorf are (1) **ejicere, projicere/' to throw out, 
throw doicn, cast forth \ and (2) "portare, transportare," 
to carry ^ remove. In the former of these two meanings it 
occurs both in the Hebrew and Targum of Isaiah xxii. 17 : 
** Behold, Jehovah will throw thee down (as) with the 
throwing of a man.*' But what is more to our present 
purpose, the verb is (like pdWto) used in the passive of 
lying prostrate, through sickness or in sleep ; especially is 
the Hophal used in this sense in rabbinic literature. The 
Targums usually prefer the passive of i^^l* which is the 
equivalent of /^lO. But, as we have said, /tO/lO also means 
to carry, to carry to and fro, to cause to wander, banish ; 
e.g. 2 Samuel xv. 20, where David says to Ittai the Gittite, 
** Should I cause thee to wander to and fro (Revised 
Version, *up and down *) with us?'* The passive of this, 
the Ithpalpel, would mean " to he carried to and fro, up 
and down," and thus the passive participle /???^^ might 
mean either, '' being thrown down, lying prostrate,*' 
^€^\r}fi€vov, or "being carried to and fro," alpofievov. And 
as for the prepositions iirl and virb, it is probable that 
they represent 23, which means (1) upon ; (2) with, near, 
beside. If, as is likely, the man was carried on the 
shoulders of the bearers, the word 23, in the sense of 
"upon," would correctly represent both the eTrt and the 
vTTo. So that the Aramaic words, of which the renderings 
of Matthew and Mark are a possible translation, are 

9. If we turn to the Gospel of Luke, we find that the 
corresponding clause is : " They sought to bring him in, 
and to place him before Him." Can it be shown that this 
is a free translation of the above Aramaic words? We 
think so. If we vocalize the participle actively, as Palpel, 
thus, ^D^^p, we obtain the meaning, " Carrying him up 
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and down, hither and thither." The Palpel form is always 
indicative of rapid movement, excited effort; and if any 
one wished to represent freely and graphically the Palpel 
significance of the verb, and the way in which the weary 
but resolute bearers went hither and thither around the 
rim of the crowd to find access to the Saviour, he could 
not use more suitable words than those of Luke, ** seeking 
to bring him in.'' 

But what about the word HyHIJ^ ? We have shown that, 
variously vocalized, it may mean " four '* or '* a stretcher '* ; 
can it also yield Luke's rendering, ffetvai avrov, ** to place 
him " ? It can and does. The word Oelvat is infinitive, 
and the Aphel inf. of y21 is W^^i^. Add the 3rd sing. 
suflBx, and we obtain ^Tn')y2^^^ or ny^lh^. But ^21 means 

"t:- "t:- 

to stretch, to lie at full length, and the Aphel means, to 
cause to lie, to lay, to place in a recumbent position. In 
the legend given in the Targum of Jonathan as to the 
burial of Moses, we are told that Michael and Gabriel 
spread forth the golden bier set with precious stones, and 
hung with purple silk, and that Metatron and other sages 
laid him upon it, "TTi/y rTT)^ py^lhi. Similar as to posture, 
but widely different in other respects, is the force of the 
word in Deuteronomy xxv. 2 (Jonathan) : " The judge shall 
cause him to He doicn, iT^iiyifl^, and they shall scourge him 
(the convicted criminal) in his presence." So that iTyn>^, 
if vocalized as Aphel inf., means " to lay him down or place 
him " ; Belvac avrov. And as for Luke's words ivdiriov 
avTov, we have that in rT23, near him, beside him. So that 
we arrive at the remarkable conclusion that the three 
diverse phrases in the several Gospels might all be derived 
from the same three Aramaic words, with the solitary ex- 
ception of one letter, m^l for 2^. So that the words in 
Luke are a free translation of 
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10. The details of lowering the man through the roof 
are given in Mark and Luke : not in Matthew. Let us 
examine them. 

Mark ii. 4. Luke v. 19. 

TTpoareveyKaL avraJ ctcrcvcyKaxri avror, 

aTTCo'Tcyao'av t^ (rriyTjv ava^dvre^ errt to SotfJUL 

o^ou rjv, Ota 

Koi €iopv$avT€^ Ta>v KepdfJUDV 

^aXunri TOV Kpd/3fiaT0V KaOrJKav avrov <tvv toJ fcXiriSao. 
€<^* w o irapaXvTiKO's KarcKciro. 

The words which illustrate our present point are in the 
fourth line uTreoTiyaaav, " they removed, uncovered,*' and 
ava^dvTe<;, they went up. The Aramaic equivalent for the 
Hebrew n*?y, to go up, is pbp, but the Pael p^D means to 
cause to go up, to raise, to lift and carry off. So that the 
difference between Mark and Luke is merely that of 
attaching different vowels to Ip^D : ^[h'D = they went up ; 
^p^D = they removed. 

But what of the corresponding words " house *' and 
"roof*? Do these yield to our solution? Most readily, 
if all will now admit that those scholars were right who 
have maintained that the house in question was a peasant's 
house : for the word for cottage or hut, " tugurium," 
" Hutte," is ubblCiD ; while the word for roof is i^b^!^. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Thomson, the houses in that part of the 
country now are very low, with flat roofs, reached by a 
stairway from the yard or court. The roof consists of 
beams about three feet apart, across which short sticks 
are arranged close together and covered with thickly matted 
thorn-bush, over which is spread a coat of stiff mortar, and 
on that the marl or earth that forms the roof. Such a 
lightly built dwelling might well be called >^^^^p, for in 
the Targums this word is used, e.g, Isaiah i. 8, *' as a 
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cottage in a vineyard '* ; Leviticus xxiii. 42, of the booths in 
which the Israelites dwelt daring the Feast of Tabernacles ; 
and Genesis xxxiii. 17, of the booths which Jacob made for 
his cattle at Succoth. Thus the difference between "roof* 
and " cottage " is one letter only. 

The reader will doubtless be glad to know what light 
the primitive Gospel has to throw on the two expressions 
which have puzzled New Testament scholars so long. 
Luke says, Sta t&v Kepuficav, " through the tiles," which 
seems to imply that the roof was tiled ; whereas Mark's 
word, efo/}ufavT€9, "digging out," seems to imply a roof 
made of mud and lime of the sort described by Dr. Thom- 
son. Are the words for " tiles " and " digging out " at all 
alike in Aramaic, so as easily to be confused ? They are. 
The word for " digging," plural participle, would be T"!?^ ; 
P^nsi would be '* tiles " ; so that the transposition of two 
letters in an Aramaic text explains the entire mystery. If 
the reader will turn to our harmony, he will see oirov ijv, 
"where he was," and Sid, "through," standing on the 
same line. One Aramaic word for " through " is 1^3, which 
also means "in the midst," and thus may very well have 
stood as the original of ottov fjv, "where he was." 

The description of the process as given by the two 
evangelists, diverse as it seems to us, may therefore be 
reduced to what is virtually the same Aramaic text with 
various readings. 

Mark ii. 4. Luke v. 19. 

y^m ^^v^ ^^byn 

Thus much, then, as to the divergences which we think 
have arisen from inserting different vowels in the same 
Aramaic text- word. In our next article we hope to adduce 
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instances in which the divergence seems to have arisen 
from the fact that the common Aramaic word has two mean- 
ings, each of which is adopted by the several evangelists. 

J. T. MarshalIi. 



THE HOUSE OF GETH8EMANE. 

After having passed through twenty-five editions, the 
translation of the Holy Gospels which bears the name of 
M. Henri Lasserre has been condemned by the Congrega- 
tion of the Index. Our Lady of Lourdes, invoked by the 
translator, has not succeeded in warding off the Eoman 
thunderbolt ; but the noise made by it was enough to call 
the attention of Protestants to a remarkable work which 
deserves careful study. Thanks to their new interpreter, 
the Evangelists speak the lively and forcible language of 
the present day ; the style is modernized. The innovations 
are often characterized by elegant precision and scrupulous 
exactitude. 

Our present purpose is only to bring forward a single 
detail : the expression villa, as applied to the garden of 
Gethsemane. In Matthew xxvi. 36, the version of M. 
Lasserre reads : " Jesus and His disciples entered into a 
villa named Gethsemani.*' 

Villa is a term which M. Lasserre has taken as he found 
it in the text of the Vulgate. It appears in the dictionary 
of the French Academy as a synonym for country seat ; 
but, in Latin, villa meant rather a country house, such 
as in Switzerland would be called a *'campagne,'* without 
the notion of grandeur which attaches to the term country 
seat.^ Moreover, in the parallel passage, Mark xiv. 32, the 

* The Latin word villa was Italian before it passed into modem languages. 
According to the last edition of the dictionary of the French Academy, the 
word may be used in a more general sense for a simple country house. The 
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Vulgate has the word prcedium, which more distinctly 
implies an agricultural tenure. 

The Greek uses the term khoriofi; for which Grimm's 
Clavis gives -piecisely prcedium, villa, in Acts xxviii. 7.^ 

This translation seems to be necessary in the last men- 
tioned passage. The received French versions render it : 
"Near to this place there were the lands of one named 
Publius, who was the chief person of the island," that is, 
the island of Malta. The expression "the lands" has 
been changed with advantage in the version of Rilliet into 
** the possessions." A provisional refuge was wanted for 
276 wrecked persons ; and their need was the more urgent 
as it was already the beginning of the bad season. Publius 
offered them, not lands, but farm buildings, which furnished 
them shelter during three months of winter. 

It seems to us that the sense of domain would be near 
the mark in all the passages where GKmm renders Tihorioti 
by ager and fundus, i.e. field, land. Jacob gave to his 
son Joseph a close, a rural property, not an open and 
undistinguished parcel of ground. Judas bought with the 
price of his crime a definite property, planted with trees, 
and situated near to Jerusalem. - Some of the Christians 



definitions of Littre are a little different : 1. MQ,i8on de plaisance in the 
neighbourhood of the towns of Italy (Chateaubriand, Mme de Stael). 2. By 
extension it is used now all over Europe for an elegant country bouse newly 
built and of less pretension than a chateau. 

^ Khorion (xojplov) in the LXX designates sometimes a vineyard, sometimes 
a stronghold. Bural estates were often surrounded with high walls and pro- 
vided with a tower (Isa. v. 2 ; Mark xii. 1 ; Luke xiv. 28). The Hebrew New 
Testament of thet celebrated Delitzsch translates khorion {x(apiou) by chatzevj 
1Vn» * fortified inclosnre. That of Salkinson, edited by Dr. Ginsbtllrg, has 
mekomgaderjy^l dpPi a fortified place. The Hebrew word for garden (hepos, 
if^iros, John xviii. 1, 26) is gan^ J|, from the verb ganan^ ]3|, to protect. A 
'* garden " therefore implies private property, needing special permission for a 
stranger to enter. 

2 Thirty pieces of silver were the price of a slave (Exod. xxi. 32, Zech. xi. 12). 
This sum may have completed the amount of capital amassed by Judas, partly 
by his robbery of the common purse (John xii. 6), with a view to his purchase. 
It would seem that although Judas had hought the field (Acts. i. 18) he had not 
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of the primitive Church sold town houses, some country 
houses, to put their value into the hands of the Apostles. 
The property sold by Ananias and Sapphira is called also 
ktema, a country property, a rural domain. In any case 
Grimm, Schleusner, and Wahl agree in avoiding the in- 
definite expression '* place " which appears in the French 
received versions, a faulty expression, since khorion in the 
New Testament has never the vague, meaning of topos, 
place, spot. Luther, Lange, and Meyer have translated 
khorion by Vorwerk, Hof, Landgut, Meierei, indicating the 
meaning for which we contend. De Wette translates it 
by Gut, another synonymous word. Maldonat and Grotius 
speak of a house at Gethsemane. For once at least the 
Vulgate is found to be right, in opposition to the French 
Protestant versions.^ 

The translation "country house *' once admitted, one of 
the greatest difficulties of the Gospel of Mark vanishes. 
With what object does this Gospel mention, on the occasion 
of the arrest of Jesus at Gethsemane, a young man who, 
" having a linen cloth cast about his naked body," abandons 
that strange garment to the companions of Judas when 
they endeavour to seize him? (Mark xiv. 50, 51.) It has 
been thought that the young man was no other than 
the Evangelist Mark, he being the only one who reports 
the episode, which thus appears to have an autobiographic 

paid for it, as we are told (Matt, xzvii. 3-10) that he returned the thirty pieces 
of silver to the chief priests, and that they afterwards completed the purchase 
of the Potter's Field. 

Mt is a curious fact that the French Boman Catholic Tersions have for 
centuries adopted the error on this point of the Protestant versions ; but the 
Abb^ Glaire (1863) translated the word '* country house." 

Another Boman Catholic author, the Abb^ Michon, in his Life of Jesus (vol. 
ii., p. 45), states that "enormous olive trees, one of which is dying of old age, 
occupy the angle formed by the road to Bethany and the road leading to the 
top of the Mount of Olives. Here was the garden or inclosure. The dwelling 
house to which it belonged was probably somewhat higher on the slope of the 
hilL" Any objection which might be raised in respect to the position as 
unsuitable for a villa, because low down in a narrow valley, is thus obviated. 
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chaoracter. So be it ; but yet, why that peculiar costume ? 
And what could be the use of a statement which, according 
to the celebrated commentator Meyer, seems to be purpose- 
less ? ** That remains altogether unexplained,'' says the 
well known evangelical commentator, M. Louis Bonnet. 
Many persons have seen in the hero of this incident a mere 
looker on, or else an eccentric individual befooled by fright ; 
but had it been curiosity or folly, the incident hardly 
merited the honour of narration. 

In order, if possible, to solve this enigma, we have a 
preliminary remark to make. The '* linen cloth " was 
simply a sheet.^ Let us add that the Greek term sindon, 
in Sanskrit sindhuy in Hebrew IHD sadin, refers to a tissue 
of great value. The vegetable product which was used in 
its manufacture was imported from India or Egypt. This 
furnishes an indication of considerable importance : the 
sheet of fine linen is, so to speak, marked with the name 
of the rich heir presumptive of the '* villa." 

The book of the Acts seems to confirm this supposition. 
We read there that John, sumamed Mark, had a mother 
called Mary, whose house, necessarily large and probably 
retired, served as a meeting-place for the persecuted mem- 
bers of the primitive Church.^ There is a tradition that 
in this house took place the miracle of the first Christian 
Pentecost. When Peter is delivered from prison, he at 
once repairs to this dwelling, where " many were gathered 
together praying" (Acts xii. 12). Peter knocks, not ex- 

' Ensebins the historian, in an enameration, associates the sindonai {ffiyd6mi) 
with beds and bed-ooverings, klinai kai ttromnai (^X/pat koX (rrpufjufal). 

^ Acts xii. 12-17. According to M. Beuss, the Mark of the Acts and Epistles 
is " without the least doubt *' the person who passes for the author of our 
second Gospel. — Histoire Apo$toUque, p. 138. *' The house of Mary, mother 
of John Mark, was the ordinary and hospitable retreat of the Apostles when 
they were at Jerusalem {vide Cornel and Fromond, hie). Thither they retired 
after the Saviour's ascension ; there they elected St. Matthias, and there they 
received the Holy Qhost. Some believe that it was in this house that our 
Lord was accustomed to lodge when at Jerusalem (Alex. Menoch, Apud Sur. 
xi. Jun,)" — ^Dom Calmet* Commentarjfi ad locum. 
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actly at the door of a house, but at the door of a gateway, 
ten thuran tou pidonos, which in Switzerland is equivalent 
to the "portail d*une campagne." This door opening in an 
outer wall or in a palisade, and separated from the house 
by an open space called aule, is the usual characteristic of a 
villa as distinguished from a town house. Ehoda, the door- 
keeper, who comes to answer the knock, returns running, 
eisdramousa, which supposes the gateway to be at a short 
distance from the house.^ According to M. Bonnet, Peter 
probably knocked " at the door of the courtyard, or at a 
small door opening in the carriage gate.*' There is reference 
to another pulon connected with the residence of Annas 
and his son-in-law the high priest Caiaphas. Precisely at 
this epoch, according to a statement of the Talmud, the 
Sanhedrin had removed the place of its sittings to the 
hanuioth or bazaars of the Mount of Olives, the private 
property of the family of Annas. There was therefore at 
least one other "villa" in the outskirts of Jerusalem, not 
far from Gethsemane, the residence of the very highest 
family among the Jews. This shows the aristocratic cha- 
racter of the neighbourhood. ** It was there probably that 
Jesus was taken and judged,*' says M. Sabatier in the 
EiicyclopcBdia of Beliglous Sciences. Peter, leaving the 
court and passing through the vestibule, proceeds towards 
the pulo7i, or gate, when a second servant denounces him.- 

* *' Around anil outside of the square formed by the portico there was a sort 
of front court, inclosed by a wall " (Stapfer, Pale>itinCj p. 172). This wall made 
necessary the outer gate of which we speak. Within a city, the pulon [iri^Qp) 
was a portico, the ornament of princely residences. Such a luxury would be 
very rare inside a fortified and compact city such as Jerusalem. 

- Matt. xxvi. 57-75 ; comp. Mark xiv. 6(>-G8 ; aide (ai'X-^) and proaulwn 
{'TpoauXiov). According to the historian Josephus, the suburbs of the city were 
covered with parks and gardens (paraihiAoia^ Trapdd€i<TOLs).—Wars, vi. 1, 1 ; cf. v. 
3, 2. Titus, says Josephus, caused all these trees to be cut down for strategic 
purposes. The houses of the estates were entirely destroyed, and the materials 
served either to fill up the moats round the city or to raise platforms for the 
besiegers. This accounts for the fact that no remains of the house of Geth- 
semane now exist. 
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Oar conclasion may now be perceived. Gethsemane was 
the name of a country house situated to the east of Jerusalem, 
on the other side of the Kedron, on the slope of the Mount 
of Olives, over against the Temple, and at a distance of less 
than a mile from the wall of the city. In the inclosure 
there was a plantation of olives, called kepos, orchard, in 
the Gospel of John, and an oil-press, in AramsBan, Geth- 
shemanei. The press had given its name to the whole 
estate.^ This estate belonged to a rich dowager: Mary, 
mother of John whose surname was Mark.^ The mention 
of the son to the exclusion of the husband, seems to indi- 
cate a widow. The mother and son together inhabited 
this residence. The prophet of Nazareth being a stranger 
in Jerusalem, Mary seems to have offered Him a shelter at 
Gethsemane. The door-keeper, perhaps that same Bhoda, 
or Bose, who later on came to answer Peter's knock, had 
received instructions to open the gate at any time, either to 
the Master or to His Apostles. Jesus often passed the night 
at this retreat. Luke tells us that He habitually retired in 
the evening to the Mount of OUves.' But to what part of 
it ? It was in the early days of April, or, according to other 
calculations,- the beginning of March ; it is scarcely to be 
supposed that at such a season of the year Jesus and His 

^ There still exists a olamp of seven olive trees, at the place whloh bears ihe 
name of DjesmaniyyS. Biehm concludes in favour of the authenticity of the 
tradition relating to this spot. The actual inclosure, however, can only be a 
portion of the ancient estate. 

s In accordance with a custom still subsisting among the modem Israelites, 
Mark bad two names. He was known at Jerusalem under that of John. 
Ifark was a surname of Boman origin, which might be used in preference in 
relations with non- Jews. It is possible that the father of Mark was a Boman 
proselyte who had married a Jewess. Saul of Tarsus took the name Paul soon 
after the beginning of his missionary travels in heathen lands (Acts xlii. 9). 
Like Mark, he may have had this name given him by his parents long before he 
substituted it for that of the Benjamite king. 

* Luke xzi 37, 38 ; xxii. 39, 40. Gomp. John viii. 1 ; xviii. 2. The verb 
aulixomai {aiXl^ofuu) does not necessarily signify to bivouac, or pass the night in 
the open air ; in Matt. xxi. 17, it is used in speaking of the hospitality received 
by Jesus at Bethany in the house of Lazarus and his two sisters. 

VOL. UL 15 
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disciples would sleep in the open air. On the occasion of His 
last visit to Gethsemane, Jesus said to eight of His Apostles, 
" Sit ye here." The weather was cold.^ Peter is shortly 
afterwards seen elsewhere suffering so much from cold as 
to approach a fire at the risk of being seized and condemned 
to death like his Master. '' Sit ye here/' seems to imply 
a place where the hours of the night might be passed with- 
out inconvenience ; it might be a building separate from the 
house itself.' Jesus, Peter, James, and John remained in 
the garden, to '^ watch and pray." 

Judas, the treasurer of the apostolic company, may have 
founded his plan of treason upon this combination of cir- 
cumstances. If Jesus had been in the habit of passing His 
nights in the open country, the intervention of Judas would 
scarcely have been needed. The Pharisees, who were 
miserly, could very well have dispensed with a somewhat 
large outlay. Any police agent could easily have followed 
the track of the Teacher of Nazareth and seized Him ; but 
to violate a private domicile was a much more difficult 
affair, and the more so as Jesus had devoted partisans who 
would have helped to defend the gate.' An attempt to 
force an entrance might have provoked a riot,, or even a 
revolution. By paying a traitor, this uproar was avoided. 
Knowing the retreat of Jesus and the means of introducing 
himself, Judas conducted thither a band composed of a 
detachment from the Boman garrison under the command 
of a tribune, with guards of the Temple, armed with 
their official staves. According to our hypothesis, the 



* John xyiii. 18, " It was cold." 

* Dr. Edersheim eapposes that it was the hnilding in which was the oil-press. 
Life and Times of Jesut the Metsiahy vol. ii., p. 5H8. Olshaasen says : ** The 
disciples perhaps entered the house of the proprietor, who was one of their 
friends." — Hittory of the PcuMion, ad loonm. 

' Many of the Galiladans who had cried Hosannah on the Day of Palms. 
The gardens near] Jerusalem (ic^oi) were fortified by walls and moats ; Titus 
nearly lost his life there. — Josephus, Wan^ ▼. 2, 2. 
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Iscariot disposes this troop out of sight and then knocks 
at the " door of the gate," pronounces the password, and 
gets it opened. The soldiers and guards at once light 
their torches and lanterns, draw their swords, and press 
into the inclosure. Judas, going before them,^ leads them 
to Jesus, who is already coming to meet him. 

It was between eleven o'clock and midnight. The clatter 
of arms, the voices of the invaders, the shining of the 
torches awaken Mary and her son, who are surprised that 
it should have been possible thus to enter their premises in 
spite of the vigilance of the guardians. Without waiting to 
dress, Mark covers himself with a sheet from his bed and 
proceeds towards the troop. He sees that Jesus is being 
taken away. Strong in the sense of his proprietary rights, 
and therefore more courageous than the Apostles, who have 
abandoned their Master, he does not at first allow himself 
to be intimidated. Did he mean to intervene and to pro- 
test against this clandestine arrest? It is possible, and even 
probable. Be that as it may, he gives to Jesus a supreme 
mark of sympathy. He boldly keeps near to Him while 
John and Peter follow at a considerable distance. No 
one at the time sets a more noble example. As he goes 
along, however, he notices with alarm that the invaders are 
representatives of the established authorities. Suddenly 
he is seized, with the evident intention of making him a 
prisoner,* and he escapes by abandoning the sheet which he 
had used as a mantle. But he is not absolutely naked, 
gumnos in Greek and nudits in Latin may have a merely 
relative sense. When Jesus, after His resurrection, appeared 
to Simon Peter, who was fishing, Peter put on his mantle, 

1 Upo^pXerOf Luke xzii. 47. 

' According to the received text, he was seized by " young men.'* In that 
case, the attempt against Mark was only an escapade of young fellows ; the 
soldiers and guards had nothing to do with it. Jesus, in giving Himself up, had 
stipulated that He alone should be taken by the regular agents of the public 
authorities. 
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** for he was naked/' as the text adds, as we should say, in 
working dress, in his shirt-sleeves. Peter wished to present 
himself to his Master in the complete costume required by 
social usage.^ 

Mark was of a good family. His pious mother had pro- 
vided him with an excellent education. Capable as well as 
zealous, he became ultimately the secretary and interpreter 
of the Apostle Peter, who calls him his son.^ 

Mark gathered from Peter some of those personal recol- 
lections which enrich his book. This precious document 
is, according to M. Beuss, the oldest of our G-ospels; it 
appears to have been the fruit of a sort of joint authorship 
of Peter and Mark. The style recalls the impetuous 
temperament of Simon son of Jonas, and many a pictu- 
resque detail shows the work of an eye-witness. The 
Evangelist had a cousin in Bamabsbs, nephew of his mother, 
and himself a rich landowner. Barnabas took his cousin 
with him on the first preaching journey of the Apostle Paul. 
Mark had thus the special honour of being one of the first 
three missionaries of the Church. It is not known why 
he left his travelling companions on their arrival at Perga 
in Pamphylia. The narrative of liuke intimates that the 
motives of this separation were to a certain extent blame- 
worthy. It is possible that Mark, whose life had always been 
easy, drew back when faced by the fatigue and increasing 
dangers of the mission in a heathen country ; he seems to 
be still the man whose intrepidity gave way at Gethsemane. 
Excuse has been made for him by supposing that ill news 
of his mother may have unexpectedly recalled him to 
Jerusalem at that moment. However that may be, Paul, 
on starting upon a second journey, refused to take Mark 
again. This was the subject of a sharp contention, 
paroxtismos. Barnabas, being a relative, showed more in- 

' John zxi. 7. Comp. 1 Sam. xix. 24 ; Isa. xz. % 8. 
» 1 Pet. V. 13. 
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dulgence; he took with him to Cyprus his cousin, who 
perhaps had, like himself, family connexions in that island. 
A few years later, we find Mark again in favour with Paul ; 
the Apostle assigns to him a most distinguished position, 
and recommends him to the Colossians.^ 

It is thought that after the death of Paul, Mark, who 
had remained with him, rejoined Peter in Asia ; but if it 
be admitted that, in the First Epistle of Peter, Babylon 
means Borne, Mark did not leave that city. At last, ac- 
cording to Epiphanius, Eusebius, Nicephorus, and Jerome, 
he went to Egypt, where he probably founded the Church 
of Alexandria. His martyrdom is said to have taken place 
in the eighth year of the reign of Nero, some rioters hav- 
ing dragged him over sharp stones. But all this remains 
uncertain. 

Let us return to the house of Gethsemane. Olshausen, 
Lange, and M. L. Bonnet have had a glimpse of a solution 
of the problem something like our own. M. Beuss has 
expressed himself thus : '' It appears that Gethsemane was 
a special inclosure, with the proprietor of which Jesus and 
His disciples might be in relation. John calls it a garden, 
and the expression used by Matthew and Mark might be 
translated ' a country estate.' The end of the narrative of 
Mark makes it appear that the eleven apostles who accom- 
panied Jesus were not the only persons present in that 
inclosure." * 

We have not found anjrwhere the identification of the 
Villa of the Oil Press with the residence of Mark and 
Mary, but we have not met with anything opposed to it.' 

1 Col. iy. 10, Btq. ; Philem. 24 ; 2 Tim. iv. 11. 

* Histoite EvangHique^ p. 650. 

* These lines were written before we had read, in a recent nnmber of the 
JRetme de Thiologie et Philoiophie, an artiole by M. Combe on M. Lasserre's 
translation of the Gospels (p. 186). M. Combe recognises that Gethsemane 
may be thoaght of as the country house of Mary, mother of Mark. In accord 
with Theophylact, Elostermann supposes that Mark was the son of the 
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In the light of the foregoing, the episode of the young man 
in the linen cloth becomes as it were the signature of 
the Evangelist, a discreet signature, which attests the early 
affection with which cTesus had inspired His biographer, 
and which brings into special prominence the piety and 
hospitality of " Mary, mother of Mark." 

In his Biblical Studies} Prof. F. Godet has already men- 
tioned this signature. He says : " We are strongly tempted 
to ask if the young man spoken of in the scene at 6eth- 
semane, who plays such a strange and mysterious part, 
was not Mark himself ; in accordance with the custom of 
painters, he puts in this way his signature to his picture, 
as Matthew has signed his in the narrative of the call of a 
publican sitting at the receipt of custom." 

Every one must have observed the signature of John in 
John i. 40, xviii. 15, xix. 26, etc., and that of Luke in the 
pronoun we in Acts xvi. 10; some commentators have 
thought they have seen it also in Luke xxiv. 18. Our four 
Evangelists are more modest than Phidias, who dared to 
engrave his own portrait on the shield of Pallas Athene. 

A signature is a proof of authenticity : in business it 
carries great weight. But we have here something more 
and better than an ordinary signature, which very often 
cannot be identified. There is, for instance, a legend to 
the effect that the original manuscript of the second 
Gospel has been preserved in the basilica of St. Mark at 



owner of the hoase in which Jesas took the last supper with His disoiple«. 
He might have followed Jesos from Jemsalem to Gethsemane. We woold 
observe that the costume adopted by this young man was scarcely admissible 
in the streets or suburbs of a city, while it is explained and justified by our 
hypothesis. As for Ebrard, he seems disposed to see in the young man in the 
" linen cloth " a servant on the farm of Gethsemane ; this servant would be 
Mark, the author of the second GospeL Ebrard thus approaches what we 
believe to be the true solution of the problem ; but why suppose Mark to be a 
slave ? We have had occasion to observe that, on the contrary, he occupied 
a high position in the social scale. 
^ New Tettament, p. 40. 
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Venice. It is a relic so precious that it is never taken oat 
of the treasury in which it is said to be inclosed. Sup- 
posing that it could be seen and examined, by what means 
could the signature of the Evangelist be verified ? 

A forger will imitate a written signature^ while that 
which we have in view is inimitable ; it is like the mark on 
the body, known to herself alone, by which after a long 
separation a mother recognises her child, changed by the 
nurse. In order to furnish the proof of authenticity con- 
tained in the incident under review, it would have been 
necessary to be fally acquainted with the private history 
of the narrator. A forger who should have invented this 
extraordinary incident would have been laughed at for his 
freak of imagination. Such an addition would have added 
absolutely nothing to the credit of his book. In order to 
inspire confidence in the first readers, to accredit the 
volume at the time of its publication, the anecdote of the 
young man in the linen cloth must have been already 
known to some well-informed persons ; in other words, it 
must have been true. 

If so, and if the interpretation that we have given of it 
is plausible, if we have succeeded in verifying the signature 
of Mark, it becomes evident that the author of our second 
Gospel was an eye-witness of the arrest of Jesus at Geth- 
semane. And more than that, this witness took an active 
part in the drama which he narrates ; his name was Mark, 
and the narrative of the Passion has not been introduced 
into his book by a subsequent editor, as M. Beuss main- 
tains.^ Mark alone could have any interest in telling the 

1 Eiitoire EvangUique, p. 82, aeq,, p. 87. M. Benss explains why our two 
verses (Mark xiv. 60, 61) are omitted in the text of Matthew, bat not at all 
why they figure in the second GospeL If the young man in the linen oloth is 
not the author of the narrative, with what object does the Evangelist mention 
** a fact foreign to the history of the principal person, and of no interest to the 
Church in the absence of a proper name ? " The insertion of an insignificant 
episode would be all the more incomprehensible, the narrative of Mark being 
distingnished throughout by a truly Boman brevity. 
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apparently futile story which relates to himself. The trans- 
parent veil of anonymity seems to establish the identity of 
the narrator with the hero of this incident. The author 
of the second Gospel was then a contemporary of JesoB. 
His signature attests the truth of the facts which are the 
common basis of our four Gospels. Our study of the sub- 
ject has resulted in the confirmation of our faith. 

E. PETAVEIi. 



PBOFESSOB BAMSAY ON THE GEOGBAPEY 

OF ASIA MINOB.' 

Pbofessor Ramsay's explorations in Asia Minor are among the 
three or four best things done by Englishmen in the field of 
scientific scholarship in this generation. They will take rank by 
the side of Bishop Lightfoot's AjpostoUc Fathers and Westcott and 
Hort*s Greek Testament, as work really of the first order, and of 
European reputation. More than one public body contributed to 
the undertaking. Prof. Ramsay himself places at the head of the 
list the Rector and Fellows of Exeter College, to whom his book 
is dedicated. I can speak freely of this because, although I have 
myself the honour to belong to that body, Prof. Ramsay's election 
had taken place before I was admitted to it, and the arrangements 
by which he was to hold his fellowship as a direct subsidy to the 
work of exploration were already complete. 

It was one of the most far-sighted acts of any college within 
my memory, and one which has best justified itself by the result. 
But I fear that I must correct Prof. Ramsay on one point. He 
seems to think that his own was the first of a series of " research 
fellowships," to be continuously maintained. I wish it were so; but 
unfortunately, thongh the wish may be there, the power is absent. 
Since the date of Prof. Ramsay's election the revenues of the 
college have fallen so seriously, that, in spite of the generosity of 
more than one of its members, it is now all that it can do to 

^ The Historical Geography of Asia Minor. (Supplementary Papers of the 
Boyal Geographical Society, vol. XTiii.). By Prof. W. M. Bamsay. (London. 
1890.) 
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provide for the bare necessities of its tnition. It is right that the 
public should know how mnch some of the older foundations are 
crippled in their resonrces ; and that if they fail to show the same 
spirit of enterprise in the present as in the past, it should be set 
down to its true cause. 

Besides the college, special acknowledgments are made to the 
Asia Mmor Exploration Fund — which received powerful support 
from the Royal Geographical Society — ^the Society for the Pro- 
motion of Hellenic Studies, and the Ottoman Railway Company ; 
and those who will run through the names of individuals to whom 
indebtedness is expressed in the preface, will easily see where 
the impulse came from. Let us earnestly hope, both that Prof. 
Ramsay may continue the work which he has so nobly begun, and 
that there may be others to share it with him. 

It was a special piece of good fortune which led to the choice 
of the first explorer. It is clear that from the first Mr. Ramsay 
thoroughly grasped the situation. He knew what he ought to do, 
and he did it. It would not be easy to give a better example 
of the modem spirit than the volume which now crowns his 
researches. If any one is disposed to- complain that *' nearly 
400 pages are spent in discussing a set of names of which nobody 
ever heard," he is welcome to do so ; but that is the way in which 
history must be written. I do not say ti>at it is history, but it 
is the indispensable foundation. on which history must be erected. 
The days of the old flowing narrative, which merely consists in 
paraphrasing the ancient accounts with a little balancing of one 
against another, are over. The true historian, whether his subject 
matter is civil or ecclesiastical, must sink, his shafts deeper than 
this. He must get behind the formal histories ; he must fill up 
their gaps, and discover what they do not tell him. He must set 
to work like the paleeontologist, who reconstructs a vanished 
world from a few fragmentary fossils : so must he piece together 
such stray bits of information as he can recover ; by a process of 
inference he must supply the parts that are wanting; he must 
first reconstruct his skeleton, and then he must let the breath of 
imagination breathe upon.it, and not only clothe it with flesh and 
blood, but inspire it with life. 

In order to do this systematically and scientifically, the first 
thing is to know the terrain ; and never were the epithets " sys- 
tematic and scientific " more deservedly applied than to the way 



234 PROFESSOR RAMSAY ON 

in which Prof. Ramsaj has set aboat, first to nnderstand for 
himself, and then to make others understand, the geographical 
conditions of the history of Asia Minor. He has gone straight 
to the heart of these conditions by grappling at once with the 
question of roads. What are the great lines of communication ? 
What are the trade-routes P what the direction of military move- 
ments P what the course of the invader and of the merchant ? 
When points like these have been determined, many a fact, and 
series of facts, which before had been obscure, will become dear 
and luminous. 

If any one seeks an illustration of this, he cannot do better 
than make a careful study of the first part of Prof. Ramsay's 
book. He will see there how much may be made of a subject 
that seems at first sight dark and impenetrable. 

We may say that there are four main instruments by means of 
which this may be done. In the first place, the explorer on the 
spot finds that the number of possible routes is often very much 
more limited than one who looks at the map only might ims^ine. 
Here a great mountain barrier, with a single cleft, through which 
traffic must inevitably pass ; there a lake or a desert planted full 
in the way, and diverting the course to north or south; then a 
ford or remains of a bridge, which point to the crossing of some 
impetuous river. Given the objective, the two extremities of a 
road, and it will not be so difficult to determine by what stages 
those extremities must have been reached. 

Next come historical documents. Maps like the so called Peu- 
tinger Table, which is traceable to an original of the fourth century, 
and the Antonine Itinerary ; descriptions of pilgrimages ; works 
of geographers like Strabo and Ptolemy; guide-books like the 
Synecdemus, or " Travelling Companion " of Hierocles, if the bare 
lists of which it is composed deserve the name; official lists of 
bishoprics or cities called Notitice; histories proper, containing 
the record of marches and campaigns* 

Where sources such as these fail, ingenious use is frequently 
made of hints contained in names and the like : for instance, the 
fact that certain red earth brought from Cappadocia bore among 
the Greeks the name " Sinopic earth," proving that it was shipped 
at Sinope, and that the natural trade-route was from Cappadocia 
to the Euxine ; ^ and a similar name, " Synnadic marble," proving 

^ Page 28. 
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that Synnada was the emporium to which marble, which came 
from some little distance, was carried for sale and exported.^ 

Last wonld come the great masses of material which can only 
be obtained in siiu : the few remaining traces of actnal pavement, 
remains of bridges, milestones, cattings ; and the inscriptions which 
serve to identify the cities and villages through which the road is 
known to have passed. 

Of all these helps Prof. Bamsay has made an admirable use. 
By means of them he has been able to map out the great arteries 
of commnnication at four distinct periods : the prehistoric, when 
the people who are now frequently identified with the Hittites — 
though Prof. Ramsay speaks of them with much caution — ^had a 
great capital at Pteria (Boghaz Keui) on the Halys, with lines of 
route north and south, to Cappadocia, Cilicia, and Syria in one 
direction, and the Euxine in another; then the " Royal Road," used 
for governmental purposes during and before the Persian period. 
I may commend to the reader a telling bit of argumentation con- 
nected with this on p. 27 : *^ What was the reason why the Persian 
road preferred the difficult and circuitous to the direct and easy 
route ? The only reason can be that the Persians simply kept up 
a road which had developed in an older period, when the situation 
of the governing centre made it the natural road." Then we have 
the Roman period, when the proverb was true that " all roads lead 
to Rome." Of course this could only apply in a remote sense to 
Asia Minor. What it meant was, that trade found its way by the 
easiest and most natural channels to the western coast, and the 
art of the great road-making nation improved the lines of com- 
munication which nature indicated. Asia Minor was now covered 
with a net- work of roads ; but chief among them was the highway 
from Ephesus, up the Msdander valley, across southern Phrygia 
and Lycaonia, to the Cilician Gates. After Constantinople was 
founded — or, rather, from the time that Diocletian placed his 
capital at Kicomedia (in 292) — the centre of attraction changed ; 
the trend of the lines was no longer due east and west, but north- 
west and south-east, pointing towards the comer of Bithynia 
which borders on the Proponti^ and the Bosphorus. 

"A steady and progressive change was produced over the whole of Asia 
Minor. Preyioasly prosperity had been greatest in the southern half of 

> Page 54. 
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the plateau; bat daring the two oentaries that elapsed between Constantine 
and Jnstinian the northern half of the plateau grew steadily in importance, as 
being nearer Constantinople and in easier communication with it, and many 
new centres of population were formed, which gradually acquired the rank of 
cities and bishoprics.*' ^ 

The system was completed in the time of Justinian, and its 
main artery was the military road leading to the Halys. Along 
this the Byzantine and Saracen armies passed and re-passed for 
centuries. 

Tbepe changes of ronte naturally carried with them a consider- 
able shifting of population. Cities rose and decayed according as 
the great streams of traffic passed through them or left them on 
oujB side. To all this Prof. Ramsay is keenly alive, and be is no 
less alive to another series of changes which went on. Besides 
the larger re-arrangements and varying centres of density of 
population, there were also smaller changes of site, as the inhabi- 
tants of a fortress on the hills came down into the plain, or some 
city of the plain transferred itself bodily to the hills. An interest- 
ing example of a movement of this kind is supplied by the city of 
Coloss8B, which, between the years 692 and 787, gave place to the 
fortress of Khonai.* Here the reason was military. The earliest 
cities were perched on inaccessible crags, the chief object aimed 
at being security ; then during the long pcLx Bomana a spacious 
and populous commercial centre would arise upon the plain ; then 
again, in the period of Saracen and Turkish invasion, the safety of 
the hills would have to be sought again. But other motives also 
would be at work. Facilities of watering were a great considera- 
tion. In the better days of Roman civilization difficulties were 
surmounted by skilful engineering ; aqueducts were boldly flung 
across the distanse which separated a city from the springs which 
supplied it. But in time these aqueducts fell into ruins ; there 
was not the energy, the skill, nor the money to repair them ; 
and the consequence was that the population had to fall back to 
the water, and the houses clustered round the spring, while the 
more commodious site was deserted. 

On a subject of this kind^ where the facts are capable of being 
grouped under some broad generalization, the reader will find no 
lack of interest in the volume before him. It will hardly be ex- 

» Page 74. • Page 80. 
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pected that as mach should be said for that large part of the 
work which is taken up with the minute identification of places 
and the accurate demarcation of provinces and districts ; but this 
too is work which is most indispensable for the historian. And 
the greatest praise is due to Prof. Ramsaj for the clearness and 
firmness with which he has, not pnly fixed the site of cities and 
villages, but also traced the lines of territorial divisions, which 
were constantly changing and being superseded. 

The magnitude of the task will be appreciated when we look at 
the maps by which the volume is accompanied. In the first place, 
it is a pleasure to see that these, which are really worthy of the 
book, are of English execution. And then when they are examined 
it will be seen how much has had to be done. Compare them, for 
instance, with the historical atlases which are most in use, Droysen 
or Spruner, and the face of the country will hardly be recognised. 
Well may Prof. Ramsay say that ** a great part of the map of 
Asia Minor must be revolutionised." ^ " In the case of Galatia, 
Pontus, Lycaonia, eastern Pisidia, and Cappadocia the ancient 
topography is quite unsettled. Only about one in six of the 
ancient cities have been correctly placed on the map." * Even 
Kiepert, to whom a just tribute is. paid, has placed one strategia 
in Cappadocia a hundred miles out of its true position, so that the 
whole topography of Cappadocia is vitiated.* 

This is, of course, assuming that Prof. Bamsay is right, and 
many of the questions which he discusses are no doubt mattera 
of opinion. I can speak with no authority on the point ; but I 
confess that his reasoning, so far as I have followed it, seems to 
be extremely weighty and deserving of the fullest attention. A 
great deal turns upon the estimate of the historical sources. A 
broad line is drawn between Strabo, Hierocles, and the Byzantine 
NotiticB, on the one hand, and the Peutinger Table and Antonine 
Itinerary, on the other. Most recent geographers, notably Dr. 
Konrad Miller, the editor of the Peutinger Table,* have sided 
strongly with the latter. Prof. Bamsay sides as strongly with 
the former. The question will have to be fought out, but I do 
not think an Englishman would do wrong in laying a wager on 
his countryman. He has had the great advantage of testing his 

1 Page 101. • Page 61. » Page 100. 

« Die Weltkarte det Ka$toriw (1888). 
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anthorities on the spot, with the fallest help £1*01x1 inscriptions 
and remains, and with the actual country spread out before him. 

Two qualities stand out conspicuously in Prof. Ramsay's book. 
One is what the phrenologists used to call causcdityj a remarkable 
faculty for putting together cause and effect, for referring facts 
to general laws. In some forms of theorizing Englishmen, as a 
rule, are weak. A German will see six reasons where an English- 
man will only see one ; and a German will give you a choice of 
two or three systems where an Englishman is gaping about for 
any system at all. But that certainly does not apply to Prof. 
Ramsay, or to the class of inquiry that he has undertaken. We 
feel that we are in strong hands; a vigorous judgment, completely 
master of its data, is the impression that is made upon us. 

And another quality as marked is the spirit of veracity by 
which the book is characterized. Perhaps the amount of personal 
explanation is rather large ; but one feels that it proceeds from a 
man, who claims his own, but is rigorously just in giving other 
people what is theirs. There is a refreshing absence of literary 
airs and graces. If the composition of the work bears traces of 
the difficulties under which it was written, that is a small matter. 
A plain, direct, vigorous statement of facts is what the author has 
set before himself. He may not be infallible, but he gives all his 
reasons, not trying by any rhetorical arts to make them seem 
stronger than they are. Every page of the book is workmanlike 
and to the point; it is wholly free from the dilettantism which is 
the bane of so much of oar work. 

I will conclude by mentioning one or two desiderata which 
have struck me in reading the volume. First and foremost, I 
should very much like to see a special chapter on moruuteries. 
There may be some good reason why so little is said, even in- 
cidentally, about these, but I feel sure that wherever it is 
possible to trace the history of monasticism in a country it is 
of great importance. What the centres of commei'ce and of 
government or the military stations are in one aspect of things, 
that the monasteries are in another. For many centuries they 
were the points from which intellectual and spiritual influence 
radiated ; and the connected chain of monasteries marked the 
line for the passage of ideas. When Prof. Ramsay sits down to 
write his promised " Local History " of Asia Minor, I earnestly 
hope that monasteries may play a prominent part in it. 
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Another addition which I should have been very glad to see is 
a map of the middle strip of Phrjgia, which unfortunately just 
escapes inclusion in the maps which are given us. The birth- 
place of Montanism, the home of Avircius, the scene of so much 
on which Prof. Ramsay has thrown light, cannot but have a 
peculiar interest. It is possible that a map of this district may 
have been published in some of the previous articles ; but I have 
not been able to lay my hand upon it, not even in that most 
valuable paper on the " Cities and Bishoprics of Phrygia." Prof. 
Bamsay should remember that in future we shall go to his volume 
in preference to any other authority. 

Lastly, I cannot help wishing that Prof. Ramsay had g^ven us a 
full and complete bibliography of his own writings on the subject 
of Asia Minor. Many of them are scattered over magazines that 
are not easily accessible, and it would be something to know at 
least where to look for them. It would be wrong to use the woi'd 
" disappointment " in face of a work which musfc have cost such 
close and prolonged labour, but it wonld indeed be a boon if Prof. 
Ramsay could some day do what he seems at one time to have 
had the intention of doing in his present book, bring together in a 
single volume the data at present dispersed over many volumes. 

When that was done we should see by what laborious and care- 
fully constructed steps Prof. Ramsay has built up the edifice of 
historical knowledge : how he has begun by laying the foundations 
in a vast collection of topographical observations and epigraphical 
m.aterial ; how he has then, as in the present volume, drawn with 
a masterly hand the inferences from these data, both particular 
and general; and, finally, we should see him, as in the series of 
articles in The Expositor,^ making the waste places of history live 
and blossom for us — showing us how in the north of Phrygia Chris- 
tianity crept up silently among the rustic population of the valley 
of the Tembrogius ; while in the south it spread in broader stream 
over the thriving commercial cities which lined the great high- 
road and the valley of theMsBander; resuscitating forgotten cham- 
pions of the Church, like Avircius and Artemon ; painting for us 
a picti^re such as we had never had before of the higher organi- 
zation of the Phrygiap Church ; and, more recently, drawing from 

» Third series, vol. viii. (1888), pp. 241 ff., 401 ff. ; yol.ix. (1889), pp. 141 ff., 
253 fL, 392 fiE. Fourth series, vol. li. (1890), p. 1 ff. 
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his ti*easares to illustrate the rising of the mob of craftsmen at 
Ephesus. 

The student of the New Testament owes to Prof. Bamsaj and 
his companions, not only the more exact delimitation of the Roman 
provinces and other local divisions in the apostolic age, not only 
the more complete definition of the network of roads which 
St. Paul must have traversed, but the settlement of some of the 
sites which he visited, sucli as Ljstra (Khatyn Serai) and Derbe 
(Zosta).^ The student of ecclesiastical history owes not a few 
interesting pages now written for the first time, and along with, 
these the materials for a firmer grip and a better understanding' 
of the vicissitudes of the Church in Asia Minor throughout the 
successive phases of its existence. 

W. Sakdat. 

^ The proof of the identification in the ease of Lystra and the first sug- 
gestion in the case of Derbe was due to the American traveller Prof. J. B. S. 
Sterrett, who served his apprenticeship with Mr. Bamsay (see pp. 832, 336, 
notes). 



THE DESCENT OF CHRIST INTO HADES. 

A COBBESPOKDENCE BETWEEN PB0FE880B FBANZ 
DELITZ8GH AND PBOFESSOB VON EOFMANN. 

[Profbssob Volek, of Dorpat, has published ^ the remark- 
able series of letters on theological subjects which passed 
between Professors Delitzsch and Yon Hofinann, while they 
were colleagues at Erlangen between 1859 and 1863. The 
letters deal with a wide variety of topics, and the views of 
the writers are often in sharp antagonism ; but the tone 
throughout is one of courtesy and affection. It was the 
wish of Delitzsch that the letters should be published ; 
daring his last illness he revised his own, striking out 
passages which referred to living theologians, and making 
other changes. The letters of Hofmann are left exactly 
as they were written. The most interesting part of the 
volume is that which deals with the descent of Christ 
into Hades, from which we make the following extracts. 
— Editor " Expositor.''] 

Delitzsch to Hofmann. 

OuB theological discussion of yesterday evening is still 
running in my head. I took your Schriftbeweis, and read 
over once again the seventh section of the fifth doctrinal 
division, that which deals with the descensus. Towards the 
end you say : ''We have said nothing as to the state of Jesus 
in death, except that it was a transition for Him into a 

* TheologUche Briefe der Profetsoren Delitzsch und Von Hofmann^ heraut" 
gegeben, bevorwortet und mit RegUtem versehen von D. JVilhelm Volek^ ordent- 
iehen ProfetBor der Theologie an der Univertitdt in Dorpat. (Leipzig, 1891 : 
Hinrioks.) 

VOL. III. ^" 1 6 
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communion with God, which was perfect as regards His 
whole nature. More than this Scripture does not tell us." 
This is a note which is struck more than once in your 
Schriftheweis, and which, I frankly admit, always sounds 
to me discordant ; for when I read that Scripture teaches 
" nothing further " or "nothing at all" as to this or that 
point, I am always sorry, first because it so greatly con- 
tradicts my desire as a man and a Christian ; and, secondly, 
because it is counter to the impression of fulness of teach- 
ing, partly unfolded, partly meant for us to unfold, which 
Scripture always gives me. Our Lord's descent into Hades 
was, in your opinion, neither the lowest point of His 
humiliation nor the turning point of His glorification. 
Both of these you distinctly deny. It was only a transition, 
you think, to His transfiguration, and thus as closely related 
to His death as to His resurrection. But surely, if it was 
equally related to both, it must have been just as much the 
preparation for His resurrection as the completion of His 
death. Did it mean anything at all for Himself? If 
through death our Lord overcame him that had the 
power of death, and brought light and immortality to light 
through His resurrection, how can that which lies between, 
and is not His death itself, but His condition after death, 
have been only a transition and not also, considered in it- 
self, an integral link in the chain of acts which formed the 
complete work of our redemption ? If you reply that Scrip- 
ture tells us nothing on the subject, I will coricede that this 
is so, although such passages as 1 Peter iii. 19 and also 
Ephesians iv. 8-10 (cf. Col. ii. 16) appeai: to me to deal 
with the matter very definitely. If however we grant that 
' these passages tell us no more than Acts ii. 24, still the 
duty is laid upon us as Christian thinkers of attempting, 
in the light which falls from the fact of Christ's death, on 
the one hand, and His resurrection, on the other, upon this 
other fact of His descent into Hades, which lies between 
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these opposite poles, to discover what is the significance of 
the descent into Hades in the work of salvation. It is in 
itself improhable that it was nothing more than the comple- 
ment of His death. It is a transition, but in the sense of a 
7r€pi7r€T€ia, a turning from Biai^; to \vai<;, against which the 
words of Peter in Acts ii. 24, which only give a brief sum- 
mary of events, cannot possibly be urged in disproof. But 
even thus its significance is not exhausted. For the death 
of Christ is also the victory over death, and the resurrection 
is only the triumph. Therefore Christ's descent into Hades 
must have also been His victory over Hades ; and for this 
reason the risen Lord carries the keys of Hades and of 
death, having triumphed over both. 

It is true that the descensus none the less remains one of 
those mysteries of which least has been revealed. The 
remark in my Biblical PsycJwlogy, that 1 Peter iii. 19 was 
" clear as noonday " (a remark for which you reproach me, 
p. 473, and I blame you as little as I did my dear Von 
Zezschwitz in his work on the descensus) only meant that 
this passage is an illustre testimonium that the Lord did 
not enter Hades without proving Himself a conqueror over 
Hades. You understand it dififerently. I do not blame 
you, but I hope you will not charge me in the future as 
worshipping an idle theologumenon in my view of the 
descensus. For on the fact that my Lord and Saviour 
entered Hades I rest my hope that my path will not one 
day descend thither, just as His resurrection is a pledge to 
me that it will ascend to where He, the second David, has 
triumphantly ascended, and where He reigns at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high. 

HOFMANN TO DeLITZSCH. 

i 

You regret that I have nothing further to say as regards 
the state of our Lord in death, than that it was for Him the 
transition to a communion with God the Father, which was 
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perfect as regards His whole nature, and that I should find 
nothing further than this in the teaching of Scripture. This 
goes against your desire both as a man and a Christian, as 
do also similar remarks in other parts of my book, and my 
view is opposed to the impression of fulness of teaching, 
partly unfolded, partly meant for us to unfold, which Scrip- 
ture makes upon you. 

What fact within our knowledge did I set aside in the 
case before us when I used the sentence you mention ? You 
think, above all, that when I say that the state of Jesus in 
death — for it is of that, and not of His descent into Hades, 
that I was writing — was as a transition to His glorification, 
equally related both to His death and to His resurrection, I 
admit more than the sentence you quote would imply. For 
it must have been a preparation for His resurrection, no 
less than the completion of His death. Certainly, in so far 
as His state in death was one into which He had entered by 
dying, like the human beings who had died before Him; and 
in so far, on the other hand, as the peculiar manner in which 
He was laid in the bonds of death (see my remarks on this 
point in my exposition of John xix. 34, 35) made His resur- 
rection to a life of glory possible, and was indeed an intro- 
duction to it. Perhaps some minds may have a clearer idea 
or conception of the state of our Lord in death than I have 
attained. But do they gain any new material, any new 
knowledge, for faith to feed on ? I scarcely think so. If I 
were writing a system of dogma, I should probably attempt 
to gain clearer views of the state of our Lord in death ; bat 
I should keep my conclusions strictly separate from the true 
material of a dogmatic system. To this belong only those 
facts of the history of redemption which, if proved false, 
would destroy the very foundations of my trust that through 
Christ I shall enter into loving fellowship with God. 

Or must I discuss with you that which you do not find 
expressly considered in my writings as to the state of Christ 
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in death ? You seem to think so, since you write that, if 
through death our Lord overcame him that had the power 
of death, and by His resurrection brought life and immor- 
tality to light, all that lay between must form an integral 
link in the chain of acts by which our salvation was 
secured. If this means that the Lord's state of death was 
for vs {inrep fjfjL&v), just as certainly as His death and resur- 
rection, I of course agree with you. Only I do not find that 
any independent redemptive dbt took place during the time 
He remained in death, such as those of His death and His 
resurrection. That He did not only die, but entered into 
the state of all those who had departed this life from Adam 
onwards, and again that in this state of death He saw no 
corruption, but was reserved for His resurrection to a life of 
glory, — this has to do with my salvation, and my assurance 
of it. You think differently on this point. Speaking not 
of the state of Christ in death, but of His descent into 
Hades, you call the latter first of all the turning from Seo-t? 
to Xi}<rt9, and, secondly. His victory over Hades, as His 
death was the victory over death. I deny your first point, 
because the descent into Sheol was nothing more than His 
entrance into the company of those who were already dead ; 
and you have no authority for taking Acts ii. 24 to mean 
more than that Jesus was in the bonds of death until, at 
His resurrection, the state of bondage in which death had 
not been able to hold Him came to an end. The sense of 
Eomans x. 7 is just the same ; for there the descent eU ttjv 
afivaa-ov, to bring Christ up from the dead, is placed in such 
a connexion with the ascent ei? rbv ovpavov, to bring Him 
down from thence, that it is evident we may say with equal 
truth, He was in Sheol or in a state of death, and His com- 
ing out of Sheol is just as much one with His resurrection 
from death to a life of glory as His coming from heaven is 
one with His entrance into the life of the flesh. Against 
your other point, that the descent of Jesus into Hades was 
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His victory over Hades, in the same way in which His death 
was His victory over death, I have nothing to object, if your 
meaning is that which the comparison implies. The con- 
nexion is the same as when we say that His incarnation is 
our redemption. As we should not have been redeemed if 
the incarnate Lord had not died, we should be still in our 
sins and a prey to death and Hades if He had not risen. 
His entrance into Hades is the victory over Hades, because 
He enters as one who is about to rise, and whom the 
Father therefore preserves against the power of death and 
against corruption. Because He was dead, and is alive, 
He calls Himself (Eev. i. 18) the holder of the keys of death 
and of Hades, and not because, after He had become alive. 
He entered into Hades. 

I cannot therefore see what I lose in respect of the facts 
on which faith rests in comparison with those who, like 
you, maintain a descent -of our Lord into Hades which was 
different from His entrance into the state of death. But 
have I overlooked any teaching which Scripture offers ? I 
do not think so. I set aside Colossians ii. 15, because I do 
not see that it has anything to do with the matter in hand. 
I do not see that Ephesians iv. 5-10 is relevant either ; if, 
however, we are to understand Kari^r} eU rd Karcorepa fiiprj 
T?;9 7?}9, not of the descent of Christ from heaven to earth, 
but of His descent into Sheol, still the passage has nothing 
to do with the point in dispute, and certainly does not 
imply that the descent referred to was different from His 
entrance into a state of death. 1 Peter iii. 19 remains; 
and as regards that passage, I will wait until those who 
think they see in it a reference to the descent into Hades 
have discovered an explanation of Krjpvaaeiv which would 
not be contrary to the aiialogia fidei. I wait all the more 
calmly, because I consider there is quite as much to be 
said for my own interpretation, so far as language and 
connexion are concerned, as for the other. 
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Where then is the full scriptural teaching which I over- 
look ? I recognise the wisdom of Him who gave us the 
Bible in its silence on all matters which it is not needful 
for our salvation, or for our understanding of the ground on 
which our salvation rests, that we should know. The /^ucr- 
Ti]piov T^9 €va-€^€La<; is indeed great, and its greatness con- 
sists precisely in this, that it is the fivarrfpiov tt)^ evae^eia^. 

Dblitzsch to Hofmann. 

As we have begun to discuss the dogma of the descensris 
Christi ad inferos^ it seems to me that, in view of the 
importance of this doctrine, we should not break off our 
discussion too soon. Permit me then to lay before you my 
conviction on the subject in brief and aphoristic form, as 
I have only a short hour of leisure this evening for writing. 

Heaven is the place in which God reveals Himself in the 
unveiled glory of love. All through the Old Testament 
writings He manifests Himself there to supernatural beings 
only. Heaven is entirely empty of human beings, except 
that perhaps a seer in his ecstasy may be borne thither 
for a moment. 

How different is the case in the New Testament ! The 
apocalyptic seer beholds a countless multitude of blessed 
human beings before the throne. The resurrection has not 
yet taken place : but those who have died in the Lord are 
already seen in heaven as spirits, and as spirits in a state 
of perfection. There is even now a heavenly ecclesia 
triumphans. It is the body of those who have passed 
away in Christ which remains in a state of death, not their 
spirit, or (what is essentially the same) their soul. 

In the Old Testament body and soul returned to the 
earth, and both were bound with the bonds of death. In 
the New Testament, on the other hand, the body is indeed 
laid in the earth, but the soul takes its flight towards 
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heaven. That the soul of one who here on earth has 
passed from death to life should, after its separation from 
the body, continue in a state of death is, no matter how 
pleasant we may imagine that state to be, contrary to the 
teaching of Scripture. The body alone has as yet no share 
in everlasting life, but the soul enjoys the treasure which 
here below it carried in an earthen vessel. 

The total transformation of the final state of humanity 
is the work of the Eedeemer. He died that He might 
indeed overcome the prince of death. The state of be- 
lievers after death stands in closest relation to the state of 
the dead Christ Himself. The words of Peter (Acts ii. 24), 
that God raised Him up, \uaa^ Ta9 tljSiva^ rov Oavdrov, do not 
mean that the Lord continued in the pains or in the bonds 
of death up till the moment of His resurrection. How 
could that agree with His own words, " To-day shalt thou 
be with Me in paradise"? In paradise there can be no 
suffering of the pains of death, for it is the place of the 
blessed, although not heaven in the meaning we have given 
it above. 

The resurrection of our Lord was the loosing of the 
bonds of death only as far as His body was concerned, 
although even His body had not seen corruption. But to 
His spirit or soul there happened that which has made it 
possible for us to live the life of blessed spirits between our 
death and resurrection. His spirit was at once snatched 
away from death, so that He descended into Hades, not as 
a dead, but as a living spirit, while yet His body rested in 
the grave, waiting for its resurrection. Hades had no power 
over Him. He tasted death, but not beyond the ''it is 
finished." If He had tasted more deeply, His body must 
have seen corruption, like that of Lazarus. He was a prey 
to DTVO in the sense of b^lkp (Hades) just as little as He. 

• 

was a prey to T^r^ in the sense of TVnp (corruption). The 
words of David in Psalm xvi. 10 were fulfilled in Him in 
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the very sense in which they were meant by David. God 
did not leave His soul in Hades. Bat He descended into 
Hades, because His way to heaven of necessity led through 
the realm of Hades. Everywhere He established the new, 
while He fulfilled the old. And between His death and 
His resurrection He was in the state of one who, although 
He had not risen, was yet alive, that in all things He might 
have the pre-eminence. His descent into hell ended the 
reign of Hades for us, and created the blessed state ot 
irvevfiaTa BcKaitov reTekeKOfievcov, just as His resurrection 
is the foundation and the pledge of ours. 

These remarks, which express my firm conviction, founded 
as I believe on Scripture, are only meant to give you an 
opportunity of expressing your views on matters in regard 
to which your position is not quite clear to me. To speak 
frankly, you appear to me to favour the view that our state 
after death is a kind of soul-sleep, and your teaching as 
to our Lord's descent into Hades seems to correspond 
with this. I should like to know how far you have been 
influenced in your views of the intermediate state by the 
glimpses given in the Apocalypse of heaven ; in other words, 
whether we are agreed, that even now, when the resurrec- 
tion is still in the future, there is in heaven a triumphant 
Church of blessed spirits, who not only rest under the 
wings of love, but are in fully conscious, active communion 
with the Lord and one another. 

Do not be too brief in your reply to this, so that my 
doubts may be removed. 

P.S. — Before sending you my letter this morning, permit 
me to remark, that those who have fallen asleep in faith 
may be called vexpot, but, so to speak, per zeugvia, because 
their body still awaits its resurrection. In the body they 
are dead, but in the spirit they live. Their spirits are be- 
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fore the throne, arid serving God in His temple. There is 
no wilderness for our spirits between Egypt and Canaan. 
The words of the psalmist (cxv. 17) are no longer true in 
the New Testament in their original meaning, because 
our Lord descended into Hades, thus taking the first step 
towards His resurrection. 

HOFMANN TO DeLITZSCH. 

I AM afraid we shall not come to an agreement on the 
subject of our Lord's descent into hell. I cannot conceive it 
to mean anything else than that our Lord rh^^ TT^, which 
bears the same relation to the "descent" of those who 
died before Him, as His death bears to theirs. But you 
speak of Christ's descent as the first step to His 'resurrec- 
tion; and of such a descent, which would be something 
altogether different from that of those who died before 
Him, I can find no trace in Scripture, nor can I understand 
hpw He could have died, and yet in dying not have entered 
into Sheol. 

You escape from St. Peter's words (Acts ii. 24), which I 
quoted against your view, by asserting that if they imply 
that our Lord remained in the bonds of death until His 
resurrection, they would not accord with the promise He 
gave to the penitent thief. Allow me to point out, that, if 
this were so, the words would have no meaning at all. For 
the arifiepov of the promise would altogether exclude the 
idea of being bound in the bonds of death. The loosing 
of the bonds must in that case have taken place at the very 
moment when they were laid upon Him, and the word 
KpaT€ia6ai would be used in the sense of seizing, and not 
of holding fast. But how am I to understand your own 
opinion? After saying, that St. Peter's words cannot be 
taken to mean that our Lord continued in the bonds of 
death until His resurrection, you go on to remark, that His 
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resurrection was the loosing of these bonds, although only 
" as far as the body was concerned." If this is so, why 
might not St. Peter have meant that our Lord continued in 
the bonds of death until His resurrection, Le, '' as far as 
the body was concerned " ? 

You think then that Christ was in the bonds of death in 
the body only. His state after death would, according to 
this view, be a state of the body only, and He would not 
have died in the same sense in which other men die, 
whether those who fell asleep in faith before or after Him. 
For of the latter also we read, in Eevelation xx. 4, that their 
souls become alive at the resurrection. These are the same 
souls that cry, " How long! " under the heavenly altar of 
burnt-oflfering (Eev. vi. 9). 

As to whether I hold that those who have died in Christ 
are in a kind of soul-sleep, I need only point you to vol. 
iii., p. 182, of my Schriftbeweis. But my teaching with 
regard to the " descent into hell " has nothing to do with 
any opinion as to our state after death, but is founded, as I 
believe, on Holy Scripture, and is in strict correspondence 
with my conception of the history of oui Lord Himself. I 
prefer accordingly to keep to the fact itself, without digress- 
ing to the question of our state after death. 

I find that the Bible teaches that Christ, after He had 
become alive, whether with or without a body, descended 
into Hades. You however maintain that His spirit was 
delivered from death at the very moment of His dissolution, 
and that thus He entered Hades as a living being ; He. did 
not taste of death beyond the '* it is finished,'' and was 
alive between His death and His resurrection. Do the 
words airidavev xai e^rjaev (Rom. xiv. 9) then represent two 
facts which occurred at the same moment ? in His death 
did He pass into a state of life, by means of which His 
body also arose? Or do the words of Revelation ii. 8, 
&9 iyivero v€Kp6<;, xal e^rjaev, mean, ** He died in the body, 
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but was alive in the spirit"? Or are we to understand 
e^rjaev in both cases as referring only to the resurrection 
of His body ? If this is so, I wonder why Scripture always 
speaks only of the death and resurrection of our Lord, and 
ignores altogether the fact which is incomparably more 
important than His resurrection, viz. His becoming alive 
immediately after death. I should have thought that our 
Lord's work involved His entering into the same state after 
death into which our sin had delivered us, only that, as I 
said in a former letter, He was reserved for His resurrec- 
tion, which implied a distinction of state not only for His 
soul, but also for His body. Setting aside this distinction, 
I imagine that the state of Jesus Christ in death was like 
that of the beggar Lazarus. What Abraham and Abraham's 
bosom were to Lazarus, that Christ was to the penitent 
thief; with Him he finds himself in paradise, although 
he is in the company of the dead, not only as regards the 
body, but as regards the soul. If Lazarus could be in 
Abraham's bosom and at the same time in the bonds of 
death, the place where Jesus was might be the place of the 
tree of life, although He also was in the bonds of death. 
For, as I said, His state in death bore an equal relation to 
His dying and to His rising again, without necessarily 
being on that account a death of the body and a life of the 
soul. 

For the rest I refer you to my former letter, which you 
have not yet answered. 

Delitzsch to Hofmann. 

You remind me of the letter you sent me before the last. 
I did not answer it, because I do not wish to carry on one 
campaign after another with you. If I understand your 
character rightly, you are not one to be driven from your 
position by the arguments of an opponent. But your 
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opponent's ideas lie hidden in your mind like seeds, and if 
you were to revise your system, you would accept much 
that you formerly denied. I am therefore content to be the 
sower, and not to strive after victory in a duel with you. 

Still, ^if you like, I am quite willing to return to your 
previous letter. In any case, we cannot yet pass from 
the consideration of these matters to others. They are 
infinitely important in themselves, and the discussion of 
them occupies no less than three not inconsiderable portions 
of the three volumes of your work. 

First of all, let me say a word as to that which you 
yourself admit to be an important distinction in our way 
of looking at the words of Scripture. To come back to this 
general point once more is for me a necessity of the heart, 
and appears even a sacred duty. You draw a radical dis- 
tinction between the assumptions of Scripture teaching and 
the conclusions which are drawn from it, and Scripture 
teaching itself. I utterly disapprove of this distinction. 
It rests on scientific, but not on biblical grounds. For as 
Scripture, according to 2 Timothy iii. 16, is profitable in 
all its parts irpb^ SiSaatcaKiav, it must be instructive in 
every part and provide material for instruction. But you 
make it your business to narrow the instructive material, 
and to represent that which lies on the one side and on the 
other as extra-biblical current assumption or self-evident 
deduction. Is it only my feelings, or is it Christian sense 
and Christian conscience, which this method wounds ? 

In all three portions of your Schriftbeweis you begin 
by making a tabula rasa of all that might be called Scrip- 
ture teaching on the points concerned. 

In vol. i., p. 490, where you go on to consider the subject 
of our state after death, you begin by saying, '' Little as 
Scripture teaches us about what it is to die, it teaches no 
more about the state after death." My whole mind revolts 
against this assertion. For I know without Scripture what 
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is the outward appearance of death, bat of its nature I 
know nothing except from the Scripture. And as to the 
condition which awaits the man who dies out of Christ, and 
which awaited those who died before Him, I should know 
absolutely nothing definite, were it not that Scripture 
taught me. The idea of Hades does indeed exist as a 
popular notion outside the range of the Bible, but I should 
have no assurance that this idea is not a delusion, were it 
not that Scripture taught me. The Bible teaches even 
where it only assumes and deduces. It teaches both where 
it confirms that which could be learned without it, and 
where it draws conclusions &om its own premisses. 

In vol. ii., p. 473, you strike the same note, and assert 
that Scripture contains no doctrine as to the descent of 
Christ into Hades. From the fact that the Lord died, and 
rose again on the third day, we may indeed conclude that 
in the meantime He was in a state of death. But should 
we know without Scripture how to conceive of this state 
of death ? I mean (because I am now setting aside our 
difference of view) that He was ev rfj tcapSla ri)? 7>}?, i.«. in 
Hades, but that notwithstanding this He was in paradise. 
Further, should we know without Scripture that He did 
not enter into the company of the dead, without producing 
an effect upon them, and what this effect was? I refer 
to your remark on p. 492 : that the opening of the way out 
of death, which was proclaimed by the earthquake which 
rent the rocks and opened graves, was accompanied by 
the actual resurrection of certain holy men. 

In all this Scripture teaches that in the time between His 
death and His resurrection Jesus was not (as one might be 
tempted to gather from a onesided view of Luke xxiii. 43) 
caught away in spirit to God in heaven, but was in the 
kingdom of death, yet not without signs of His living 
power, which proclaimed Him the conqueror of Hades. 
From your own argument in the Schriftbeweis, although 
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the existing doctrinal material is greatly reduced in volume, 
it follows that, even for you, Scripture teaches much more 
than is contained in the colourless sentence with which you 
hegin on p. 473. That sentence gains colour and definite- 
ness from the passages of Scripture which you then exa- 
mine. Supposing however that, even without the witness 
of Scripture, you could draw these conclusions for your- 
self, every one has not skill for such a gnosis. Scripture 
unfolds its premisses for the vrjirLoi^ and this unfolding 
teaches us truths which, rightly considered, extend far 
beyond anything we could gather for ourselves. 

In vol. iii., p. 462, we have the old assertion : no teach- 
ing as to the state of those who have died in Christ. And 
at the close of this section you explain (p. 488) : 

" All that we find to have any bearing on this matter is mere self- 
evident deduction from the spiritual fact of the new birth and the 
historical fact of the second coming of Christ in its connexion with the 
natural event of death ; and the entire distinction between the state of 
Old and New Testament believers after death, which has come before 
us in the passages expounded, rests solely on the fact that the New 
Testament believers enjoy a communion with Grod which is really a 
communion with the Man Jesus Christ, who has passed through death 
to God and has been glorified by His resurrection." 

I know, dear friend, your deep reverence for the word of 
God, but I could not blame any one not so well acquainted 
with you who should think the word " self-evident *' showed 
a lack of that humility we owe to the word of God, and of 
the decorum we should maintain in dealing with it. In 
one of your former letters you said, that all those facts 
which we believe have become known to us by the evidence 
of Scripture. It is not otherwise with that fact which you 
call " self-evident." The enlightened understanding recog- 
nises indeed that it must necessarily follow from the great 
principles of redemptive work. But Scripture itself draws 
the deduction, and in doing so gives us doctrinal teaching 
no less than when it reveals the great principles themselves. 
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All the more does it teach ns when it reveals the state 
of New Testament believers after death, not merely in 
general, but in many side-circmnstances which we may not 
gather into the general idea. What will be the place in 
which the departed spirits and sonls abide under the pro- 
tection of the commmiion of Christ? Will their state 
resemble slumber ? or will they be folly conscious and active 
both towards God and towards other holy beings. How 
will they find temporary compensation for the body which 
is yet wanting to them? Will they remember their life 
on earth ? Do they know of the events which transpire in 
the world ? All these questions Scripture answers ; and in 
the answer gives us teaching which we should receive all 
the more gratefully, because we now possess a much more 
certain knowledge of those matters which it concerns us to 
know, than if the answer were left to be discovered by our 
own understanding, which, even when enlightened, is still 
only too capable of error. And in all cases where the 
things of the world to come are mentioned under earthly 
forms (as, e.g.y Matthew zxvi. 29), or are presented to the 
view (as, e.g.^ Eevelation v. 11), I find disclosures which, 
although it is impossible for us to translate them into the 
super-sensual, may still be viewed as object-lessons, which 
tell us more than the keenest abstractions of our discursive 
thinking. For John, the greatest seer, is in truth also the 
greatest theologian. 

I am aware that the danger peculiar to my disposition 
is to find more taught in Scripture than it actually teaches, 
although I take pains carefully to separate my own pos- 
sibly erroneous ideas from the definite points of departure 
laid down in Scripture. But in your whole work you are 
flying away from doctrine ; and since you strive to bring the 
actual teaching of the Bible on the same level with your 
whole doctrinal system, many a solid piece of scriptural 
instruction falls a prey to your constantly renewed genera- 
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lizations. For instance, the whole hierarchia ccelestis-^ 
archangels, seraphim, cherubim, etc. — are gathered up by 
you into the general conception of a multiplicity of spirits 
which work in the manifold powers of the corporeal world ; 
while I, when I hear the apostle distinguish between 
0776X0*, apxai, SvvdfjL€L^, etc., gather, in spite of my inca- 
pacity to understand these lofty matters, that there must 
be graded classes of these heavenly spirits. And in all your 
writings you have such a tone of certainty, that it almost 
seems as if you thought it impossible that you might be 
wrong. I know that this certainty is the natural accom- 
paniment of your keenness of insight, the results of which 
I admire in the immense extent of the ground you cover. 
But, apart from the fact of salvation, of which our own 
experience is a pledge and guarantee, we know only in part, 
and even your keenness sees only SC iaoirrpov iv aiviyfjuiTi ; 
and for this reason an admixture of scepticism, as I venture 
to think, would only serve to increase its value. 



I draw a line here, for, instead of sending you the above 
as a separate letter, my criticism is going to hold you 
still longer. I know, even apart from this interchange of 
letters, that, along with that self-assurance which seems to 
me excessive, you have the gift of patiently enduring sharp 
opposition ; and from this it is clear, that your concern is 
for truth, and not for the fulfilment of your own opinions. 
In the letter before your last you say :" It is on your own 
responsibility that you make Acts ii. 24 mean anything 
more than that Jesus was in the bonds of death until, at 
His resurrection, the bonds with which death had not been 
able to hold Him were loosed." I answer, first, by referring 
to your own perfectly correct remark in vol. iii., p. 482, 
of your Schriftbeweis : " According as the state of one 
who has died in Christ is considered in one or other con- 

VOL. ni. 17 



258 THE DESCENT OF CHRIST INTO HADES. 

nexion (i.e. the spiritual or bodily) we find it distinguished 
as a state of life or death. The dead man is both with 
Christ in heaven and with the dead in Hades, as a disem- 
bodied ego with Christ, while his body remains in the 
kingdom of death.'* If I apply this to Christ, St. Peter's 
words, that God raised Him up, having loosed the bonds 
of death, are fully explained, by the assumption that, until 
His resurrection, He was in the bonds of death in the body, 
though not in the spirit. 

I am quite willing to take upon myself the responsibility 
of thus limiting the sense of Acts ii. 24 (even in connexion 
with the quotation from the Psalms in ver. 27), for I am 
under the protection of an even more definite statement 
of St. Peter ; viz. 1 Peter iii. 18-20. In proceeding to dis- 
cuss this passage, I cannot conceal my pleasure, that your 
argument in the Schriftheweis brings to light a great deal 
more scriptural teaching with reference to the KaTd^aa-i<i 
€i9 aBov, than your doctrine of the transitional character 
of the state of Christ in death might lead one to expect. 
For when you repeat these words of the creed in public 
worship every Sunday, ** He descended into hell," the 
bcTiedictus of pp. 489 and 491 of your work may come to 
mind in connexion with them : " Praise be to Him who 
through His descent turned Abraham's bosom into para- 
dise, and in the midst of death revealed Himself to the dead 
as the Prince of life ! " Belying on Luke xxiii. 43 and 
Matthew xxvii. 51--58, you also admit that Jesus did not 
enter Hades without effecting a change in Hades, and 
exercising His life-giving power upon the dead. I seem 
indeed to bring your inmost thoughts to light when I say, 
" The descent of the Eedeemer made His exit from death 
possible ; His resurrection made it actual ; both together 
revealed it to the world." 

When I consider how far we are agreed, I cannot share the 
hopeless view which is expressed at the beginning of your 
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last letter on this subject. In my judgment, the general 
root-idea of 1 Peter iii. 18-20, if we understand the passage 
as referring to the descent of the incarnate Lord, contains 
nothing to which you can object. I venture to go even 
farther. If you could see your way to accept this passage 
as referring to the descent into Hades, you and I would be 
in a closer agreement than I have been able to form with 
Wiesinger, Von Zezschwitz, and Von Ofctingen. For I cannot 
accept the Lutheran view — opposed to the Boman Catholic 
on this matter, — although it has the authority of Thomasius, 
and was sanctioned by an anathema of the Council of Con- 
stantinople in 381 ; viz. that the redtcctio animce et corporis 
preceded the descensus^ and that we should thus distinguish 
between two descensus^ one being the natural consequence 
of death, and the other the prelude of resurrection. I prefer 
to adopt the view which obtains in the Greek Church, 
according to which the spirit (or soul) of Christ, personally 
united as it was with the Divine nature, is considered as 
the subject of descensus^ and I agree with your remark on 
p. 474 : " The words which follow eV ^ iropevOeU i/cijpv^ev 
refer to a preaching on the part of Christ in which He used 
the medium of spirit rather than of flesh ; and we are not 
told that He went and preached in the state which is 
indicated by the words ^oDOTrotrjOeU frpevfAari,'* I also quite 
agree with your preceding remark, on the antithesis 6ava» 
Tw^el? fi€v aapxi ^axyiroiffdeh 9i 7rv€VfiaTt ; namely, that 
the life He had resumed, and which was now held under 
spiritual conditions, must be understood as belonging to the 
entire Man Jesus, both as regards His body and His soul. 
The fwo-TToti/crt? which the apostle means would thus be 
one and the same with eyepai^ and avdaraaif;, I maintain 
only that our Lord, having descended into Hades, mani- 
fested Himself iv irvevfiaTi to the spirits in prison, and that 
(in Glider's words) this spiritual (not yet bodily) self-mani- 
festation is a point of special importance in the perfecting 
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process by which the Divine-human person of Christ 
attained the form of the a&^ia t^? 86^179 which alone was 
adequate for it. For I admit that you are right, in thinking 
that iv w relates more nearly to iKtjpv^ev than to iropevSel^, 
since the words are not 7rpo9 ra iv (jyvXaKrj irvevfiara, but 
Tot? ev (f)v\aKfj irvevfiaaiv. This iropevOei^, i.e. evidently e/9 
. ahov, is equivalent to Kara^a^ ek aSov, and (as Thomasius 
ha3 shown) the antithesis to TropevOeU eh ovpavov (ver. 22) ; 
for aBrjf; {(pvXaKij) and ovpavov are polaric opposites. 

You still maintain however that the apostle is speaking 
of Christ's preaching before His incarnation to the race that 
perished in the flood. In recommendation of this view it 
must certainly be granted that you do not hold it alone, 
for Wiesinger quotes a long list of expositors (p. 228) who 
maintained it also. And the problem as to why it was 
precisely the generation that perished in the flood that 
heard the preaching in Hades is solved by this theory 
simply because it is set aside altogether. That is the very 
purpose of the interpretation. It does not take the text of 
Scripture frankly as it stands. It cuts the knot ; but the ^ 
solution is altogether incredible, whether we consider the 
language or the subject matter. 

When the apostle says, " Christ went and preached 
unto the spirits in prison," he means (unless we suppose 
that he makes use of language to conceal, rather than to 
explain his thought) (1) that Christ went to the abode of 
these spirits; and (2) that He preached to them on that 
very spot. And when he adds direid^aaal nrore ore, k,t,\., he 
describes these spirits more minutely, telling the cause of 
their imprisonment and the motive of the preaching that 
was addressed to them. The word irore places their dis- 
obedience in a past lying on the other side of the eKripv^ev : 
" the spirits in prison which in time past were disobedient," 
etc. It is true that eicripv^ev ai^eiOriaaai, taken by itself> 
might mean, " He preached, but they did not obey " ; but 



THE DESCENT OF CHRIST INTO HADES. 261 



the TTOTe makes it impossible to assame that the preaching 
and the refusal to obey occurred at the same time, in which 
case the word would have been rore. The aorist participle 
undoubtedly takes a past-perfect meaning from the word 

TTOTe. 

But if we look at the sense of the passage, it is equally 
impossible to consider the preaching as having been '* a 
message of Christ during the 120 years of grace to the 
generation of the flood." Preaching is a personal action. 
But Jesus Christ is pre-existent in Old Testament history 
only in Jehovah the God of redemption, whose purpose it 
is to become incarnate, and in the angel of Jehovah, who, 
as a manifestation of God, is Himself a pre-revelation of 
the incarnation. This is the explanation of such sayings as 
that Isaiah saw Jesus Christ (chap. vi.)» that the spirit of 
Christ was in the prophets ; that Moses chose the shame 
of Christ rather than the treasures of Egypt ; that Christ 
was the rock which followed Israel : for the rock, out of 
which Israel drank in the first and again in the fortieth year 
after the exodus, was, spiritually interpreted, the presence 
of the God of salvation, who is in truth IKIltfl n^l^i (]:^\k). 
You and I agree that Christ was not otherwise pre-existent 
in Old Testament history than in Jehovah, who had the 
incarnation already in view. Granting this, the interpre- 
tation that Christ, who was put to cfeath in the flesh, but 
raised in the spirit, went in the spirit and preached to the 
spirits of those men who were alive in Noah's time, but 
who are now in prison, appears to me altogether unwarran- 
table. In the first place, it is strange that Christ should 
have been the subject of preaching which warned them of 
the impending judgment, but had no connexion with God's 
plan of salvation which was fulfilled in the future life of 
Christ. Next, Genesis vi. throws no light on the Christo- 
logical idea of the apostle, is contrary to the universal 
rule, when Old Testament facts and sayings are referred 
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to Christ; there is not even a reference to a descent of 
Jehovah, which might explain Tro/oey^etV. In the third place, 
we might have expected that in this mention of the preach- 
ing as the act of Christ, the human instrument would have 
been named ; but, as if in direct defiance of this interpre- 
tation, Noah is only incidentally alluded to in ver. 20. And, 
lastly, the prophetic preaching of the Old Testament might 
be cited as that of the irvevfia Xpt^arov witnessing to itself ; 
but why the apostle should have gone so far as to look 
upon this Noachic preaching as the pfersonal action of Christ 
€v irvevfiaTi is to my mind quite incomprehensible. 

The question now arises, What was the nature of the 
preaching of Christ in Hades? Von Ottingen gives an 
answer to this question in his treatise De Peccato in Spiri- 
turn Sanctum, which is perhaps the wisest word he has 
said in this connexion : ** Christus Krjpvaamv non potest nisi 
se'ipsum praBdicare." There is here, so far as I see, no 
risking of the analogia fidei ; for the reference is to men 
who died before Christ, and for whom, so far as they were 
capable of receiving salvation, the self-revelation of Christ 
in Hades did exactly the same thing that great deed of 
the resurrection of all who have fallen asleep in Christ does 
(according to a fine passage in Weissagung tmd Erfiillung) 
for the other great multitude of the dead. 

The further question occurs. Why was it precisely the 
generation of the flood to whom Christ preached ? I believe 
that you could answer this ^question better than I, if you 
would only seriously attempt to deal with it ; for you are a 
master in the art of discovering and stating with precision 
the connexion of the chain of ideas. The apostle, as it 
seems to me, passes from discussing the Christian duty of 
willingness to confess and to suffer to Bpeok of Christ, the 
great pattern of both. He points to Him who suffered the 
just for the unjust, and who did not neglect to preach, i.e. 
bear witness of Himself, even to the race who for their 
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stubborn disobedience perished in the flood ; to Him who, 
after suffering death and descending into Hades, entered as 
the risen God-Man on a Hfe of Divine glory in heaven, 
transcending even that of the angels. It seems to me that 
some such answer to the question why the generation of the 
flood, to which he refers elsewhere in his epistle, should be 
specially mentioned here. But even granting that these 
two questions must remain as insoluble riddles, to my mind 
there can be no doubt whatever that, to the mind of a 
candid expositor, the apostle's words can refer only to a 
proclamation of Himself made by Christ in the intermediate 
state, in Hades, and before His resurrection. In vers. 
18-22 the apostle passes in review all the phases of the 
existence of our Lord, from His passion to His throne. 
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THE BLADE OF GBASS. 

'* He will pass away like the blade of grass ; for the sun arose with a scorching 
wind, and withered up the grass, and the flower thereof fell off, and the grace 
of its form perished. So also fhall the rich man be blighted in his ways." — 
Jaues i. 10, 11. 

St. James plays the fabulist, or historian, in these verses, 
and narrates the sad end of a certain blade of grass. He 
warns the rich man that he will fade and perish like this 
blade of grass ; and in the Greek, throughout the warning, 
he uses the historical tense, the past tense. His words 
should be rendered "the sun arose and scorched up the 
grass," not "the sun rises and scorches up the grass"; 
"the flower thereof /eZZ oflf/* not falls oflf" ; and "the grace 
of its form perished/' not *' perishes.'* Obviously he is 
narrating a past event ; he is telling the story of a certain 
famous blade of grass, which grew, flourished, and withered 
away, long before he wrote. 

In whose field then did this grass grow ? All the com- 
mentators reply, "In that of the prophet Isaiah." St. 
James is here falling back on Old Testament words which 
would be familiar to the Jews for whom he wrote, words 
which his story would be sure to recall to their minds, 
though they may not immediately recall them to ours. So 
that before we can fully enter into the apostle's meaning 
we must consider the words of the prophet. In short, our 
subject naturally divides itself into (1) the Story of the 
Blade of Grass, and (2) the Moral of that Story. 

1. The Story of the Blade of Grass, . In Isaiah xl. 6-8, 
we find these words : "All flesh is grass, and all the good- 
liness thereof as the flower of the field. Grass withers, 
flowers fade, when the breath of the Lord bloweth on them. 
Surely the people are grass. Grass withers, flowers fade ; 
' but the word of our God will stand for ever." 

Now we can hardly listen to these words without be- 
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coming conscious of a certain tender beauty in them. It 
is not simply that their leading thought, the transitoriness 
of human life, is in itself a most pathetic thought ; but the . 
words seem to set themselves to a plaintive music, and 
the refrain, -** Grass withers, flowers fade,*' goes singing 
through our brain in mournful numbers, quickening pathetic 
memories of beauty blighted, wounded affection, "the 
tender grace of days that are dead," the bright but broken 
promise of defeated hopes, the clear, happy dawn of lives 
soon clouded in disastrous eclipse or quenched in the dark- 
ness of death. As we listen to the prophet, imagination 
stirs and works ; we see the broad, pleasant field bathed in 
sunlight, fanned with sweet airs, thick with verdant grass, 
gay with the purely tinted, fragrant wild flowers which 
clothe the grass as with the robes of a king ; and then we 
feel the fierce, hot blast sweep across the field, under whose 
breath the grass withers, the bright flowers fade, and all 
that teeming life, all that exquisite and varied beauty, is 
swallowed up of death. Who does not feel at times that 
that is a true picture of human life? Who does not feel 
that the very moment we detach ourselves from the throng 
and lift our thoughts to the height from which alone it can 
be truly seen, how brief our life is, how frail, how transitory ; 
that the generations of men rise, and fall, and pass away, 
jnst as the grass springs and withers, just as the flowers 
bloom and fade? And remembering how, in this field, 
every separate blade of grass and every fragile flower has 
its own little world of hopes and fears, joys and pains, who 
can fail to be saddened as he beholds them withered by a 
breath, their early promise unfulfilled, their goodliness not 
ripening to its maturity ? 

Touching and beautiful in themselves, as an exquisite 
expression of a most pathetic fact, these words take new 
force so soon as we connect them with the circumstances 
iii and for which they were spoken. The prophet Isaiah, 
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whose main duty hitherto had been to denounce the judg- 
ments of God on the sins of Israel, to foretell that bitter 
captivity in Babylon which seemed to strike a fatal blow at 
all the Hebrew hopes, now receives a new series of visions, 
a new and happier duty. The eternal Spirit carries him on 
to that distant point of time at which the Jews shall have 
reached the term of their captivity, and will start on their 
return across the sands and the rocky defiles of the inter- 
vening '* desert" to their native land. He is to "speak 
comfortably" to them, to assure them that their iniquity 
is pardoned, their sin put away, that the years of their 
bondage are told and gone. As the prophet broods over 
the vision with a joy too deep for words, the silence is 
abruptly broken as by the voice of a trumpet — *' Hark ! 
a herald ! " In the herald he recognises the servant and 
ambassador of the great King. Another message of com- 
fort has come to him from heaven. And the message, 
delivered in the curt, imperative tones of the herald, is : 
"Prepare ye a way for Jehovah in the wilderness; make 
smooth in the desert a highway for our God. Let every 
valley be raised, and every mountain be levelled; and let 
the rough places be made smooth, and the rockledges a 
plain ; and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
flesh see it." This divine proclamation teaches the prophet 
to look for the return of the exiled Jews under the form 
of a royal progress. The great King, followed by His 
hosts, is about to cross the wilderness which lies between 
Babylon and Jerusalem. To prepare the way before Him 
and them, the valleys must be filled up, the rough, diflficult 
gorges must be made smooth, rocks and hills be levelled 
with the plain. When the royal highway is ready, the 
King will come, His subjects in His train, and there shall 
be so wonderful a display of the divine Majesty and Grace 
that *^ all flesh shall see it," even to the ends of the earth. 
In other words, whatever hindered, or threatened to hinder, 
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the emancipation and return of the Jews from Babylon 
should be taken out of the way, and all the perils of their 
passage through the desert be happily overcome. 

The herald having delivered his message, there is once 
more silence in the prophet's soul. But again the silence 
is broken, and he cries with deepening wonder, " Hark ! a 
Voice!" and now it is the voice of the great King Himself. 
It 'arrests the feet of the departing herald with the com- 
mand '*Cry"; i.e. proclaim. But the herald has discharged 
his commission : he has nothing more to proclaim. In his 
embarrassment he turns and asks, " What shall I cry?*' 
And the divine Voice replies: '^ All flesh is grass, and all 
the goocUiness thereof as the flower of the field. Grass 
withers, flowers fade, when the breath of the Lord bloweth 
on them. Surely the people are grass. Grass toithers, 
flowers fade; but tlie word of our God will stand for ever.'* 

The first proclamation had closed with the promise that 
the glory of the Lord should be so signally displayed that 
^* all flesh'' should see it; that is, all the great heathen 
world. The second proclamation commences with ** all 
flesh is grass " ; the great heathen world, stable and im- 
posing as it looked, was transient; all its bravery would 
wither beneath the breath of the Lord, hke the field of 
grass before the hot blast of the desert. 

These surely were very " comfortable " words for the 
Jews. To them it could not fail to be good tidings of great 
joy to hear that the vast heathen empires, by which they 
had been so cruelly tortured and oppressed, were but as 
grass; to hear that God so cared for them, a few poor 
thousand captives, that He would " blow upon " the massive 
and enormous kingdoms of the East, and cause them to 
wither away in His anger. In such a message as this they 
would exult and rejoice. But they must not forget that 
they too are men, that they too are frail and transient in 
themselves, that they can only endure as they fashion them- 
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selves on the word of God, which endareth for ever. And 
therefore the herald was to repeat and vary his message. 
*^ All flesh is grass " — all the great heathen races ; hut also 
'* this people is grass," a grass which withers like the rest. 
Like their neighbours, the Jews were in a constant flux, 
vexed by constant change. One generation came, and 
another went. Their life, vexed with perpetual changes 
while it lasted, never continuing in one stay, was soon over 
and gone. Their only hope lay in obedience to the divine 
word, in appropriating that word, in steeping their life in 
it till it became enduring as the word itself. 

This then is the noble passage which St. James had in 
his mind when he told his story of a certain famous blade 
of grass that had been scorched by the heat of the sun, till 
the flower thereof fell off, and the grace of its form perished, 
He was thinking of the field which Isaiah had depicted 
centuries ago, of the grass which grew in it and had long 
since withered away; of the mighty Babylonian empire 
which their fathers held to be as solid and enduring as the 
mountains, but which had now sunk into a mere heap of 
ruins ; of the generation which had returned to Jerusalem, 
with joy upon their heads, to recommence a national life 
which was now fast drawing to a close. All these had 
passed and gone ; they had withered like grass, faded like 
the flowers that clothe the grass ; the place that had known 
them would know them no more for ever. And thus, by 
recalling the history of the past to his readers, the holy 
apostle gave new force to his warning on the frailty of 
human life, the instability of worldly fortune. 

2. Here then we come on the Moral of this Story. St. 
James is not content with a lesson so large and general as 
had contented Isaiah. He has a special and more definite 
purpose in view in telling the story which called up 
memories, prophetic and historic, from the past. As he 
had taken a single blade of grass out of Isaiah's broad field, 
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80 he selects one man, or one class of men, for special 
warning. The blade of grass reminds us that human life 
soon withers, that human fortune often withers even before 
the man dies. Yes ; but it also reminds us that some men 
wither even while they retain the full vigour of their life, 
and their good fortune abides. The rich man ** withers in 
his ways,'' in his goings to and fro along the lines of his 
traffic, before his health is touched, before his wealth is 
touched. And therefore, argues St. James, the rich man 
should rejoice when his riches use their wings and fly 
away. The alternative the apostle places before him is 
this : Let the wealth wither that the man may live, or let 
the man wither amid the abundance of his wealth. 

'Tis a hard saying ! but, before we reject it as too hard 
for practical use, let us clearly understand what it means. 
James had just said, " Let the brother of low degree rejoice 
in that he is lifted up, but the rich in that he is brought 
low." And, as we have seen, we are bound by every sound 
canon of interpretation, and by the whole scope of the 
apostle's argument, to take these terms in their plain, literal 
sense. The poor man is to be glad when he is tried by 
riches, and the rich man is to be glad when he is tried by 
poverty. St. James is arguing that trial, and trial of the 
most searching kind, is good for every good man, that it 
helps to make him perfect, that it prepares him to receive 
the crown of life. And because great reverses of fortune 
are among the severest tests of character, he would have 
the poor good man welcome wealth, and the rich good man 
welcome poverty. 

Now, however much we may dislike the injunction, or 
part of it, can we deny that it is based on a true, on a 
Christian, view of human life ? Are not sudden and large 
reverses of condition severe and searching tests of character? 
Does it not take a very good poor man to ride straight to 
God when he is set on horseback, and a very good rich man 
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not to " break down " when he is " brought low " ? We 
may not fear riches for oorselTes, bat do we not £ear them 
for our neighbour? If a poor brother suddenly becomes 
rich, are we not a&aid that he may grow worldly and self- 
indulgent and " stack op " ? If he bear this test well, if 
he retain his homility, his soberness, his spiritaality of 
mind, do we not account him capable of meeting almost 
any test by which character can be tried ? On the other 
hand, do we not fear poverty for oarsdves and for our 
friends? If a rich brother, reduced firom affluence to 
penury, is no more ashamed of his penury than he was 
proud of his affluence ; if he is patient, content, cheerful, 
as, with failing strength, he addresses himself to new, diffi- 
cult, ill-remunerated toils, and can greet with a smile the 
swallow-flight of friends who yalued him only for what he 
was '' worth " to them, do we not pronounce him a well 
nigh perfect man ? 

So far as this then we must admit St. James to be right. 
Great reverses of fortune are very searching and conclusive 
tests of character. And can we expect a Christian teacher 
to bid us grieve over any reverse by which our character 
is tested, matured, perfected? In the Christian view of 
life character is of supreme importance; circumstances, 
easy or uneasy, are of value only as they serve to form, 
purge, elevate, and strengthen it ; for on the character we 
form our welfare, here and hereafter, depends. No doubt 
wealth is very pleasant if we can use it wisely, and poverty 
very unpleasant if we have not learned to bear it well and 
to get from it the good which God intended it to yield. 
But what is infinitely better than either is that true manli- 
ness which makes us equal to either fate, that true godliness 
which enables us to welcome any condition, any change 
that will strengthen us in virtue, in goodness, in charity. 
The wealth and the poverty will soon pass, but the 
^^Tacter will remain, and will determine our destiny. 
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Therefore it is that the wise man says, " Whatsoever is 
brought on thee take cheerfully, and be patient when thou 
art brought to low estate ; for gold is tried in the fire, and 
acceptable men in the furnace of adversity.'* And therefore 
the inspired apostle says in precisely the same spirit, " Let 
the brother of low degree rejoice when he is lifted up, but 
the rich when he is brought low." 

Does any one object, " It may be ea^sy enough for a poor 
man to be glad when he gets rich ; but how is a rich man to 
rejoice when he becomes poor? You ask too much of us, 
more than it is in man to give.^' I reply : " You are not 
speaking, and you know that you are not speaking, from 
the Christian point of view, in the spirit of Him who, when 
He was rich, for our sakes became poor. You are putting 
circumstances before character, transitory gains and plea- 
sures before abiding and eternal realities. Nay, you are 
not speaking from your own best selves, and your own 
highest point of view; for the very men whom you most 
admire are not the men who put money first, or any kind 
of gain or pleasure, but the men who put .God first, and 
duty, and truth ; and the moments in their lives which you 
most admire are precisely those in which they sacrificed 
their personal interests to the common good, or preferred 
the cause of truth and righteousness to all the joys and gifts 
of the world. And what do you admire them for save that 
you may imitate them? " 

But if any one should plead, **It is surely very hard to 
be honestly and sincerely glad, to count it all joy, when loss 
and pain come upon us '' : what can any man, with a heart 
in his breast, reply but, ''Yes, surely it is very hard, so 
hard that we shall never do it except as we possess our* 
selves more and more fully of the Spirit of Christ and of 
God, and receive grace on grace. Heaven is very high : 
how are we to reach it save by climbing? It is most 
difficult to raise these frail^ sinful natures of ours into the 
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noble characters of immortality : bat does a difficult task 
grow easier because we shut our eyes on it, or if we either 
neglect or postpone it ? " 

St. James himself felt that the latter half of his injunction 
was hard to flesh and blood ; in demanding that the rich 
man should rejoice whenever he is brought low, he felt that 
he was imposing a very severe test on character, a very 
heavy strain on virtue. And that, I suppose, is why he 
told his story of the blade of grass, to which at last we come 
back. What he meant was I think to this effect : " You 
remember the prophet Isaiah's field of grass, and how it 
withered beneath the scorching heat, so that the flower 
thereof fell off, and the grace of its form perished. The rich 
man is often like a blade of that grass. The sun of pro- 
sperity shines on him more hotly than he can bear ; all the 
promise and beauty of his nature fade beneath the scorch- 
ing heat ; he withers in his ways, in the multitude and 
perplexity of his schemes and pursuits : his fortune grows, 
but the man decays, dies before his time, dies even long 
before he ceases to breathe and traffic." 

Is not that a true picture, and a sad one ? All flesh is 
as grass ; we must all needs die ; and this fact is sad enough 
in some of its aspects ; but it is sadder still that many of 
us should be as grass which will expose itself to the heat 
it might escape, which will tolerate no cloud, welcome no 
cooling wind, and fades and dies while the rest of the field 
is still green and fragrant. Yet do we not all know men 
who give themselves to the mere task of accumulating 
wealth with a devotion so excessive that in very deed the 
man does die out of them long before they die : men who 
neglect the duties and charities of home, put aside all that 
makes life fair and graceful and noble, repress their spiritual 
energies and affections, and hardly give a thought to heaven, 
or to the kingdom of heaven, till they have utterly unfitted 
themselves to enter it ? As you watch them year by year, 
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do you not see tbem growing more and more sordid and 
unspiritual in their aims, with a fiercer greed for gain, with 
fewer scruples as to how they get it, their tasks and schemes 
so multiplying on their hands, so incessantly occupying and 
taxing their powers, that they have no leisure, no taste, 
for reading, for thought, for prayer, for aspiration, for any 
but a purely doctrinal or a purely formal religion, if any 
profession of religion be maintained ? Are these spiritual 
creatures in training for an immortal life ? Nay ; they are 
rich men withering away in their ways, merging and losing 
themselves in their affairs. 

Douglas Jerrold, one of our keenest wits and satirists, 
has depicted "a man made of money." He had only to 
put his hand into his breast to find it full of banknotes ; 
but as he draws away note after note, he drains away his 
vitality ; he dwindles and pines amid his vast schemes and 
luxuries month by month, till he wastes into a mere shadow, 
till the very shadow disappears. The picture is hardly a 
satire, it is so mere a commonplace. Every day we live 
we may see men dying of wealthy all that is manly, all that 
is fine and pure and noble in character, perishing as their 
fortunes grow. On every side, in every field, we may see 
St. James's blade of grass withering beneath the heat of 
the sun, its flower falling, its grace perishing. 

The warning comes home to us in this age as in few 
previous eras of the world ; for our whole life is so rapid 
and intense, our business is such a strenuous and exhausting 
competition, we are solicited by so many schemes for our 
own advancement, or for the good of the town in which 
we dwell, or for the benefit of the commonwealth of which 
we form part, that it is almost impossible to make leisure 
for thought, for a quiet enjoyment of what we have gained, 
or for those religious meditations and exercises on which 
our spiritual health in large measure depends. We are 
literally withering away in our ways, so many are the 
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paths we have to tread, so rapid the pace we have to main- 
tain, so scorching and tainted the atmosphere we breathe. 
And hence, whether we are rich, or seeking riches, or are 
labouring with anxious and fretting care for a bare compe- 
tence, we all need to take heed to the warning which speaks 
to us as to men ; i.e. as to spiritual and immortal creatures, 
children of God and heirs of eternity. If we would not 
suffer this world, which holds us by ties so many, so strong, 
and so exacting, to crush all • high spiritual manhood out of 
us, we must set ourselves to be in this world as Christ was 
in the world. He neglected no duty, refused no innocent 
delight, loved, when He could, to sit at feasts, with friendly 
faces round Him and good fare on the board, insomuch 
that His enemies denounced Him as a glutton and a wine- 
bibber ; and yet, in all things. He made it His meat and 
His drink to do His Father's will. He was content and 
cheerful even when He had not where to lay His head. He 
could refuse all the kingdoms of the world that He might 
worship God and serve Him alone. He could rejoice even 
in His unparalleled sorrows for the joy set before Him, the 
joy of being perfect as His Father in heaven was perfect. 
Let the mind that was in Christ be in us also ; let us culti- 
vate His preference of duty to pleasure, of service to gain, 
of doing good to getting good; and instead of withering 
away in our ways, we shall find every path in which we 
walk a path of life, a path that leads us home. 

Grass withers ; 

Flowers fade : 
But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 

S. Coi. 
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Indications of Translation (co7itinued). 

All who have had experience in conducting examinations 
in foreign languages are fully aware that when a word 
has several meanings, more or less closely connected, the 
different translators are well nigh certain to exhaust all 
the possible meanings in their endeavours to reproduce 
the foreign word in their own language. In our February 
paper we selected several cases in which the same tendency 
was observable in the two translations of the Hebrew 
Scriptures presented to us respectively in the Septuagint 
and the New Testament quotations. One other instance 
may be quoted here, as a fitting introduction to our pre- 
sent paper. It is the memorable passage in Isaiah liii. 4, 
** Surely He hath borne i^^}) our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows." Now the word K\p^ is one of the most equivocal 
of all Hebrew words ; it possesses remarkable variety of 
shades of meaning, and the translators of our Authorized 
Version, who often seem bent on displaying the vast re- 
sources of the English language, and prompted by a desire 
to deal fairly with competing synonyms, translate this one 
Hebrew verb by no less than forty-one distinct English 
words, of which the favourites, according to Dr. Young's 
Analytical Concordance^ are ** to bear," which occurs 156 
times; " lift up," 137 times ; " take up," 116 ; *' carry," 25. 
Knowing this tendency, we are quite prepared to find the 
passage in Isaiah variously translated in our Greek versions* 

LXX.of Isa. liii. 4: ovros ra? afiapria^ '^fuav ff>€p€i* 

He carries (oi* beai's) our sins. 
1 Pet. ii. 2'i: os ras dfta/rrtas r/fiCiV avros avqvtyKevi 

Who His own self bare our sins. 
Matt. riii. 17 : avros rat do'dcvctas •^fxwv e\a/?€V. 

He Himself took oiir infimlities. 
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Now if, as most scholars are agreed, our Lord spoke 
Aramaic, and if the earliest memoir of our Lord's words 
and deeds was written in this language, and the first three 
evangelists had access to this document, and sometimes 
translated from it, we should expect the same phenomenon 
to show itself in the Gospels ; viz, that Aramaic words 
which have a variety of allied meanings would be rendered 
by the translators by different Greek words. And if it can 
be shown in numerous instances, that, in parallel passages 
of tJie synoptists, the divergent Greek words yield, wlien 
translated, the several recognised meanings of one Arainaic 
word, we venture to regard this as evidence that the pas- 
sages in question are translations from an Aramaic original. 

1. Our first illustration shall be taken from those 
passages in which the Lord Jesus, with a distinct fore- 
knowledge of the mode of His own death, uses the 
metaphor of crucifixion in enjoining the duty of self-denial, 
which was henceforth to be the chief characteristic of 
those who would be members of the Messianic kingdom. 



Matt. x. 38. 
tov arravpov avrov 

KoX aKo\ov6€l OTTtCrW flOVf 

OVK loTi fiov a^l09. 



Luke xiv. 27. 

ocrrts ov ^acrraf €i 
TOV (TTovpov cavrov, 

Kol €p)(€Tai OTTUrO) flOV, 

ov ^vvarai ttvaL fiov fiaOrynp, 



On another occasion our Lord gave the same injunction 
in slightly variant language, and His words are reproduced 
with rare verbal agreement in each of the synoptic Gospels. 
Matthew xvi. 24; Mark viii. 34; Luke ix. 23 : ** If any one 
wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and fake 
up {apdrco) his cross daily, and follow Me." Does not the 
combination of words, taking the cross (Ka/njSdva)) , taking up 
the cross {aipay), and carry i7ig the cross (fiaarn^co), remind 
us of the variant renderings of the Hebrew word ^*'Cr•^? 
And does not this suggest to us that there may be some one 
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Aramaic word which possesses all those meanings, so that 
the three Greek words are variant renderings of this one 
word in the original ? Our conjecture is correct ; and the 
desiderated word is ^1 It would be interesting, and not 
a little confirmatory, if we could show that in passages 
where b^^ occurs in the Targums, our three Greek words 
occur in the Septuagint. We can do this readily with 
reference to Xafi^dvo) and atpo), but ^aardJ^co only occurs 
once in the Septuagint ; yet if the word is thus rare, we 
hope to show clearly that its meaning belongs to /31 The 
following are instances where ?\^} occurs in the Targums 
arranged according to the meanings of our Greek words : 

Gen. xxvii. 3 : Take (Xa^c) thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow. 

Jad. XTi. 31 : Samson's brethren came down and took him 

(lA.a)8ov), and buried him between Zorah and 
Eshtaol. 

Josh. iii. 6 : Take up (aparc) the ark, and pass over. 

2 Sam. ii. 32 : They took up (aipouo-t) Asahel, and buried Jiim. 

1 Sam. xiv. 7: Jonathan's armour-bearer (6 af/jwv ra a-Kcvrj), 

Exod. XXV. 14 : Thou shalt put the staves into the rings on the 

sides of the ark, to lift, or carry (aipeLv), the ark 
with them. 

As instances of bO} with the meaning of jSaaro^w, i.e, to carry a 
heavy burden, we may quote 

Josh. iv. 8: The children of Israel took twelve stones out of the 

midst of Jordan. And 

Deut. iv, 7, Where we read in the Targum oE Jonathan: " What 

people is so great, to whom the Lord is so nigh 
in the name of the word of the Lord ? For the 
custom of the nations is to carry their gods upon 
their shoulders, that they may seem to be nigh 
unto them ; but the word of the Lord sitteth upon 
His throne, . . . and heareth our prayers when 
we pray before Him." 

Tliese passages show conclusively that the Aramaic word 
bd^ covers the three Greek words ; and if we assume that 
^DJ was the verb which our Lord employed, and that t]aese 
are variant renderings of the one word, we can thus explain 
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more satisfactorily than in any other way the diversity in 
our Greek Gospels. 

2, We will continue our researches, in the same group 
of utterances as to self-denial to which we have referred, 
each of which occurs, as we have seen, five times in the 
whole : once in each of the synoptists with verbal agree- 
ment, and once in Matthew and Luke respectively, with 
substantial, but not verbal agreement. 

Luke ix. 24. Luke xvii. 33. 
(Matt. xvi. 25 ; Mark viii. 35.) 

o9 yap iav OiXrj os lav f lyn/cny 

TJjv t/rup^v avroD ryv ^XQV avrov 

crtocoi, ir€pnrOLrjo'a(rO(u, 

d7roXc(r€i avr^i/' avoXicei avriyv 

OS 8' av avoXeayj koI os iav a7ro\€<rg 

rrjv ilnj)(Tjv avrou [^^'^V^'li 

€V€K€V i/JLOVy 

ouTos (TuxreL auTTyi'. ^ojoyovryo-a aun/v. 

When we endeavour to translate into Aramaic the first 
of these passages, which occurs, with some very slight 
verbal differences which we cannot well exhibit, in each of 
the three Gospels, if we use the most common words, we 
find that they yield a striking alliteration, which is of itself 
an encouraging indication that we are correct. The most 
common word for *' destroy" is S'*2J^t£^ and for "save" 
2^yp ; so that in Aramaic the aphorism would run thus : 

. . . i^2V^b yyi ]D or nsi^ttr^ nic^s)^ 2Vt''^ p 

• • • 

And this we regard as the original of the entire group. 

Let us examine the words separately. i^^'T^ ^^ ^^.id to 
be the Shaphel form of l^T, to go out : and hence means, 
•to bring out, to bring to an end, complete ; but also, to 
make an end of, to ruin, destroy. We had occasion to 
remark in our first paper, that Aramaic was far from being 
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so prolific as Hebrew in words indicating destruction. 
There are forty Hebrew words which are in our English 
Bible translated "destroy." It would be difficult to find 
one-fourth that number in Aramaic. But while this may 
seem creditable to the Aramaeans, it has a disadvantage to 
the modern philologist, in that it blunts the edge of the 
meaning of the Aramaic words. Our word K''2?^t|^, for 
instance, is used for the translation of so many Hebrew 
words, that we can only have a blurred conception attach- 
ing to it, whereas one would have desired a meaning 
clear and definite, especially when it comes from the lips 
of the Lord Jesus as to the hereafter. Sach precision is, 
we fear, unattainable in the case before us. 
• To represent the great antithesis, we have in our Greek 
Gospels three words, o-oio-at, irepiTrot^a-aa-daif and ^cooyovqaei, 

ad^eivszil) to rescue or deliver from danger or destruc- 
tion; (2) to heal. It is thus admirably fitted to express 
the salvation of the Gospel, which is both rescue from 
the penalty of sin and also restoration to health, a con- 
tinual sanctification. 

TrepiTroieta-Oai^to keep safe, preserve ; reserve for oneself, 
gain possession of. In the LXX. it is twice used as the 
antithesis of aTro/creivau Genesis xii. 12, Abraham says to 
Sarah, **They will kill me, but save thee alive"; and in 
Exodus i. 16 Pharaoh gives the command, ** If it be a son, 
kill it; if it be a daughter, preserve it alive " (irepiiroLeio'de 
avTo). 

^(ooyov€lv = to endow with life, to give life, preserve alive. 
In actual usage there cannot have been much difference 
between this word and the foregoing, since in Exodus •i. 
17, where the disobedience of the midwives is narrated, 
we read, i^cooyovow to. apaeva, " they preserved the mules 
alive." So vers. 18, 22. 

Thus we see that the words are almost synonymous. 
S(o^€iv fixes the thoughts usually upon the danger avoided : 
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^(Doyovelv on the escape safe and sound, the preservation 
of life ; TrepiTToieiadai on the advantage resulting from the 
deliverance, the gain as compared with the loss of life ; but 
this distinction is not always conspicuous: and the ideas 
implied in the whole three are all covered by the word 
2V^, which means to rescue from danger or death. The 
following instances of the usage of 2VU} in the Targums 
will substantiate this : 

Gen. xix. 20 : Lot, in begging to be allowed to go no farther than 

Zoar, says: **Let me save myself (or, be saved) 
there." 

Gen. xxxii. 30 : I have seen God face to face, and my life is pre- 
served. (LXX., ia-ioOrj fiov rj ^X^') 

2 Kings XX. 6. Isaiah promises to Hezekiah from the Lord : " I Tvill 

save (LXX. o-wo-o)) thee and this city from the 
hand of the king of Assyria." 

Amos ii. 14 : And the place of refuge shall perish from the swift, 

and the mighty man shall not save his own soul 
(or, life). (!=lK^p3 ^V^\ ^) ; LXX., o^ ^^ croJoTy 
i^v ij/v)(rjv avTOv.) 

Dan. iii. 28 : Nebuchadnezzar says, " Blessed be God, who hath 

sent His angel, and delivered His servants." There 
the word is used of the three youths who were 
" preserved alive " in the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace. 

The reason for the change of verb in the Greek Gospels 
is evident from the context. In the triple occurrence it is 
used in the broadest sense of the great doctrine of self- 
denial. The antithesis of the here and the hereafter, earth 
and heaven, self and God, is set before the disciple, and 
the broad principle stated, he only worthily lives the higher 
li& who is ready at any moment to sacrifice the lower life. 
In the second quotation from Luke (chap, xvii, 33) we are 
planted in the midst of the dire calamities which shall 
precede the second coming of the Son of Man ; and in view 
of the temptation to sacrifice principle in presence of the 
fiery furnace of persecution, the evangelist was led to make 
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a particular application of the great fundamental principle, 
as he says : '' He that seeks to preserve his life shall destroy 
it, and he who is ready to destroy it shall preserve it." 

3. Our next illustration shall be from the Lord's 
Prayer. It is very significant that our Greek Gospels 
should present any verbal divergences in this passage, vsrhich 
must so early have become engrained in the Church's life. 
These divergences would never have existed if Christ origi- 
nally uttered the prayer in Greek, for oral tradition might 
surely be trusted to transmit this brief portion verbatim ; 
and more than that, if the Aramaic Gospel had not obtained 
a wide circulation before our Greek Gospels were penned, 
there would surely have been one common stereotyped 
translation to which the evangelists would have adhered. 
The point to which we wish to direct attention was briefly 
alluded to in our February paper, but it is desirable that 
the evidence in support of our explanation should be 
produced. 

Matt. vi. 12 : Forgive us our debts, as we also Lave forgiven our 

debtors. 
Luke xi. 4 : Forgive us our sins ; for we also forgive every one who 

is indebted to us. 

We would first speak of the contrasted words " debts " 
and ** sins " or " trespasses," o<f>€CKrjfiaTa and afjuiprla^. As 
we have said, we consider these to be variant translations 
of the one word 2in, which means, according to Levy, 

(1) Schuld, debitum; (2) Siinde ; (3) Strafe. (1) a debt; 

(2) a debt to God, a sin ; (3) punishment. As instances 
of these meanings we may quote : 

(1) Deut. xix. 15 : (Jonathan) The testimony of one witness shall 

not be valid against a man for any assault, nor 
for any money-debt (PO^ 3in) ; the sentence 
shaU be confirmed upon the mouth of two 
witnesses, or three. 



282 THE ARAMAIC GOSPEL. 



2 Kings iv. 7 : Elisha says to the widow whose oil he has mul- 
tiplied: "Go, sell thy oil, and pay thy creditor 
fsj^jin ^ID, the lord of thy debt), and thou and 
thy sons shall be supported on the rest." 

(2) Gen. xxxi. 36 ; Jacob says to Laban : " What is my trespass ? " 

Gen. 1. 17 : Joseph's brethren say: "Oh! forgive now the 

trespass of thy brethren." 
1 Sam. XXV. 28 : Forgive the trespass of thy handmaid. 

(3) Gen. iv. 13 : My punishment is greater than I can bear. 

Lev. V. 1 : The phrase, " He shall bear his iniquity," becomes 

here and elsewhere in the Targum, " He sliall 

receive his punishment " (H^in 7^15)). 
Job xxiv. 12 : From the city the sons of men do groan, and the 

souls of them that are wounded wnth the sword 
do pray ; and shall not God inflict punishment? 

It will be noticed also that in the first Gospel we read, 
"as, we forgive," while the third Gospel says, "for we 
forgive." On our hypothesis of an Aramaic document, this 
is accounted for very simply. The word for "as," "sicut," 
is KM. The equivalent of "for" in this connexion is 
ND^, "in eo," "quatenus," " seeing that." The difference 
in Aramaic is therefore merely that of two letters very 
much alike and easily confounded. 

4. If it be conceded that 6<f>€L\7jfjLa and a/MapTia are 
translations of the one Aramaic word 2*10, is it not equally 
apparent that the very ancient various reading of Mark iii. 
29 is due to the same cause? The Authorized Version 
says : " He that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost 
hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal dam- 
nation " (alcjvLov Kpicreto^) ; whereas the Kevisers, on the 
authority of B, L, A, \i^^ read alcoviov dfiapTijfuiro^, " is guilty 
of an eternal sin." We are strongly of opinion that the 
two readings are variant translations of the words of the 
primitive document : 
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When once the Church of Christ fully realizes the truth, 
which has hitherto lain in a state of sub-consciousness, that 
our Lord spoke Aramaic, there cannot fail to be a strong 
desire to get back to the i^sissima verba which proceeded 
from His lips, especially in His utterances as to the hereafter., 
This will however always be precarious where we have only 
one record of His words ; but where we have two or three 
divergent renderings, or ancient various readings, the very 
divergences help us to perceive what the original Aramaic 
was. In the case before us we have Kpiai^ — used, as often 
in the New Testament, in the sense of ''condemnation, 
punishment " — and dfjbdprrjfia, ** sin," both very ancient 
readings, going back, we believe, to the times when the 
primitive document was firigt translated; and from this 
we are enabled to discern that both are almost certainly 
various renderings of the one word 2*irr. If this is so, we 
are wonderfully helped in the interpretation of the passage. 
He that persists in sin wrongs his own soul ; and when 
sin is unforgiven, the sinner bears his iniquity. The two 
Hebrew words for "forgiveness" are TVD, to lift, and 
N'C^^, to lift up, bear, remove. When sin therefore is for- 
given, God lifts it, God bears it ; but an eternal sin is one 
which man must for ever bear. Moreover the fact that 
" guilt " and " punishment " were in the Saviour's mind 
not two thoughts, but one, expressed by one word, 2in, 
teaches us the great truth that sin uulifted is its own 
punishment, guilt its own hell. 

5. Our next illustration shall be on a kindred theme. 
We read in 

Matt. X. 28 : Fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in 

Gehenna. 
Luke xii. 5 : Fear Him who after He hath killed is able to cast into 

Gehenna. 

The two variants which we wish to identify with one 
and the same Aramaic form are aTroXecra*, to destroy, and 
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ifi^aXeip, to cast. This common form is "l^ttf. The 
lexicons give two distinct words, 1^^. The first means to 
throw, cast ; ** hinwerfen," " abjicere, projicere." As to 
the appropriateness of this verb to the context in our 
Gospels, we leave the reader to judge. It occurs 

Deut. xxviii. 26 : Thy corpse shall be thrown for food to aU the birds 

of heaven. 
Jer. xxxvi. 30 ; Thus saith the Lord concerning Jehoiakim, His 

corpse shall be thrown to the heat by day, and to 

the frost by night. 
Jer. xxii. 19 : As men coat forth the corpse of an ass, so shall 

they cast forth his corpse. It shall be dragged 

and unbound outside the gate of Jernsalem. 
The other usages of the verb are, so far as I have observed, all linked 
with the same unpleasant associations. 

m 

But there is a second verb, "^X^ or *111l£^, which means 
* accendere, succendere, comburere, calefacere,'* to set on 
fire, burn, consume, heat. I have only found one instance 
of it in the Targums. 

Ezek. xxxix. 9 : They shall set on fire . . . their weapons, their 

shields and their bucklers, their bows and their 
arrows ; . . . and they shall kindle with them 
a fire lasting seven years. 

The word is certainly Aramaic, but was appropriated by 
rabbinic writers, and is regularly employed of heating a 
furnace. Buxtorf gives a strange passage from the Talmud : 
" The Gentile heats the oven, and the Jew bakes the bread." 
So also "a heated furnace" is ^I'yi} NlliJI. When we 
have these facts before us, and especially when we bear in 
mind the words of our Saviour recorded in Luke xvi. 24, 
and doubtless intended by Him symbolically, ** I am in 
anguish in this flame," we can see no reason to doubt that 
the word used by our Lord was ^yv^ and that this was 
variously rendered airoXiaai and ifM^aXecv. 

6. We have said that the word 1X2) is thought by Levy 
and Buxtorf to represent two distinct roots, now spelt alike, 
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but once dissimilar. He who works with these two lexicons 
will soon discover that Levy evinces more of the spirit 
of the modern philologist in showing that the apparently 
divergent meanings are in many cases derivable from the 
same fundamental conception, and not separate roots. 
There is, for instance, the verb K*liy, which means according 
to Buxtorf, (1) to begin ; (2) to dwell, rest, encamp ; (3) to 
loosen, dissolve, forgive, acquiesce — meanings tolerably wide 
apart certainly. But Levy ingeniously suggests that the 
root-thought is to loosen. From this, as branches from the 
trunk, he finds the meanings (1) to set free ; (2) absolve, 
forgive ; (3) to unyoke the beasts of burden, to loosen one's 
girdle, to rest, sit down, encamp ; (4) to loosen oneself from 
previous conditions, to start afresh, begin. But even if it 
can thus be shown that the meanings of '* beginning ** and 
" sitting to rest " are cognate, they are at all events distant 
relatives; and if we can show in two instances that those 
divergent meanings stand precisely parallel to each other in 
the harmony, this will, we think, make a strong case. 

Mark ii. 6. Lukb v. 21. 

^cav SI KaOi^fuvoi koX rip^avro 

rivts Twv ypafifiaT€0}v oi ypa/i/iarcis 

Kol oi ^apuraiOL 
KoX 8(aA.oyi^o/icvot. 8taXoyt^€(r^a4. 

The homologous phrases clearly are ^aav KaOrjfievou and 
ijp^avTo, or, as it might be expressed, ^<rav dpxoM'^voL. " The 
Scribes were sitting and reasoning," " The Scribes . . . 
were beginning to reason." Thus both are possible trans- 
lations of 

•;t: t*:t ''^t -:- 

The context suggests the mid-day rest ; retreating to the 
shelter of the house from the scorching heat of the valley of 
Gennesareth — a temporary encampment ; and this thought 
is expressed equally well by both S*11C^ and Kddrjfmi, 
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7. In Luke iii. 23 we have a singular phrase, Kal auTo<: ^v 
^Irjaov^ dpj(^6fM€vo<; wael ir&v rpidtcovTa : " Jesus was about 
thirty years of age, beginning," or, "when He began." 
To this our Revisers virtually add the word hiiaaKeiv, as 
they render, ** when He began to teach,'* I have no doubt 
that these eminent scholars are correct in this, but it is 
questionable whether any of them were aware that they 
were thus following, if our hypothesis be substantiated, the 
example of the evangelist Mark. 

Matt. xiii. 1. Mark iv. 1. 

iKaOrjTO rjpiaro 

vapa T^v OaXaaa'av, 'Trapa tt/v OaXao'crav, 

I would suggest that the passage in the Logia ran thus : 

T - - T : T : • : 

which may mean, "Again He sat by the sea," or, "Again 
He began by the sea," to which the second evangelist 
added SiBda-KeLv, as the Eevisers do in Luke iii. 23. 

8. Another of these equivocal verbs of very frequent 
occurrence is /^fj, which means (1) to receive, receive with 
approval, take pleasure in ; (2) to hear, understand, obey ; 
(3) to shout, cry. It is by an appeal to these variant 
meanings that we can explain two instances of divergence 
in parallel passages in our synoptic Gospels. 

Matt. X. 40 : He that receiveth you receive th Me. 
Luke X. 16 : He that Ibeareth you heareth Me. 

The word b2\) is of very frequent occurrence in both these 
meanings. The only difference is, that when it means 
" to receive," it governs the accusative ; and when it means 
" to hear," it is followed by the preposition p : so that the 
two sentences would respectively in Aramaic run thus : 

• • •  

^3D ^2p^ 1*ID3D ^3pn p 
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9. In the interpretation of the parable of the sower, in 
the description of those who represent the good soil, we 
have three expressions used to commend their treatment 
of the word sown. 



Matt. xiii. 23. 


Mark iv. 20. 


Luke viii. 15. 


understand. 


irapa8c;(0VTai, 
receiTe, or accept. 


KaT€)(OVa'Lj 

retain. 



• We cannot but regard these three words as variant ren- 
derings of the Aramaic b2\). The root-thought of this verb 
is "to take in." Hence (1) to accept, (2) to take-in the 
meaning, to understand ; (3) to take-in permanently, to take 
home, retain. The following usages of ^2p in the Targums 
will illustrate this : 

(1) Ps. xxiv. 5 : He shall receive the blessing from the Lord. 
Isa. xii. 3 : Ye shall receive new teaching with joy from 

the elect of the righteous. 

(2) Gen. xxiii. 15, 16 : And Ephron said, The land is worth four 

hundred shekels of silver : between me and 
thee what is that ? And Abraham under* 
stood Ephron, and weighed him the silver. 

(3) Lev. V. 1 : " He shall receive his punishment." This 

phrase, which is the regular Targumic equi- 
valent of our English phrase, " He shall 
bear his iniquity," certainly means more 
than a temporary punishment; it implies 
"retention," a permanent bearing of the 
guilt. 

10» Our next illustrations shall be from the sermon on 
the mount* 



Matt. v. 4'2. 


Luke vi. 30* 


Tw alrovvrC cr« 


iravri alrovvri ai 


8i&>t', 


BiSov 


Kol Tov Oikovra 


KOL 


OTTO crov 8avc((racr0(u 


dirb TOV alpovTO^ ra aa 


/A^ airoa'Tpaif>yi, 


/XT/ dTrotrci. 



I'he two somewhat divergent pairs of words to which we 
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would direct attention occur in the last two lines — the 
addition of deXovra being quite an insignificant detail. Does 
any one Aramaic word cover the two meanings of Bavei^o/juac, 
to borrow, and 'aipcD, to take away more or less forcibly ? 
This is certainly the case with )^t^, which generally means 
"to borrow/* but has as its root-idea, not the "bated breath 
and whispered humbleness " of the modern borrower, but 
the forceful seizure of goods and money in the name of a 
loan to a tyrannical ruler; "exactorem agere/' as did the 
ayyapoi of the Oriental monarchs, who had asuthority to 
press into their service horses, vessefls, and even the men 
they met. This second meaning is of more frequent 
occurrence in rabbinic literature than in the Targums, but 
it is certainly the root-idea. 

In the last line we have /Mff aTro<rTpa(l)^^, " turn thou not 
away," and /A17 aTratVet, "ask (them) not again." This we 
think is precisely the difference between the Peal and Aphel 
of the verb lin. The Peal = to turn back, turn round, turn 
away. The Aphel, to bring back, fetch back, ask back, to 
answer. In an unvocalized text it would be impossible to 
distinguish these meanings. lltlD N^ might with equal 
propriety be rendered, " turn not away," or " ask not 
back." 

11. Besides the verb 'lin, of which we have just been 
speaking, there is a distinct Paelic verb ^l^TH, to honour, 
ascribe honour, glorify; and it is through these similar 
forms that we would explain the following : 



Matt. xi. 25. 




Luke x. 21. 


iv €K€iVa) r<p KaLpw 




€v avrg t^ wpa 


airoKpiBel^ 




'^yaWidcaro 




Tw 


HvevfjiaTi T<3 *Aytu>, 


6 'Ii7<roi5s €t7r€v. 




Koi CITTCI/. 



The verb "IIH in the Aphel and Pael regularly means " to 
answer" in rabbinic literature, and thns—aTro/cpiffek in the 
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first Gospel. Aiid as for iQyaWcdaaTo, this verb means to 
glory, rejoice, exult in a person or thing, to glorify; as Luke 
i. 47, " My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
glorified God my Saviour." But this is also the meaning 
of the second root, "Tin, as is clear from Daniel iv. 31 (34), 
" I have praised and glorified Him that liveth for ever," 
and ver. 34 (37), ** And I praise, extol, and glorify the King 
of heaven." We conclude then that both direKpidrj and 
yjyaWLaaaTo are possible renderings of the Pael "Ijril. 

12. Our last set of illustrations shall be taken from the 
triple discourse as to the awfulness of offending one of 
Christ's little ones. 

Matt, xviii. 6. Mark ix. 42. Luke xvii. 2. 

<rv/x<fi€p€i avTU), koXov icrri. aural fmWov \v(rLT€X.€L avru) 
Iva Kp€fia(rOfj ct ^cptKctrat €t Trcpucctrai 

irepl Tov rpaL)(r]\ov ircpl rov rpdyifjKov irtpl rov TpaL)(rf\ov 

avToVj avTOv, aurov, 

Kol KaTaTTOVTKrOy koL ^i/Skrjrai koI tppnrrai 

iv TO) ireXdytL ttj^ OaXd<T(rY)<:. cis rrjv 6aXaa'(rav, cts ttjv 6dXa(r(rav. 

OS 8' aj' crKav8aA,t<rry os 8' av (T/cavSaXtcny yj Iva. crKavSa\L(rrj 

€Va TlOV p,lKpu)V TOVT<j)V €Va Tuiv fUKptaV TOVTIDV TWV piKpmV TOVT(t}V €va. 
TUiV TTlOTCvdvTWV CIS €/X€. TttiV ITtOTCVOVTCOV €tS €/!€. 

It would be difficult to find a passage which presents 
clearer indications of translation than the above. We have 
certainly here agreement in substance, but not in words. Let 
us look at the first line. We have there <rvfjL<f>ip€L, it is ad- 
vantageous, profitable ; koKov iari, it is good, well, pleasant, 
agreeable; and XvaireXel, strictly, it pays the taxes, returns 
expenses, hence, is remunerative, advantageous. Can we 
find one Aramaic word which possesses all these meanings ? 
Yes, it is the word WH. Buxtorf says it means (1) pro- 
desse; (2) voluptatem percipere; (3) lucrari, quaestum 
facere. Precisely the meanings we want ; and, by the 
way, in the very order of our three evangelists. The 

VOL. III. ^9 
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following illustrations from the Targums will make this 
clear : 

(1) Prov. xi. 4 : Riches do not profit in the day of wrath. 

Job XXXV. 3 : What advantage is there to me more than my 

sin? 

(2) Jer. xxxi. 26 : My sleep was pleasant to me. 

Ezek. xvi. 31 : As a harlot who derives pleasure from her hire. 

(3) Gen. xxxvii. 26 : What money shall we gain if we slay our brother? 
Esther iv. 1 : And Mordecai knew by means of Elijah the high 

priest all that was done in heaven above, . . . 
and how it was written and sealed to destroy 
Israel from upon the earth, and how it was 
written and sealed in heaven that they should 
derive gain from the banquet of the wicked 
Ahasuerus, for the seal was sealed with clay. 

13. The next line presents us Mark and Luke in unison 
with 7r€piK€iTai, while Matthew gives KpefiaaOrj, Our Ke- 
visers refuse to admit any difference between the two words 
and in each case render, " were hanged about his neck." 
Perhaps they are right in this ; though strictly irepUeifiai 
refers more to the process of laying or fastening the rope 
around the neck, while Kpefidpvvfii means to hang or sus* 
pend, directing our thoughts to the object to which the rope 
is attached. The common Aramaic word was probably K^il 
which means to hang, hang up, suspend. The cognate 
r\7F) occurs in the Hebrew Bible, and when it denotes 
crudfixion or impalement, it is rendered in the Targums by 
2b^ ; but when the simple idea of suspension is implied 
the Targums use K^jH, as in 2 Samuel xviii. 10, of Absalom 
suspended in the oak ; and in Psalm cxxxvii. 2, of the cap- 
tive Jews who hanged their harps on the willows. In both 
these instances the verb Kpe/Mavvufit is used in the Septua- 
gint; and as an indication that the Aramaic is7r) also 
included the meaning of irepUeifiai we may cite Jonah ii. 
6, where ^^r\ is used as the translation of the Hebrew 
word l£^2n, to bind or fasten. 

14. In the sixth line w^e have three words to represent the 
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process of throwing into the sea. Matthew has Karairov- 
T«<r5^^, which the Authorized Version renders " were dronmed 
in the depth of the sea,*' but the Eevisers properly change 
to " were sunk.'* Mark has /SeySXiyrat, " cast into the sea/* 
and Luke, eppLTrrat, *' thrown into the sea." 

The one word which admirably represents all these Greek 
verbs is the Passive of K"W. The force of KaTairovritfo, to 
precipitate, cause to sink down, is clearly involved in this 
verb ; as we see, for instance, in Exodus xv. 1, " The horse 
and his rider hath He sunk into the sea"; and in Job 
xxxviii. 6, where, in reference to the first establishment of 
sohdity in the chaotic abyss, we read : '* Upon what are the 
foundations enjbedded ? and who lowered (or sunk down) the 
corner stones ? " The usual meaning of the verb however 
is to throw] and this of course suits ^aXKoa, the generic 
word for throwing, and pItttcj, to throw down or throw 
forth. The verb KTl^ is constantly used of the throwing of 
arrows ; as in the memorable incident narrated of Elisha in 
2 Kings xiii., and in 2 Samuel xi. 24 when Joab sends word 
to David, " The bowmen shot (i.e. threw down arrows) 
at thy servants from upon the wall." It cannot be denied 
therefore that the one word ^^^lt^^^ covers the meaning of 
the three Greek words /caTewovTiad^, ^€J3\r)Tai, and eppiirrai. 

Numerous other instances might be adduced. These are 
perhaps the more important ones, and I trust will be 
deemed sufficient to have established our thesis, that the 
divergences in our synoptic Gospels are in some cases due 
to a variant translation of one and the same Aramaic word. 

J. T. Marshall. 
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OF 8PIBITUAL BONDAGE AND FREEDOM. 

(John vra. 31-36.) 

As the result of certain very lofty and solemn utterances 
touching Himself, which had just been forced from our 
Lord, " many of the Jews " in His audience had conceived 
a half-persuasion that His claims were after all true. A 
certain sort of faith had commenced to sprout within their 
minds. Sick of controversy, Jesus seized this advantage. 
He addressed them as men half won to be disciples. The 
result was disappointing. His first words jarred upon their 
national pride. The discussion was at once re-opened. 
By degrees, as usual, discussion grew into bitter recrimina- 
tion, till that ended in open violence. 

The whole of this significant controversy we cannot 
exhaust in a single paper. But the opening of it is of 
singular interest ; for it drew from our Lord some most 
weighty and memorable words, such as all His disciples 
have need to remember. 

When our Lord, resuming His address, turned Himself 
to those Jews on whom some impression had been pro- 
duced, He knew of course that their faith might prove no 
more than a passing impression or a fitful whim. His 
object therefore must be to persuade them to persevere. 
For it is not by fits of well-disposed feeling, or half-con- 
vinced belief in Christ, that any one can deserve to be 
called a disciple of His. The test which alone discrimi- 
nates genuine faith from such as is impure or spurious is 
its continuance. Just as the stony ground crop was 
detected in the parable, so in practice the proof of any 
man's being a real believer is that he holds on, or continues 
to receive the word of Christ, and to obey it to the end of 
life. ** He said therefore to those Jews who had believed 
Him, If ye abide in My word, then are ye truly My 
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disciples." At first the personal Saviour is to be accepted 
by our faith as what He claims to be — the Son of God sent 
from above to save us ; with a supreme right therefore to 
have every word of His believed and every command of His 
obeyed. It is plain that if you are wholly and utterly sin- 
cere in thus accepting Christ, you do virtually at the same 
time accept all that He has to say to you. Consistency 
requires you of course to credit the whole teaching and 
do the whole bidding of One whom you take for a Divine 
Saviour, the sent Son of the most high God. But per- 
haps your faith in this Messenger of God is not of that 
thorough sort which will carry you through, and subdue 
you to His word. Well then, experience will test it. He 
calls on you to continue in His word. Keep on listening 
and obeying. Little by little, let His teaching penetrate 
your heart and colour your conduct. Learn by experience 
the effect of living as He bids you. His truth thus reduced 
to practice will break the bonds of evil habit and base 
desire and passion and spiritual fear, and every other dark 
power which has hitherto tyrannised over you. More and 
more as you come to know the truth, " the truth will make 
you free " ! 

This is Jesus' word to all young converts, or those who 
think themselves such. Do not suppose everything is 
gained. Do not too easily trust your own incipient faith. 
Try yourselves, whether you can work out Christ's will in 
daily life without growing tired of it, without finding the 
dijfficulty of it too much for you. At first it must be hard. 
There is a bondage to be broken you have little conception 
of: the bondage of an evil will, stiffened now into evil 
habits, very hard to exchange for good ones. But do not 
be discouraged : the truth is the liberator. Abide in the 
truth as it is in Jesus; let it work fully; it will make you 
free. 

The mistake which some ill-advised young disciples com- 
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mit is to be too soon satisfied with a certain sort of free- 
dom. When the gospel of pardon comes to any one's heart 
with power, it sets him free at once from the bondage of 
a fearful conscience, from the harden of remembered guilt, 
and from the unspeakable terrors of the wrath of God. 
That is a liberation so wonderful and unexpected, that the 
new convert, in the first sense of relief, leaps and springs 
for joy, ignorant or excusably forgetful that there are any 
fetters left still unbroken. But there are. And usually it 
is not long before they begin to gall. The bondage to the 
law indeed, as an accuser, and as a condition of God's 
favour, is broken. But bondage to sin is not yet broken, 
ox only in part. The old customs of desiring, choosing, 
and taking pleasure in what is at variance with God's 
holy will, are all of them so many chains wound round 
about the heart and will of a sinful man. These are not 
to be snapped in an instant. They have to be unwound 
by degrees and with infinite pains, that the will and the 
affections, when disengaged from the former bondage to 
sin, may be made glad and willing servants of Gt)d unto 
righteousness. There is no royal road to such eventual 
liberation of the soul. It can be done only in one way ; 
that is to say, by a patient, watchful, persistent, and lifelong 
continuance in the word of Christ : so " shall ye know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

These Jews did not catch His meaning. It was, in fact, 
one of the Master's deep words, which the world has been 
trying ever since to fathom, with very imperfect success. 
We are still a great way from understanding all the con- 
nexions betwixt God's truth and man's freedom ; or in how 
many ways, religious, intellectual, social, and political, real 
liberty is conditioned by obedience to spiritual truth, and 
can only follow in the train of that. Still, it was a sign 
that conscience still slumbered in these men, that the idea 
of a personal emancipation from the yoke of their own sins 
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never so much as occarred to them. Their thoughts went 
at once to their political emancipation from the foreigner. 

How they could venture to say of the Hehrew people, 
"We have never yet been in bondage to any man," I do 
not very well know. Not to speak of the seventy years 
their ancestors had spent in Babylon, was not Judaea at 
that moment administered by a Koman procurator and 
garrisoned with Eoman troops? People however possess 
a strange faculty for closing their eyes to the meaning 
of unwelcome facts. The Hebrews are a people who 
maintained as long as possible, and to an almost pre- 
posterous degree, the sentiment of national independence. 
Fretting beneath many a yoke, they long refused to acknow- 
ledge any, or to own, even when compelled to serve, a 
foreign lord. The more galling Home's over-lordship was, 
and the more ready they were to revolt, and the more 
hopeful of a Messiah to set them free, so much the less 
were they prepared tamely to accept the title of slaves. 
Men often will not brook a name when they must needs 
endure the thing. And, after all, political servitude had 
not deprived them as individuals of their personal liberty. 
** Slaves, indeed ! " they probably thought : " what though 
unhappy circumstances have for the moment seated a 
Boman officer in the seat of our national kings, that does 
not enslave a freeborn son of Abraham. It is but foregoing 
certain privileges to meet a temporary emergency ; but 
Hebrews never can, never shall be slaves ! " 

Into this political question our Lord does not follow 
them. He brings them back to the spiritual sense of His 
words. The offensive epithet which in its civil accepta- 
tion they had disowned. He fastens down upon them in 
a religious and moral meaning. They had claimed two 
things : first, to be Abraham's children ; second, to be 
freemen: two things connected thus, Abraham's seed, 
and therefore free. In His rejoinder Jesus proceeds to 
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strip them of both titles, in the spiritual sense of them. 
But He takes the two in reverse order, and reasons thus : 
First, not free in God's house ; and therefore (second) not 
true sons of Abraham. The proof which He alleges on 
both these points leads Him to some very interesting 
positions. But it is only of the former I can speak in this 
paper. What we have to consider for the present is His 
proof in vers. 34, 35, and 36, that the Judasans of His time 
were not, in the spiritual and only deep sense of the word, 
God's freemen. 

The proof rests upon another of our Lord's axiomatic 
utterances : '* Every one that committeth sin is the bond- 
servant — rather, is a slave — of sin." These words go to 
the root of the fall of man. To understand them, let us 
revert for an instant to Adam's experience in the hour of 
his lapse from obedience. God had made Adam free. That 
freedom consisted in his perfectly voluntary acceptance of 
the Divine will as the regulator of his conduct. His own 
nature, being modelled on the Divine, acted best — most 
freely, that is — when it moved in cheerful and easy harmony 
with the mind of God. In other words, as all creatures, 
when allowed to act with perfect freedom, follow the law 
of their nature, so did man follow the moral will of God. 
For him to obey God was nothing else but the natural out- 
come of those godlike dispositions and aptitudes for virtue 
which were native to him. He had been made for innocence 
and for virtue: to serve the Holy One was "perfect free- 
dom." Now, when the man, seduced from his allegiance 
through foreign influence, accepted the will of another, 
instead of the will of God, he did violence against his own 
constitution. He acted at the bidding of a will contrary 
to the order of his own truest and highest nature. Against 
his better knowledge, his inborn sense of right, and that 
instinct of duty which was the divinest thing within him, 
the man consented to do what the tempter bade him, what 
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nothing within himself could have prompted save his lower 
animal desires. In sach a fatal and unnatural surrender 
of his reason, his conscience, and his faith to what was in 
reality beneath him, there was involved a loss of true 
liberty. True liberty is not self-will ; it is free obedience 
to natural and legitimate order. But he who exchanges 
the lawful control of his sovereign for a shameful and 
unnatural subjection to foreign dictation, is a slave. Hence 
the bowing down of man's free and righteous will at the 
feet of the arch-rebel and arch-liar was a surrender of him- 
self into bondage. It meant that henceforth (so far as man 
was concerned) falsehood might tyrannise over truth, 
wrong over justice, suspicion over faith, hate over love, 
the baser over the nobler, the flesh over the spirit, the 
transient over the everlasting. 

Of course we shall seriously misconceive the loss of moral 
liberty which our Lord says was brought' about by that 
fatal surrender, if we think of it as implying any constraint 
exercised over a man against his will. Nothing compels 
any of us to sin if we do not choose. Mere physical com- 
pulsion has no power to force sin upon the will, or inflict 
any injury at all upon the soul. Unhappily the bondage 
spoken of is far deeper, and by so much more wretched and 
more hopeless. It is the will itself which has come under 
the power of evil ; so that the man, grown enamoured of 
sin and habituated to it, cannot choose but do it. We 
are unable to do what is spiritually good, because we are 
invincibly indisposed to do it. To be sure, this leaves to 
every man a vast range of choice. Within the realm of 
ungodliness, or of insubordination to the perfect will of 
God, there lie innumerable departments of conduct, some 
better and some worse. A man may live temperately or 
riotously, honestly or fraudulently, cleanly or vilely ; he 
may make much of his life for useful and honourable ends, 
or little of it ; he may pursue any path of labour or of gain 
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or of pastime which he fancies; he may listen to the 
voice of his conscience and the requirements of virtaous 
society, or despise them : yet in no case will he be able 
(onless God*s grace enable him) to restore himself to the 
loving service of God as his Father and his King. His 
life will still lie outside the circle of perfect allegiance, 
will be still a life enslaved to the sin of ungodliness. 
" They that are thos in the flesh cannot please God." 
In saying this of course one is speaking of what is possible 
' to human nature as left to itself. Thank God ! it never has 
been left entirely to itself. Through His mercy, influences 
never cease to operate upon the hearts of men which come 
from above. God's gracious Spirit and His truth are 
everywhere, teaching, drawing, inclining, and enabling men 
to do better than otherwise they would do. He makes 
them discontented with their bondage. He moves them 
to aspire after a life more pleasing to Him. In Christian 
circles. His regenerating grace is a factor always power- 
fully at work. But all this is extra-natural; not a pure 
and simple outcome from the fallen nature itself, but 
freely given to us through Christ by the Father's favour. 
What we ought to do is to welcome and yield to these 
Divine and helpful influences. If we do not, we rivet upon 
ourselves the chains of evil. It is shocking to think to 
what length the bondage Christ speaks of may go, through 
the yielding by the will time after time to evil desire. By 
easy steps men get habituated to sin. When habit has 
dulled the conscience or blinded its eyes, forms of vice 
grow familiar and cease to outrage, which at first would 
repel the unaccustomed and the young. In this way too 
the hold of sin upon its victim grows tighter with the 
passage of the years ; for the oftener a person commits sin, 
the more does he become its bondservant. In some gross 
instances, every one can see how appetite or passion comes 
to wield a dominion that is simply terrible. Confirmed 
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dnuikards, for example, will make sincere pledges of absti- 
nence time after time, and be unable to keep them. The 
lecherous man continues in his old age to be the slave of 
lewd and impotent desire. Avarice too creeps stealthily 
upon worldly-minded old age, even till dotage has made 
the grasping habit appear ludicrous to the onlooker. Cases 
such as these none can fail to remark. People do not so 
readily observe how spiritual sins, such as impenitence, or 
indifference to the gospel, or neglect of prayer, or deference 
to the opinion of society, or intellectual arrogance, or 
engrossment in family ambitions and secular care, may 
obtain a fixed hold upon the soul and carry it captive. Yet 
these are the things which hold the citadel against Christ 
in most people of middle age. Against these God's kindly 
and varied agency for reaching heedless ears and turning 
obdurate hearts may be plied in vain, or beat against 
you only to make you so much the harder, as when one 
hammers cold iron. 

In conclusion Christ goes on to preach deliverance to 
the captives. " The bondservant abideth not in the house 
for ever : the Son abideth for ever. If therefore the Son 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed." 

It is a parable taken from Oriental manners. In an 
Eastern household we are to conceive of two lads growing 
up together : the one, eldest born and free, a son by the 
proper wife ; the other slave-bom, a handmaid's child. 
Both are members of the household and share in the house- 
holder's care ; but their position is very unequal, in respect 
at all events of its security. The son by virtue of his legiti- 
mate and free birth is the natural heir to the home, with 
a native right to dwell in it for ever. He represents the 
family succession, and is the lord in reversion of the 
paternal seat. Not so the slave-born youth : his standing 
in the home is wholly accidental and precarious. Liable at 
any moment to be sent away or manumitted or sold, he 
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exists as a member of the household on sufferance. Nor 
can his position be made more secure or permanent by any 
conduct of his own. Only if it should please the son and 
heir, administering the household as his father's agent, to 
release his enslaved half-brother from bondage, and elevate 
him of his grace to a platform like his own, sharing with 
him the rights of natural sonship. 

Surely this picture is not wholly a fancy sketch. It is 
far too closely modelled on a great historical type in the 
early annals of the Old Testament for our Lord not to have 
had that in His mind. The Jews had just been boasting, 
"We are Abraham's seed." Now it was precisely in 
Abraham's house that two such typical youths were found 
dwelling alongside — the free-born heir and the bondmaid's 
child. What saith the Scripture? "Cast out the bond- 
woman smd her son : for the son of the bondwoman shall 
not be heir with the son of the freewoman." A step 
this which to modem minds, trained in Western habits, 
appears not a little harsh or even unnatural ; nevertheless 
it illustrates what all Ishmaels were exposed to while 
slavery and concubinage were recognised institutions, and 
it serves to lend point to a great spiritual lesson. For 
what is it our Lord intended by this parable? Plainly 
no other lesson than St. Paul, acting on this hint, did 
afterwards work out in his letter to Galatia. God's house 
is His visible Church or kingdom upon earth. In that 
family of grace there is but one original and free-bom 
Son, His Father's well-beloved. Heir by birth and right of 
nature to all the love and goods and honours and gifts of 
Ilis Divine Father in heaven. Such an Isaac to Jehovah 
does Jesus claim to be alone. But these Judseans whom 
He addressed were also in name the children of God 
through Abraham. Outwardly they occupied a place in 
the household of the covenant. Meanwhile they abode 
in God's house, heard His word, and ate of His bread. 
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What if they were, for all that, in heart and practice, 
slaves still to sin, as all men are bom to be : the sons of a 
bond-race, in that condition of subjection to the will of the 
evil one of which our Lord has just been speaking? Is it 
not clear that if we are that and no more, then we retain 
our place in the house of God by sufferance only, not by 
right ; tolerated so long as God pleases, but with the fear 
over us (the fear? nay, the certainty) that we shall be cast 
out one day ? 

But by these gracious and wonderfully suggestive words, 
if the Son make you free ^ has not our Lord opened for us a 
glimpse into the possibility of our adoption ? Granted that 
He who never committed sin, therefore never became its 
slave, is alone entitled to abide in His place, and as the sole 
human Son of God to " dwell in the house of the Lord for 
ever": still He may have become a member of God*s 
earthly house, and linked Himself thus to our fallen family, 
on very purpose to raise us (if we will) to His own level ! 
Suppose He is come, this only begotten Son of God, to 
ransom us from our fatal bondage to our sins ; suppose 
that, by uniting us to Himself, He can confer upon us 
eventual freedom from this inward and spiritual servitude ; 
suppose that He possesses the power of sharing with us 
His own Divine and eternal life ; suppose that He is minded 
to make such a union with us that we shall be lifted with 
Himself into family relationship to the Most High, and be 
made sons and heirs with Christ — what then ? If the Son 
do thus set us free, shall we not be free indeed ; ay, and 
dwell, we too, " in the house of the Lord for ever " ? 

J. Oswald Dykes. 
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A SURVEY OF THE SYNOPTIC QUESTION. 

ni. Points Proved or Probable (continued). 

We have seen what a large consensas there is of scholars, 
approaching the study of the Synoptic Gospels from very 
different directions, in favour of some form of the theory 
which postulates as the foundation of our present Gospels 
two main documents, which, although arrived at hy critical 
analysis, and not by external testimony, are yet found to 
correspond sufficiently well with the two works described 
by Papias, the " Notes of the Preaching of St. Peter " put 
together by St. Mark, and the " Collection of Logia " — 
oracles or utterances — of the Lord set down in writing by 
St. Matthew. 

Taking the first of these two documents, we have seen 
that the statements of Papias as to its origin agree with 
the facts; that they explain a certain partial, onesided, 
individual character which it has, distinguishing it from 
the main body of evangelical tradition, and proving that it 
is not a direct product of the central and collective action 
of the Church. We have seen, however, that, although the 
main outlines of our second Gospel are thus traceable to 
St. Peter, it still remains an open question whether or not 
there is another element in the Gospel as well ; and it is a 
question that must also be regarded as open, how far the 
Gospel as we have it bears marks of editorial revision and 
additions. 

We now come to the second document, and we have 
to ask ourselves a similar series of questions. As to the 
detailed structure of this document, how much can we 
regard as proved, and how much as probable ? 

We cannot, I fear, go so far in our affirmations about 
this source as about its companion. There certain main 
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lines stood out broadly and clearly. That the document 
was in writing, that it closely resembled our St. Mark, were 
points about which it seemed that not much remained to 
be debated. But in regard to this second document, the 
case is less clear even for its very existence. Yet when we 
find that in two of our Gospels, the first and third, there 
is contained a large element of discourse common to both, 
that one of those Gospels bears the name of the apostle 
St. Matthew, and that one of the earliest of Church writers 
is said to have stated expressly that St. Matthew left be« 
hind him a collection which may be reasonably interpreted 
as consisting mainly of discourse, then the conclusion lies 
near at hand, and has commended itself to the great 
mass of recent inquirers as probable, that the discourses 
and sayings which our first and third evangelists join 
in reporting are derived from the work attributed to St. 
Matthew. 

For this at least is a point on which there is increasing 
unanimity, that the apostle St. Matthew did not write the 
whole of the first Gospel as we have it. That he wrote a 
section of it so important that his name passed from that 
to the whole, is by most writers willingly conceded ; but 
analysis reveals the composite nature of our Gospel too 
clearly for it to be probable that we have in it the original 
work of our apostle as it left his pen. Let us hear Mr. 
Wright on this subject. 

" We have the apparently independent testimony of three witnesses 
in the second century — Papias, IrenaBus, and PantflBnus — that St. 
Matthew wrote in * Hebrew.* Nor is there any ancient authority to 
the contrary. The Fathers of the Church are agreed that it was so, 
and only since the Beformation has the fact been seriously, and, as I 
think, most unjustifiably, called in question. 

" Nevertheless the Fathers, as far back as we can trace their opinions, 
unreservedly accept our first Gospel, which is in Greek, as St. Matthew's 
work. While they uphold the Aramaic or * Hebrew ' (as they call it) 
original, they equally uphold the Greek representative as though it 
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were an exact translation, made either by St. Matthew himself or bj 
some authorized interpreter. And it is in ray opinion impossible to 
ignore this consensus of belief. 

"And yet upon close examination notliing appears more certain than 
that our first Gospel is not immediately a translation. In the first 
cycle, which it gives almost complete, not only is St. Peter's narrative 
adopted, but the most numerous and minute agreements prove that 
St. Mark's version has been used. In the second cycle also the same 
Greek text is followed which we find in St. Luke. And even those 
parts which are peculiar to the first Gospel do not (like St. Luke's two 
preliminary chapters) read like a direct translation from the Aramaic. 
They are a translation, as indeed the whole Gospel is, but a translation 
which has been rounded and smoothed by passing through a long line 
of Greek catechists. 

*' Our first Gospel therefore is a composite work. St. Peter must be 
called the author of a considerable part of it. St. Matthew cannot 
have written down this part — I mean the first cycle — unless we are to 
suppose that he, an apostle and eyewitness, set aside his own recol- 
lections and went to school for his facts with the later Hellenic 
catechists. Even if he had done this, he would be the editor, rather 
than the author, of that considerable portion, which indeed forms 
the historical framework of the whole." * 

I do not know that Professor Marshall has declared 
himself on this head, but all the other writers whom I have 
named as representing recent opinion on the subject would 
entirely agree with Mr. Wright. This I think we may set 
down as another point gained, that the first Gospel, like 
the third, is composite in its origin, secondary, and not 
primary. 

If however it bears the name of St. Matthew, it does bo 
with good reason. It does so because the contents of a 
work really from the pen of St. Matthew have passed into 
it. It has incorporated with it that collection of Logia 
which has contributed so prominent and valuable an 
element to the companion volume by St. Luke. 

The problem then before us is to reconstruct from our 
present Gospels the original collection of Logia, Here 

* Composition of the Four GospeUt p. 60 f. ; cf. pp. 133-135. 
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we enter upon a task of great difiGculty, and one which, 
although a quantity of honest and scholarly labour has 
been expended upon it, is still some way from having 
reached a definitive conclusion. A number of questions 
arise. What was the extent of the Logia? Were they 
pure discourse, or was discourse at all intermingled with 
narrative? In which of the two Gospels, St. Matthew 
and St. Luke, are the Logia preserved more nearly ? Does 
either Gospel represent them accurately? In what rela- 
tion do the versions which we now possess stand to the 
original ? 

1. On the first point some progress has been made. It 
used to be keenly debated whether the Logia admitted any 
element of narrative; now this is practically not denied. 
The conversion of Holtzmann was significant. He now 
allows that the discourses of which the Logia were mainly 
composed may have had brief historical introductions, such 
as are frequently assigned to them in St. Luke. Such, for 
instance, would be the introduction to the model prayer, 
which was given, as St. Luke tells us, in reply to a request 
from the disciples that they too might be taught a form of 
prayer as the disciples of the Baptist had been.^ Such 
again would be the story about the Galilaeans whom Pilate's 
soldiery slaughtered in the very act of sacrificing; ^ and the 
mention of the murmurs of the Pharisaic party which were 
answered by that succession of beautiful parables — the lost 
sheep, the lost drachma, the lost son.^ It does not follow 
at once from this that all these, little introductory notices 
would be accepted as of equal value. Some would seem 
to belong, not to the document quoted, but to the evangelist, 
and to be his inferences as to the occasion of parable or 
saying, drawn from the parable or saying itself. For in- 
stance, the parable of the importunate widow seems to 

1 St. Luke zi. 1. < St. Lake zili. 1. 

» St. Luke XV. 1, 2. 

' VOL. III. 20 
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have had in the first instance quite as much to do with the 
nearness of the parousia as with the duty of perseverance 
in prayer to which it is referred.^ 

2. However this question as to the fragments of con- 
necting narrative which link together the discourses is. 
not of any large dimensions. It is a more important 
matter to determine where we are mainly to look for the 
Logia, whether in our present St. Matthew or in our 
present St. Luke. In the choice of these alternatives 
opinions are greatly divided. This is the state of things. 
In St. Matthew we have a number of well compacted and 
neatly arranged blocks of discourse: the sermon on the 
mount (v.-vii.), the instructions to the twelve (x.), the 
chapter of parables (xiii.), the invectives against the 
Pharisees (xxiii.), the eschatological discourses (xxiv., xxv.)^ 
besides certain smaller sections interspersed among these. 
It has been frequently observed that these masses of 
discourse are in many cases rounded off by the formula, 
" When Jesus had ended these words,'* or the like.^ On the 
other hand, the corresponding matter in St. Luke is found 
in a far more dispersed condition. For instance, St. Luke 
furnishes parallels to rather more than half the verses of the 
sermon on the mount (at a rough reckoning 64 verses out 
of 107) ; but these parallels are scattered over no less than 
ten distinct contexts, and even within those contexts with 
considerable disturbance of order.* 

We ask then, which of these two arrangements is nearer 
to the original ? And we cannot be surprised if the balance 
of probability has been often thought to lie on the side of 



^ St. Lake XTiii. 1-8. Cf. Holtzmann, Einleituvg^ p. 852. 

' St. Matt. vii. 28, xl. 1, liii. 53, xiz. 1, xxvi. 1. See Weizsiicker, Apo$t^ 
Zeitalt.f p. 387 ; Holtzmann, Einleitung, p. 351, etc. 

* We might assign these contexts roughly thus : (a) St. Luke vi. 20-49 ; (/3) 
xi. 1-4, 9-13 ; (7) xi. 34-36 ; («) xi. 47-49 ; (e) xii. 22-36 ; (f) xiL 57-59 ; (i7> 
xiii. 23-27 ; (0) xi7. 34, 35 ; (1) xvi. 13 ; (*c) xvi. 17, 18. • 
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St. Luke. On the one side we have unity, aggregation, 
compactness, which has very much the appearance of being 
artificial. On the other side we have dispersion, disorder, 
confusion, which looks more like the state of nature. 
" Which is in itself more probable," asks Holtzmann, " that 
Luke has wantonly destroyed these imposing structures, 
and scattered the ruins of them to the four winds, or that 
Matthew has built up his stone^heaps into walls? " ^ Still 
it is not maintained that the dispersed sayings in St. Luke 
are all exactly where they should be. Here, for instance, 
is a graphic image which the writer just quoted adopts 
from Strauss : '' The hard grit of these sayings of Jesus 
(die kernigen Beden Jesu) has not indeed been dissolved by 
the flood of oral tradition, but they have often been washed 
away from their original position, and, like rolling pebbles 
(Gerdlle), have been deposited in places to which they did 
not properly belong," ^ " Erratic blocks," Holtzmann else- 
where calls them. And it must be confessed that this view 
has at first sight much to rocommend it. 

It has been a natural form for the theory which goes to 
St. Luke for the reconstruction of the Logia to take, to find 
a representative section of this primitive document in what 
is often called " the Great Interpolation or Insertion {die 
grosse Einsclialtung)^'' the long passage which breaks the 
continuity of the Petrine memoirs as we have them in 
St. Mark, between Luke ix. 51-xviii. 14. This view is ex- 
pressed most simply and directly by Wendt, who says that, 
while St. Matthew has in the main combined together that 
which is allied in subject, St. Luke has inserted the mass 
of the Logia into the narrative of St. Mark in two great 
connected portions (Luke vi. 20-viii. 3, and ix. 51-xviii. 14).* 
A simple and happy solution of the problem indeed if only 

^ Einleitung^ p. 352. 

• Ibid. 

* Lehre JesVt !•» P* ^6. 
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it would fit the facts when closely applied to them ; bat 
it is the fate of the critic to find first this and then that 
attractive theory break down under his hand, when it 
comes to be applied in detail. 

This " Great Insertion," or " Journal of Travel '* {ReUe- 
bericht)^ or "Peraean Section," or "Samaritan Section," 
as it has been variously called, is seen on examination to 
be also composite in its structure. It contains material 
which is common to all the Synoptics ; it contains material 
which is common to St. Luke with St. Matthew; but a 
large proportion of it is peculiar to St. Luke alone. C^n 
we assign the whole of this diverse matter to a single source, 
the Logia ? Is it not at the outset strange that the Gospel 
which has embodied so much of the Logia as to have 
appropriated the name of its author, has nevertheless 
omitted fully one half of its contents — and that a half 
which certainly does not yield in interest and attraction to 
the rest ? 

But in addition to this. Dr. Ewald, following partly in 
the steps of Wittichen, adduces an elaborate linguistic 
argument to show that the peculiar portions in these 
chapters of St. Luke, while they have all the characteristics 
of the evangelist's own diction, have also certain special 
characteristics of their own, presenting, as he thinks, points 
of contact with the story of the infancy (chaps, i., ii.), and 
also {e,g.) with St. Stephen's speech in the Acts.^ On the 
strength of these phenomena, Dr. Ewald postulates a new 
document, which he calls ''B" (Beisebericht). I am not 
sure that the arguments are convincing, but there is 
nothing improbable in the conclusion: at least, I doubt 
very much if the whole, or even the greater part, of the 
long section, Luke ix. 51-xviii. 14, came from the Logia. 

Another observation Dr. Ewald has made which seems 

> Pages 287, 238. 
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to me of decided importance. It is this : that the resem- 
blance between the first and third Gospels in passages 
which might be supposed to be taken from the Logia is 
very much closer in some places than in others. Dr. 
Ewald gives lists which will be well deserving of the 
student's attention on this head. As his book is not likely 
to be translated or to circulate much in this country, I 
shall venture to give the reader the benefit of them. 
They do not profess to be exhaustive, but only to serve 
as illustrations. For identity of expression he notes the 
following : 

Luke iii. 7-9, 16. 17 = Matt. iii. 7-12. 

Luke vi. 41, 42 = Matt. vii. 3-5. 

Luko vii. 22-28, 31-35 = Matt. xi. 4-11, 16-19. 

Luke ix. 67-60 = Matt. viii. 18-22. 

Luke X. 2 = Matt. ix. 37, 38. 

Luke X. 12-15 = Matt. xi. 21-24. 

Luke X. 21, 22 == Matt. xi. 25-27. 

Luke xi. 24-26 = Matt. xii. 43-45. 

Luke xii. 22-31 = Matt. vL 25-33. 

Luke xii. 39-46 = Matt. xxiv. 43-5L 

Luke xiii. 34, 35 = Matt, xxiii. 37-39. 

Luke xvi. 13, etc. ■= Matt. vi. 24, etc. 

A greater amount of variation is perceptible in 

Luke xi. 2-4 = Matt. vi. 9-13. 

Luke xii. 2-9 = Matt. x. 266-133. 

Luke xiii. 58, 59 = Matt. v. 25, 26. 

Luke XV. 3-7 = Matt, xviii. 12-14. 

Luke xvii. 1-4, etc. = Matt, xviii. 8, 7, 51, 21, etc. 

Lastly, there are some longer discourses in which resem- 
blance and difference are strongly mixed. So conspicuously 
the sermon on the mount (Luke vi. 20-49 = Matt, v.-vii., 
with the exceptions noted in the first list above), the discourse 
against the Scribes and Pharisees (Luke xi. 39-52 = Matt, 
xxiii., also with exceptions) ; and among shorter passages 
Luke xiv. 25-27= Matt. x. 37-39. 
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Dr. Ewald rightly observes, and it is, in fact, very remark- 
able, bow tbe identity of language in the first set of passages 
only serves to throw oat into stronger relief the little touches 
of individuality in style and turn of phrase which betray 
the hand of the evangelist. We can see from such examples 
how he is in the way of treating his sources. The altera- 
tions which he makes are only literary, and do not go deep 
into the grain. 

These phenomena make it strange when we turn to the 
other set of passages, which, if the same document has still 
been used, imply a far freer and more masterful handling. 
The difficulty has been for some time present to my own 
mind, but Dr. Ewald has certainly advanced tbe subject 
a considerable stride by the definiteness which he has 
imparted to it. Let us endeavour to realize this greater 
definiteness by setting before ourselves one or two concrete 
examples. And, first, let us see how closely the evangelist 
is capable of adhering to the document he is using. The 
words common to the two Gospels {Le, to the original of 
both) are printed in roman type ; those peculiar to either 
Gospel in italics. The comparison is based upon the Greek, 
which underlies tbe English version. 



St. Matthew iii. 7-9. 

"Ye offspring of vipers, who 
warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? Bring forth therefore 
fruit worthy of repentance : and 
think not {fiff do^rjrf) to say within 
yourselves, We have Abraham to 
our father : for I say unto you, 
that God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraliam. 
And even now is the axe laid unto 
the root of the trees : every tree 
therefore that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and 
the fire." 



St. Lcke iii. 7-9. 

" Ye offspring of vipers, who 
warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? Bring forth therefore 
fruits worthy of repentance, and 
begin not {firj ap^fjaSf) to say with- 
in yourselves, We liave Abraham 
to our father : for I say unto you, 
that God is able of tliese stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham. 
And even now is the axe also laid 
unto the root of the trees : every 
tree therefore that bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire." 
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Here we have two and a half verses which are verbatim 
the same, not only in words, bat in the order of the words, 
with the very slight exceptions of a plural for a singular, an 
additional conjunction («at), and a single change of phrase, 
the motive of which is evidently literary. 

Now let us set against this the opening of the sermon on 
the mount, still representing coincidences by roman type 
and peculiarities by italics. Familiar as the passage is, it 
will on this very account bring home with greater effect the 
point we are illustrating. 



St. Matthew v. 1-12. 

*' And seeing tlis multitudes, He 
went up hUo the VMuntain: and 
ioheii He luid sat down. His dis- 
<nples canie unto Him : and He 
opened His vioutk, and ta^ight tliem, 
saying, 

Blessed are tlie poor in spirit 

• • • 

Blessed are tliey that mourn : 
for tliey sliall he comforted. 
Blessed are tlie meek : . , , 
Blessed are they that hunger 
and thirst after righteousness: 

• • • 

Blessed are tJhe merciful : . . . 
Blessed are tlie pure in Ikeart : 

Blessed are the peacemakers: 

Blessed are they that have hee^i 
persecuted for righteousness* sake .- 
. « • 

Blessed are yo when men shall 
reproach you, and pei'secute you, 
and say aU manner of evil against 
yon falsely, for My sake. Brejoice, 
and be exceeding glad: for great 
is your reward in heaven : for so 
persecuted tliey the prophets which 
were before you.*' 



it 



St. Luke vi. 17-26. 

And He came down with them, 
and stood on a level place. . . . 
And He lifted up His eyes on His 
disciples, and said, 

Blessed are ye poor . . . 

Blessed are ye that hunger 
noio: . • . 

Blessed are ye that weep now : 
for ye shall laugh. 

Blessed ai*e ye when men shall 
hate you, and wlien fliey shall 
separate you \Jrom their company'], 
and reproach you, and cast out 
your namA as evil, for tlie Son of 
%wxiCs sake. Rejoice in iJiat day 
and leap for joy : for, beliold, your 
reward is great in heaven : for in 
tlis same manner did their fatliers 
unto the prophets. 

But woe unto you that are rich I 

« •  

Woe unto you that are full 
now / . . . Woe [unto you] ye 
that laugh now! . . . Woe 
[unto you] wlien all men shall 
speak well of you / for in the sams 
vianner did tlieir fathers to the 
false prophets." 
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It Deeds no emphasis to bring oat the deep-seated diver- 
gence of these extracts — the strange inverting of circum- 
stances in the introduction : the ascent, the descent ; the 
mountain, the plain (or, at least, flat ground) ; the attitude 
— sitting, standing ; the gesture selected for notice — opening 
the mouth, lifting the eyes; the audience, in the one case 
(so far as it appears) stationary, in the other drawing near;* 
and then, in the discourse itself, the aphoristic form of the 
one version, couched in the third person, the direct address 
of the other couched in the second ; the addition of woes to 
blessings, with the omission of so many of the latter in St. 
Luke*s version ; the different degrees or stages of inward- 
ness from the standpoint of which the two versions appear 
to be written. When we consider all this, the old historical 
question. Can we have before us the same discourse? re* 
mains indeed, but retires behind the newer critical ques- 
tion. Is it possible that both accounts should be drawn from 
the same document ? 

It is obvious to deny this ; but, again, we cannot do so 
with an easy conscience. The two accounts are both in- 
troduced at what is really the same point in the history ; 
they both begin in the same manner ; they both end in the 
same manner ; and when we pass a little farther down in 
the discourse {e.g. to Matt. vi. 25-33, Luke xii. 22-31), 
we find ourselves in the presence of a much closer verbal 
resemblance. 

It is difficult then still to shake ourselves free from the 
Logia. But it is doubtless phenomena such as these which 
have led scholars like Wendt to suppose that, while the 
Logia were used by both evangelists, they had not really 
the written document actually before them, but quoted from 
it viemoriter. That again conflicts with the alternation of 
exactness with freedom in the method of quoting. And 
even if we have recourse to the hypothesis of Simons, that 
the coincidences between our first and third Gospels are 
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due not only to the use of the same fundamental document, 
but also to the direct dependence of the one upon the other, 
still even this does not give a completely satisfactory ex- 
planation of the varying degrees of approximation and 
divergence which prevail in different parts of the two 
versions. 

It is natural that, amongst other hypotheses, recourse 
should be had to that of a Hebrew or Aramaic original. 
And it has occurred to me that this might perhaps ex- 
plain one of the principal difBculties. There appears to 
be a Hebrew word which has just the required shade of 
ambiguity between "poor" simply and "poor in spirit," ^ 
and which we can easily imagine susceptible of both ren- 
derings. It is a word too which comes into one of those 
central passages of the Old Testament which our Lord 
took up most directly into His own teaching. It will be 
observed that, in the Bevised Version of Isaiah Ixi. 1, 
the old rendering is retained : " The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me ; because the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek'' ; but "poor" is given 
as an alternative for "meek" in the margin; and in the 
quotation of this passage in St. Luke iv. 18, " poor " is> 
the rendering both in the Greek and in the English. In 
Psalm ix. 18, " The expectation of the poor shall not 
perish for ever," the Eevised Version has "poor" in the 
text, " meek " in the margin. There can be little doubt 
that the Hebrew (or Aramaic) corresponding to this was 
the word originally used in the first beatitude, and that 
the evangelist has represented it to us by an apt and just 
paraphrase. 

It will be observed that the idea of "comfort to the 
mourner " occurs in the same context, Isaiah Ixi. 2, " To 
comfort all that mourn," where the idea of mourning also 

^ I am pat upon tlus track by Holtzmann, Die Synoptiker, ad loc. 
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may well be taken in a wider spiritual sense {oi verOomrre^ 
ov T^ 'i^^OCV H^^ow aXka xal ri vrevfuiTi), 

Again, many of the variants in the last beatitude — 
*' hate " or " separate " . . . ''persecute"; "cast out your 
name as evil "*..*' speak all manner of evil " ; " leap 
for joy " ..." be exceeding glad " ; " so " . . . " in 
like manner " — one might well beUeve arose from difference 
of translation. 

Still the hypothesis of a Hebrew or Aramaic original, 
though it may explain some of the phenomena in question, 
is not capable of being carried through. For instance, it is 
refuted, not only by passages like that previously mentioned 
— Matthew vi. 25-33 = Luke xii. 22-31, which lie outside 
the immediate context of the sermon as St. Luke gives it, 
— but also by passages like Matthew vii. 3-5 = Luke vi. 41, 
42, which lie within it. And even if it were possible to 
suppose that the two evangelists were giving independent 
versions of a common Semitic original, even that would not 
explain the whole of the facts. It would bring us no nearer 
to understanding why St. Matthew should have a series of 
eight beatitudes and St. Luke substitute for this four pro* 
nouncements of blessing and four of woe. 

And yet I hesitate equally to think that the difference is 
due merely to a free handling of a common original by 
either of our evangelists. We have seen that there are 
many places in which St. Luke keeps closely enough to his 
text ; the changes which he introduces into it are not of so 
far-reaching a kind. But apart from that, we can ill afford 
to lose either of the two versions ; on neither can we lay 
the band and say. This is unworthy of the author to whom 
it is ascribed. In regard to both we have the same difficulty 
in supposing that any one but Jesus could have so spoken. 
They present truths complementary to each other — truths 
allied in their essence, though seen, as it were, from a 
different angle. 
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The conclasion therefore to which I incline is that 
which I understand to be also favoured by Dr, Ewald. I 
believe that the beatitudes originally stood in the Logia 
in a form not dissimilar from that in which we have a 
Greek version of them in St. Matthew. I believe that St. 
Luke also had access to the Logia ; and I find it hard to 
<loubt that in some places, at least, if not in this, he had 
access even to the same Greek version.^ But I suspect that 
here, and very probably elsewhere, he also had before 
him some other document — entirely independent of the 
Logia — which contained a discourse spoken originally 
on some other occasion, but yet so like the sermon on 
the mount as to be identified with it by St. Luke. That 
evangelist seems to have given us, not either discourse 
singly or separately, but the two fused together, the lan- 
guage and expression of the discourse peculiar to himself 
predominating. 

It is at least conceivable that St. Luke's enlarged version 
of the call of the four apostles (v. 1-11) may be a combina- 
tion of the Synoptic narrative with a tradition similar to 
that of St. John xxi. 1-11. No doubt the two accounts 
read now as if they referred to different events ; but we may 
imagine St. Luke partly drawing upon written documents, 
partly collecting by word of mouth stories detached from 
their context, and not always perhaps quite at first hand. 
Among these latter there came to him one which seemed to 
fit in with the call of the apostles ; and he placed it there, 
interweaving it with the framework supplied to him by 
St. Mark. 

I would not say more than that this is a conceivable 
explajiation. How far it is also probable will depend upon 
the conclusion we are led to form as to St. Luke's historical 
method generally — a conclusion which would be better 

' So too Wendt, Lehre Jetu^ I., p. 45. 
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reserved until we have reached a further point in the study 
of the Synoptic problem than we have at present. As yet 
we do not deal with assured results, but only with working 
hypotheses. 

W. Sanday. 
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SURVEY OF RECENT ENGLISH LITERATURE 
ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

» 

Miscellaneous. — Dr. James Morison, whose commentaries on the 
lirst two gospels have met with so wide an acceptance, having 
completed a fifty years' ministry, has been asked to issue a 
memorial volume of sermons. This we have in his Slieaves of 
Ministry (Hodder <fc Stoaghton). As might be expected, they 
are doctrinal, but in thoroughly good taste and temper. In the 
sermon which may be considered the heart of the volume, " Does 
God fix Everything?" Dr. Morison ignores the explanations offered 
by Calvinists, and the replies they have made to the charge that 
they make God the only sinner. In a popular sermon this course 
was excusable and legitimate ; but the wisdom of publishing so 
barely one-sided a statement on a disputed topic may bo ques- 
tioned. In another sermon, in order to escape Calvinistic fore- 
ordination, he resorts to the expedient of interpreting the words, 
" as many as were ordained to eternal life," as meaning, "as many 
as were self-addicted to the things that naturally issue in eternal 
life." It is this kind of thing that scares wavering Calvinists, 
and hurries them back to their Calvinism. Dr. Morison cannot 
find in Scripture any " larger hope." His method of harmonizing 
Paul and James is scarcely what might have been looked for from 
an QjiegeiQ of repute ; and his sermon on the Bible, " The Book 
of God," evades all the questions which at present exercise theo- 
logians. Many of the sermons are useful, and give clear and 
sufficient definitions of important truths. — A serious and thought- 
ful exposition of the Lord's Prayer comes to us from Canada : Our 
Father 8 Kingdom^ by the Rev. Charles B. Ross, M.A., B.D. (T. & 
T. Clark). The twelve lectures in this volume must have been 
listened to with profit ; they are sensible, and they strive to bring 
Christian faith into contact with life and social needs. 

Two volumes on the life of Christ deserve notice. Principal 
Wace has collected into a volume a number of papei*s he had 
contributed to the Clergyman's Magazine^ and issues it with the 
attractive, if non-mathematical, title. Some Central Points of our 
hordes Ministry (Hodder & Stoughton). The papers are not so 
suggestive as Dr. Wace by his previous writings has led us to 
expect ; but they are, it need not be said, carefully thought out 



318 SURVEY OF RECENT ENGLISH LITERATURE 



and, if accepted as sermoDS, most take higb rank. They are 
devont, reverential, thonghtfal meditations on important themes, 
and were worthy of the pulpit of Lincoln's Inn Chapel, where 
they were first delivered. — Taster Pagtorum ; or^ The Schooling of 
the Apostles by our Lord, is the title of a volnme by the Rev. Henr^' 
Latham, M.A., blaster of Trinity Hall, Cambridge (Deighton, Bell 
A Co.), and has grown out of five and thirty years of college work. 
Mr. Latham has done well to publish this volume ; for, although 
it is curiously incomplete, yet the points which are treated are 
handled with insight and originality. As an evidence of the 
independence of the author, it may be mentioned that, although 
one of the great books of this generation is occupied with the same 
theme, there is no trace of its influence from beginning to end of 
Mr. Latham's volnme. Proceeding upon the idea that the train- 
ing of the apostles was a very principal object in our Lord's 
ministry, he endeavours to trace the method and principles acted 
upon. For this purpose he examines the call of the apostles, 
showing how our Lord respected their freedom of choice, and 
selected agents suitable for the work He wished them to do ; how 
He taught them by parable and miracle, and gave them also a 
practical training. Every one who has pursued similar lines of 
thought will gladly acknowledge that, if Mr. Latham omits matters 
essential to completeness of treatment, and if he occasionally^ 
introduces ideas that ai'e familiar, he much moi'e frequently lets 
fall a pencil of clearest illumination on points which hitherto have 
escaped notice. His ** Chronological Appendix" will also be found 
useful, although a most unfortunate misprint at the beginning of 
it represents our Lord as being bom in A.U.C. 753 instead of 750. 

That Charles Kingsley's volume of sermons entitled The Good 
News of God should have run through eleven editions since 1863 
will surprise no one and will gratify many. Other sermons of 
the same preacher which have attained great popularity are those 
entitled The Gospel of the Pentateuch and those on David, which 
are now included in one cheap and pretty volume. The volume 
Discipline and other Semurns has also a good I'ecord, and is now 
I'C-issued in this attractive edition, which is meant to range with 
the novels and other writings of the manly and genial rector of 
Erersley, now being issued by Messrs. Macmillan. Not less than 
in his novels did Kingsley reveal a fertile mind and an ardent 
spirit. In their combination of profundity of thought with sim- 
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plicity of exposition his sermons stand alone. They are always 
flowing and rhythmical, even musical in langna.ge ; and, indeed, 
the sermon on " Music " is a tour de force, remarkably illustrating 
how the subject of a discourse can dominate its style. — A third 
volume of Notes of Sermons, by the late missionary-bishop. Dr. 
Steere (George Bell & Sons), deserves a heartier welcome than 
most collections of skeleton sermons. There is really life in these, 
but the essential uselessness of such notes is unconsciously illus- 
trated in the anecdote, told in the preface, of a reporter (falsely 
so called), who adopted the easy method prevalent among his class 
of asking for the preacher's manuscript, and was presented with an 
old envelope with one word jotted down upon it. — Another bunch 
of homiletical germs is by Mr. John Harries, Does God break Hvf 
Pledges ? (Elliot Stock.) If they fall into congenial soil, they may 
germinate. — In the Rev. ^Nathaniel Di mock's Doctrine of the Death 
of Christ (Elliot Stock), an enormous amount of more or less 
relevant matter is brought together. A very complete catena of 
passages from Polycai'p to the Theologia G&rmamca is itself a 
contribution of value. There are also exegetical annotations on 
all the passages of Scripture bearing on the atonement. Mr. 
Dimock writes in the interest of the traditional view ; but even 
although his conclusions may not at all times be acceptable to the 
reader, the material adduced cannot but be useful to the inquirer. 
But it is not learning that is now needed for the solution of the 
difficulties which suiTOund the atonement. Of learning there is 
in this volume rather a superfluity than a lack ; but Mr. Dimock 
does not seem to have himself felt the difficulties he seeks to 
i*emove, and it is simply impossible that an unsympathetic reason er 
can bring light to the groping mind. Especially does Mr. Dimock 
reveal incapacity when he endeavours to show the relation of 
the atonement to the incarnation. The Apostle John would not 
endorse his statements on this point. — Another keenly orthodox 
volume rendered useless by a similar want of perception is The 
New Apologetic; or. The Down-grade in Criticism, Theology, and 
Science, by Prof. Watts, of Belfast (T. & T. Clark). The 
"down-grade" is represented by Bushnell, Farrar, Drummond, 
Bruce, and such like. Dr. Watts is one of those unhappily 
constituted men who cannot write unless they are angry. He 
needs the red rag to excite him ; and this time he follows the 
lead of Mr. Spui'geon, and has brought himself up to fighting 



320 RECENT LITERATURE ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

point by the imagination that the whole theological world is 
8wiftlj mshing to destruction, and that Dr. Watts alone can 
save it. He is a clever logician, deftly manipulating theological 
formula) ; but whether these have any relation to reality he 
never inquires. There is no evidence from boai-d to board of this 
volume that he has ever seriously pondered the matters he dis- 
cusses. He is essentially an advocate, not a jndge. He belongs, 
craving Horace's pardon, to the irritahile genus disputcUorum. — 
We are glad to notice that Messrs. Maclehose, of Glasgow, have 
issued a second volume of the late Dr. Leckie's sermons, with a 
brief memoir. Dr. Leckie had a delicacy of fancy, a directness 
of spiritual insight, and a felicity of exposition unsurpassed in this 
i^eneration of preachers. — To the " Men of the Bible " series. Prof. 
Iverach, of Aberdeen, has added a volume on Paul, in which the 
fruit of much reading and study is presented. The masculine 
thinking, and theological intelligence, and cHtical acuteness, which 
charactenze the writings of Prof. Iverach are abundantly present 
in this little book. 

We have also received from Messra. Kegan Paul, Trench, 
Triibner & Co. the new volume of their " Pulpit Commentary." It 
is on the Epistle to the Romans. The exposition has been written 
by the Rev. J. Barmby, B.D., and is characterized by considerable 
insight and vigour, and by adequate scholarship. The homiletics 
have been entrusted to Prof. J. Radford Thomson and others. 

Marcus Dods. 
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GLYCEBIUS THE DEACON. 

THE 8T0EY OF A EEEE8Y} 

A CLASSICAL scholar owes an apology to the society for 
presuming to address it on such a subject; but you will 
probably all agree with me that, if Dr. Westcott thought I 
might have something to say worth the time that he and 
you devote to me, it was right for me to take his wish for 
an injunction. I am also buoyed up by the belief that, if 
I have anything worth saying, you will see in it a proof 
that great results may be expected for the history of society, 
and of the influence that Christianity exercised on it in 
early times, from systematic exploration of the Eastern 
lands by competent travellers. Everything that I have to 
say, every idea that I have on the subject, is gained from 
study of the documents that I have myself found in the 
country, and which I was in honour obliged, at first much 
against my own will, to edit. The subject lay quite apart 
from the sphere of my previous interests and studies, and 
also far apart from the work which has been required by 
my situation in life. 

In so far as I fail to carry conviction to your minds, I 
shall be only too grateful for criticism. In treading on 
ground unfamiliar to me, I lack the surefootedness of the 
specialist in his own department. I know well that year- 

^ The following paper was read, nearly verbatim as here printed, to the 
Cambridge Clerical Society on October 17th, 1889. It was intended for pub- 
lication ; but want of time to complete many sentences, of which only the 
first half was written, and to add a few notes and occasional sentences, has 
delayed the publication. The paper, being addressed to a nniversity audience, 
takes in part the form of a plea for a wider range of classical studies. 

VOL. III. "^ 21 
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long fiamiliarity with a sabject in all its aspects is needed 
in order to use the exactly correct words that shall express 
one's meaning and no more: seeking to avoid one error, 
the unwary scholar passes into the opposite error ; writing 
from one point of yiew, he is onconscioos of the effect of 
his words from another. In so far then as I want that sore- 
ness of touch that long familiarity with the subject alone 
gives, I shelter myself behind Dr. Westcott's invitation. 

There has existed, and even still exists, a wide-spread 
opinion that such subjects as I wish to place before you lie 
out of the pale of what is called humane letters, and that 
the classical scholar has nothing to do with them. But we 
are all only too prone to bound the realm of humane letters 
by the limits of our individual interests; and the terms 
" narrow" and " specialist," as some of us occasionally use 
them, mean simply that the so called "specialist" finds 
some 'interest beyond the limits of our traditional circle. 
But probably it is unnecessary, in the university where J. 
E. B. Mayor is professor, to plead that a classical scholar 
may justifiably spend some part of his time in reading 
such authors as Cyprian or Tertullian as interpreters of 
the society in which they lived, or such authors as Basil of 
Caesareia or Gregory of Nazianzos, if he wishes to under* 
stand the history of Boman Asia Minor. In becoming 
Christians, these writers did not cease to be men : they only 
found that element of thoroughness, sincerity, and enthu* 
siasm, the want of which is so unpleasant in later classical 
literature ; and if they directed these qualities into different 
channels from those which are most natural now, every 
unusual direction of our common human nature must be 
studied and explained by the circumstances of its time. 
History only deepens in intensity and interest as we pass 
from the classical and come down towards the present time< 
The only reason why it sometimes appears less interesting 
is that the strands of life become more numerous as time 
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goes on, and the effort to comprehend them separately, 
and bring them together in the mind to form the compli- 
cated thread of human history, grows more serious. 

There are many interests of the most fascinating kind in 
the history of the Boman empire, when we turn away from 
the battles and sieges, the murders and suicides, the crimes 
of one emperor and the lofty character of another — in 
short, from all the great things of histpry. The machinery 
by which for the first time in human history there was 
constructed a great and stable empire, more permanent 
than the strdng arm of the despot who held it together ; 
the remarkable system by which such a splendid series 
of provincial adminstrators was produced and trained, 
administrators of whom one of the greatest scholars Gam- 
bridge has ever produced — a scholar whom we all grudge 
to the politics that absorb him — says that we can among 
them find examples occasionally of cruelty, occasionally of 
rapacity, but never of incompetence : ^ that magnificent sys- 
tem is a fascinating study, but it is inferior in human 
interest to the study of social phenomena. The widest 
democracy of ancient times was a narrow oligarchy in com- 
parison with our modem states. But the ideas which have 
realized themselves among us as the rights of the poorest 
and lowest classes were at work under the Boman empire ; 
and the central point in the study of Boman imperial 
society is the conflict of the new religion with the old. By 
a study of Boman imperial society, I do not of course mean 
superficial talk about Juvenal and the society he describes. 
What Juvenal considered to be society was merely the 
slowly dying governing caste of earlier Bome, the nobles 
who had conquered the world, who had long maintained 
their pre-eminence by absorbing into their number every 
person of vigour and power enough to raise him above the 
level of the lower class, but who at last paid the penalty^ 

^ Waddington, FatUi cUi Provinces Asiatiquei, p. 18. 
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which every privileged class seems always to pay, in bor* 
rapt ion and gradual death. Tacitus and Juvenal paint 
the deathbed of pagan Borne ; they have no eyes to see 
the growth of new Borne, with its universal citizenship, 
its universal Church (first of the emperors, afterwards of 
Christ), its ''alimentations," its care for the orphan and 
the foundling, its recognition of the duty of the State to 
see that every one of its members is fed. The empire out- 
raged the old republican tradition, that the provincial was 
naturally inferior to the Boman ; ^ but this, which was its 
greatest crime in the eyes of ^Tacitus, is precisely what 
constitutes its importance in the history of the world. 
What we are in search of is the historian who will show us 
the state of things beyond the exclusive circle of aristocratic 
society, among the working classes and the thinking classes, 
and who will discuss the relation between the Christian 
and his next-door neighbour who sacrificed to Bome and 
the emperor, and amused himself with the pageantry of 
Jupiter and Artemis. I want to be shown what the middle 
classes of the community were doing, and still more what 
they were thinking. I care little for the university scholar, 
who immured himself in the university, and dabbled in 
elegant literature and gave showy lectures ; but I want to 
see the man of high university training who went out to 
move the world. I get little for my purpose among the 
pagan writers ; and I must go to the Christian writers, 
whom I find full of social enthusiasm, though expressed in 
strange and to me sometimes repellent forms. They weary 
me often with doctrine, when I want humanity ; but even 
beneath their doctrine the man appears, and when they 

^ On Horace's protest against this tendency of the empire, of which he was 
vaguely conscious, see Mommsen*s speech to the Berlin Academy on the birth>> 
day of the two emperors, Frederick and WiUiam II., in the year 1889. Horace, 
though an adherent of Octavian, never really abandoned his old republican 
view \ he admired Augustas as the restorer of old Bome, not as the maker of 
new Bome. 
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condescend to the affairs of the world, they are instinct 
with burning human feeling. 

I want then for a time to take Church history out of the 
theological domain, and have it written from another point 
of view. When it is treated by writers whose interests are 
either theological or anti^theological, there is inevitably a 
tendency to treat controversies between sects and struggles 
between opposing churches as a matter purely of religious 
dogma. The diversities of opinion on points of doctrine, 
often sufficiently minute points, are related in great detail, 
by the theologians with the interest of love, by the anti- 
theologians with the interest of ridicule. But, to take an 
example from my own country, the historian of Scotland 
who described the differences of doctrine, often barely 
discernible by the naked eye, between our innumerable 
sects, and left the reader to infer that these were the 
sole, or even the chief, causes of division between the sects, 
would give a very inadequate picture of the facts. He 
must also describe and explain many social and political 
differences; e.g. he must not leave his readers ignorant 
of the fact that one church as a body took one political 
side, another as a body took the opposite side. 

So in earlier Church history, it has often been the case 
that differences of race or manners were the cause of 
division between churches and sects, and slight differences 
of doctrine or ritual were merely badges on the banners 
of armies already arrayed against each other. I do not 
maintain that this is the whole matter, I do not even say 
that it is the chief matter ; but I do say that it is a side 
that deserves and will reward study, and that it has not 
yet received its fair share of attention. 

To come to the particular case of the country with which 
I am most familiar, we want to catch the Cappadocian 
Christian of the fourth century, the Phrygian Christian 
of the second and third centuries, and to acquire some con- 
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ception of his character, his ways, and his thoughts, and 
how he got on with his non-Christian neighbours. In 
studying this subject, I have been gradually led to the 
opinion that a distinction must be drawn among the Chris- 
tians. In the period between 150 and 400, the history of 
Christianity in Asia Minor, when treated as a branch of 
the history of society, is a long conflict between two op- 
posing tendencies, or, as they may be called, sects or 
churches. I desire to avoid the use of the term orthodox 
for one of these churches and heretic for the other. One 
of these churches was of native growth, the other repre- 
sented the dominant tone of the Christian world ; one was 
loose in organization and separatist in character, the other 
was strictly organized and vigorously directed to secure 
absolute uniformity of the Church in all parts of the world ; 
one was the native provincial church, the other was the 
Boman church. 

From the theological point of view, these provincial 
churches are divided into many classes and called by many 
names ; but they have all one feature, they tended towards 
separatism and diversity, in opposition to the unity of the 
Church catholic, which was the guiding principle of the 
Eoman church. 

In these remarks I use the term Boman church, not in 
any doctrinal sense, but as indicating the whole body of 
Christians who looked to Bome as the governing centre 
of the Church. Some of the characteristics which I ima- 
gined to have belonged to that church will be brought out 
in the course of the following remarks, in which I attempt 
to indicate some small part of its action and influence in 
Asia Minor. 

The history of the Boman church has varied greatly in 
different districts of Asia Minor. In some it never touched 
the popular heart, and was barely maintained by external 
influence; in others it achieved an easy victory; and in 
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some cases only a faint echo of any conflict has reached as. 
My position is, that there was, in every case throughout 
Asia Minor where any evidence is known, such a conflict ; 
that the first Christians of the country did not look to 
Borne as centre and head of the Church ; that they were 
not organized in a strict fashion, but were looser com- 
munities, in which personal influence counted for much and 
official station for little; and that the careful and strict 
discipline of the Boman church put a stop to the dis- 
integrating tendency, in a political and a religious point 
of view alike, of the provincial churches, organized the 
whole Church in a strict hierarchy of territorial character, 
parallel to the civil organization, and enabled the Church 
to hold together the Boman empire more firmly than the 
worship of the emperors could ever do.^ 

We should gladly be able to answer the question why 
some districts of Asia Minor should have resisted the 
Boman church so persistently, and others have adopted it 
BO readily; why, e.g., if I may use the question-begging 
terms, Cappadocia was orthodox and Phrygia heretical. 

The answer seems obvious in the case of Cappadocia. 
The group of great Church leaders, Basil, Amphilochius, and 
the three Gregories (for I think Gregory, the bishop of 
Nazianzos, may fairly rank along with his far more famous 
son), — this group of leaders carried the country with them. 
But this answer only puts the difficulty one step back: 
can any reason be suggested why the great Cappadocian 
leaders followed the Boman church, whereas the most strik- 
ing figures in Phrygian ecclesiastical history opposed it ? 

^ The modem Greek people has been held together through centuries of 
slavery, not by the tie of blood, for we find Gappadocians, Pisidians, Isaurians 
(the last only in one single tiny village, unknown to the geographers and travel- 
lers), Albanians, eto., all united in feeling as Greeks, nor by the tie of language, 
for the larger number of Greek communities either lost their Greek for Turkish, 
or never even knew Greek, but only Albanian : it has been held together solely 
by the Church. 
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The history of Basil of Caesareia, Gregory of Nyssa, and 
the distiDgnished family to which they belonged is closely 
connected with the city of Ibora in Pontos. A glance at 
the biography of the yarioas members of the family shows 
that a nnmber of questions with regard to the circam- 
stances of their life, and the exact meaning to be placed 
on the language of many of their letters and of the inci- 
dents they describe, depend on. the locality and surround- 
ings. But the name Ibora is still floating in air, and has 
not set foot on the ground ; and for all reasoning that 
depends on local circumstances, on the relation of city 
with city, district with district, and civil governors or 
bishops with each other, it would be as useful to say that 
Basil's family owned an estate beside Gloud-Guckoo-Town, 
as to say that they were landed proprietors near Ibora. 
But any one who attempts the task of reconstructing a 
picture of the society in which Basil, the Gregories, and 
Amphilochius moved, and their relations with it ; the state 
of education in the country, and the attitude which young 
graduates of the University of Athens assumed to the 
home- trained Cappadocians or Pontians — an historian of 
that class, when such a one arises, will find many investi- 
gations stopped by uncertainty as to the situations in 
which events were transacted. The operations of the 
English Asia Minor Exploration Eund have now cleared 
away much of the uncertainty that hung over the localities 
in which the great events of Cappadocian religious history 
took place, and have made it possible to face fairly the 
problem of describing the circumstances of that critical 
period, 350-400, when the character of the Cappadocian 
church was determined. Here is a period about which a 
great body of evidence remains in the writings of the 
principal agents on the victorious side. Their account of 
their opponents, of course, has to be accepted with caution ; 
but in weighing it we can, at least, always have the cer- 
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tainty that they are not too lenient in their judgment, or 
flattering in their description, of the opposite party. 

In the year 370 Basil was appointed bishop of Caesareia, 
metropolitan of Cappadocia, and exarch or patriarch of the 
Pontic dicecesis. He was appointed in spite of the resis- 
tance of the majority of his bishops, in spite of the dislike 
and dread of many of the people, in spite of the open 
opposition of the government. He was elected by the 
strenuous exertions of a few influential individuals ; and 
the authority of the Church outside the province was 
needed in order to put down the disaffected within it. 
The cause of the catholic Church was involved in his elec- 
tion ; without the hand of a vigorous organizer there was 
extreme danger that "heresy" — Eunomianism, Arianism, 
and so on — would triumph in Cappadocia.' We want to 
learn what this means to the student of society. Did 
the Eunomian differ from the Catholic only in certain 
points of doctrine, being otherwise undistinguishable from 
him ? or do these words indicate a difference in private life, 
in political feeling, and in Church organization? The 
question may be answered fully, when the historian is 
found who will face the problem as it has just been 
sketched. I can only express the hope that in this uni- 
versity something may be done to solve it. The later 
Greek and Latin writers are full of material uncollected 
and unvalued for the history of society. Why should 
almost all the natural ability and admirable training of the 
classical scholars of Cambridge be directed towards such 
a narrow range of authors? Every one who has toiled 
through a Byzantine historian in the edition of the Berlin 
Academy — that dauemde Schande der deutschen Philologie 
— compelled, as he does so, slowly and without critical 
material, to remake his edition for his own use, and has 
then run joyously through De Boor's admirable Theo- 
phanes, every one who has done that knows what need 
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there is for the wider employment of learning and skill. 
\!rhy should traditional belief — or, shall I say, traditional 
ignorance? — exclude all Christian Fathers or Byzantine 
historians from the classical scholar's interests, and almost 
confine him to producing the 143rd edition of one out of 
about a score of writers ? ^lien he has got something to 
say about Homer or Cicero that he must say, then let 
him say it ; but might not some of the good scholarship 
of this university be more profitably employed ? I am not 
ungrateful for the large amount of help that I have had 
firom Cambridge scholarship, but what I have had only 
makes me wish for more. 

I shall try to give an example of the human interest of 
this subject by examining one single episode in Cappadocian 
history, about 371-374, and showing what light is thrown 
by it on the character of the Cappadocian Christians at the 
time. The incident is related by Archdeacon Farrar in 
his Lives of the Fathers as follows. His account agrees 
with that given by Canon Venables in the Dictionary of 
Christian Biography, with Tillemont, and with the Migne 
biography; and may be taken fairly as representing the 
usual interpretation. 

"The extraordinary stoiy of the deacon Glycerins illnstrates the 
aberrations dne to the fermenting enthusiasm and speculative curiosity 
which marked the Eastern church, and Trhich were fostered by the 
dreamy idleness of innumerable monks. Glycerius was a young man 
whose early vi<^our Basil viewed with so much favour, that he had 
ordained him deacon of the church of A''enesa (?) about 372. Puffed 
up by his ordination, the young deacon proceeded to gather round him 
a band of devoted young ladies, whose admiration he won by sleek and 
soft religious arts, and who supported him by their offerings. Severely 
reproved by his presbyter, his chorepiscopus, and lastly by Easily 
Glycerius left the town by night with a band of these girls and some 
youths, and scandalized the country by wandering about with them 
in a disorderly manner, dancing and singing hymns, amid the jeers 
of the coarse rustics. AVlien their fathers came to rescue the girls, 
Glycerius ignominiously drove them away. Finally, the whole band 
took refuge with a bishop named Gregory, whom even the Benedictine 
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editor is inclined to think may have been Gregory of Nyssa. Basil 
treated the vain, mischievous, and deluded deacon with much fatherly 
forbearance, and promised to deal with him kindly if he would dismiss 
the votaries he was leading, not to Grod, but to the abyss. Strange to 
say, the bishop, whoever he was, either failed to second BasiUs e£Eorts, 
or only did so in a lukewarm and inadequate way." 

Let me now read to you the letters from which all our 
knowledge has to be gathered. I hope that, through my 
bald translation, something of the fire and vigour of the 
original may appear. Few writers can compare with Basil 
in directness : not a word can be spared without a distinct 
loss of effect. He does indeed use Lva with conjunctive 
in a way to make a classical scholar's hair stand on end ; 
but if classical Greek disdained the usage, so much the 
worse for classical Greek.^ It is true that it does not 
occur in Demosthenes, but it is stamped by a greater than 
that man of words, the man least capable of understand- 
ing his time of all that have ever paraded in history as 
statesmen. 

I. Basil to Gbegort (Ep. olxix. [ccccxn.]). 

Thou hast taken a reasonable and kindly and compassionate course 
in showing hospitality to the captives of the mutineer Glycerins (I 
assume the epithet for the moment) and in veiling our common dis- 
grace so far as possible. But when thy discretion has learned the facts 
with regard to him, it is becoming that thou shouldest put an end to 
the scandal. This Glycerins who now parades among you with such 
respectability was consecrated by ourselves as deacon of the Church 
of Yeuasa, to be a minister to the presbyter there and to attend to the 
work of the church ; for though he is in other respects unmanageable, 
yet he is clever in doing whatever comes to his hand. But when he 
was appointed, he neglected the work as completely as if it had never 
existed. Gathering together a number of poor girls, on his own 



^ There is too great proneness to stamp one period of Latin, one period of 
one dialect of Greek, as correct, and everything that differs as wrong. But 
the real canse of the inferiority of style in later pagan writers lies, not in the 
words, bnt in the want of life and spirit in the men. The question has yet 
to be asked and answered, how far the language used by Basil is less fit to 
express clearly and vigorously his meaning than that used by Demosthenes. 
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anthority and responsibility, some of them flocking Yolontarily ronnd 
him (for yon know the flightiness of yonng people in such matters) and 
some of them unwilling, he set about making himself the leader of 
a company : and taking to himself the name and the garb of a patri- 
arch, he of a sudden paraded as a great power, not reaching this posi- 
tion by a course of obedience and piety, but making it a liTelihood, 
as one might take up any trade ; and he has almost upturned the whole 
Cfiurch, disregarding his own presbyter, and disregarding the village- 
bishop and ourselves, too, as of no account, and ever filling the civil 
polity and the clerical estate with riot and disorder. And at last, 
when a slight reproof was given him by ourselves and by the village- 
bishop, with the intent that he should cease his mutinous conduct (for 
he was exciting young men to the same courses), he conceives a thing 
very audacious and unnatural. Impiously carrying off as many young 
women as he could, he runs away under the cover of night. This 
must seem to thee quite horrible. 

Think too what the occasion was. The festival of Venasa was 
being celebrated, and as usual a vast crowd was flocking thither from 
all quarters. He led forth his chorus, marshalled by young men and 
circling in the dance, making the pious cast down their eyes, and 
rousing the ridicule of the ribald and loose-tongued. Nor is this all, 
serious as it is ; but further, as I am informed, when the parents could 
not endure to be orphaned of their children, and wished to bring them 
home from the dispersion, and came as weeping suppliaiits to their 
own daughters, he insults and scandalises them, this admirable young 
fellow with his piratical discipline. 

This ought to appear intolerable to thy discretion, for it brings us 
all into ridicule. The best thing is that thou shouldest order him to 
return with the young women, for he would meet with allowance if he 
comes with letters from thee. If that be impossible, the young women, 
at any rate, thou shalt send back to their mother the Church. Or, in 
the third place, do not allow them that are willing to return to be kept 
under compulsion, but persuade them to come back to us. 

Otherwise we testify to thee, as we do to God and men, that this is 
a wrong thing, and against the rules of the Church. If Glycerins 
return with a spirit of wisdom and orderliness, that were best ; but if 
not, he must be removed from the ministry. 



II. Basil to Glycbrius (Ep. clxx. [ccccxiv.]). 

How far wilt thou carry thy madness, working evil for thyself and 
disturbance for us, and outraging the common order of monks ? Re- 
turn then, trusting in God and in us, who imitate the compassion 
of God. For, though like a father we have chidden thee, yet we wil 
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pardon tbee like a father. Such are our words to thee, inasmuch as 
many supplicate for thee, and before all thy presbyter, whose gray 
hairs and kindly spirit we respect. But if thou continuest to absent 
thyself from us, thou art altogether cast out from thy station, and thou 
shalt be cast out from God with thy songs and thy raiment, by which 
thou leadest the young women, not towards God, but into the pit. 

These two letters were obviously written at the same 
time, and sent by the same messenger; the third was 
written after an interval, and apparently after receipt of a 
letter from Gregory asking for assurance of pardon for 
Glycerius. 

III. Basil to Gregory (Ep. clxxi. [ccccxin.] ). 

I WROTE to thee already before this about Glycerius and the maidens. 
Yet they have never to this day returned, but are still delaying ; nor 
do I know why and how, for I should not charge thee with doing 
this in order to cause slander against us, either being thyself annoyed 
with us or doing a favour to others.' Let them come then without 
fear ; be thou guarantee on this point. For we are afflicted when the 
members of the Church are cut off, even though they be deservedly 
cut oft. But if they should resist, the responsibility must rest on 
others, and we wash our hands of it. 

For the right miderstanding of this incident the only 
evidence available is contained in (1) these three letters of 
Basil; (2) a sentence of Strabo (p. 537), describing the village 
and district of Venasa; (3) an inscription found in 1882 on a 
hill-top near the village ; (4) the map of Cappadocia as now 
reconstructed. A first glance at the evidence is enough 
to reveal various details inconsistent with the authorized 
version ; and we may be sure that Ba.sil has not coloured 
in favour of Glycerius those details that give a different 
complexion to the incident. 

In the first place, the very evident sympathy of Gregory 
for Glycerius disquiets all the modem interpreters; his 
sympathy cannot be due to ignorance of the facts of the 

^ The reference is to Basil's numerous enemies, who would be delighted that 
the bishop of Nazianzos should refuse to comply with his wishes. 
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case, for he was far closer to the spot than Basil himself, 
and the acts were not hid under a bushel, but done openly, 
and no doubt widely talked about. The only explanation 
that can be devised by the interpreters is to deny part of 
the evidence. The MS. evidence, so far as quoted in the 
Migne edition, is that two of the letters are addressed to 
Gregory of Nazianzos. Most of the interpreters say that 
Gregory of Nyssa must be meant, and that Gregory of 
Nyssa was guilty of many weak and foolish acts. The 
answer lies in the map, which confirms the old authority, 
and disproves the modern suggestion.^ 

In the next place, the presbyter whom Basil represents 
as having been disregarded and set at naught is in favour 
of the offender, and beseeches Basil to act kindly to him. 
Canon Venables indeed says that the presbyter " gravely 
admonished *' Glycerins ; but this misrepresents the evi- 
dence. The '* village-bishop " and Basil himself censured 
Glycerins; but though Basil says Glycerins showed dis- 
respect to the presbyter, he drops no hint that the presbyter 
complained about this, but rather the opposite. Basil 
himself does not even hint at any darker crime than injudi- 
ciousness and ambition in the relations of Glycerins to the 
devotees ; and there can be no doubt that the letters omit 
no charge that could be brought against the rebelliocus 
deacon. The evident purity of conduct in this strange 
band may fairly be taken as necessarily implying that the 
strictest religious obligations were observed by the devotees. 
In such a difficult situation, there is no alternative but either 
strict asceticism, springing from fanatical or enthusiastic 

^ If any change is permitted in the MS. autlioritj^ I shoold understand the 
elder Gregory, bishop of Nazianzos, and date the letters aj>. 378. At any rate 
this Gregory was obyioosly not under Basil's authority, and was therefore under 
Tyana ; whereas Nyssa was under Cssareia. The tone of the letters also is 
more respectful and less peremptory than Basil would probably have employed 
to his brother or his friend Gregory. On the mapi see HUtorical Geography 
of Asia MinoVt p. 293. 
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religious feeling, on the one hand, or license and scandal, 
on. the other. 

Now the evident sympathy both of the immediate 
superior, the presbyter, whose influence had been appa- 
rently diminished by the popularity of the deacon, and of 
the bishop of Nazianzos (whether the older Gregory or 
his son, who filled his place for a short time after 
his death in 374), is quite unintelligible if Glycerius 
had introduced some new and startling features into the 
religion of the province. It is of course certain that the 
principles of both the Gregories, father and son, were 
opposed to such manifestations, as being contrary to the 
whole spirit of the catholic Church. The reason why 
Gregory sjrmpathised must be that Glycerius was only 
keeping up the customary ceremonial of a great religious 
meeting. Canon Yenables indeed says that the band 
"wandered about the country under the pretence of re- 
ligion, singing hymns and leaping and dancing in a dis- 
orderly fashion," and Archdeacon Farrar agrees with him. 
But there is no warrant in the letter of Basil for this 
account. The band is not said either to wander about 
the country or to dance in a disorderly way. Accurate 
geography is useful in studying ancient writers, but accu- 
rate translation is not without its advantages. Let us 
scrutinise the facts a little more closely, examining the 
situation and the probabilities of the case ; and I think we 
shall have to admit that Basil is giving us a picture, 
coloured to his view, of a naive and quaint ceremony of 
early Cappadocian Christianity, which he regarded with 
horror, and was resolved to stamp out. 

One of the most striking features in the whole incident 
is the important part played by women. Now this is the 
most striking feature also in the native religion of Asia 
Minor. From their religion we may safely infer their social 
condition ; and the inference is confirmed by many details 
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that have already often been collected and described, espe- 
cially the Lycian custom of formally stating descent by the 
mother's name. The low position of women, the want of 
any religious station and duties for them, the general theory 
that women can do little good, but much harm — all this 
was a principle that grew stronger as time passed in the 
Boman church. On the other hand, the ministration of 
women, often in positions of great dignity and responsi- 
bility, is a feature of several of the provincial churches, or 
" heresies," in Asia Minor. 

The occasion when the most extreme features of this 
Cappadocian "heresy" were displayed was the great fes- 
tival at Venasa, when a vast concourse was gathered there. 
This festival is called by Canon Venables a " fair " ; but this 
is not an accurate translation. The synodos, which was held 
there, was certainly similar to the Armenian synodos, held 
at Phargamous. At Phargamous, in the month of June, a 
great festival was held in honour of certain martjrrs ; and 
such dignitaries as Basil himself, Eusebius of Samosata, 
and Theodotus of Nicopolis, might be expected at it. 

Moreover the sytwdos of Yenasa was one of the most 
ancient and famous religious meetings in Gappadocia. The 
priest of Zeus at Yenasa was second in dignity and power 
only to the priest of Komana ; he held office for life, and 
was practically a king. A village inhabited by 3,000 hkro' 
douloi was attached to the temple, and round it lay a 
sacred domain that brought in an annual income of fifteen 
talents (nearly £4,000). Christianity directed the religious 
feeling of the country towards new objects, but preserved 
the old seasons and methods. A Christian festival was 
substituted for the old festival of Zeus, doubtless the occa- 
sion when the god made his annual e^oSo^, or procession 
round his country. Basil unluckily, pitiless of the modem 
scholar, does not name the month when the festival took 
place, and the sole memorials of it that remain to complete 
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the account of Strabo are, first, a brief invocation to the 
heavenly Zeus, found on a hill-top, to guide us (along with 
other evidence) to the situation ; and, secondly, these letters 
of Basil, to show how the Cappadocian Christians developed 
the pagan festival. 

At this great religious ceremony of the whole country, 
Glycerins brought forth his followers, singing and dancing 
in chorus. Such ceremonies were necessarily a part of 
the old religious festival of Zeus, and their existence in 
it, though not attested, may be safely assumed ; accordingly 
there is every probability that they were not now first 
introduced by Glycerins, but were part of the regular Cap- 
padocian custom. They are a natural and regular concomi- 
tant of the earlier and simpler forms of religion, whether 
pagan or Jewish ; and at Venasa they were retained, with 
some modifications in the words and the gestures. Hymns 
undoubtedly were substituted for the pagan formulse, and 
not a hint is dropped by Basil that the dancing and singing 
were not of a quiet and modest character. The license of 
the old pagan ceremonies had been given up ; but in many 
respects there was no doubt a striking resemblance between 
the old pagan and the new Christian festival. Probably 
the dancing of the great dervish establishments of Kara 
Hissar and Iconium at the present day would give the best 
idea of the festival at Venasa in the time of Basil, though 
the solemnity and iconoclastic spirit of Mohammedanism 
have still farther toned down the ecstasy and enthusiastic 
abandon of the old ritual. But the strange, weird music of 
the flute and cymbals, and the excited yet always orderly 
dancing, make the ceremony even yet the most entrancing 
and intoxicating that I have ever witnessed. We can 
through this analogy come to realize the power that might 
be acquired by a man of natural ability and religious fervour 
over numbers of young persons. This influence was in- 
creased by the character which Glycerins assumed and the 

VOL. lU. 22 
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robes which he wore. In the old pagan festival the leader 
of the festival wore the dress and bore the name of the 
deity whom he represented. The custom is well-known 
both in Greece (where the Dionysos festival is the most 
famihar, but far from the sole, example) and in Asia Minor. ^ 
Glycerins, as Basil tells us, assumed the name and the 
dress of a '* patriarch." The meaning which this bears to 
one who is not skilled in ecclesiastical history, and who 
cannot tell whether there may not be some peculiar pro- 
fanity in it, is, that the custom of the festival continued to 
be that the director of ceremonies (who, like the modem 
dervish sheikh, never danced [himself) was equipped in a 
style corresponding to the pagan priest, and assumed the 
character of the highest religious official, the patriarch. 

But a new era began in Cappadocia when Basil became 
head of the church. It is obvious that abuses might 
readily, almost necessarily, creep into such ceremonies ; and 
clearly the edict went forth that they must cease. Basil 
does not hint that any real abuses had occurred. He 
speaks only of the downcast looks of the pious spectators, 
and the jests of the ribald and loose-tongued ; but he is 
clearly describing what he conceives to be the inevitable 
outcome of such ceremonies. The spirit of the Church, 
whose champion Basil was, was inexorably opposed to such 
exhibitions. For good or for evil, such prominence given 
to women in religious ceremonial was hateful to it. The 
influence acquired by a deacon, his assumption of the robes 
and name of a patriarch, were subversive of the strict 
discipline of the Eoman church. The open association oi 
a monk with a band of young women was contrary to the 
rules of the monastic order. The village-bishop, acting 
doubtless on previous general orders of his superior, repri- 
manded Glycerins, and his action was confirmed and 
enforced by Basil. Glycerins, when thus treated, took 

* F-,fj.^ at Pessinns the prieat took ex officio the name Attis. 
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advantage of the recent changes which had curtailed the 
.power of Basil. He crossed the frontier into the adjoining 
bishopric of Nazianzos, which was now included in the 
province of Second Cappadocia, under the metropolitan of 
Tyana. The young women that followed his ministrations 
fled with him ; and as Gregory received and sheltered them 
all^ we cannot doubt that the flight was made in an orderly 
way, without scandal, and with the air of pious but per- 
secuted Christians. Basil then complained to Gregory in 
the letter quoted. The reply of Gregory unfortunately 
has not been preserved ; but we can imagine that he gave 
a different version of the case, stated his views as to the 
character of Glycerins, and urged Basil to promise com- 
plete forgiveness on condition of the immediate return of 
all the fugitives. 

We have^ the reply of Basil, giving the required assu- 
rance, though not with the best grace. One motive that 
evidently weighed with him was apprehension of the talk 
that he would give rise to if he continued an intolerant 
policy. Now all this is inconceivable except on the sup- 
position that, according to the above description, Glycerins 
was acting in accordance with established custom and the 
general feeling of the Cappadocian church, while Basil 
was too hastily and sternly suppressing the custom of the 
country. The incipient schism, roused by the sternness of 
Basil, was healed by the mild mediation of Gregory. 

The fault in Glycerins which most offended Basil was 
evidently his transgression of the Church discipline. The 
full significance of this can be grasped only in its con- 
nexion with the whole policy of Basil. 

The powerful personality, the intense, uncompromising 
zeal, and the great practical ability of Basil were of the 
first consequence in insuring the triumph of the Bom an 
church in Cappadocia. But one man, however powerful, 
cannot do everything by his own immediate effort, espe- 
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cially when his personal influence is interrnpted by a too 
early death, as Basil's was. The organizing power which 
has always been so conspicuous a feature of the Boman 
church exercised as powerful an inflaence in Cappadocia 
as elsewhere. The organization which Basil left behind 
him completed his work. One great object of Basil's 
administration was to establish large ecclesiastical centres 
of two kinds : first, orphanages ; and, secondly, monasteries. 
An orphanage was built in every district of his immense 
diocese ; the one at Caesareia, with its church, bishop's 
palace, and residences for clergy, hospices for poor, sick, 
and travellers, hospital for lepers, and workshops for teach- 
ing and practising trades, was so large as to be called 
the '' New City." Such establishments constituted centres 
from which the irresistible influence of the Church per- 
meated the whole district, as, centuries before, the cities 
founded by the Greek kings had been centres from which 
the Greek influence had slowly penetrated over the country 
round. The monks and the monasteries, which Basil 
established widely over the country, were centres of the 
same influence ; and though the monks occasionally caused 
some, trouble by finding even Basil himself not sufficiently 
orthodox, they were probably powerful agents of the 
Boman church, whereas the solitary hermits and anchorets, 
whom Basil rather discouraged, though he had been one 
himself, were perhaps more favourable to the provincial 
Church, and were certainly a far less powerful engine for 
affecting the country. 

That the monk Glycerius should break through the 
gradations of office and the spirit of the Church, should 
parade in the robes of the patriarch, and flee from bis 
superior's jurisdiction in the company of a band of women, 
was a thing intolerable to Basil. 

One other point requires notice : is any external circum- 
stance known that is likely to have directed such men 
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as Basil towards the Roman church? A strong impulse 
probably was given them by their foreign education. They 
lost the narrow, provincial tone ; they came to appre- 
ciate the unity and majesty of the Boman empire ; they 
realized the destiny of the Church to be the religion of 
the empire, i.e. of the world. They also learned some- 
thing about that organization by which Bome ruled the 
world, and they appreciated the fact that the Church could 
fulfil its destiny and rule the Boman empire only by strict 
organization and rigid discipline. Men like Glycerins could 
not see beyond the bounds of their native district, with 
its provincial peculiarities; men like Basil were perhaps 
almost intolerant of mere provincialism. 

Perhaps a clearer idea of the causes which made Cappa- 
docia orthodox may be gained by looking at Phrygia, which 
was mainly a heretical country. The cities of the Lycus 
valley, and of the country imc^ediately east and north-east 
of it, which were most under the Boman influence, were of 
the dominant Christian church ; but the mass of the coun- 
try adhered stubbornly to the native forms of Christianity. 
Probably this has something to do with the fact that in 
Phrygia so few Christian communities have maintained an 
unbroken existence through the Turkish domination, while 
in Cappadocia a fair proportion of the whole population 
has preserved its religion to the present day. Many of 
the Phrygians were always discontented with the Byzantine 
rule, except under the iconoclast emperors. When John 
Comnenus was invading the Seljuk dominions, he found 
Christian communities, who so much preferred Turkish rule 
to Byzantine, that they fought against him, even without 
support from the Turks, and had to be reduced by force of 
arms. To a certain extent this was perhaps due to pre- 
ference of the easy Seljuk yoke to the heavy Byzantine 
taxation; but it is very probable that religious difference 
was the chief cause. 
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How far then can we trace in Phrygia the presence or 
absence of the causes that made Cappadocia orthodox ? In 
the first place, little trace of such organization as Basil made 
in Cappadocia can be found in Phrygia. In the life of 
Hypatius, written by his disciple Callinicus, and corrected 
by another hand in the time of his third successor, we read 
that he was bom in Phrygia, but was obliged to emigrate 
to Thrace in order to gratify his wish to live in a church 
or monastery where he might associate with discreet men ; 
" for there were then no such persons, except isolated indi- 
viduals, in Phrygia, and if a church existed anywhere, the 
clergy were rustic and ignorant, though the country has 
since become almost entirely Christian" {i.e. orthodox). 

Hypatius flourished in the first half of the fifth century ; 
so that the apparent reform here described belongs to the 
period 450r500.^ The organization of Phrygia on the 
orthodox model therefore is much later than that of Cap- 
padocia, and it was probably not so thorough. It seems 
only to have been superficial, caused by the government 
imposing on the country the forms of the catholic Church. 

The inscriptions of Phrygia carry back our knowledge of 
the history of Christianity there more than a century and a 
half earlier than in Cappadocia. In Phrygia, in the period 
150 to 200 A.D., the struggle between the native church and 
the Boman church, known as the Montanist controversy, 
was in progress. The prophetesses of Montanism may be 
compared with the dancing devotees of Glycerins. Though 
there was no doubt a difference of doctrine between 
Glycerins and Montanus, corresponding to the difference of 
period, when varying points were the centre of controversy, 
yet Glycerianism was a growth of the same general type as 

^ The revision of the biography as composed by Calliniens is said expressly 
to have extended only to a correction of the bad Greek of a Syrian dialect. The 
reviser neither added nor took away anything, though he knew varions things 
that might be added {Acta Sanct,, Jane 17th, p. 308 [248^ ). 
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Montanism, and might have become important in religious 
history, if it had not been cut short by the energy of Basil 
and the tolerance of Gregory. 

There remains to us a document of the Montanist con- 
troversy, of the highest interest and of indubitable authen- 
ticity ; for part of it has come down to us on the stone on 
which it was originally written. It is the testament of one 
of the prominent figures in the controversy ; it was written 
by him when he felt the end of life approaching, and wished 
to leave behind him, before the eyes of men, a testimony, 
brief, clear, emphatic, of the truth for which he contended. 
In a document like this we may be sure that no word is 
wasted, no idea expressed that did not appear to the writer 
to be of critical importance. He had the words engraved, 
under his own eye, on his tombstone. I do not pretend to 
understand all that the writer put into the few rugged, but 
vigorous lines : what I long for is to see them treated 
thoroughly by the competent hand.^ But the circumstances 
I think are alone sufficient to prove that my estimate of the 
importance of the document is not exaggerated. 

I refer to the epitaph of Avircius Marcellus, engraved 
about 192 A.D. The restoration and interpretation of the 
text are still a matter of controversy ; but I feel confident 
that the outline given in The Expositor, 1889, vol. ix., pp. 
265-272, approximates more closely than any other to the 
truth. In particular, growing experience makes me feel 
only more strongly that a Phrygian bearing the names 
Avircius (known only in Latin inscriptions of Eome and 
Gaul) and Marcellus must have been of Italian origin, and 
have borne also the prsenomen of a Boman. 

The epitaph of Avircius lays great stress on his travel 
and experience. After the introductory reference to the 
spotless Shepherd, he mentions the education which that 
Shepherd had given him, and describes it in detail. The 

^ The wish oannot now be fulfilled, since Bishop Lightfoot died. 
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first point in the education is '' He sent me to Borne to 
see the mystic King, and the Church the Queen." It is 
impossible to mistake, and difficult perhaps to exaggerate 
the stress which Avircius lays on the name Bome. An 
omission too is almost equally significant : he travelled in 
Syria, and saw all its cities, but Jerusalem is not named, 
only Nisibis. The extreme limit of the Boman power 
suggests the one name that he actually gives. Avircius 
went to the metropolis and the extreme east of the empire ; 
and that which struck him most is the unity of the Church. 
Everywhere he found the Christians united in the same 
belief and practice with himself. Basil, who had the eye 
of the governor and administrator, would probably, had he 
left us such a testament as Avircius has written, not have 
omitted some reference to the order, the rule, and organiza- 
tion, TO Koivov Staray/ia, of the Church. Avircius is deeply 
impressed with its unity, but does not realize the means 
by which that unity can be carried out in practice. He 
emphasises it in his testament, describes its doctrines and 
its mysteries — the writings of Paul, faith as the guide of 
life and Christ as its food, the immaculate virgin, and 
the holy sacrament ; but he is silent as to its power. 
No touch indicates how it is to be made universal, except 
that he declines the prayers of those who disagree with 
him. The contrast between this last touch and the 
lenience which Basil was induced to show to Glycerins 
suggests part of the reason why Avircius could not carry 
Phrygia with him, while Basil could carry Cappadocia.^ 

W. M. Bamsay. 

' Not directiy, bat by implication. 
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IV. New Hypotheses. 

So far as we have yet gone, the most recent literature on 
the Synoptic Gospels is seen to be still moving in the 
grooves which were, broadly speaking, traced for it by Holtz- 
mann in 1863. It has however, at the same time, a more 
novel element^ which perhaps strikes the attention all the 
more because of the amount of coincidence between several 
writers widely apart from each other, and approaching the 
subject without any kind of concert or communication. 
This is enough to show that there is a tendency in the air, 
though I must not be supposed to imply that the theories 
which are the subject of this coincidence are either as yet 
made good or even that they are likely to maintain them- 
selves permanently. 

Let us begin with Mr. Wright. Mr. Wright holds that 
our present Gospels, as we have them, were written witLin 
the decade 71-80 a.d. So far he is only adopting what, 
if we look at other countries besides England, might be 
described as, on the whole, the prevalent view. But then he 
goes beyond this, and he proceeds to date as well the other 
documents which are worked up in our Gospels. The first 
cycle of teaching, of which he speaks as compiled by St. 
Peter, he would place within twelve years of the ascension ; 
for the second cycle, which he believes to have been brought 
into shape by St. Matthew, and the third cycle, which is 
supposed to contain, not the whole, but a considerable 
portion of the peculiar matter now found in St. Luke, he 
requires some twelve years more. It may be remembered 
that some MSS. ' of the Gospels, the oldest of which is 
Cod. Cyprius (K), of the ninth century, assign dates to our 
Gospels : to St. Matthew eight years after the ascension, to 
St. Mark ten (or on another reckoning twelve), and to St 
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Luke fifteen. Mr. Wright makes no appeal to these : bis 
reason for fixing upon the twelfth year after the ascension 
is that he takes that as the date of the dispersion of the 
apostles — following, I suppose, the tradition, which was 
already of some standing at the end of the second century.' 
He supports this date partly by the general argument that 
by this time regular catechizing had begun — which we may 
more or less grant ; partly by another argument, of which 
I think we shall do well to take note, without altogether 
committing ourselves to it, that if our Gospels were written 
when we imagine them to be written, "the very early 
date of the first cycle becomes a necessity, or we shall not 
have time to account for the great divergences which 
confessedly exist in our three editions of it." But when 
he goes on to claim the support of Papias, I am afraid that 
he is misinterpreting the tradition which we owe to that 
writer. Mr. Wright speaks of St. Mark as the "chief of 
the catechists" at Jerusalem; and he appears to think of 
him as making the notes on which his Gospel is based at 
the time when St. Peter left that city. But IrensBUS says 
expressly that St. Mark did not write down his notes of 
St. Peter's preaching until after the death of the apostle. 
And in any case I have no doubt that the preaching of 
St. Peter in question belongs to the end of the apostle's 
life, when St. Mark was again in his company, and not 
to the first part of his career, before the break up of the 
apostolic circle. The same tradition which connects St. 
Mark's Gospel with St. Peter also connects it, not with 
Jerusalem, but Eome. 

We observe, further, that Mr. Wright places first the 
historic Gospel, the record of things " said and done," the 
Petrine Memoirs, and not the Mattheean collection of dis- 
courses. It will appear in the sequel that I regard this as 
the less promising form of the hypothesis. 

* Lipsias, Apokr* Apostelgetch.t i.» 13 f. 
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While then I am much inclined to agree with the broad 
lines of the analysis of the Gospels as Mr. Wright has traced 
them, I cannot attach much importance to the particular 
feature in his theory which has the greatest amount of 
novelty, his bold assignment of a date to the first com- 
mittal of the Petrine Memoirs to writing. We are however 
reminded of another attempt, made some few years ago, to 
penetrate behind our canonical texts to the earlier history 
of those Memoirs. It was in 1884 that Dr. Edwin A. 
Abbott and Mr. W. G. Eushbrooke brought out their little 
work on The Common Tradition of the Synoptic Gospels. 
The introduction contained a somewhat peculiar theory as 
to the nature of that tradition, which has not so far been 
received very favourably. Dr. Abbott held that the original 
form of the tradition corresponded nearly to the actual 
words that are common to our three Synoptics,, and that it 
included little more than these. The notes of which it was 
composed were thus so terse and brief that, '' like a modern 
telegram," they had to be expanded before they became 
intelligible ; and the divergences between the Gospels arose 
from the different ways in which they were expanded. • As 
a theory this was rather sharply criticised by Dr. Salmon 
in his well-known and justly valued Introduction to the Neto 
Testament^^ and I am inclined myself to think that it made 
the fundamental document more curt and disjointed than 
was necessary. I believe that the original tradition con- 
tained, not only the points common to all three Synoptics, 
but also those which St. Mark shares alternately with 
each of his companions. But however that may be, Dr. 
Abbott's preliminary explanations contained some brilliant 
specimens of critical acumen, which the student of the 
Synoptic problem cannot afford to neglect, especially at 
the present moment. Their tendency was to account for 
some of the variants in the three Gospels by confusion 

» Pages 147-151. 
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arising out of textual corruption or ambiguities in the 
fundamental text, supposing that text to be Greek. A 
simple and attractive example was St. Mark xiv. 49 
( = Matt. xxvi. 55, Luke xxii. 53), where the difference be- 
tween ** I was in the temple " (Mark, Luke), and "I sat 
{€Ka0€^6fjLr]v) in the temple " (Matt.), was explained as due 
to the ambiguity of rj/jLtjv, ** was '* (which is actually found 
in St. Mark), and VM^f '* ^^^ *' (which is paraphrased in 
St. Matthew), the MS, of course at this date not having 
any breathings. Some other explanations of apparent 
differences involve nothing more serious than the different 
supplying of an omitted subject ("He eateth," "your 
Master eateth," "ye eat" in Mark ii. 16 = Matt. ix. 11 = 
Luke V. 30), or the different dividing of clauses where in 
the original the sense was not helped by punctuation 
(Mark xiii. 9, 10 = Matt. xxiv. 14, x. 18, and possibly 
•elsewhere). 

The climax of ingenuity was reached when, in the parable 
of the talents or pounds, "over many things" was equated 
with "over ten cities" (€ninoAAcoN=€niinoA€a)N) ; and even 
more when, in St. Luke viii. 39, " publishing throughout 
the whole city" was explained as merely a variant on 
St. Mark v. 20 (iv rg Je«a7ro\€t=eNTHinoA€i). Conjectures 
like these last perhaps come under the head of those 
which are almost too brilliant to be true. But Dr. 
Abbott's examples are not only all scholarly, and all 
possible, but some of them reach a distinct degree of pro- 
bability ; and his case as a whole seems to me quite to 
deserve a hearing, especially at a time when much is said 
about variants derived from the Hebrew or Aramaic and 
little about variants derived from the Greek. 

In this respect, to glance back once more over the pages 
of Dr. Abbott may help us to keep our balance when we 
turn to Prof. Marshall. One might say beforehand, speak- 
ing from the general point of view of Synoptic criticism. 
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that those explanations are most likely to hold good which 
in sections presumably belonging to the Petrine Memoirs 
assume a variant through the Greek, and in sections pre- 
sumably belonging to the Logia assume a variant through 
the Hebrew or Aramaic. But this is only an a priori 
view : we must hold lightly to it, as to all the hypotheses 
we have to deal with. In particular, we must not make up 
our minds too fixedly as to what belongs to the one docu- 
ment and what to the other. Let us patiently weigh and 
test what is said on all sides, prepared to accept what 
is proved, but not regarding the proof as complete too 
prematurely. 

In this task there is reason to expect that we shall 
receive valuable help from Prof. Marshall. I am writing as 
the second of his series of articles, in the February number 
of The Exfositob, has just reached me; and it is impossible 
not to augur well from the close and careful study to which 
it bears witness.^ It seems to me that Prof. Marshall is 
fortunate even in his limitations. I gather that his investi- 
gations have been conducted independently of those on the 
Continent which run most parallel to them. This gives all 
the greater weight to the points of coincidence which I 
believe will be found to exist between them. 

Mr. Marshall claims to bring forward proof (1) that many 
passages in our present Gospels are based upon an original 
document or documents written in an Aramaic dialect 
similar to that of the Targums ; (2) that such a document 
was already known to St. Paul. As one of the examples 
adduced in support of this is taken from 1 Thessalonians 
V. 3, we must suppose that it was known to St. Paul 
throughout the whole of his career, so far as it is covered by 
his extant epistles : in other words, its date must be at least 

^ Since this was written the farther case in the March number has been 
presented, and I regret to learn that Semitic scholars do not think so fayonr- 
ably of it as I had hoped. 
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earlier than the year 52 a.d. The proof in this case wonld 
perhaps he hardly stringent. There is not, I think, any- 
thing decisive to show that the words in question came 
down to St. Paul in writing, and not orally. Bat it is true 
that, when we descend to 1 Timothy v. 18, the words, 
"the labourer is worthy of his hire," are quoted expressly 
as '' Scripture " ; and Prof. Marshall appears to be prepared 
to maintain that St. Paul's quotations generally are taken 
from a written Gospel. I gather also that, although he 
will not press the point, he is yet inclined to identify 
this Gospel with the Logia which Papias ascribes to St. 
Matthew. 
H^re we are confronted with a view which a short time 

« 

ago would have been regarded as highly paradoxical, but 
which is now stoutly maintained from several distinct 
quarters at once. Mr. Halcombe has an elaborate argu- 
ment to prove, not only that Gospels, but that our present 
Gospels, are included in the logoi and paradoseis to which 
there are such frequent references. Here we may well 
hesitate to agree with him, but the chapter in which this 
is maintained ' nevertheless deserves reading. Then we 
have Mr. "Wright putting his Petrine Memoirs within 
twelve years, and his other two leading documents within 
twenty-four years, from the ascension — let us say, not later 
than the year 54 a.d. Again we may question the validity 
of the reasoning, but at any rate the opinion is there. And 
most solid of all is the imposing body of proof advanced 
by Dr. Eesch. 

Dr. Eesch covers most of the ground occupied by his 
English supporters, and considerably more. He has the 
keenest eye for possible quotations from a Gospel in the 
epistles. He not only annexes in this sense a number 
of passages introduced by yeypairTat, iypd^rf, 17 yp(i(f>r) 
\eyet (1 Cor. ii. 9, ix. 10; 1 Tim. -v. 18; St. James iv. 5), 

1 HUtoric Relation of tlie GottpeUt pp. 32-50. 
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or Xeyet simply, with 17 ypci<f>v or an equivalent understood 
(as in Eph. v. 14). Once more, as to some in the early 
Church, St. Paul's fcara to evayyeXiov fiov becomes a 
quotation, if not from St. Luke, yet from an evangelical 
document. Formulse like iriaTo^ 6 X0709 have the same 
origin, and phrases like iv Kvpitp, iv \6y^ Kvplov, also point 
to some recorded saying. It is fair to add that in these 
instances he is frequently able to appeal, not merely to the 
formula, but also to some patristic parallel which, if not 
expressly set down as a saying of the Lord, might not 
unreasonably be considered such. 

Further, Dr. Eesch makes a very large use of Professor 
Marshall's weapon of various translation. By this means 
he is able to refer many anonymous quotations in the 
epistles to a Hebrew original, and so to increase the 
probability that they are taken from a Gospel. And just 
as Prof. Marshall fortifies himself by analogous cases from 
the Old Testament, so he too strengthens his position by 
an appeal to similar varieties of rendering in the different 
columns of the Hexapla. A convenient summary of 
instances is given from the Acts, many of St. Paul's 
epistles, Hebrews, St. James, and the Apocalypse; and 
it will be interesting to see how this list compares with 
Prof. Marshall's.^ 

Both writers hold that the document which was quoted 
thus freely was the Logia of St. Matthew. I have little 
doubt that if any form of written Gospel existed at this 
early date, the view that it was the Logia is the most 
tenable. And I have little doubt also that if the use of 
it in the other books of the New Testament can be proved. 
Dr. Eesch and Prof. Marshall between them will do as 
much as lies within the power of man to prove it. I 
hope that their arguments will receive a full and candid 
consideration. I desire myself to give them this, and 

' Apraphat pp. 89-92, 
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therefore I do not wish to speak too decidedly, although 
I must confess that at present my leaning is to the side 
of scepticism. This side is stated with his usual force 
by Dr. Paul Ewald.^ He naturally dismisses the formulae 
of quotation as proving nothing. If it were certain that 
a Gospel was in existence, then we might be justified in 
referring the formula to it; but the formulce in them- 
selves by no means necessarily point to a Gospel. The 
real quotations from *' Words of the Lord " Dr. Ewald 
reduces to six (1 Cor. vii. 10 f., ix. 14, xi. 23 flf ; 1 Thess. 
iv. 15 ff ; Acts xx. 35, xi. 10).^ And then he points to the 
fact that not one of these passages agrees verbally with 
anything in our Synoptic Gospels. He insists, further, on 
the absence of proof that the logoi or paradoseis included 
anything like a written Gospel. Perhaps there is jast a 
little more to be said for this than he allows, based 
especially on the prologue to St. Luke (ttoXXoI inex^ipffo'^i^ 
avard^acrdai hirfp}(nv . . . Kadai<; irapehoaav . . . utti;- 
pkrai Tov \6yov • . . Trepl &v /cariy^^jj^iy? Xiycjv), Still 
if, as I believe, St. Luke did not write before the year 
80 A.D., his language — press it as we may — would prove 
nothing as to the existence of a Gospel in the year 52. 

One obstacle in the way of supposing that the Logia 
of St. Matthew existed at such an early date, though 
obvious enough, I do not think has been noticed. It is 
that the supposition conflicts, or at least appears to conflict, 
with the external evidence. Irenseus says expressly that 
St. Matthew put forth his Gospel " amongst the Hebrews 
in their own tongue, while Peter and Paul were preaching 
at Eome, and founding the Church.*' * This would carry 
us to a date a.d. 63-67, or at the latest 68. I confess that 

' Hauptprohlem, etc., pp. 143-148. 

' Mr. Marshall would add to these Bom. xiv. 14-21, as agreeing in sabstance 
with parts of the Sermon on the Mount, Bom. xiii. 7, and 1 Tim. v. 10 (Thk 
Expositor for July, 1890, p. 70 f.) 

^ Ap, Euseb., H, E, v. 8. 
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such a date appears to me more probable. If not, we 
should have to suppose that IrensBUS is thinking — as he 
may be himself, though it is less likely that the authority 
from which his statement was derived was thinking — ^not 
of the original work of St. Matthew, but of the Gospel 
as we have it. 

Let us keep our minds open; though in weighing the 
case as it is presented to us by Dr. Besch or Prof. Mar- 
shall, we shall, I think, do well to remember how many 
possibilities there are on all sides. It does not follow that 
everything which is capable of being represented as a 
various rendering from the Hebrew is really such a variety 
of rendering. There is an inherent tendency in the human 
mind to paraphrase and the use of synonyms, which may 
come into play quite as possibly without any intervening 
of translation : one vmter may use rrjpeiv and another 
<f>vXda<T€tv, one dStKelv and another dpofieiv, and the like, 
without having a Hebrew original before them. Hence, 
even granting that there was a Hebrew original, it would 
have to be proved that that original was a Gospel; and 
granting that there was a Gospel, it would have to be 
proved that it was a written Gospel ; and granting that it 
was a written Gospel, it would have to be proved that it 
was one of those incorporated in our present Gospels, and 
not extra-canonical. It seems to me therefore, with all 
respect for the two zealous and capable scholars whose 
work we are considering, that they have a considerable task 
before them before their case can be regarded as proved. 

It must be remembered however that this particular 
position, that a written Gospel existed before even the 
earliest of St. Paul's epistles which have come down to 
us, and that it is freely quoted in those epistles and in 
other books of the New Testament, is only part of what 
they undertake to establish. Dr. Besch and Prof. Mar- 
shall travel in company some way further. They both 

VOL. iiL 23 
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agree in contending that there are traces of the same 
Semitic original in the Gospels themselves ; that many of 
the varying expressions in those Gospels are due simply 
to differences of translation ; and that when Papias speaks 
of the ''many who translated St. Matthew's Logia as best 
they could," his words are verified by the actual diversities 
which meet the eye in our present Greek Testaments. 

Here I, for one, am prepared to meet our two inquirers 
half-way. I believe antecedently that what they maintain 
is probable, and that it only needs the sharpened attention, 
the critical acumen, and the knowledge of Semitic dialects 
which both of them possess, to bring out the facts of which 
they are in search. There will doubtless not be wanting 
scholars competent to estimate their success, though I have 
previously explained that I cannot count myself among the 
number. They must not however be surprised if we out- 
siders, exercise a certain wariness and caution in committing 
ourselves to results before they are endorsed as well by 
Semitic scholars as by students of the S}moptic problem. 
May I describe frankly what will be my own attitude of 
mind on the subject ? 

1. I do n6t wish to hold obstinately to any one parti- 
cular theory, in case good reason should be shown for 
changing it. At the same time, there seems to me to 
be such a degree of presumption in favour of the Two- 
Document Hypothesis, that I should start from that, at 
least provisionally. But if we accept the statements of 
Papias, which so far as we have seen are confirmed rather 
than refuted by critical analysis, it is involved in the 
hypothesis that the first main document, the Petrine 
Memoirs, was originally written in Greek, and the second 
only, the Matthsean Logia, composed in the first instance 
in Hebrew. Assuming this, it would follow that assent 
could be given far more easily to the theory of a Hebrew 
original in those parts of the Gospels which probably 
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come from the Logia than in those which seem more 
likely to have belonged to the Petrine Memoirs. An 
example lies near at hand. Dr. Besch gives some boldly 
marked specimens of his reconstruction of the Hebrew 
text underlying the divergent Greek readings which have 
come down to us. The first of these is taken from St. 
Matthew xxv. 35, 36. These verses are quoted no less 
than four times in the Clementine Homilies^ in all four 
cases freely and allusively ; still there is so large a constant 
element running through the passages that, after verifying 
each reference, I am inclined to think that Dr. Besch is 
justified in his version of the text which the Clementine 
writer had before him. Compared with the canonical text 
the variants can be represented as well in English as in 
Greek. 



Matt. xxv. 35, 36. 


Clbm. Hom. 


lirttvaxrOj 


iir€Lvaa'aj 


Koi iBtjiKari yuoi ff^aytiv 


KOL iOp&l/aTi fl£' 


i^iilrrjcraj 


ihixfrria-a^ 


Kol iTTOTLoraTe fit' 


KoX TTorrov trapicr^cri fioi 


$€V0^ rjfirp^, 


f cVos rffirjv^ 


KOL trwrjydyere fi€' 


/cat iSt^aaOe fi€' 


yvfJLVoSy 


yvfivo^, 


Koi TTtpLt^aXm fie' 


Kal cvcSvo-are fX€' 


rjaO&rrfcray 


ivoairjcraj 


KOL €1T€(TKhlfa<r6i fl€' 


KOL eir€a'K€if/a(rO€ fi€' 


iv if>v\aKTJ rifiTp^^ 


iv eipKTfj Tffir^Vy 


KoX rfXOert irp6<: fi€» 


Kal iponrjO-fjcrari fioL, 


I was hungry, 


I was hungry, 


and je gave Me to eat: 


and je fed Me: 


I was thirsty, 


I was thirsty. 


and ye made Me to drink : 


and ye gave Me drink 


I was a stranger. 


I was a stranger. 


and ye took Me in : 


and ye welcomed Me: 


I was naked, 


I was naked, 


and ye clothed Me ; 


and ye an-ayed Me; 
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Matt. xxv. 35, 36. 
I was sick, 

and je visited Me : 
I was in prison, 

and ye came to Me. 



Clem. Hom. 
I was ill, 

and ye visited Me : 
I was in ward, 

and ye succoured Me. 



The structure of the two versions is the same, indeed 
it could hardly be different; but almost every marked 
expression varies, and in the Clementines the variations are 
repeated so often, that they are not likely to be a mere 
caprice of the writer. I am not competent to judge of the 
Hebrew translation which Dr. Besch has appended ; but 
beforehand I should be quite prepared to hear that the 
verdict of Hebraists was that it was successful. The pas- 
sage is taken from a chapter which very probably belonged 
to the Logia, which we believe to have been originally 
written in Hebrew. 

In the next of his examples too Dr. Besch has a plau- 
sible case, which I can quite imagine impressing the reader 
at first sight, but I am by no means so clear that it really 
holds good. Here we have the triple synopsis, and the 
passage is also quoted in a very divergent manner by 
Clement of Alexandria. 



Clem. Alex. 
{Pcedag.l,^,p.lOl.) 

avdara, il}r)<rl 

o Trapci/Acvo), paAcAr/ieVcj)* 



Luke v, 24 



ctircv TU) Tra- 



TOI 



TOV 



(TKLflTTO 



Sa 



8v 



Kara- 



KCKrai 



Xa/3a)V 



airiOi oiKa8c. 

Stand up, 
saiih He, to the 
palsiedman; and 
picking up thy 
truckle-hed where- 
on thou liest, 
begone homewards. 



eycipc Kal apa^ 
TO icXiviStov aov 
tropevov cis rov 
oXkov aov. 

He said to 
the paralysed : 
Arise, and tak- 
ing up thy 
little couch, go 
to thine house. 



Mark ii. 11. 

Xeyci Tw ira- 
pakvTiK^' lycipc, 
apov TOV Kpd- 
Parrov aov, Kal 



Matt. ix. 6. 

Xcyct Tip ^a- 
paXvriKta' tytipt^ 
SpoV (TOV Ttp^ 

Kkiyrjv, Kal 



viraye ct? rov virayt, cis rov 



oIkov arov. 



He saith to 
the paralytic : 
Arise, take up 
thy pallet'bed, 
and depart to 
thine house. 



oIkOV (TOV. 



He saith to 
the paralytic ; 
Arise, take up 
thy couch, and 
depart to thine 
house. 
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The last two columns, St. Matthew and St. Mark, agree 
closely together, and it is allowed that they represent the 
same version; but St. Luke differs in several slighter 
points, and Clement of Alexandria almost as much as it 
is possible to differ. I do not however attach any im- 
portance to this. I believe that Clement is simply para- 
phrasing the whole passage, as one very often does in a 
sermon, for the sake of greater freshness modernizing the 
familiar words, and using one's own natural style of narra- 
tive. I believe that Clement has done this, and that there 
is no ground for saying that he made use of another 
version of a Hebrew original. A line or two lower down, 
he quotes from St. John, ** Lazarus, come forth " ; yet the 
Greek for ** come forth *' {c^lOi) is quite different from that 
of our Gospel {SeOpo efo)), and no one would say that St. 
John wrote in Hebrew. It will be observed that €^i0c in 
this quotation corresponds to uTriOt oiKaSe in the preced- 
ing, and shows that forms of this kind were running in 
his mind. 

Neither can I attach much more weight to the variants 
in St. Luke. They none of them go beyond those slight 
verbal changes which the evangelist elsewhere allows him- 
self. He avoids the form 7rapa\vTtK6<;, which does not occur 
at all in his Gospel, though it occurs five times each in 
St. Matthew and St. Mark. tcXivlSiov, as compared with 
kXlvtjv in St. Matthew, is a mere literary variation. And 
v7rdr/€Lv is another word of which St. Luke is not very 
fond. It occurs only five times in the corrected text of 
his Gospel, against fifteen times in the shorter Gospel of St. 
Mark, and twenty times in St. Matthew. On the other 
hand, nropeveadai is found only three times in St. Mark, and 
those three all in the disputed verses at the end of the 
Gospel, and no less than fifty times in St. Luke. 

Lastly, the fact that St. Matthew and St. Mark are so 
clearly based upon a common Greek original naturally 
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raises a presumption against the use of an altogether dif- 
ferent original by St. Luke. 

I am aware that Dr. B. Weiss sees in this section of the 
paralytic a mingling of the Logia with the Petrine Memoirs, 
and that is a point which I do not wish to prejudge : it 
is possible that the coincidence between the kKivUlov of St. 
Luke and kXivrjv of St. Matthew, as against St. Mark's 
characteristic Kpa^arTov, may not be altogether accidental : 
still I greatly doubt if any important influence on this pas- 
sage is due to divergent rendering from the Hebrew. 

2. A second caution that I should be disposed to observe 
has just been indicated. When two variant expressions 
are put before ine as due to divergent rendering from the 
Hebrew, I should ask if they are equally explicable as 
differences of style. Mr. Marshall writes in the February 
EXPOSITOB,^ ** If one evangelist says iropevov eh elprjvrjv^ 
while the other says vTraye eh elprjvriv ; if one says dvea-Tfj, 
and another '^epdrj, our attention is aroused." He adds, 
very rightly, that "we shall not feel secure to build on 
such- superficial cases.*' I would go further, and say that 
there was not even a prima facie case for any thought 
of a Hebrew original in the examples quoted. We have 
just seen that iropeveaOai does not occur at all in the 
body of St. Mark's Gospel, whereas it is a favourite ex- 
pression in St. Luke. Now considering how closely St. 
Mark represents the Petrine Memoirs, and considering 
how far more probable it is that those Memoirs were ori- 
ginally in Greek, and that the greater part of them was 
used equally by St. Luke, the variation cannot in many 
instances at least be due to anything but idiosyncrasy of 
style. The same holds good for the other example given: 
dva(TTijvac occurs twice, or possibly three times, in St. 
Matthew, to fifteen times in St. Mark, and twenty-four 
times in St. Luke. It is clear that the word must have 

' Page 123. 
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been avoided by the first evangelist, even where it stood 
before him. 

3. Yet one more caution. The critic must be on the 
watch for variants which have arisen, not from any funda- 
mental Hebrew, but simply in the course of transmission 
of the Greek text. I do not absolutely say that in some 
of these cases traces may not be preserved of an older form 
of text. The subject is a highly interesting one, and I do 
not think that we have as yet got quite to the bottom of 
it. I should myself be only too glad to rescue all that can 
be rescued from the footnotes of a critical Greek Testament 
as genuine and, as Dr. Eesch calls it, "pre-canonicar' 
material.^ My impression is however that he has gone too 
far in this direction. He claims especially, as satisfying the 
required conditions, many of the vstriants of the so called 
" Western Text," headed by Codex BezaB (D) ; and no 
doubt there are some of the variants in this text (as notably 
the incident of the man working on the Sabbath) which 
have a strong ring of genuineness. Let it be remembered 
that there are four possibilities : (1) that these readings, as 
Dr. Eesch thinks, really belong to an older stage in the 
history of our present Gospels ; (2) that they are derived 
from oral tradition ; (3) that they are derived from some 
other written source, not pre- but extra-canonical; (4) 
th9,t they are simple corruptions of the canonical text. 
Each of these possibilities ought to be fully weighed before 
a decision is given ; or rather, it is not only single readings 
that should be weighed, but whole groups of readings. In 
the verse (Matt. xi. 27), " No man knoweth the Son, but 
the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal Him," 
there are, besides others, two considerable variants which 

^ I am not sare that I am right in snpposing that Dr. Beech treats ** pre- 
canonical *' and ** genuine " as equivalent terms. Some of the readings which 
he quotes from St. John on p. 28 f. cannot he genuine. 
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have a large amount of extremely early support : (i.) the 
order of the two principal clauses (" no man . . . Father," 
"neither . . . Son") is inverted quite fully and deli- 
berately by the following authorities quoting the whole 
verse : Justin Martyr three times, Clementine Homilies four 
times, Marcion, the Marcosians as quoted by IrensBUS twice, 
IrenaBus himself twice (though not in two other places), 
Epiphanius three times, quoting the whole verse, and six 
times besides omitting the last clause, though four times 
also with the other reading, as well as by a cloud of other 
authorities, quoting the two first clauses only; (ii.) the aoiist 
eyvcD for the presents iTTcytvoia'Ket (Matt.) or yivciaKct (Luke) 
is found in Justin Martyr twice out of three times, in the 
Clemeniine Homilies five times, in the Marcosians {ap. 
IrensBum), in Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria six times 
out of eight, Origen eleven times,^ etc. Decisive authori- 
ties we should say for both readings, if we looked only at 
their diffusion and at their date: and yet all these early 
authorities which transpose the clauses really stand self- 
condemned, because the last clause, '' and he to whomso- 
ever the Son willeth to reveal Him," clearly requires that 
" the Son " shall have been the subject of the clause imme- 
diately preceding. And even as regards the aorist eyi/w, we 
are warned not to attach too much weight to the patristic 
quotations, however numerous and however early, by the 
parallel case of St. John i. 13, where it is extremely 
probable that, not only the commonly quoted authorities, 
IrensBus three times, Tertullian twice, Ambrose and Augus- 
tine once each (though not in other places), but also, as 
Resch has proved, Justin Martyr in no less than five clear 
allusions, read eyevmjdij (for iy€vvi]0i]<rap, referring the words 
to Christ), which is certainly wrong. 
I have mentioned some of the cautions which I should 

* I haye used besides Tischendorf the careful discussion of these readings in 
Bousset, Evangeliencitate Jtutim, p. 100 f., which I have partially verified.* 
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myself use in approaching the deeply interesting theories 
of Prof. Marshall and Dr. Eesch. I do not wish to express 
a more definite opinion about them at present — ^not because 
I think that it will really be difficult to form one, but 
because I do not think it either fair to them, or a sound 
process in itself, to hazaxd any sweeping general opinion 
after the hasty and partial study which I have as yet been 
able to give to them. In a case of cumulative evidence like 
this, a number of particular arguments may fall through, 
and yet enough may be left standing to bear ,the con- 
clusion : it is only right to take the soundest arguments, 
and view them, not singly, but together.^ 

W. Sanday. 



THE DESCENT OF CHBI8T INTO HADES. 

A C0BBE8P0NBENCE BETWEEN PBOFESSOB FBANZ 
DELITZSGH AND PBOFESSOB VON HOFMANN 

Delitzsch to Hofmann {cont. of letter). 

Permit me briefly to return to Ephesians iv. 8-10. As the 
Hebrew T]^^ DViyyi is used without exception to desig- 
nate the inward parts of the earth and the lower world, ra 
/canoTepa r^? 7^9 and the fuller ra /cardrepa fiipij t^9 7179 can 
only mean the lower regions of earth, considered as lying 
beneath the upper world, and, like a 8179 or ajSvaao^ in other 
passages, it is the polaric opposite to ovpavo^ ; instead of 
which word the apostle, wishing to choose the most abso- 
lute expression for the highest, as he has already done for 
the lowest point, uses the phrase virepdvo) irdvTcov t&v 
ovpav&v. You will answer, that the connexion requires us 
to understand rd /carcorepa in the sense of the earth con- 

^ I have not found myself able to conclade the subject in the four papers 
originally planned ; there is still one more to follow, dealing chiefly with Dr. 
Besoh. 
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sidered as lower than heaven ; but, my dear friend, when 
the meaning of an expression is as firmly fixed as the 
stamp on a coin, the connexion must be fitted in with the 
meaning, and not the meaning with the connexion. The 
apostle's quotation of Psalm Ixviii. 19, throws light, to my 
mind, on the connexion between his statement that Christ 
descended ad inferos and the ^xf^oKdreuaev alxf^aXoxriav. 
AlxfJMkanevetv in your opinion (ii. 482) can mean nothing 
else than the taking captive of conquered enemies; and what 
connexion could there be between that supposed action of 
the descended Saviour and the distribution of the gifts of 
grace by the exalted Christ? Holemann, in the second 
part of his Bibelstudieii, has an&wered this question rightly ; 
he says that Tj^^aXwreucrev and eSaytce Sofjuara toI<: avOp<airoi% 
stand related to each other in the sense of the victorious 
triumph and the largess of blessing. The gifts which the 
exalted Saviour distributes (and we must understand them 
to be not first of all persons and oiB&ces, ver. 11, but rather 
graces) make their influence felt even upon the world of 
lo6t spirits (1 Cor. xii. 10; Mark xvi. 7). The sending of 
the Spirit and the bestowal of gifts by the exalted Christ 
follow and depend upon His victory over the prince of 
death, and over the whole realm of demons that inhabit 
the abyss, Abaddon and his army of locusts (in, which you 
see a picture of the destructive forces of the nether world, 
i. 358) ; i.e. on the assumption of His victory over Hades 
and His triumph as proclaimed in Colossians ii. 15 (a 
passage which in my opinion is relevant here). The gifts 
which He bestows are the trophies of His victory. And 
my view — that those who have received of His gifts, and 
whose duty it is to exercise them in the pastoral office, 
are required to regard these gifts as coming to them from 
the risen and victorious Lord, and to look upon them- 
selves as gifts meant for the service of the community, — 
involves an exhortation to humility and peace-seeking, no 



THE DESCENT OF CHRIST INTO HADES, 363 



less pressing than that which follows from your interpre- 
tation, that Christ first descended into the lowliness of our 
earthly life, and thus only ascended far ahove all heavens. 



Allow me to add two tiny sheets to these two long ones, 
so that my letter may be like a four-leaved clover. We 
have digressed to the question of our state in death. This 
question is closely connected with that of the state of our 
Lord in death ; it is, besides, of great importance in itself, 
and much of your teaching on the subject is not clear to 
me. In iii. 482 you briefly but decidedly pronounce against 
the theory of a sleep of the soul. " The disembodied state 
of the soul does not imply that it is turned in upon itself 
and lacks an outward expression of its life.*' 

But what I ventured to say was, not that you inclined to 
the view of a soul-sleep, but only that you seemed to favour 
a view which somewhat resembled it; and, to speak frankly, 
I had in my mind this passage in your work (ii. 490), 
which is. retained in the second edition: " The soul of the 
man who dies in faith is in a state that corresponds to the 
state of his dead body, which returns to dust, and is yet 
awaiting its resurrection." This passage can hardly be read 
without a shudder. It expresses, on the one hand, more 
and, on the other, less than you desire to say. More — 
for you surely do not mean that the corruption of the body 
has an analogy as regards the soul? Less — for it repre- 
sents the state of the soul as analogous to the state of the 
body in death, and not as itself an actual state of death ; 
whereas you draw from Eevelation xx. 4 the conclusion 

that the departed souls, even of believers, are in a real 

* 

state of death. 

In my judgment it is simply impossible that the subject 
of e^fjaav in that passage (they became alive again) should 
be ^rv^ai^ and not rather TreTrXeKiafiipoi, You yourself 
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teach that the life which is acquired through the new birth 
outlasts that which begins at natural birth (iii. 432, etc.)- 
You will probably grant, further, that this life, when once 
we are set free from the body of death, does not only last 
on, but finds itself unburdened and untrammelled, and so 
bursts forth into greater intensity. You will grant that 
when the earthly vessel is broken, not only is the inward, 
spiritual life of the soul revealed, but that " the light of the 
living" in which it now dwells, meets it in its inward 
power, so that the soul is within the region of the O^ 
atcovLo^, both as regards its personal life and as regards the 
home life upon which it has entered. How then could it 
be said, that it is in a state of death ? Not of the soul or 
the spirit may we say that they are dead, but only of the 
person in his bodily aspect, and as it were per zeugma. 
You yourself say (iii. 482) : The departed one is with Christ 
as a disembodied ego, and his body is in the kingdom of 
death. Instead of '* disembodied ego,*' I should prefer to 
say, " his spirit or his soul." For these are the words of 
Scripture. The ego is substantially nothing. It is merus 
actus. 

In another aspect besides, your view of the state of the 
faithful departed in death is not clear to me. Yon teach 
(iii. 482, etc.) that Scripture indicates and describes their 
life as being one of heavenly communion with Christ, and 
not as having any relation with the world. I agree with 
you on this point, but ask one question: Does Scripture 
define and describe that life as being one of heavenly 
communion with the Lord alone, and not as also having 
communion with the angels and the other saints ? 



In closing, I make one general observation. It is per- 
fectly inadmissible, you say (ii. 482), to understand the 
apostle's language in Ephesians iv. 8-10 as implying that 
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the words jJ^^aXdorcvo-ei/ ^at^^aXwa-tav, which he quotes 
from the Psalms, meant for him a redemption of those 
who were bound in Hades. In a note you remark : " This 
is the view of Konig and of Delitzsch in the System der 
biblischen Psychologic, p. 357." My words there are : 
" Coming forth from Hades; rising from the grave and 
ascending into heaven, the Lord led captivity captive (Eph. 
iv. 8), He triumphed over the angelic powers (Col. ii. 15), 
and bore with Him to heaven those human beings who in 
Hades had worshipped Him as Eedeemer," etc. Do these * 
words prove that I understand the leading captivity captive 
to refer directly to the liberation of captives ? Not so, but 
only indirectly ; because, when Christ conquered the powers 
of Hades and led them captive, He also set free the souls 
which they had held in bondage. Your quotation from 
my book is therefore inapposite. 

It is utter folly, you say (iii. 484), to take the fact that 
the souls wear garments as a proof that they have a 
corporeal form. In a note you quote Hebart's book on the 
second visible coming of Christ (p. 234). But Hebart only 
makes the very prudent observation, " The white garments 
point to a corporeal form." Is it not quite true, that the 
garment white as the light takes the place in the inter- 
mediate state of the glorified body which is yet awanting ? 
The reproach of folly is severe, and falls on me also ; but 
let us have done with over-sensitiveness. We are seeking 
truth, not honour. 

These are only examples selected at random. Speaking 
generally, I find that you, as a theologian with a system 
of your own, have much difficulty in looking at ideas and 
chains of thought from the point of view of others. Your 
strength has thus a certain weakness corresponding to it ; 
and this weakness easily changes into unfairness, because 
you place your opponent's view from the first in an un- 
favourable position, instead of looking at it in the most 
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favourable light, and then proceeding to prove that it is 
inadmissible. 

I have nothing but praise for the conscientious fsuthful- 
ness with which you make use of all previous writings. As 
far as I am concerned, I am glad to think that my work has 
not been proudly ignored. On the contrary, it is clear from 
beginning to end of your book that you have kindly and 
thoroughly examined it, and I owe to you a thousand 
impulses to new lines of thought. With this word of grati- 
tude I send you my four-leaved letter, hoping that you will 
reply with one of equal length. 

HOFMANN TO DeLITZSCH. 

The long and important letter in which you appeal to 
me to examine more thoroughly the full bearings of the 
question of the '* descent into Hades " has made me so 
ashamed of the timidity which led me to despair of our 
ever coming to an agreement on this subject, that I feel I 
can only atone for my fault (which I ought to have avoided 
all the more carefully, since I am increasingly anxious to 
interpret these words of the Apostles* Creed in no sense 
which is out of harmony, or only in partial harmony, with 
Scripture and the Church of Christ) by a thoroughgoing 
discussion of all those points which you commend to my 
consideration. 

You, dearest friend, began with the general and passed 
on to the particular : permit me to take the opposite course, 
and to express my views in detail on the two passages of 
the New Testament which it is of primary importance for 
us to understand. If we could come to an agreement on 
them, the rest of our discussion would be greatly simplified. 

I begin with Ephesians iv. 8-10. As the words xarefiij 
6t9 tA KaTWTcpa fiepTi T^9 7^9 — for this is in my opinion 
the correct reading — understood as meaning the same as 
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V^Kn /iVj^inn^ 1"1J, contain nothing upon which* I need to 
alter my opinion, we have only to consider the words 
(quoted from the sixty-eighth Psalm) ^xf^aXdrevcrev aixfio^ 
"Ktoalav, which you understand as referring to a victory of 
Christ over the demons. This application of these doubt- 
ful words could hardly have been founded on the context of 
the psalm itself. Are not the three parallel clauses, J^w)f 

D*ina*?, oifif n>iicr, and Dnn'iD piki dik2 n'\^i2 r\rv)b] in 

• T-' ••/ T't'. •: •-; TTIT T"- T:i'""T' 

connexion with D^7^J^ »^^ ]W^ ? Jehovah's victory, leading 
captive, and bestowal of gifts, had all one object — that He 
might make His dwelling-place in Zion. The prisoners 
whom He led captive with this purpose in view must surely 
be the rebels from whom He took those things which they 
gave to Him as their conqueror. Besides, I cannot under- 
stand why the apostle should have placed the two clauses, 
rjXf^a\u)T€va'€y alxfJ^aXjaxj-iav and eSeoKev Bofiara roi^ avOpdiroL^, 
in an entirely different (according to Holemann's interpre- 
tation, in a contrary) relationship. Those whom Christ 
has made His prisoners, and those to whom He has given 
gifts, appear to me to be the same. 

Ai'xjJMKtarevei^v is used in the same sense as alxfiaX^Ti^eiv 
in 2 Timothy iii. 6 or 2 Corinthians x. 5 ; and when St. Paul 
calls a fellow Christian his a-vvai'x/J^XtoTo^, as he does in 
Eomans xvi. 7, Colossians iv. 10, Philemon 23, I gather 
from the first of these passages, in which he does not write as 
a literal prisoner, that he is describing his fellow Christian 
as one whose hostility to the gospel Christ has overcome, as 
He had done in the case of St. Paul himself. The words 
quoted from the psalm, taken in connexion with the pas- 
sage into which the apostle has incorporated them, mean 
this: Christ has given to those who possess a %a/}t? or 
XapiCfxa that which fits them for and gives them in their 
measure a share in the building up of the body of Christ ; 
they were naturally and in former times enemies, whom He 
has overcome and fitted for His service. This is one point 
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which the apostle presents for oar consideration. The 
other concerns the events which preceded all this in the life 
of Christ, the work He did in order to bring it abont. The 
ave^T) has for its necessary condition that he Kariffrf, namely, 
6^9 Tu KaT(OT€pa fiipT/ rfyi ryrj^;. Of this last expression, dearest 
friend, you say that its meaning is as fixed as the stamp on 
a coin. Is it really so? Can we say positively that the 
comparative does not hinder us from regarding it as of 
similar meaning to ra inroKUTto Tri<; 7^9, rk inroxOovia Yy^*J 
rn^Jinri, although the last expression is never so translated ? 
In the psalm these words, understood in this sense, would 
not fit in with the context, while we read there also of a 
/carafiaLveiv of Jehovah, which preceded his avafiaiveir. 
For He who D"Tp"^tDK^ ^Dttfl 13*in is said to have become a 

• • • • 

13*7 JliD")yi, and to have gone before His people lto^*3. 
It was thus that He became the ruler who made Zion the 
seat of His power, and of His glory over all the kingdoms of 
the earth. Translated into the language of the New Testa- 
ment, is not this exactly what we read in Philippians ii. 6 
of Jesus Christ ? The '*!D^ did not appear as such, but, as 
we shall be singing in these Christmas days, '' He became 
a little child." The words which David uses of himself in 
Psalm cxxxix. 15, V?i4 JlVr^HJIl ^J^Dgl, were true of Christ. 
When He appears the second time. He shall come fiera 
T&v v€(j)€\&v Tov ovpavov. He shall shine like lightning 
from one end of heaven to the other. His first coming, on 
the other hand, was a Karafiaiveiv eh ra xardrepa fiiprf rrj^ 
7^9. He did not appear above the earth, compelling the 
recognition of His glory, but upon it. He did not come 
down from the visible heaven, eV rol^ avtaripoi^ fiipeaiv t^ 
7^9, but He came to our abode, eV toU Kartoripoi,^. For we 
might take the antithesis in this way, without making t^c 
77)9 an epexegetic genitive. The idea of the passage is 
essentially the same as that of our Lord in Matthew xx. 28, 
when He shows why he who will be great among His 
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disciples must be the servant of others. We are taught 
how to look upon the differences in %a/)i9 in the sense of 
a particular vocation which are found among Christians. 
All this would disappear if the apostle were writing of a 
triumphant KaTa/Salvecv of Christ, a KarafiaivHv which 
would be rather the beginning of His aval3alv€iv. It does 
not disappear if the words mean simply what a descent into 
the lower world would naturally mean to men. According 
to the former view, there would be a reaching on to the 
final result of our Lord's descent from heaven, a result 
which is so closely connected with His death, that it hardly 
requires to be named apart from it, while, according to 
the latter, the great contrast of fcarafiaiveiv and avafialveiy 
remains the same as in John vi. 38, 62, or Bomans x. 6, 7. 

But what are we to say of 1 Peter iii. 19 ? The fact that 
we are agreed on ver. 18 gives me courage to discuss the pas- 
sage again with you. For any interpretation of ^(aoiroirjffek 
irvevfiart which would make these words refer to an event 
not connected with the resurrection of Christ, cuts the 
ground from under my feet. The question between us is 
thus simply this. Is the subject of i/eijpv^ep Christ as eV 
fiop(f)7] 0€ov inrdpyjcov, or as the Son of man who had suffered 
death ? The words eV irvevfiaTt, which explain more nearly 
how the /cripva-aeiv was effected, are in my view opposed to 
the latter interpretation. If the reference were to an event 
in our Lord's life in the flesh, the event would be set before 
us as one which did not belong to His life, as it was affected 
by His possession of an earthly body, but as occurring at 
a time when this condition yielded to the life in the spirit. 

He who lives iv capicl may perform an action cV Trvevfiari, 
which, because this contrast of a-dp^ and irvev^a exists in 
him, may be said to have been done iv nrvevfiarL But is 
this possible to one who is in a state of death ? I think 
not, because it cannot be said of him, that he does anything 
iv aapxi or iv awfiari. As veKp6<i he can do nothing at all ; 

TOL. iiL : * ... ..J2^ **, 
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as TTvev/ia be cannot do anything iv Trvev^ari, because this 
would imply that he could also do something iv ffm/iaTt or 
iv aap/ci. Neither could the expression be used of Christ 
when He had for the second time a bodily existence, for 
iv irvevfiartfc^ adfiaTi the above-mentioned contrast exists 
no longer. On the other hand, the words might be applied 
to Him, as iv fiop(f>fj Seov v7rdpj(^cov irpo^: tov Qeov in heaven, 
or as sitting at the right hand of God on high, in His 
glorified human body. For in the one case, as in the other, 
all that He does or did in relation to the world is, or was, 
done by means of the Spirit ; it was His Uvevfia which ruled 
in the prophets. And I therefore think that the words eV w 
are of themselves sufficient to transfer the xi^pvaaeiv roU iv 
<f>v\aK7J TTvevfiaaiv to the time before He became incarnate. 
Or am I wrong in this idea ? 

You say, that unless the apostle made use of language to 
conceal rather than to reveal his thoughts, he must have 
meant that Christ went to the place of those who are called 
rib iv (pvXaKjj irvevfMaTa, and preached to them there in that 
very spot. Certainly ! But that is not the point ; the 
question to be decided is whether He went and preached 
to them when they were irvevfLara and iv <f)v\afcy ; and I 
appeal to 1 Peter iv. 6 as confirmation of my view that the 
context goes to prove the contrary. It does so by a definite 
statement of circumstances which attended this preaching 
on the part of Christ. Or does this statement refer only 
to the disobedience of those to whom He preached ? You 
admit that the words iKrjpv^^v direidija'aaiv might indicate 
two events happening at one and the same point of time, and 
in discussing the matter with you it is needless for me to 
appeal to Hebrews ii. 10 ; for in reference to that passage I 
now agree with you that the bringing many sons to glory, 
and the making the Captain of their salvation perfect through 
suffering, are simultaneous events. 

But you tell me that the word vote is opposed to my 
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view, which would require rore, I admit now (for our 
recent conversation has led me to examine the passage 
afresh), that irore belongs to aTretdijaacnv, not to iKrjpv^ev 
aTretdrjaaaiv, in which case it would come after eici)pv^ev. 
I therefore translate, not as formerly, " He preached, but 
they did not obey," but, '*He preached to them when 
once (i.6. in a past which is now more definitely defined) 
they were disobedient." The case is the same as in 
Hebrews ii. 10. If we are there obliged to translate, 
"When He brought many sons to glory. He could do it 
only by making the Captain of their salvation perfect 
through suffenng,*' then the present passage must mean, 
that when they, the spirits in prison, were in past days 
disobedient, it was Christ who preached to them. Why 
should the sentence require rore instead of irore before 
oref The important point is not when they were dis- 
obedient, but only that their disobedience, which belonged 
to the past, i.e. to a time preceding their imprisonment, 
was a disobedience against the preaching of Christ. For 
it is the object of the apostle, by reminding his readers of 
the preaching of Christ, of the manner in which it took 
place, the success which it had, and the state of those 
who rejected it, to make a fact of the immediate present — 
the fact, namely; that the ascended Christ finds no better 
reception for His preaching in the minds of many men — 
comprehensible and free from difficulty to the Christians of 
whom these men spoke evil. In this connexion irore appears 
to me exactly right, while rore would be required, I think, 
if we translated " after they had been disobedient*" For in 
this case their former disobedience would be the reason why 
Christ preached to them now, when He who had died came 
to them, the dead. I cannot think it other than impossible 
(because opposed to all the teaching of Scripture) that their 
disobedience in this life should without further explanation 
stand as a reason for their receiving Christ's preaching in 
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death. We shonld tben have to conclade that the preaching 
had no other object than to condemn them ; and this, as it 
seems to me, is utter nonsense, since their disobedience in 
this life had condemned them already. Besides, although 
there are instances of preaching addressed to individuals or 
to masses, perhaps even to an entire people, the only 
object of which was to harden, there is no case in which 
any other result than hardening is from the first excluded. 
If this is not the meaning, then some special circumstances 
under which the disobedience took place can alone explain 
why that disobedience was a reason for our Lord's preaching 
to those who in their lifetime had been disobedient to the 
word of God; and the point to consider is therefore, when 
the disobedience took place, and what connexion it had 
with Him. 

If you, dear friend, were able to agree with me as far as 
we have gone, you would perhaps set less importance on 
your farther scruples in regard to my interpretation of 
this doubtful passage. You would not think it strange if 
it were said that Christ called Isaiah, or that He spoke to 
Moses. But, you say, it would be singular that He should 
be the subject of a preaching which had no connexion 
whatever with the salvation of Jehovah, which was still in 
the future. Has it no connexion ? Is not its burden the 
coming of Jehovah to judgment, and the way by which 
this judgment may be escaped? Does it not in thisK 
resemble the preaching of all the prophets down to Malachi ? 
Yes, even of John the Baptist (Matt. iii. 12) with regard to 
the day of the Lord. 

Jesus Himself was the first to say that He had not come 
to judge the world ; but He will return to judge it, and to 
deliver His own from the world, and so from the judgment 
that shall fall upon it. 

Further^ you notice the absence of all mention of a 
human medium for such preaching on the part of Christ* 
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But (setting aside the fact that the context leads us to 
infer such a medium), it was the purpose of the apostle to 
set forth this preaching as having been proclaimed through 
the instrumentality of spirit, in contrast to the bodily self- 
manifestation of Christ. The iKijpv^ev of this passage re* 
sembles the etnjyyeXia-aro of Ephesians ii. 17 in this, that in 
both cases the mention of human instrumentality is avoided, 
and for very similar reasons. In the latter passage, the 
thanks for the message of salvation which had been granted 
to the heathen are to be ascribed to Christ Himself, since 
He first proclaimed the message after His resurrection 
(Acts xxvi. 28) ; and in the passage before us, the point for 
consideration is, that Christ was willing, before His incar- 
nation, even as now, to speak to those who remained dis- 
obedient to His words. Nor, finally, can it be said that 
in my interpretation the evident contrast between the one 
and the other TropevOeh disappears ; it only takes a different 
meaning. The going of Christ in spirit to these men, when 
He was with God, and His going to God in heaven after He 
had risen again to the life of the glorified body, are con- 
trasted with each other, because the risen One, who is to 
believers the exalted Son of man, in order that they may 
have confidence that their sins are forgiven, comes to them 
in the spirit, even as in old times, and speaks to them ; and, 
as in these days. He is afterwards as judge to show Himself 
in bodily presence before the eyes of the living and the dead. 
I for my part consider that, if we accept this explanation, 
the New Testament ve/cpot<; eifrfyyeXla-Or) (iv. 6), with which 
the line of thought that begins in iii. 13 closes, corresponds 
to the Old Testament to^ iv ^vXaKy irvevp^aLv iKripv^ev ; 
while for those who understand the former words as refer- 
ring to the preaching of salvation which had been heard in 
their lifetime by those who were dead at the time of the 
second coming of Christ, there can be not only no connexion 
whatever between two such similar passages, but even a 
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striking want of connexion, since in the one case it is the 
dead considered as dead, and in the other the dead in their 
lifetime who hear the word of God. 

How shall I go on? You, dear friend, are, as you say, 
absolutely certain, that an unprejudiced expositor must 
necessarily understand this doubtful passage as referring to 
a self-manifestation of Himself by Christ in Hades in the 
intermediate state before His resurrection. But I can 
honestly say that as a result of our conversations on the 
descent into Hades, I have candidly examined the passage 
afresh with the most earnest humility towards the word of 
God, and wifch the firm resolve to let all other scruples, even 
those most closely connected with the doctrines we believe, 
give way to the plain meaning of Scripture ; and yet I have 
not been able to come to any other conclusion than that 
which I have laid before you. H my exposition makes no 
impression on you, if you continue as certain as ever of 
your own view, then you make this passage teach that 
which is taught nowhere else, and which I cannot find in 
any other part of Scripture. How then are we to agree ? 
I on my side can content myself with the reflection, that 
this passage bears a very important meaning, but not one 
which stands opposed to the analogy either of Scripture or 
of the faith. I do not see how you, with your interpretation, 
can be so easily content. You say, that the reference is to 
those who died before Christ, who should be led to repen- 
tance and faith, so far as they were capable of receiving 
salvation, by the self-manifestation of Christ in Hades. But 
Peter would thus represent their disobedience to the word, 
work, and will of God as the very reason why Christ 
preached to them after their death. There could not pos- 
sibly be a sharper contrast with 2 Corinthians v. 10. 
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THE ABAMAIG GOSPEL. 

Dr. Kesch's Proofs of Translation. 

In the February number of The Expositor, Dr. Sanday, 
in commenting with characteristic kindliness upon a paper 
which I contributed last July, and in comparing this with 
some works that have quite recently been published in 
Germany, remarked that I hardly appeared conscious of the 
many points of contact which my argument had with these 
— more particularly with the elaborate and learned work 
of Dr. Eesch. This was purely an argumentum e silentio ; 
but for once this mode of reasoning was correctly applied. 
When it is known, however, that the paper to which Dr. 
Sanday refers was penned at least twelve months before 
these works appeared, the silence on that occasion will 
readily be explained and condoned. Perhaps I ought not 
to expect the same condonation, when I confess that I am 
indebted to Dr. Sanday for first directing my attention to 
the Agrapha of Dr. Besch, as having an important bearing 
on our investigations. After a diligent perusal of this most 
erudite treatise, which is written to collect and expoimd all 
the utterances of our Lord not recorded in the Gospels, I 
am strangely impressed by the many points of coincidence 
between two of the introductory chapters and the theories 
which, in absolute isolation, I had been led to form. Sin- 
gularly enough, this is also the most suitable place at which 
reference can be made to Dr. Besch, and a comparison in- 
stituted between our methods, as well as our results. We 
both believe in a primitive Semitic document, written by 
the Apostle Matthew, that this document was used by the 
three synoptists, and that its contents can now be recovered 
only by internal criticism ; but Dr. Besch maintains that 
this primitive Gospel was written in Hebrew — not Aramaic. 
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In the interests of truth, it seems eminently desirable that 
the investigations of Dr. Eesch should be placed before 
English scholars, so that they may be in a position to 
adjudicate between the rival claims of Hebrew and Aramaic 
to be the language in which the earliest Gospel was written. 
Especially is it important to ascertain the method by which 
the solution of this intricate problem has been attempted, 
and what kind of evidence has been deemed sufficient to 
satisfy one of Germany's ripest scholars as proof that our 
Greek evangelists have in some cases translated from a 
common Semitic document. On seeking an answer to 
these questions, we find that the test of translation-work, 
on which alone Dr. Eesch relies, is the one which engaged 
our attention last month ; and it is on this account that 
an examination of his researches can at this point be most 
opportunely undertaken. The only implement of internal 
criticism by which Dr. Eesch proposes to prove the exis- 
tence of a Hebrew Gospel embedded in our present Greek 
Gospels is the one which we have designated (p. 118) in- 
dication No. V. ; viz. that the divergent Greek words are 
diverse renderings of one and the same Hebrew word. Our 
author claims fifty-nine cases in point. About twenty of 
these however do not refer to divergences in the synoptists 
themselves, but to the variations with which one or other 
of the Gospels is quoted in the sub-apostolic age — which 
variations are thought to imply translation from a Hebrew 
original. These will furnish us a fruitful field of inquiry 
shortly ; but for the present we will omit them from the 
list. The remainder, with the exception of some few dupli- 
cates, we now transcribe. 



3 





Matthew, 


Mark. 


Luke. 




xxviii. 1. 


xvi. 9. 




■>?? 


fxia 


TTpuynf 






viii. 19 ; xxii. 35. 




ix. 57; X. 25 


nntj 


€19 




Tt5 



THE ARAMAIC GOSPEL. 



377 



1 




Matthew. 


MiLEK. 


TiUKE. 






xxiii. 4. 




xi. 46. 


8 


•IS? 


XXV. 24. 




SvCrj^daraKTO^ 
xix. 21. 


9 


nrij 


<TK\'qp6<i 
xxiv. 28. 




aixmypo? 
xvii. 37. 


14 


"•J? 


TTTtu/xa 




CiofjLa 






xxvi. 26. 


xiv. 22. 


xxii. 19. 


16 


i:i3 


cuXoyciv 


cvXoyctv 


cvxaptoTcii' 






v.ll. 


(Hennas) 


vi. 22. 


20 


^m 


ctTTCtv irav 
irovrjpov 


pka(r<f>'t)iJL€lv 


iKpdXX.€LV TO ovofua 

a)$ vovffpov 






V. 29. 


ix. 43. 


(Clem. Alex.) 


21 


3^0 


<rufAxf>€p€i 


icaXov co-Ttv 


alpcrorrcpov 






XV. 6. 


vii. 13. 


(Epiphanias) 


23 


njyo 


erroXi} 


Xoyos 


V0/X09 






viii. 2. 


i.40. 


V. 12. 


25 


njqn^iT 


Trpoo-fcwciv 


yovmrertiv 


mTTTCtV 






ix. 18. 


V. 23. 


viii. 42. 


27 


niD 


TcXevrav 


€<r;(aTQ)S ^X^*'' 


dirotfjojo-xctv 






X. 38. 


viii. 34. 


xiv. 27. 


28 


K5?J 


Xa/ifiayeiv 


aipciv 


Pacrrd^'iiv 






xvi. 25. 


viii. 35. 


xvii. 33. 


29 


n;ri 


a'fa^€Lv 


<ra>^€(v 


{(joyovciv 
TTcpiTTOicro-^at 






xii. 39. 


(Epiphaniiis) 


xi. 29. 


• 31 


CB3 


CTTlfl/TCtK 


aiTcti' 


fl/TCtV 






xxiii. 35. 


(Epiphanius) 


xi. 51. 


33 

• 


3^? 


<f}OV€V€LV 


d7ro#cre/v€iv 


aTToXKxvai 






xxvii. 26. 


XV. 15. 


xxiii. 16. 


36 


ns. 


i^/saycXAovv 


^paycXXovv 


7rai3eue£V 




Hr. 


iv. 11. 


(Horn. Clemt.) 


iv. 13. 


39 


d^ievcu 


vav€(r6ai. 


airooTrfvai 






ix. 8. 


ii. 12. 


V.26. 


40 


• 


ff^ofiufrSai 


iiioTafrOai 


irXiycr^vat tf^opov 






xvii. 2. 


ix. 2. 


ix. 29. 


43 


n^npn 


fi€Tafioptl>ov<r6ai 


/iera/iop^ovo-^ai 


L cTcpov yiv€(rOai 
D aXXotovo-^ai 






ix. 18. 


V. 22. 


viii. 41. 


44 


njpritpn 


7rpo<r/cw€rv 


(7rpo(r)iri7rT€tv 
irpos Tovs irdSa< 


fl-iTTTCiv Trapa 
J Tovs ?roSa« 
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Matthew. 


Mabk. 


Luke. 






xxiv. 27. 




xvii. 24. 


45 


1'tjn 






Xa/iirctv 
D doTpaTTTCiv 






xxvi. 67. 


xiv. 65. 


xxii. 64. 


48 


n?n 


paTTtfctv 


paTTLO'fiaa'iv 


TWTTCIV 




1 f 

• 




fidXXeLV 


TO TrpOflTWXOK 






xvii. 9. 


ix. 9. 


ix. 36. 


50 


^«1 1^ 


opafia 


a tlSov 


u)V cuipojcat' 
D iO€da-avTo 




D^^N 


xxvi. 71. 


XIV. 68. 


(Eusebius) 


51 


-jrvAwF 


TrpoavXiov 


irpoavkK 








D. -TTpocravXiy 








V.48. 


(Clem. Alex.) 


vi. 36. 


55 


nfW n;n 


€(T€(r6ai a>9 


fUfi€Lcr$ai 


ytVecr^at fca^cJ? 






(Epiphanius) 


iii. 16. 


vi. 14. 


56 


«^i? 


CTn/caAcit' 


hnTiOivax ovofia 


ovofjua^^iv 






xviii. 6. 


ix. 42. 


xvii. 2. 


58 


310 


(Ephr. Syr.) 
icpetcro-ov 


icaXov co-Tiv 

(Clem. Alex.) 

aipcTWTcpov 


AvaiTcXct 



This is the list of variant translations, which, in the 
judgment of this able representative of " severely critical " 
German scholarship, is adequate to prove the existence of 
a Semitic Urevangelium ; and upon this list we would now 
offer a few observations. 

a. It will be observed that Dr. Besch presents to us but 
ojie kind of proof. Simple as the thing may seem, it does 
not appear to have occurred to any previous investigator in 
this field, that the indications of translation must be of 
diverse kinds — ^just as diverse as those which occur in the 
several translations of the Hebrew Old Testament ; and 
that when we are searching for indications that two or 
three Greek documents are translations from a hypothetical 
Semitic text, we ought to be able to show that the same 
phenomena are present as are found in works that are 
known to be translations from a Semitic original. Let Dr. 
Besch adduce instances in which the diverse vocalization 
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of the same Hebrew consonants, or the change of one letter, 
or the omission of a letter, or the transposition of two 
letters in the Hebrew text, will produce the divergent Greek 
readings which occur in the synoptists, and we will listen 
most attentively. 

/?. In the above list there are several parallel phrases that 
are pure synonyms. We have more than once affirmed 
that we could not venture to build on cases of this nature, 
inasmuch as the occurrence of phrases exactly equivalent 
is just what one would expect in the narrative of three 
witnesses who were totally independent of each other, and 
had no access to a common source. For instance, if, when 
describing (see no. 40) the strange emotions which came 
over the crowd when they saw the paralytic rise from his 
bed and carry it forth, one evangelist says, '' they were all 
afraid," iipofijjOfjaav ; another, "they were amazed," eftV- 
raaOai, ; and a third, " they were filled with fear," e^XiJo-- 
Brjaav <f>6fiou, there are two ways in which such syno- 
nymity might be explained. It might, of course, arise 
from the diverse rendering of a common Semitic word in 
a written Gospel; but if other facts were favourable, it 
might prove the very opposite, and might be used as indi- 
cating that the narrators had no intercourse with each 
other, directly or indirectly. On these grounds there are 
fourteen instances cited, which had been better omitted. 
They are nos. 8, 9, 23, 25, 27, 31, 33, 36, 40, 44, 48, 61, 
55, and 56. Not one of these, I may say, had escaped my 
notice, but I did not deem it wise to mention any of them ; 
for, though they might come in useful as confirming our 
theory, when it has been established by other evidence, yet 
when adduced as proof, they do but injure the cause they 
are intended to serve, because, in themselves considered, 
they can be accounted for without the hypothesis of a 
common source. 

7. Though the cases which Dr. Eesch adduces were. 
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with one or two exceptions, all known to me, there were 
only three of them which I ventured in the April article 
to addace, in the initial stage of the argument, as fur- 
nishing sufficient evidence of being variant translations 
of the same word in a Semitic document ; and these are all 
quite as favourable to the hypothesis of an Aramaic as of a 
Hebrew original. These are nos. 28, 29, and 58. I admit 
that the Hebrew K'^^ explains the three variants Xaiifidveiv, 
alpeiVy and fiaard^eiv, as well as the Aramaic /D^ ; but I 
scarcely think that iTH covers the meanings of aw^eiv, 
TrepiTToielaOai, and ^(ooyoveiv so well as ^^V^, nor that 
1^£3 would suggest to three Greek translators the words 
XvaireXci, avfji,<l>€pei,^ and koKov so readily as K^H which, as 
we have seen, possesses all these meanings in regular usage. 

S. Dr. Besch does not explain by this test any words 
that are really diverse in meaning. A Hebrew Urevan- 
gelium would, for instance, leave b^cCKruiara and dfiapria^ 
in the Lord's prayer unexplained, for there is no one 
Hebrew word which possesses both these meanings. Oar 
author, moreover, makes no use of the fact that many 
Hebrew verbs now spelt alike are really of distinct origin, 
and on this account possess meanings which cannot be 
subsumed under any one fundamental conception. In fact. 
Dr. Besch adduces no one case in which his Hebrew 
hypothesis explains genuinely diverse words that lie abreast 
of each other in the Greek harmony. That such instances 
exist in large numbers is evident, and any theory which 
supposes the parallel synoptic passages to be translated 
from a common source ought to attempt their elucidation. 

€. There are about ten oases left, all more or less 
impressive, and, as defending a counter-hypothesis, we are 
bound to examine whether they admit of as clear an 
explanation — or perhaps clearer — on the theory of an 
Aramaic, as of a Hebrew, Urevangelium. We attach the 
numbers on the foregoing list. 
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1 and 3. As to the homologaes 1 and 3, no one would con- 
tend that the Aramaic HTT = one, is not as suitable as the 
Hebrew T]\k. Both can be used for the ordinal adjective 

TV J 

irpdrr), and both can be used for the indefinite pronoun tc^. 
14. Dr. Eesch is, as I believe, quite correct in seeing in 
a&fia, a body, and nrT&ixa, a carcase, an indication of trans- 
lation. The passage is, ''Wherever the carcase (Luke, 
body) is, there will the eagles be gathered together" ; and 
our author suggests the Hebrew word *)^5 as solving the 
difficulty. But there is this objection : the Hebrew "1^9 
nowhere means a body, but only a carcase or corpse; 
whereas the Aramaic cognate *)^SI means both a living 
body and a corpse, as in Proverbs x. 13, " The rod for the 
body of him that is lacking in discretion." We submit 
then that, so far as this word is concerned, the assumption 
of the word *1^9 in an Aramaic exemplar is more likely to 
have led to the Greek variants a&fxa and TrrA/jLa than the 
occurrence of IHD in a Hebrew text. 

V V 

16. Dr. Eesch adduces the two slightly divergent Greek 
words that are used, when, at the last supper, our Lord 
** gave thanks *' before breaking the bread, €v\oy^<ra<; and 
eirxapLaTTjaa^ ] and rightly gives the word ^'^'2, as the 
equivalent — a word which has the same significance in 
Aramaic as in Hebrew. It was not our intention to 
adduce this case however, because the narrative of the last 
supper as given in Luke bears no evidence of having been 
translated from the same source as was used by the first 
two evangelists. In fact, we fail to find in any part of 
the Judsean ministry, except the great eschatological dis- 
course, any satisfactory evidence that the narratives were 
translated from the same Aramaic document. After most 
laborious e£forts, the divergences which occur in the 
Judsean narratives obstinately refuse to yield to our 
hypothesis, further than that, as in the case before us^ 
we find two or more Greek words used to represent an 
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action, place, or thing, more funiliarly known by an 
Aramaic word. We should not have yentnred to suppose, 
for instance, that the four eqniralents for " the porch " 
in no. 51, nor the words for "scoorging" in no. 36, 
afford any evidence worth naming of translation from a 
common Semitic docmnent. 

20. In the last beatitude, in which onr Lord congratn* 
lates those who shall suffer for their adherence to Himself, 
there occur the variant parallels : 

Matt. V. 11 : KOi ctTioMri Koff vfiJSiv s-oy vamifpov. 

And shall speak against jron erery evil thing. 

Ltike vL 22 : koI ixfidkuMn to ovofia vfiJuv cos Ton^por. 

And shall ca^t ont your name as eviL 

Dr. Besch would give lOJinSTT^ as the equivalent of the 
two entire phrases, being encouraged in this by the fiEu^t 
that in a quotation of this passage in Hernias the single 
verb fi\aa'if>rjfi€iv is used. We should have thought that 
^nn would be required for oveiSiac^aiv, "they shall re- 
proach you " ; but let that pass. It was our intention to 
give the Aramaic verb lyo as the equivalent, not of the 
whole clauses, but of the parts elirooat Kad* vfiip, and 
iK/3d\a><n, rb ovofia vfi&v. That elirelv Kara was used in a 
stronger sense than lies on the surf&ce, and meant to 
revile, execrate, curse, or blaspheme, is evident from Acts 
vi. 13, where, in the heat of their malignity, the accusers 
of Stephen said : " This fellow ceaseth not to speak words 
against {p'^fiara Xa\&v Kajd) this holy place and the law." 
So Jude 15. And ixfiaXelp to ovofMa, '* to cast out the 
name," may mean to utter the name with contempt or 
with a malediction; or it may refer to the terrible curse 
which the synagogue pronounced on those who were ad* 
judged finally apostate. These meanings are covered by the 
Aramaic word Dl7, which means to curse, execrate, blas- 
pheme. It is, e.g., used of Sbimei, 2 Sam. xix. 21; of Balaam, 
Num. xxiii. 11 ; and of the unnatural son, Lev. xx. 9. 
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While the above explanation seems adequate to account 
for the divergence, there is another which has perhaps equal 
claim on our acceptance ; namely, that the Aramaic copy 
used by the evangelist Luke contained some form of the 
the verb ^•')D = to throw or cast forth, instead of ID")^; 1/10^ 
instead of IIOT : a case of the transposition of two letters, a 
clerical error inevitably found in all MS S. If t>^'^ occurred 
in the MSS. used by Luke, he would be obliged to explain 
it by an appeal to the word ^^D, and would thus render, 
" they shall cast you, or, your name, out as evil/* This 
solution is the more likely, as we hope by-and-by to adduce 
other cases where the transposition of two Aramaic letters 
explains the divergence in our Greek Gospels. 

Further, we have seen that Dr. Eesch would take each of 
the two phrases that we have quoted as one complex whole, 
and would regard each as a free rendering of some form 
of the one word ^^H. But is this probable ? Do not the 
parallel phrases wav irovijpov and &>? irovripov point to some 
equivalent in the Semitic document ? Dr. Besch has not 
recognised that, on his hypothesis of a Hebrew XJrschrift, 
the same Tcinds of divergence are to be expected as con- 
fessedly occur in the several translations of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, or he would have conjectured that, in irav m-ovrjpop 
and m irovrjpov, we have respectively yi 73 and yro. In 
Aramaic, this would be tC^O b2 and ICT'lD, the omission of 
the one letter b explaining the difference between the two 
Greek readings. 

89. These parallel passages refer to the close of Christ's 
temptation in the wilderness, when Matthew and Luke 
both say that " the devil departed from Him*'; but Matthew 
uses the word a<f)ir](nv, Luke, airia-Tr}, The narration of 
this event in the Clementine Homilies runs thus: "Albeit, 
the king of the ungodly, having attempted in many ways 
to seduce the King of the godly to do his will, and being 
unable, desisted** {iwavaaTo), Dr. Besch adduces this as 
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part evidence of the existence of a primitive Hebrew Gospel. 
He holds that these three slightly divergent Greek words 
bear marks of being a translation of the same Hebrew word 
in a primitive Gospel, and that the author of the Clementine 
Homilies made use of this TJrschrift, as well as our two 
Greek evangelists. For my own part, I am hopeful that 
evidence can be adduced from the sub-apostolic age of the 
circulation of a Semitic Gospel ; but the paraphrastic nature 
of the quotation in the Homilies in this case makes one 
doubtful whether any dependence can be placed upon it. 
At all events, if bin = he ceased, desisted, suits the require- 
ments of a Hebrew Gospel, it cannot be denied that pD9 
ip would in Aramaic even more completely cover the mean- 
ings of the three Greek words. This is rendered clear 
from the following occurrences of pD3 in the Targums. 

Exod. iv. 26 : The Targum of Jonathan narrates that when Zipporah 

had circumcised Gershom, **the destroying angel 
ceased from Moses, so that Zipporah gave thanks." 

Prov. xvii. 13 : Evil shall not depart from his house. 

Job vii. 16 : Let me alone, or, depart from me (^W POP ; LXX., 

airoara dir' cftov), for my life is vain. 

Job xiv. 6 : Cease from him, let his wound cease, until he shall 

receive his reward as a hireling in his day. 

43. This illustration is taken from the scene on the 
mount of transfiguration. We will present the context in 
parallelism, and show what support it affords to our own 
theory. 



Matt, x vii* 1, 2. 


Mark ix. 2, 3. 




Luke ix. 28, 29. 


ava<^e/)€i avrov? 


dva<l>€p€L auTOus 




Ivi^-q 


ci9 opo^ 


cts 6po^ 




€tS TO OpfK 


v\lnj\ov 


injnjXov 




trpoo'eviaa'Oai' 


KOT iBCav* 


KaT iBCav p.6vov%' 






Koi 


KoX 




KoX €y€V€TO 






iv T(3 'irpo<T€v\€a'Bai aurov 


€fxirpo(r6€V avtitiv 


lpirpoiTdf.v avTijiV 


TO 


cISo? Tov irpoawiTOv auroS 


fi€T€/Jiop<l>(a$rj, 


p.€T€flOpff>(l)$7}, 




CTC/30F. 
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In the third line we have v^\6v standing abreast with 
TTpoaeu^aadai,, Do the words possessing these meanings 
resemble each other in Aramaic, so that one might easily 
be mistaken for the other? ' We think so. The usnal 
Aramaic word meaning " to pray " is the Pael 7?> which is 
precisely equivalent to vpoaev^o/juii, in that it implies a 
reverent posture in prayer, kneeling, with penitent, down- 
cast eyes. The infinitive of this verb is ^^^^X. But the 
adjective meaning " very high," " summus, excelsus," 
vy^Xo^, is nh^^y. It occurs frequently in the phrase " the 
most high God," as in Genesis xiv. 18, etc. ; but it is also 
used of physical things. It is used, for instance, in Genesis 
i. 7, of " the waters that are above the firmament," which 
in the Jerusalem Targum are called "^Vt^^ KJD, "the waters 
that are above," in contrast to the ^WIK K^D, " the waters 
that are beneath." So Psalm civ. 13: "He waters the 
mountains from the place of His lofty reservoirs." The 
Hebrew has "His chambers." Job xxxvii. 9, "From His 
lofty chamber cometh the tempest." If, as modern scholars 
are agreed, the mount of transfiguration was Hermon, 
which is three times as high as the loftiest summits of 
Judaea and Galilee, this explains the occurrence of HK^V = 
very high, instead of the common Targumic word D"J = high. 
The only difference therefore in Aramaic between irpoaev- 
^aadac and vyjnjXop in an unvocalized text is that between 
^ and y. The former is ill^b'^, the latter tlt^bj^. 1 admit 
most readily that, if this instance stood alone, it might be 
purely accidental ; but if these cases are sufficiently multi- 
plied to "eliminate chance," if about forty instances can 
be adduced, as we hope to do presently, in which the 
change of one letter accounts for the divergence in our 
Greek Gospels, then surely chance will be eliminated and 
the theory substantiated. 

On the first line, we have Matthew and Mark in unison 
with ava<f>€p€i ainoi^, " He led them up"; while Luke gives 
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avifif), " He went up." I would submit that these variants 
are due to the difference between the Peal pDJ, '*He went 
up," and its causative, the Aphel, pDK or PP^, " He led 
up"; though of course, when Luke had deciphered the 
word which Matthew and Mark render vyp^Xdv, as meaning 
" to pray," consistency alone would perhaps suggest avifirj, 
instead of ava<f>€p€i. 

The next parallels that we would endeavour to elucidate 
are those to which Dr. Besch alludes; namely, fi€T€fiop<f>(i0Tj, 
which occurs in Matthew and Mark, and erepov, which is 
found in all the Greek MSS. of Luke except D. This 
remarkable MS. gives lyWoici^i/, and this reading is quoted 
by Origen. It is perhaps unnecessary to remind readers of 
The Expositor of the way in which Bishop Wordsworth 
sought to account for this divergence. He held that Luke 
declined the use of fierefiopifxadTf, lest he might awaken in 
the minds of his Greek readers any ideas or feelings con- 
nected with the fabulous metamorphoses of their heathen 
deities. This view was sanctioned by Dean Alford, and is 
also warmly defended by the Bev. Arthur Wright, who, in 
his recent work on the Composition of *the Four Gospels, 
says : '^ The Gentile catechists knew that a metamorphosis 
would suggest wrong ideas to a Greek mind. It would 
recall the fables of Zeus changing into a bull or a swan, or 
would suggest to the Latins Ovid's fifteen books of Meta- 
morphoses. In St. Luke accordingly we find the word 
removed and a new rendering substituted, ' the form of His 
countenance became different ' " (pp. 60, 51). This is very 
plausible. It is one of the best attempts I remember to 
explain the divergences in the synoptists by subjective 
criticism ; but the probability which it yields can never 
transcend subjectivity. We can never Jctww that that was 
really Luke's motive. The hypothesis can lay no claim to 
be scientific. One of the conditions to which such hypo- 
theses must conform is, that they *' admit of verification 
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or disproof, or at least of being rendered more or less 
probable by subsequent investigation." 

In the theory of Besch, as well as in the one advocated 
in these papers, an attempt is made to substitute for this 
subjective plausibility a hypothesis which certainly admits 
of proof or disproof; namely, that the divergences are due 
to a variant translation of a Semitic document. 

In the case before us, Dr. Besch suggests that the common 
Hebrew word was Jl^J^ptl ; but this does not explain the 
whole difficulty. The divergence in the parallel passages 
extends beyond the verb, thus : 

He was transfigured before them. 

The form of His countenance became different. 

The remainder of each sentence ought not to be ignored, 
and I would now offer the elucidation at which I arrived 
some months ago. The Aramaic verb that I would employ 
is cognate to the above Hebrew verb : it is Wtf — or as it 
is otherwise written, '^y^. This verb in Peal means to be 
or become different, ** anders sein, werden ** ; in Pael, to 
make different, to alter, change. The occurrences of the 
Peal of Uyif are instructive. 



T t 



Deat. zzxiv. 7 : The glorious splendour of his (Moses') face was not 

altered. 
Dan. iii. 27 : The hosen of the three Hebrew youths, after they 

came out of the furnace, *' were not changed" 

(LXX.» rfXXouoSrf), 
Dan. Y. 9: Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his 

countenance was changed in him. (^"T^V \]y^ ^O^^Tl ; 

LXX., rf fiop<f>rf avrov rfWoiioOrj Iv aurw.) 
Dan. vi. 17 : The stone was sealed at the mouth of the den of 

lions, that the purpose concerning Daniel might 

not be ch %nged (jirf dXXoifaO-g). 
Dan. yii. 3 : Four great beasts came up from the sea, different 

(ItJP') o°® from another. 
Esther iii. 8 : There is a people scattered abroad, . . . and their 

laws are different from those of every people. 
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Shall I now have any difficulty in persuading my readers 
that €T€pov, ^WoidoOrj, and fi€T€fiop(f>co0rf are diverse renderings 
of the one word "^M or ^Jttf ^in? Or, if it be thoac^ht neces- 
sary that the word /jL€T€fiop<f>a>0fj requires the passive of the 
Pael, we shall obtain ^^t^D \in=was caused to change, was 
altered. 

But what of the rest of the clause? The equivalent of 
€fi7rpo<j-0€v avT&v, " in their presence," is I^H^SI^HS, and of 
TO irpoa-dfTov avrov. His countenance, TI^S^Nt. While for 
eZSo9 = form, appearaoce, the most suitable word is ^TH, 
which occurs 

Esther ii. 2 : Let virgins who are fair in appearance O^nil TT^^ ; 

LXX., KoAA rai ciScO) he sought for the king's 
approval. 

Isa. liii. 2 : In this passage the Targnm sadly mars the original 

Hebrew as it renders : " His appearance (S^JTn . 
LXX., ciSos) is not as the appearance of an ordinary 
man, nor the fear He inspires like that of an an- 
edncated man (t^^^C^ = i^n/f ) ; but the splendour 
of holiness is His, so that all who see Him shall 
gaze at Him." 

• We would suggest therefore that the difference between 
the third Gospel and the other two has arisen from a 
slightly variant text. 

. Luke requires "^^^ ^mS)i«T Itm, 

Matthew and Mark ^JIC^ pn^B^Kl ^im. 

Of course in such cases the full amount of variation 
which our Greek text requires may not have existed in the 
Aramaic document. Let one word be miswritten or mis- 
read, and the rest must be pressed in order to give suitable 
sense. 

45. In this instance Dr. Besch compares Matthew xxiv. 
27, 4>^iv€a0ai, D ^atWcv, with Luke xvii. 24, Xafiircu^, D 
aarpdirre^v, and claims that the Hebrew ^^^^|7 explains the 
variants. If the primitive Gospel was Hebrew, this is 
probable ; but if it was Aramaic, nn^ would explain them 
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equally well. But there is another couplet in the same 
passage which Dr. Besch does not mention. 

Matt. xxiv. 27. Luke xvii. 24. 

uxnrep yap ij ocTpaTTTf annrcp yap -^ aoTpair^ 

€$€p)(^€Tai do'TpdiTTOva'a 

OTTO dvarokoiv €k rrjs inro tov ovpavov 

Kal if>aiv€rax Xdfnrei 

€a»s BxxTfjLtov, CIS rrjv vir ovpayov. 

Does the hypothesis of a Hebrew Urevangelium shed any 
light on the variants i^ipx^rac and ao-rpdirTouaa ? We are 
not told. The Aramaic equivalent of i^ipx^o^Oai is TTK, 
which occurs twice in biblical Aramaic, Daniel ii. 5 and 8, 
" The word has gone out from me." The verb used of the 
shining or flashing forth of light is int^^, Aphel of ITJt. 

Prov. iv. 18 : The path of the just is like the light which shineth 

forth ("intDl), and its light goes on unto the per- 
fection of the day. 

Isa. ix. 2 : They that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 

upon them hath the light shone. 

2 Sam. xxiii. 4 : He shall be as the light of the morning, when the 

sun shines ; i.e. flashes or breaks forth. 

There are thus two probabilities before us by which to 
account for the variant i^ipx^rai. Either we have two 
readings, "TTK and "inTK ; or, since IHTK denotes, as we have 
seen, the breaking forth of light on preceding darkness, 
i^ipX^'rai may be a free rendering of "IHTK. 

60. Dr. Eesch here gives -IK^ "ItCfK, ''what they had 
seen," as the Hebrew equivalent of the three expressions, to 
opafjLa (Matt. xvii. 9), & elSov (Mark ix. 9), and &v idpaxav 
(Luke ix. 36). This explanation of course answers well for 
the last two, but leaves to opafia = '* the vision/* to be con- 
sidered as a free translation. Now if in Aramaic the three 
phrases closely resemble each other, we shall once more 
claim the advantage. The Aramaic equivalent of ^H^ 1^ is 
Mn^ or -IK^Tm : whereas the word for to opaua is ^tri or J^ltn 
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Ezek. i. 1 : I saw in prophet vision {HIJ^D} ^^H?). ^ 

Dan. ii. 19 : The mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the 

night («;^^^ '1 N)?n5 ; LXX., h hpdfiaTi, t^s fuictw). 

So vii. 13. 
Dan. iv. 10 : In visions of my head C^l ^ItQ? ; LXX, iv opdfum 

According to our theory therefore, the difiTerence of one 
letter in an unvocalized text explains the divergence. Mat- 
thew and Mark require ytTH = what they had seen ; Luke 
Itn, or perhaps KITH = the vision. 

Granted then the existence of a Semitic-document as the 
source of much of the common matter of the Synoptists, 
was it written in Hebrew or in Aramaic ? That question 
remains now for others to answer. We have shown that 
Dr. Besch's evidence is incomplete in kind, and therefore 
until the attempt has been made to apply Hebrew in the 
same variety of ways as we have applied the Aramaic, we 
ought in fairness to wait for a final answer. There are 
however some of our strongest points to which Hebrew 
affords no solution, and we have shown that in those cases 
which Dr. Eesch explains by an appeal to Hebrew, the 
Aramaic proves equally efficacious, in some cases much 
more so, and therefore for the present we may rightly claim 
the advantage. Dr. Besch, we may add, devotes some few 
pages to ''extra-canonical quotations from the Urevange- 
Hum,** in which he endeavours to show that the diversity 
in the Gospel quotations in the early Fathers presupposes 
a Hebrew original. This opens up a wide and deeply 
interesting subject for inquiry — a subject which Dr. Besch 
has made pre-eminently his own, and in which, as throagh- 
out the whole of his admirable treatise, we shall often 
delight to sit at his feet, wishing however most sincerely 
that he could see that Aramaic, and not Hebrew, is the 
master-key. 

J. T. MabshaUu 
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BB. MABTINEAU AND THE GOSPELS. 

In an address recently delivered at University Hall, Dr. 
Martineau (according to a newspaper report) selected 
Matthew xxiii. 35 (with its reference to Zacharias the son 
of Barachias) as a passage helping to demonstrate the 
comparatively late date and the untrustworthiness of the 
Gospels. The report runs as follows : 

" Christ inveighs against the Scribes and Pharisees and hypocrites, 
and charges them with the guilt of all«the blood shed from Abel down 
to Zacharias the son of Barachias, ' whom ye slew between the temple 
and the altar/ This last event must have been fresh in recollection ; 
it was the latest crime, the lecturer argued, committed by those who 
were addressed. Now Josephus gives an account of this crime in his 
histories. In the end of the Jewish war, which finished with the de- 
struction of Jerusalem by Titus in the year 70, Zacharias the son of 
Baruch — that is, Barachias— was slain in the temple by a tumultuous 
mob, because he was a moderate man, and was disposed to make terms 
with the Romans. Yet — here was Dr. Martineau's startling conclusion 
— this very crime is mentioned by Jesus, who died, in the year 30, 
thirty-eight years before, as having been committed by those whom 
He was denouncing." 

This report is obviously a mere abstract, and cannot 
be taken to represent the close historical criticism which, 
I have reason to believe, Dr. Martineau laid before his 
audience. But I can hardly be wrong in assuming that 
he offered the identity of the Zacharias of Matthew and 
the Zacharias of Josephus as a premiss of conspicuous 
force. Whether therefore the report, as a whole, does 
justice to Dr. Martineau or not, those who were " startled " 
by his conclusion may be interested to see what there is 
to be said on the other side. 

I have no right, on the authority of an abstract, to con- 
clude that the lecturer propounded his parenthesis — ** that 
is, Barachias " — as a universally acknowledged fact, or as 
a fact which at least deserves universal acknowledgment ; 



392 DR, MARTINEAU AND THE GOSPELS. 

such however is the practical effect prodaced by the 
newspaper report upon its readers. Bat the evidence that 
Zacharias the son of Baruch was the same as Zacharias 
the son of Barachias is not by any means solid enough to 
sustain the edifice Dr. Martineau erects upon it. First of 
all, there is no proof whatever that Baruch and Barachias 
were convertible names. John Lightfoot, it is true, accepts 
their equivalence, but he accepts it without any attempt 
at justification ; his manner of speaking is as curt as Dr. 
Martineau's seems to have been, for in his Exercitations 
on St. Matthew, vol. xi. p. 289 (English translation), we 
find a similarly insinuated parenthesis : ** Zacharias the 
son of Baruch {which is the same thing with Barachias).*' 
But all the evidence that we have is against this some- 
what hasty identification. In the 8eptuagint Version the 
Hebrew Baruch is always transliterated into Bapovx, while 
Bapax^a^ (once, apparently, Bapax^a, 1 Chron. xv. 23) is 
the invariable reproduction of the Hebrew Berechiah (cf. 
1 Chron. vi. 39, 2 Chron. xxviii. 12, Zech. i. 1). In the 
book of Nehemiah the two names Bapovx and Bapaxw 
stand several times for different persons ; the former for 
Baruch the son of Zabbai (iii. 20, x. 6) and Baruch the 
son of Colhozeh (xi. 5) ; and the latter for Berechiah, the 
father of MeshuUam (iii. 30), who helped in rebuilding the 
walls of the holy city. These names are never known to 
be confused. In Josephus also they are quite distinct, 
though he is not content with the transliteration of Baruch, 
but Grecises it into Bapovxo^ ; and in the passage to which 
Dr. Martineau refers, found in the Wars of the Jews iv. 
5. 4, the expression is Zaxapia^ v/09 Bapouxov. Dr. Neu- 
bauer tells me that in rabbinical literature, from 1000 to 
1500 A.D., the names were not considered identical, neither 
are they now convertible among the Jews. That the 
names differ in signification may not go for much; but 
Baruch is Latinised by Gesenius into Bencdictus (blessed). 
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while he translates Berechiah by Cui benedicet vel benedizit 
Jehova, "He whom Jehovah will bless, or has blessed." 
We may fairly therefore refuse to admit the vitally im- 
portant parenthesis of Lightfoot and Dr. Martineau, and 
affirm that Barach is not the same as Barachias ; where- 
upon Dr. Martineau's appeal to Josephus becomes, for us 
at least, very questionable, and his reliance upon it as an 
ancillary proof of the late date and untrustworthiness of 
our Matthew correspondingly unjustifiable. 

But this is not the whole of the case for the defendant. 
According to Matthew's account, Jesus painted the enor- 
mity with heightened colour by reminding the Jews how 
they had slain Zacharias " between the sanctuary (vao^) 
and the altar " ; or, as Luke phrases it, " between the altar 
and the house (of God)." Now the space here referred to 
was in the court reserved exclusively for the priests, and 
was specially sacred, this court being the inmost court of 
all the temple precinct, and reaching up to the steps of 
the sanctuary itself. But Zacharias the son of Baruch 
was, according to Josephus, murdered by two Zealots " in 
the midst of the temple" (eV fiia^ r^ leptS). The spot 
Josephus indicates was, in all probability, the " court of the 
Israelites," separated by a barrier from the "court of the 
priests." Josephus has left us a minute account of the 
temple and its various divisions, and may be relied upon 
to remember the differences between one part and another. 
Whiston (who knew his Josephus), in his note upon this 
passage, declines to " believe that our Josephus, who always 
persists on the peculiar sacredness of the inmost court, and 
of the holy house that was in it, would have omitted so 
material an aggravation of this barbarous murder, as perpe- 
trated in a place so very holy, had that been the true place 
of it." And Whiston' s view is supported by the fact that 
Zacharias the son of Baruch, not being a priest, but only 
a citizen, would naturally have been found, not in the court 
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of the priests, but in that of the Israelites. Farther, Jose- 
phus gives no hint tha*t the Zealots had as yet profaned 
the inmost court ; and when they do profane it several 
months later, he takes care to record the profanity (see 
Wars of the Jews v. 1. 2). All that he says on this occa- 
sion is that ** two of the most audacious (Zealots) fell upon 
and murdered Zacharias in the midst of the temple." And 
from the rest of the account, before and after, we are led 
to think of some part of the temple near to the place 
where Zacharias had just been tried and acquitted by an 
improvised court of seventy of the principal citizens ; and 
judicial assemblies sat in one of the outer courts of the 
temple. The very fact moreover that this murder was 
altogether against the will of these citizen judges, who 
acquitted Zacharias, " as choosing rather to die themselves 
with him than to have his death laid at their doors," — 
would somewhat blunt the edge of Christ's general accusa- 
tion against the Jewish nation. 

But if Zacharias the son of Baruch is for such reasons 
unsuitable to our passage, who was the Zacharias son of 
Barachias therein mentioned ? 

The common explanation is that he was the same as the 
Zacharias son of Jehoiada whose murder is recorded in 
2 Chronicles xxiv. 20. It is an explanation accepted not 
only by the orthodox apologist, but also by critics like 
Schiirer and Holtzmann, who may be regarded as in- 
different to apology. Holtzmann, it is true, mentions the 
hypothesis adopted by Dr. Martineau, but introduces it 
with a depreciatory " wofem nicht," as a hypothesis of 
inferior probability. (See Hand Commentar, i. 265; also 
Schiirer, Jewish People, English translation, ii. i. 309.) I 
cannot see why, in spite of certain difficulties, this explana- 
tion should not be considered rational and credible. It was 
most natural for Christ to have taken, as examples of the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth, the first and last 
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murders recorded within the compass of the Jewish canon, 
according to the conventional order of the books. In the 
strict order of chronology the death of Urijah, recounted 
in Jeremiah xxvi. 20-23, came later; bat in the canon 
the book of Jeremiah stood eleventh and the books of 
Chronicles twentieth, according to the enumeration of 
Jerome "as that customary among the Jews." And, in 
the words of Bchiirer, "According to the order of the 
canon, the assassination related in 2 Chronicles is certainly 
the last." This assassination was viewed in rabbinical 
literature with special abhorrence. The Talmuds both 
of Jerusalem and of Babylon (see Lightfoot xi. 288) 
declare that the blood continued to bubble till Nebuzaradan 
had slain 94,000 priests, old and young, to appease it." 
" They committed seven wickednesses in that day [of the 
murder]. They killed a priest, a prophet, a judge; they 
shed the blood of an innocent man ; they polluted the 
court [of the priests] ; and that day was the sabbath day 
and the day of expiation." In regard to this murder and 
that of Abel, and these alone, there is in the Old Testa- 
ment the same cry for vengeance. "Behold," says God 
in Genesis iv. 10, " the voice of thy brother's blood crieth 
out to Me." " And when [Zechariah] died, he said, The 
Lord look upon it, and require it" (2 Chron. xxiv. 22). Fur- 
thermore it is noticeable, though not of course convincing, 
that when our Lord in Matthew xxiii. 37 (two verses later) 
laments over Jerusalem, " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee," the stonest, the word of specialization, suits the 
case of Zacharias the son of Jehoiada, and not that of 
Zacharias the son of Baruch, who was slain with the sword 
(see Josephus, Wars of the Jews, I.e. ; and as to Zacharias 
son of Jehoiada, Antiqq. ix. 8, 3). 

The following points moreover make in favour of the 
common explanation. (1) Christ says (ver. 34), "Behold, 
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I send unto you prophets," In 2 Chronicles xxiv. 19 we 
read : " Yet He sent prophets to them : . - . but they 
would not give ear. And the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest." And 
in Josephus Antiqq. ix. 8, 3 we are told that " God had 
appointed him to prophesy.'' But Josephus in no way 
suggests that Zacharias the son of Baruch was anything 
more than one of the most eminent of the citizens of 
Jerusalem, who hated wickedness and loved liberty; who 
"was also a rich man, so that by taking him off they 
(the Zealots) did not only hope to seize his effects, but 
also to get rid of a man that had great power to destroy 
them." (2) Zechariah the son of Jehoiada, being a priest, 
was naturally to be found in the court of the priests ; the 
son of Baruch would never have set foot in it. (3) Rab- 
binical literature, so horrified at the murder of the son of 
Jehoiada, has not a word to say about the murder of the 
son of Baruch. 

But how can we account for Berechiah (Barachias) sup- 
planting Jehoiada? Two solutions of the difficulty are 
offered, neither of them, I venture to think, in the least 
degree unreasonable. The one is suggested by the fact 
that sometimes in the Old Testament a man is spoken of 
as the son of his grandfather. This is the case with an- 
other Zechariah, namely, the minor prophet. At the 
beginning of his prophecy he is called " Zechariah the 
son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo," but twice in Ezra 
(v. 1, vi. 14) he is called "Zechariah the son of Iddo." 
We are told that Jehoiada was 130 years old when he 
died ; he might have had a son Berechiah (a name ap- 
parently common in the Zechariah families of the Old 
Testament; there is another Zechariah, the son of Je- 
Berechiah, — LXX., Bapaxiov; Babylonian Talmud, Bere- 
chiah, — Isaiah viii. 2) ; and as Jehoiada lived to so great an 
age, his son Berechiah might have died before him, leaving 
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Zechariah to be popularly, though not invariably, known 
as the son of the surviving head of the family, and to 
be immediately, though not invariably, connected by sub- 
sequent tradition with a name so famous in Israelitish 
history, Jehoiada, the great high priest and king-maker. 
Surely this solution cannot be scouted as a thing in- 
credible. The other solution (which seems to me on the 
whole more probable) is suggested by the paternity of the 
same minor prophet. He was the best known Zechariah, 
and tradition might easily have attached the name of his 
father Berechiah to his less famous namesake, especially 
as Zechariah and Berechiah were names, it would appear, 
not unfrequently associated. And our Lord or his reporter 
might, just as easily and naturally, have followed the 
traditional nomenclature. We are not without evidence 
that, in some quarters, at a very early date, Zechariah 
the son of Jehoiada was believed to have been intended. 
This was the reading, according to Jerome, found in the 
Gospel of the Nazarenes; the Codex Sinaiticus, and at 
least four cursives (three of them lectionaries) omit the 
words viov Bapaxiov, and there is no doubt whatever that 
the true reading of the parallel passage in Luke (xi. 51) is 
simply Zacharias. 

But Dr. Martineau lays great stress on i<f>ov€V(raT€, " ye 
slew " : " it was the latest crime," he adds, *' committed by 
those who were addressed." I do not see why this point 
should be made so much of. There is no emphatic ye in 
the Greek, and the second person is the natural expression 
of solidarity. *' Ye have been (says Christ) a murderous 
nation. Your history, from first to last, is a history of 
murders of righteous men and of prophets. And such, in 
the future, will be the climax of your wickedness, that ye 
will constitute yourselves the rightful heirs to all the ven- 
geance called for by the righteous blood whose shedding 
your Scriptures have recorded." The "ye" in regard to 
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the blood of Zacharias involves nothing like so great a 
strain upon the idea of solidarity as does Christ's idea 
of heirship to the blood of Abel ; and the '' ye " is, after 
all, less appropriate to the murder of Baruch's son by 
two Zealots against the will of priests and people, than 
to the murder of Jehoiada's son by king and princes and 
multitude. 

I shall be reminded, of course, that the proffered solu- 
tions are conjectural. But so also are the placid affirma- 
tions that Baruch is the same as Berechiah, and that the 
murder spoken of was committed thirty-eight years after 
the words are said to have been uttered, and that conse- 
quently Matthew's Gospel, as we have it, is a late and 
untrustworthy composition. As a matter of fact; there are 
conjectures on both sides, and we have to choose between 
them. And while, as I believe, the Zacharias of the 
Chronicles seems to satisfy best the more vital require- 
ments of the case, the conjectures incidental to the estab- 
lishment of this belief are, at least, as reasonable as those 
favoured by Dr. Martineau. 

John Massib. 



BBEVIA. 

Psalms of Solomon. — It is well known that two of the 
psalms in our Psalter have the heading *' To Solomon." These are 
not the only psalms however which have been ascribed to the wise 
king. Not to mention the collection of psalms of Pharisiean origin, 
which in the Greek version bears the title ^oA/^ioi (or ♦aAnJpiov) 
'ZokofiSiVTiys — a title for which the psalmists themselves can hardly 
be held responsible — there appears to be a fragment of an early 
psalm ascribed to Solomon in the First Book of Kings. It was 
Wellhansen who first pointed this out (see Bleek*s Eifdeiiungy ed. 4, 
p. 236), but his restoration may be compared with Klostermann*s, 
in his work on Samuel and Kings in Strack's series of commen- 
taries. The passage may have run thus, 
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" The sun bath Yahveh. set up in heaven ; 
(Bat) he said he would (himself) dwell in darkness ; 
I have built a high mansion for thee, 
A place for thee to dwell in for all ages." 

Lines 2, 3, and 4 are given in 1 Kings viii. 12, 13 as a speech of 
Solomon before his benediction. It needs however no remarkable 
divining power to see that ver. 14 ought to follow ver. 12 ; and 
this suspicion is conRrmed by the fact that the Septuagint gives 
vers. 12, 13 in a more complete form (i.e. with the addition of 
the opening line given above), with an introductory and a closing 
formula after ver. 33 : Tot€ ikaXrj<r€ ^toXofAMV xnrlp tov oIkov^ ws (tw- 
€T€\.€a'€ TOV ot/co8o/x^o'at auTOV, HXiov €a"n)<r€y Iv ovpav<^ Kvpiog, icai ctTre 
TOV KaTOiK€LV €v yvoffxo' OiKoSofirjiTov OLKov fiov, €U7rpeirr] atavrQ, tov xar- 
otKctv €irl KaivoTTfTO^, OvK ISov avrq yeypaimu iirl fiipXlov rrj^ w8rj^ ; 
I have here followed Lucian, who reads conyo-cv for cyvcSpto-ev ; 
but in lines 2, 3, and 4 I have not attempted to emend by the help 
of the Septuagint, feeling with Klostermann that the received text 
yields a finer sense than the Greek version (which at any rate 
itself needs some emendation). In lines 1 and 2 there is a con- 
trast between the sun in his glorious heavenly mansion and the 
Creator who dwelleth in thick clouds. Then in lines 3 and 4 
Solomon exclaims that he has built a lofty house (?9I» i" *^e sense 
of "height"; Septuagint's €v7rp€irrj reminds us of €k tvjs 80^79 in Ps. 
xlviii. 14, Septuagint) for Yahveh, that men may no longer worship 
the sun instead of its Maker, — a house eternal as those heavens in 
which the sun is fixed (cf. Ps. Ixxviii. 69a). Katyonyros implies 
that D^P/W was misread D^P^^^ (the opposite of the mistake in 
Ps. Ixxxix. 8, Isa. liv. 4, Septuagint), and tt}^ <p8^s="'^K'n for '^^\i^ 
(see Variorum Bible on Josh. x. 13). 

This discovery would be of great importance, could it be shown 
that the passage had supplied a theme or motive to any passage of 
our canonical psalms. More than one writer have speculated as to 
the existence of Davidic fragments incorporated (with or without 
modification) in existing psalms. How precious this Solomonic 
fragment would be, if it agreed in some striking points with any 
part of Psalms Ixxii. and cxxvii. ! Alas ! it does not. One may 
even, if it be worth while, argue from the transparent falseness of 
the title of Psalm cxxvii. (which implies, as it would seem, that 
the psalm was uttered by Solomon at the building of the temple) 
to the incorrectness of the tradition in 1 Kings. May not the 
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editor of the " Book of the Upright " have been mistaken ? Still 
I would rather believe that the fragment is Solomonic, jnst as I 
cling to the reasonable belief that David himself also composed 
religious songs — if not those in which Delitzsch still believes, then 
some others which " tradition, Timers suspected register,*' has 
failed to hand down to us. 

Isaiah Hi. 15. — After a full discussion of the difficult word 
nj! (A. v., he shall sprinkle), which the present writer felt obliged 
to leave untranslated in his own version of Isaiah, Professor 
Moore, of And over Theological Seminary, comes to the conclusion. 
that ^^IT, shall be much moved, should probably be restored. 
Comp. Deuteronomy ii. 25, Isaiah Ixiv. 1 ; in both instances com- 
motion caused by what the peoples hear of Israel. The closest 
.parallel is Jeremiah xxxiii. 9. Obviously the standard MS. of 
Isaiah was illegible at this point; the question is, how best to 
heal the corruption ? Professor Moore disregards tradition alto- 
gether, and rightly, nor does he claim even the authority of the 
Septuagint, whose Oavfxda-ovrai may very well be a mere guess. 

Job V. 21. — Some difficulty has been felt by students of the 
Book of Job in the sudden disappearance of the Satan from the 
machinery of the poem, and the non-mention of him in the 
speeches. Professor G. Hoffmann thinks he has restored a half- 
effaced reference to the Satan in Job v. 21 (Phon. InsehrifteHy 
p. 53 ; Hioby p. 42). He renders the passage thus, " If the 
Slanderer (6 Sta^oXos) go to and fro, thou remainest hidden ; thou 
hast naught to fear, if a demon cometh," with the gloss, " the 
demon of sickness," see Psalm xci. 6. This involves reading V^ 
for JKn'pp in the first stichos, and ^^ for ^*^K^ in the second. Bat 
the first part of the received text is supported by fidtm( yXoKr<nys, 
Ecclesiasticus xxvi. 6, and the second by Proverbs iii. 25. If "IIT 
be correct, we seem to catch the accents of later superstition. It 
is the Targum, not the psalmist, who introduces the shedifn into 
the beautiful eulogy of faith (Ps. xci.). Nor does ^^ occur any- 
where in the Massoretic text. 

T. K. Chetxk. 



IS THE APOSTOLIC LITUBGY QUOTED BY 

ST. PAUL? 

The extant liturgies of the Church catholic are very 
numerous, and are preserved in many languages ; yet may 
they all be collected and arranged in a few groups. Such 
groups are families, within which the members are united 
by the common possession of features derived from one 
parent type. But even the parents were originally related. 
Although the families are now very different in outward 
form, yet is it soon discovered by the attentive observer 
that they have all proceeded from some normal stock. 
The differences are not marks of distinct origin, but are the 
results of adaptation to local needs, in the use made by 
different revisers of the one common liturgical heritage. 
This common stock, which was the prototype of every 
extant liturgical form, we designate the apostolic liturgy. 
We cannot summarize its contents, but it must have con- 
tained whatsoever is common to the extant liturgies both 
of form and of expression. We cannot speak dogmatically 
of the age of these several common features, except to 
assert that they must have been accepted generally, not 
only before Christendom was rent by schisms, but even in 
the earliest days of the planting of the chief national 
Churches. History records no time when Antioch and 
Alexandria, Eome and Edessa, may have met to decide the 
form and order of their common celebration of the holy 
mysteries. The resemblances between the liturgies of these 
chief centres, in the essential features, must certainly be 
attributed to the labours of apostolic men, if not of the 
VOL. III. ^''' 26 
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Apostles themselves. They were imposed by the recognised 
authority of those who delivered the decrees and traditions 
to the first converts, and ordained the primitive elders. 

Is that apostolic liturgy quoted in the New Testament ? 
To such a question a complete answer cannot be given, 
because the apostolic liturgy is not before us in its entirety. 
While much has been added to the primitive form in the 
ejctant liturgies, it is also undeniable that much may have 
perished. There are many apparent quotations in the 
apostolic epistles which cannot be identified. They may 
be from liturgical forms not now extant. We know from 
Ephesians v. 19 that Christian hymns were already in use 
at that early date. From such canticles the passage in 
1 Timothy vi. 15, 16^ appears to be quoted. 1 Timothy 
iii. 16 ^ reads like part of some profession of faith ; still 
more does 1 Corinthians xv. 3 ^ resemble the form of a 
primitive creed. 

But, further, it must be allowed that the resemblances 
between passages in the extant primitive liturgies and 
in the apostolic epistles are numerous and striking. To 
give examples. The Epistle to the Hebrews was perhaps 
addressed to those Christians for whom the Liturgy of St. 
James was primarily intended : certainly in x. 19, 20 * the 
author expressed himself in language which coincides in 
thought and even in terms with some phrases in the 
" Prayer of the Veil.'* Again, the ** Prayer of the Obla* 
tion '* in the same liturgy, and the passage from the Epistle 
to Titus (iii. 6, 6) ^ have remarkable affinities ; while the 
liturgical word^, "passing by and blotting out the hand- 
vrating that is against us. Thy suppliants," at once call 

* *• The blessed aud only Potentate, the King of kings," etc. 
^ " God was manifest in the flesh," etc. 

^ •* Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures," etc. 

* " Boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way, which He hath consecrated for us." 

A •* Kot by works of righteousness which we have done,'' etc. 
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to mind a similar passage in Colossians ii. 14. In the 
primitive Liturgy of St. Marky one of the earlier prayers 
is very much like that remarkable passage in 1 Timothy 
ii. 1,^ wherein St. Paul, in the manner of a "bidding 
prayer," gives direction how prayer should be made. 

An obvious explanation of what has been observed is, 
that the compilers of the liturgies have quoted the apostolic 
writings ; but many of these apparent quotations are prob- 
ably echoes of teaching received from the Apostles or their 
immediate successors. Citations from the Old Testament 
there certainly are ; it is not denied that there may be 
also quotations from the New Testament; yet much was 
derived from tradition rather than directly from written 
documents. Many and independent indications of an- 
tiquity suggest that the oldest portions of the primitive 
liturgies were in use at a period so early that some of the 
books of the New Testament were not yet in general cir- 
culation, even if already written. 

But there is one liturgical passage which surpasses in 
interest any of those yet named, and indeed all others of 
the same class. In the Liturgy of St. James, which is the 
norm of one of the most numerous groups, or families, there 
are words which have been pointed to as the source of the 
quotation made by St. Paul in 1 Corinthians ii. 9: "But 
as it is written. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him." This view was 
unhesitatingly maintained by the late Dr. Littledale, who, 
with his colleague Dr. Neale, rendered such excellent ser- 
vice to Englishmen who are interested in catholic anti-^ 
quities.^ If this opinion can be accepted, it will not indeed 

^ *' I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers,'* etc. 

' The early liturgies were the daily study of Dr. Neale for many years* He 
could repeat nearly all the text hy heart. The opinions of such students cer- 
tainly deserve respectful consideration. 
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follow that the whole office now extant as the Liturgy of 
St. James was composed before a.d. 60, bat it will be 
strong evidence that the central parts of this office were 
in existence in St. Panrs days. Some prayers, and many 
expressions^ hare been added to the office in subsequent 
revisions ; bat it will not be denied that the liturgy in its 
essential features has come down to us in its integrity 
from very early times. If then St. Paul quoted from the 
body of the work, in writing to the Corinthians, the 
Liturgy of St. James was known, and had been committed 
to writing, in the first half of the first century. 

But here it must be pointed out (and this has to some 
extent escaped observation) that the Liturgy of St. Mark 
might claim equal antiquity on the same grounds. In that 
office also the words are found, but not in the same context. 
They are in the anaphora in each office; but in the 
Liturgy of St. James they are in the oblation which follows 
the consecration of the cup, whereas in the Alexaudrian 
office they are introduced into the prayer which follows 
the reading of the diptychs. They cannot be original in 
both liturgies, and it must be confessed that the passage 
in which they occur in St. Mark does not bear such distinct 
marks of originality as that in which they are found in St. 
James : hence it has been argued that they were quoted 
from the latter liturgy by some reviser of the former. Still 
of this there is no proof, and more reasonable is it to sup- 
pose that they were part of the words of that apostolic 
liturgy which was the parent of the several extant families. 
Whoever was the author of this poetical passage, its pre* 
dervation was insured by the beauty and rhythm of the 
phraseology ; and this also secured it a place both in the 
Jerusalem and Alexandrian offices, although in a different 
connexion in each. In the Syriac St. James however the 
words are not found. The significance of the omission 
cannot be fully estimated until the true relation of the last 
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named office to the Greek St. James has been determined. 
It is not the relation of original and version ; rather would 
it seem that the Greek and Syriac offices represent two 
adaptations in two different languages of the primitive 
liturgy, which was originally compiled in the vernacular of 
Palestine, a dialect related indeed to the cognate Syriac, 
but not identical with it. We learn from Acts vi. that 
Christians were found amongst the Hellenists at a very 
early period ; therefore a Greek liturgy must have come 
into use almost contemporaneously with that designed for 
the Hebrew Christians. Now if the later revisers of the 
extant St. Mark and Greek St. James did not quote from 
St. Paul, then it is certainly possible, at all events arguable, 
that St. Paul quoted from that primitive Greek liturgy 
whence were derived the present forms of the St. Mark and 
Greek St. Jam^s. 

The passage in 1 Corinthians reads thus : /iXXa, Kaffo)^ 
fyiypairraL' *i4 6(f>0aXfM><; oufc eZSe, xal ov<; ovk ffKovae^ koX eirX 
Kaphiav avdpdmov ovk dyifirj, a [v.l. oaa] ^Toifiaaev 6 0€O9 
T0A9 dyaTrSxTLv avrov. The introductory formula certainly 
suggests a biblical source. The term jiypairTaL has bor- 
rowed a technical sense from its related noun. As ypat^ai 
has become practically limited to the hook, so has this par- 
ticular tense of the verb come to be almost exclusively used 
in quotations from Sacred Writ. This general remark is 
true of the gospels and the epistles alike, bat it will suffice 
now to limit observation to the usus . loquendi of St. Paul. 
About this no doubt can be entertained. 

1. In some thirty places where a citation is made, which 
is certainly from the Old Testament, and usually verbatim, 
such quotation is introduced by ySrypairTut, with or without 
Kadw. That other quotations from the Old Testament are 
differently introduced has no bearing on the inquiry. 

2. No one of the non-scriptural quotations in the Pauline 
writings is introduced in this way. For example, in Titus 
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i. 12 the words of the Cretan poet are not introdnced by 
*ye>fpa'irrai, but by cIttc Tt9 €f ainwv Ihio^ avr&v 'n'po^Tq<i, 

3. With the exception of the place in question, there is 
only one passage (1 Cor. iv. 6) where yeypairrai is not used 
with obvious reference to Scripture. The words are, iva 
iv fjfilv fid0i]T€ TO firj virep o tyeypaTTTat <f>pov€lv. But any 
allusion to secular, or even ecclesiastical, writings is improb- 
able. We must (with Theophylact) understand a reference 
to the sentiments already committed to vnriting by St. Paul 
about divisions ; or (with Bengel) to the general teaching 
of the Bible. In either case the passage will hardly be an 
exception to the Pauline icsus of yeypairrai. 

4. It is also to be observed that, amongst the quotations 
from the Old Testament introduced by yiypairrai, some are 
not literal citations of the extant Septuagint text. Take, 
for example, Bomans xii. 19, yiypairrac yap' ^Efwl iKSlxTjai^' 
iyo) avTaTToSaxro), \iyec Kvpio<;, which appears to be a refer- 
ence to Deuteronomy xxxii. 35, where however the Septua- 
gint is iv ^P'ipa ifcSLKi]<T€Oi>^ avTairoBcoa-o), 

5. Again, in 1 Corinthians xiv. 21 ("In the law it is 
written, 'With men of other tongues and other lips' . . .") 
we may see that St. Paul would even unite a text from 
Deuteronomy xxviii. 49 with another in Isaiah xxviii. 11, 
12, and yet under the common title of ** written in the 
law*': unless indeed we suppose, in spite of the kv tc3 
vofiq), that the reference is wholly to Isaiah's words; for 
the resemblance is greater to those than to anything in 
Deuteronomy. 

From these facts it would be reasonable to infer that the 
yey pairrai in 1 Corinthians ii. 9 introduces a quotation from 
Isaiah of words which are near enough to satisfy the con- 
ditions of the Pauline usus citandi; but on behalf of the 
liturgical origin of the passage, it has been declared that 
this quotation, ** when tested by the Septuagint, proves to 
have only a superficial resemblance to it." 
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The supposed original in Isaiah Ixiv. 4 reads as follows : 

Atrb Tov al&vo^ ovk fjicovaafMev, ovSe oi 6(l>0a\fiol rifi&v elSov 
[v.L lBov, cod. A] Seov ifKrjv aov [A om. a pr. m. ©eov ttXiJi' 
crou], Koi Tci epya <tou, h iroirja-ei^ to?? virofiivovaLV eXeov, 
Also we have at Ixv. 16 the words, iirtXriaovrab yap rrjy 
OXlyjnv Trjv TrpmrrjVy koI ovk dva^i]<T€Tat avT&v eirl ttjv 
feapSiav, If St. Paul quoted from the Bible, it is almost 
certain that he employed the Septuagint. He was writing 
to the Greek-speaking Corinthians ; and although for a 
special purpose he might have used a literal version of the 
Hebrew, this is not found to be the case here. At Isaiah 
Ixiv. 4 the Hebrew, according to the Massoretic text, is : 
"And from old time they have not heard, they have not 
perceived with the ear, eye hath not seen, a God beside 
Thee, (who) acteth on behalf of him that waiteth for 
Him." The Vulgate changes the person: ''Deus absque 
te, qu89 prseparasti expectantibus Te*' ; so the Peshitto — 
both have been corrupted by the Septuagint. As regards 
Isaiah Ixv. 16 there is nothing in the Hebrew which would 
be the original of the ava^rjaerai eirl ttjv KapBiav; but in 
ver. 17 such Hebrew is found, where the Septuagint has 
ov firj iirekdrj avr&v iirl ttjv KapBiav. 

One solution of the difficulties connected with the form 
of the Pauline quotation would be to suppose that the 
Apostle quotes from some type of text other than either the 
original Hebrew or the Septuagint, in fact, from an Ara- 
maic version, or even recension, a text of Isaiah such as 
probably our Lord read from in the synagogue at Nazareth. 
This view is not indeed to be rejected summarily. There 
are not wanting indications that a recension of the Hebrew, 
in many respects divergent from the Massoretic text, was 
in use in Palestine in the first century. A trace is found 
in the remarkable citation from Micah in St. Matthew ii. 6, 
where the prophet's words are given by the evangeUst in a 
form different from either the Hebrew or the Septuagint of 
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Micah. This recenBion may even have been extant in a 
kind of targum in Aramaized Hebrew ; but since we must 
at present confess almost complete ignorance of the text, 
of the extent^ and of the circulation of the earliest Jewish 
targums, we can derive no assistance from that quarter 
towards the solution of the question before us. 

If we look in another direction, it is interesting and 
significant to observe that none of the Fathers even hint 
that St. Paul quoted from a liturgical source, although the 
suggestion is made that the Apostle cited an apocryphal 
work, or some lost part of Holy Writ. But often the 
Fathers introduce the words among other texts without 
special remark. Chrysostom notices that the citation cor- 
responds in sentiment with Isaiah lii. 15.^ 

The supposition that the passage was original in the 
primitive and apostolic liturgy would require the admission 
that, even in the days of St. Paul, the liturgy had been 
committed to writing. TeypairTai must imply a written 
source. But no evidence has yet been produced to show 
that there were written liturgies in the first century. The 
words appear in the liturgies of St, Mark and Greek St. 
James, in all respects in the same way as do other quo- 
tations from the Bible. There is no difficulty in the 
supposition that the compilers quoted St. Paul : the con- 
trary opinion involves many difficulties, and demands the 
assumption of positions not yet established. A third sup- 
position, that the compilers and St. Paul both quoted 
Isaiah, and adapted his words in the same fashion, is 
clearly incredible. 

On a review of the several arguments, we conclude tBat 

^ See, e.g.t Jerome, Ad Pamniachium (de opt. gen. inter.) ; Chrysostom, On tks 
Corinthians f I.e.; Clement (Alex.), Quis Dives ml. xxiii., et sape; Cyril (Jer.), 
Catech. vi. 6 ; Origen ap, Tischend. iV.T., l.c , and In lerem. xviii. ; Hegesippus 
ap. Itouthy Bell. Sacc. i. 219 ; Clement (Rom.), Ad Cor. i. 34, ed. Wotton, p. 144 
and n. : and cf. Poll Sijnop. Critt. v. 351. 
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there is no evidence to justify our attributing the quotation 
in 1 Corinthians ii. 9 to any other source than the Old 
Testament. It is taken primarily from Isaiah Ixiv. 4, but 
with a reminiscence of Ixv. 16 — two Septuagintal texts 
combined and adapted in the manner freely employed by 
the writers of the New Testament. The quotation is not 
made to establish a doctrine, but only for illustration. The 
apostle asserts that his words are in harmony with ancient 
utterances recorded in Holy Writ ; and an allusion to two 
passages, each being part of a context which speaks of 
the coming blessedness that is to succeed the departing 
tribulation, is enough for his purpose. The phraseology is 
varied, but the meaning agrees with the sentiments of 
the prophet whom the Church has always known as the 
son of Amoz, but who is to the higher criticism only a 
vague and shadowy being, the ** Great Unnamed." 

It follows therefore that in the Greek St. James the 
words which are also found in 1 Corinthians ii. 9 are quoted 
from St. Paul ; and if the most decisive of the supposed 
quotations turns out after all to be not derived from a litur- 
gical source, it would be unreasonable to construct a theory 
of the antiquity of the primitive rites by the evidence of 
the other resemblances which have been already pointed 
out ; for it would be difficult to refute the contention that 
they are quotations from New Testament writings made 
like others which are indubitably taken from the Old. And 
yet, as before suggested, the apostolic phrases and senti- 
ments in the oldest parts of the earliest liturgies may be 
more directly derived than even by literal quotation from 
written documents. Where historical evidence fails, inter- 
nal evidence will necessarily influence the conclusion. No 
Eitualist will imagine that the primitive rites need facti- 
tious arguments and unsupported assertions to enhance their 
claims as the earliest forms of Divine service. Bitualists 
will agree that, though St. Paul did not quote from one 
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of them in writing to the Corinthians, they still declare 
their antiquity by unimpeachable credentials. The arrange- 
ment, the sentiments, still more the very phraseology, all 
which are the common heritage of different Churches, can 
only have had their origin in the days of a. Christendom 
which was still united both by adherence to a common 
faith and also by that constant intercommunion which 
ceased to be practicable when the territory of Christendom 
was extended. Eubrical directions which have long grown 
obsolete are the productions of a far off age. The prayers, 
which often allude to conditions only found in the earliest 
timies of Christianity, are replete with thoughts and phrases 
that breathe the very spirit of the Apostles themselves. 
But to maintain the antiquity of a particular office, on 
the ground of a supposed quotation from it in an epistle 
which is admitted to be a genuine writing of the first 
century, is to support a true position by an untenable 
argument. 

G. H. GWILLIAM. 
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V. New Hypotheses {continued). 

We have as yet done little more than cross the threshold 
of the treasure-house into which we are conducted by Dr. 
Eesch. Something has been said very inadequately of his 
attempt, which runs parallel to Prof. Marshall's, to get 
back to an Aramaic original lying behind the various Greek 
versions of evangelical sayings current in the early cen- 
turies. This however, though of course an important 
feature in his book, is hardly that which is most distinctive 
about it. Mr. Marshall operates chiefly with the canonical 
text ; it is characteristic of Dr. Eesch that he takes a 
wider range. His present work, it must be remembered, is 
only an instalment. It is to be followed by another, deal- 
ing in like manner with extra-canonical sayings.^ When 
the two books are complete, they will form an enormous 
repertory of sayings rightly or wrongly attributed to Christ. 
It is not surprising that these researches should have 
occupied, as we are told, five and twenty years. We are 
reminded in some measure of the thirty years spent by 
the Cambridge editors over the monumental work which 
appeared about the same time as the Eevised Version of 
the New Testament. Dr. Eesch too has a most substantial 
result to show for his labours. They bear the marks of 
prolonged study, as well as of diligence in collecting. The 
work which he now offers to -the world, although it has 
evidently grown under his hand, is thoroughly digested 
work. Unlike much which issues from the German press, 
it is arranged with admirable clearness and method. The 

* The title which it is to bear is Extra-canonical Parallels to the Gospels, 
See the *' Selbstanzeige " in Theol, Literaturhlatt, 1889, col. 369 ff. 
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passages are brought together in sach a way that I shotild 
expect the book to be of considerable use even to a reader 
who was not acquainted with German. New devices of 
printing are tried — perhaps to an excess — in the shape of 
different kinds of underlining, the object of which is to 
enable the reader to catch the salient points more readily. 
And the notes on the collected passages present combina- 
tions which, although often, as I cannot but think, question- 
able, are also not seldom such as could only come from 
prolonged- study in view of a dominant idea. The idea is 
naturally at times too dominant, and the author too san- 
guine as to the correctness of his own results ; but that is 
only one aspect of the enthusiasm which has carried him 
through a task which must have been wearisome in pro- 
portion to its magnitude. 

I will endeavour to state summarily the conclusions at 
which Dr. Besch arrives ; I will then quote a few of what 
seem to me characteristic specimens of his method and of 
the kind of evidence which he adduces ; and, lastly, I will 
give some account of the work which I mentioned at the 
outset of these papers by a younger scholar, Bousset, who 
has applied principles similar to those of Dr. Besch to the 
examination in particular of the writings of Justin Martyr. 

We have seen that Dr. Besch starts from the " Two- 
Document " hypothesis. He too believes in the Pe trine 
Memoirs and the MatthaBan Logia. With the former of 
these two documents he does not deal directly. He gives 
it however to be understood that he does not regard it as 
identical with our present St. Mark. He takes that indeed 
to be the oldest of the canonical Gospels, but he treats it 
as, at the same time, a composite work made up from the 
Logia as well as the Petrine Notes ; and he is prepared 
to go further than even Dr. Weiss himself in the extent 
to which he believes that the substance of the Logia has 
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entered into the composition of the Gospel. The wider 
question he does not pursue beyond this point. The 
main object of his book is to contribute to the history of 
the Logia. 

This work of the Apostle St. Matthew is of course 
regarded as having been originally written in Hebrew. The 
Hebrew text however, as Papias says, found many trans- 
lators. These different versions circulated to a greater or 
less extent ; and although it was only natural that those 
adopted in our canonical Gospels should hold the field, 
still the others were not entirely suppressed. Traces of 
these, Dr. Besch thinks, may be found in the New Testa- 
ment itself. To no less than thirty-eight distinct sayings 
he finds parallels or allusions in St. Paul, to seven in St. 
Peter, five in St. James, seven in the Apocalypse, and three 
in the Acts.^ I imagine that this is in all probability the 
most doubtful portion of the book ; and the lists will in 
any case need considerable reduction. Passing on to the 
patristic literature, we come to that vast collection of 
material which has been already mentioned. As to the 
history of these quotations and allusions Dr. Besch observes 
greater caution. He will not say that they are all taken 
directly from the original Logia ; but I gather that he is 
prepared to afiirm this direct dependence of the final editor 
of the Apostolic Constitutions , whom he identifies with the 
editor of the forged Ignatian Letters ; and he also believes 
it to be probable in the case of some of the earliest Chris- 
tian writings ; in other works and in the various readings 
of certain authorities, notably Codex Bezae, he sees at least 
the influence of the oldest form of the Logia. 

Before going on to this second and, on the whole, 
weightier part of Dr. Besch's researches, let me first give 
an example or two of the part relating specially to St. PauL 
One of the strongest arguments in favour of St. Paul's use 

' These are his own estimation in Theol. Literatuihlatt^ 1889, col. 871. 
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of a written Gospel seems to me to be that which turns on 
1 Corinthians xi. 18, 19. In speaking of the disorders at 
the agapcB, St. Paul says : ** I hear that there are divisions 
{ax^o-fj'aTa) among you ; and in part I believe it. For there 
must be also factions (heresies, alpea-ei^) among you, that 
they which are approved may be made manifest among 
you.'* Why must there be these a^^o-fJi^ara ojiA alpiaei^? 
Dr. Besch would say because of a distinct prediction to 
that effect by the Lord. He quotes four patristic parallels, 
of which two expressly and the third perhaps probably, 
refer to such a prediction. The first is from Justin, 
Against Trypho, c. xxxv. : ** For He said. Many shall come 
in My name, clad without in sheep-skins, but within they 
are ravening wolves ;' and, There shall be axio-fJi'dTa xal 
alpeacL^'' The next is from a work of which Dr. Besch, 
for the first time, makes considerable use — the so called 
Didascalia, published by Bunsen in the A^ialecta Ante- 
Nic(ena, with a reconstruction of the original Greek by 
De Lagarde. This work, which dates from the latter half 
of the third century, has, ** as, also our Lord and Saviour 
said. There shall be heresies and schisms." And further, a 
quotation in the Clementine Homiliea contains at least one, 
if not both, of these words : ** For there shall be, as the 
Lord said, false apostles, false prophets, alpiacL^;, <l>L\apxUii.*' 
Dr. Besch recognises axio-f^ara behind t^iKapxidi. He 
thinks that they are only different renderings of the same 
word in Aramaic. In any case, I think it is proved that 
the saying was current as a saying of Christ, and also 
that it was referred to by St. Paul. The points for which 
the proof would be less cogent would be (1) that it came 
from a written Gospel; (2) that that Gospel was the 
Logia, or one of the foundation documents of our present 
Gospels. 

For another of these floating sayings, " Whereinsoever I 
shall find you, therein will I judge you/* Dr* Besch quotes 
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sixteen examples from the most varied sources. And one 
of these, it is true, Justin, Against Trypho, c. xlvii., ex- 
pressly attributes it to our Lord. But the Vita S. Antonii, 
(at the end of the fourth century) as expressly refers it to 
the prophet Ezekiel; and Elias Cretensis (in the eighth 
century) also quotes it as spoken by one of the prophets. 
I therefore think it more probable that it was taken ori- 
ginally from some apocryphal work which bore the name 
of Ezekiel, and that Justin refers it to Christ by a slip of 
memory, aided by the tendency which was already in 
force to give a specifically Christian interpretation to all 
parts alike of the Old Testament. But in any case it seems 
to me forced to find, as Dr. Eesch does, any reference to the 
saying in St. Paul — either in 1 Thessalonians v. 4 or in 
Philippians iii. 12, where the only possible connexion lies 
through the single word KaraXajSetv. Here and elsewhere 
Dr. Eesch has found mystical meanings and references in 
St. Paul that I cannot believe to be tenable. 

Widest spread of all the traditional sayings ascribed to 
our Lord is that well known one. Show yourselves ap- 
proved money-changers {ylveade Tpaire^iTac SoKifMoi), On 
this Dr. Besch has surpassed himself. He has collected 
no less than sixty-nine examples of its occurrence in 
patristic ^writings : and these examples are classified in 
such a way as to represent with great clearness what he 
conceives to have been the history of the saying. 

The patristic applications of it bring out clearly the 
sense in which it was understood by the early Church. 
It was not taken as having any connexion with the parable 
of the talents; the idea attached to it is not that of 
banking, or the payment of interest upon capital, but 
simply that of money-changing and the testing of coin 
as bad or good. There is thus a natural point of con- 
tact with a passage like 1 Thessalonians v. 21, 22, " Prove 
all things ; hold fast that which is good ; abstain from 
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every appearance or form of evil'* {airo Travro? eiBov^^ 
irovTfpov airex^aOe) ; and this, or language equivalent to it, 
is constantly quoted in connexion with yiveade rpaire^irai 
So/cifioL, Dr. Besch thinks that they were originally a 
single saying, spoken by our Lord Himself in Aramaic, 
and that St. Paul is quoting the latter part of the saying ; 
while other divergent forms of it are due to varieties of 
rendering from the Hebrew. The proof of this series of 
propositions I confess seems to me imperfect. It is true 
that the sayings are combined, not quite certainly by 
Clement of Alexandria, but clearly by Pamphilus in his 
Apology for Origen, by Cyril of Jerusalem, several times 
by St. Basil, and in the homily on St. Matthew attributed 
to St. Athanasias; but in the two places quoted from 
Origen there is a distinct though slight break between the 
sayings. It is true also that the saying, " Show your- 
selves approved money-changers,'* is referred expressly 
to our Lord, if not by Origen, yet by the Clementine 
Homilies, the anonymous Vita S. SyncleticcB, Jerome, and 
Socrates ; but there is no clear proof that it came from 
the Logia, and no direct evidence that the Pauline 
phrases had the same origin. It seems to me quite as 
probable that this language of St. Paul was used by some 
early writer to explain the other saying ; and that the 
two came to adhere together, and were quoted by later 
writers as a single saying. The early writer in question 
may have been either Clement or Origen. But the force 
of association is very strong : when two passages fit to- 
gether so easily and naturally as these do, a little impulse 
only would be required to fuse them in common speech. 
There is one important factor on the whole of this 

^ Dr. Besch qaotes from HesjchiaB {elSos votiiatMroi) in proof that elSoc 
meant specially "a kind of coin." The Latin rendering is ipecies^ from 
^hich we get our " specie '* ; but . I am not sure that the process by which 
this use is arrived at is really parallel. i 
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group of questions which I do not think that Dr. Eesch 
has borne suflBciently in mind ; that is, the influence which 
one writer exercised upon another, and the extent to which 
some particular form of quotation may have been simply 
passed on from hand to hand. It will not be necessary 
to remind the reader to what an extent the ancients 
were in the habit of writing out the words of their pre- 
decessors with acknowledgment or, far more often, with- 
out it. This applies in particular to the repeating of the 
same quotations. 

I have in my mind an instance where this practice of 
theirs is of considerable importance. One of the most 
marked among the early quotations from the Gospels is 
a passage in the epistle of Clement of Bome to the 
Corinthians, which appears to be taken from the Sermon 
on the Mount. I am glad now, on looking back to my 
book, The Gospels in the Second Century, p. 62 ff., to see 
that I treated this passage with a good deal of reserve. 
Perhaps I may be allowed to quote the whole of this 
discussion, defective as it is in one important particular, 
partly because I think it will appear that the caution 
which I then observed has been justified, and partly as 
an example of the way in which the bringing in of new 
evidence is apt to alter the balance of reasoning. The 
passage discussed is also in more ways than one typical. 



Matt. v. 7 ; vi. 14 ; vii. Clem. Kom., ^d Cor,, Luke vi. 36, 37, 31, 
12, 2. c. xiii. 38, 37, 38. 
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the Lord Jesus which 
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pitiful : for they shall be pitied : f ul, etc. 
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" We are to determine whether this quotation was taken from the 
canonical Gospels. Let us try to balance the arguments on both 
sides as fairly as possible. Dr. Lightfoot writes in his note upon the 
passage as follows : * As Clement's quotations are often very loose, 
we need not go beyond the canonical Gospels for the source of this 
passage. The resemblance to the original is much closer here than it 
is, for instance, in his account of Bahab above, § 12. The hypothesis 
therefore that Clement derived the saying from oral tradition, or from 
some lost Grospel, is not needed.' (I) No doubt it is true that Clement 
does often quote loosely. The difference of language, taking the 
parallel clauses one by one, is not greater than would be found in 
many of his quotations from the Old Testament. (2) Supposing that 
the order of St. Luke is followed, there will be no greater dislocation 
than, e.<7., in the quotation from Deuteronomy ix. 12-14 and Exodus 
xxxiL (7, 8), 11, 31, 32, in c. liii ; and the backward order of the quota- 
tion would have a parallel in Clein. Horn, xvL 13, where the verses 
Deuteronomy xiii. 1-3, 5, 9 are quoted in the order Deuteronomy xiiL 
1-3, 9, 5, 3, and elsewhere. The composition of a passage from 
different places in the same book, or more often from places in 
different books, such as would be the case if Clement v^ following 
Matthew, frequently occurs in his quotations from the Old Testament. 
(3) We have no positive evidence of the presence of this passage in 
any non-extant Gospel. (4) Arguments from the manner of quoting 
the Old Testament to the manner of quoting the New must always be 
to a certain extent a fortiori, for it is undeniable that the New Testa- 
ment did not as yet stand upon the same footing of respect and 
authority as the Old, and the scarcity of MSS. must have made it less 
accessible. In the case of converts from Judaism, the Old Testament 
would have been largely committed to [memory in youth, while the 
knowledge of the New would be only recently acquired. These con- 
siderations seem to favour the hypothesis that Clement is quoting from 
our Gospels. 

" But, on the other hand, it may be urged, (1) That the parallel adduced 
by Dr. Lightfoot, the story of Bahab, is not quite in point, because it 
is narrative, and narrative, both in Clement and the other writers of his 
time, is dealt with more freely than discourse. (2) The passage before 
us is also of greater length than is usual in Clement's free quotations. 
I doubt whether as long a piece of discourse can be found treated with 
equal freedom, unless it is the two doubtful cases in c. viii. and c. xxix. 
(3) It will not fail to be noticed that the passage, as it stands in 
Clement, has a roundness, a compactness, a balance of style, which 
give it an individual and independent appearance. 

" Fusions effected by an unconscious process of thought are, it is true, 
sometimes marked by this completeness ; still there is a difficulty in 



420 A SURVEY OF THE SYNOPTIC QUESTION. 

supposing tlie terse antitheses of the Clementine version to be derived 
from the fuller, but more lax and disconnected, sayings in our Gospels. 
(4) It is noticed in Supernatural Religion that the particular phrase 
XPi€rT€V€<rB€ has at least a partial parallel in Justin (yivftrBt xpl^''^*^ *°* 
olicrlpfkov€s)f though it has none in the canonical Gospels. This may 
seem to point to a documentary source no longer extant. 

" Doubtless light would be thrown upon the question if we only knew 
what was the common original of the two Synoptic texts. How do they 
come to be so like and yet so different as they are ? How do they come 
to be so strangely broken up ? ' etc. 

The omission in this argument is that it failed to take 
account of the patristic parallels. Dr. Lightfoot noticed 
one of these in his first edition only to dismiss it. In his 
recent edition he adds three more references. His present 
note runs thus : 

" Polycarp, indeed (Phil. 2), in much the same words, quotes our Lord 
as saying dc^urf , Kal dcfxBfjafTM vplif : fXf circ, tva ekerjOrJTt ; but it can hardly 
be doubted, from his manner of introducing the quotation (funrffAov€voitrtt 
Jy €Ln€v 6 Kvpios didda-Kwp), that he had this passage of Clement in his 
mind, and does not quote iudef>endently. See also Clem. Ales. Strom, 
ii. 18 (p. 476) cXcarc, (firia-iv 6 Kvputs, jc.r.X., where it is quoted almost 
exactly as here, except that eV avr^ is omitted. He betrays no mis- 
giving that he is not quoting directly from the Gospel, when evidently 
he has taken the words from his namesake the Roman Clement. Comp. 
Apost. Const ii. 21 ; Ps.-Ign., Trail 8." 

Dr. Besch quotes eight examples of the whole or part 
of the passage. He does not refer at all to the possibility 
that the later writers may be copying the earlier, but he 
assumes that all are quoting from a lost text. I confess that 
in the main I believe him to be right. It is true that the 
coincidence of phrase with which Polycarp introduces the 
quotation raises a suspicion that the Boman Clement exer- 
cised an influence upon him. It is true also that the 
Alexandrine Clement was very familiar with the epistle 
of his Eoman namesake, and makes free use of it; and 
further, it is true that in one place the citation of his pre- 

i The Gospeli in the Second Century (187C), p. 63 ff. 



A SURVEY OF THE SYNOPTIC QUESTION. 421 



decessor is evidently made from memory, as he refers the 
passage erroneously to Barnabas. Still I do not think 
that there is any proof that he had his predecessor in mind 
in the near context of this quotation ; and we should have 
to believe, not only that he knew his work, but that he 
knew it better than St. Matthew and St. Luke. That he 
might conceivably do; but every additional parallel, and 
every new author brought into the comparison, increases 
the probability that there is some common text now lost 
lying behind them. My impression is that none of all Dr. 
Eesch's instances is better for his purpose than this. The 
passage, as it stands in the two Clements, has every appear- 
ance of being original. 

Another curious and interesting passage is spread over 
six quotations in as many writers. In its fullest form it 
runs thus : '* The Lord also said that he who gives is more 
blessed than he who receives. For woe to those who 
possess and receive by hypocrisy (eV viroKpCaei Xafju^avovrav 
= I suppose, as we might say, "obtains by false pre- 
tences *'), or are able to help themselves, and desire to 
receive from others ; for each shall give account to the Lord 
God in the day of judgment." Not quite all the places 
where the whole or part of this is quoted are likely to be in- 
dependent of each other. The oldest (partial) quotation is 
in the Didache ; and Hermas also has it, not on this occa- 
sion borrowing from the Didache, because he quotes rather 
more than the Didache does. It is quoted besides in a frag- 
ment attributed to Clement of Alexandria, in the Didascalia^ 
the Apostolic Constitutions, and Anastasius Sinaita. 

The first portion of the saying is quoted in Acts xx. 35. 
From the citation in the Apostolic Constitutions it would 
seem that there was some interval between the two parts ; 
but this was probably slight. It will be observed that the 
balance of "blessing*' and "woe" goes to confirm the 
historical character of St. Luke's form of the Beatitudes. 
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I bare hard! j kft mTself space to deal at any length with 
Herr Boosset* He is an independent follower in the sl^s 
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of Dr. Eescb, rather deficient in clearness of style and 
exposition/ but otherwise well equipped for his task. His 
inquiry is devoted specially to the quotations which appear 
to be taken from a Gospel or Gospels in Justin Martyr. 
He does not question the use of our Synoptics ; indeed he 
strengthens the arguments which have been urged in proof 
of such use by pointing out that Justin must have had 
before him the Sermon on the Mount in the form in which 
it now stands in our St. Matthew. But he thinks that, 
besides our present Gospel, Justin had access to some other 
document essentially of the Synoptic type, but where it 
differs from them showing signs of still greater originality 
and value. When he asks himself what that document is, 
we cannot be surprised that he should answer, the Logia 
of St. Matthew referred to by Papias. He thinks that 
while our Synoptics were read and occasionally copied by 
Justin, this still more ancient document clung to his 
memory and deeply influenced the form of his quotations. 

If I may sum up rather abruptly, the state of the case 
in regard to Justin seems to me to be something like this. 
He constantly used, and largely used, our three Synoptic 
Gospels. I believe that he also used the fourth Gospel, 
but that does not now concern us. And yet by the side 
of this use of the Synoptics there is, I think it must be 
admitted, an unknown element, which cannot be wholly 
accounted for by mere freedom of quotation. The question 
then is. Where does this unknown element come from? 
As a preliminary question. Is it single? Is it homoge- 
neous ? If it is, then I am afraid that we could not adopt 
Herr Bousset's conclusion. For I should be more clear 
that some of the features in Justin's quotations are 
secondary than that others are primary. Most of us would 

1 This seems to me conspicuously the case in the first paragraph on p. 93. 
I quite fail to understand what Herr Bousset regards as the true history of the 
passage in question. 
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gladly enough, I doubt not, gather up and treasure all that 
we have of the fragments of a Gospel older even than our 
own. I do not deny that there may be such fragments 
embedded in the works of Justin ; and Dr. Kesch and Herr 
Bousset have done much to help us to find them. But it 
is impossible to include in the number such traits as the 
cave of the nativity, the fire on the Jordan at the baptism, 
and a number of various readings, which, however early 
attested, are probably in most cases, and can be almost 
demonstrated in some, not to be genuine. By the time 
that Justin wrote, a good deal of corruption had made its 
way into the canonical text ; and one branch of these cor- 
rupting influences he had not escaped. 

There remains yet another hypothesis which the student 
of Justin's quotations ought, I think, to test very closely. 
Repeatedly we are struck by the way in which Justin ap- 
pears to combine the texts of more than one of our present 
evangelists. Conceivably he may be quoting an original 
from which all of them are derived. But the other alter- 
native must also be borne in mind, that he had before him 
a harmony, in which this process of combination had been 
already carried out. When I wrote on Justin, some sixteen 
years ago, I added a note at the end of the chapter to 
the efiect that, on looking back over it, I was inclined to 
lean more than I did to the hypothesis that Justin used a 
harmony. I then thought that the " phenomena of varia- 
tion" seemed **to be too persistent and too evenly dis- 
tributed to allow of the supposition of alternate quoting 
from different Gospels.'' ^ Since that time I am afraid that 
the question has lain on the shelf so far as I am concerned. 
But only within the last week I have come across two 
striking coincidences, which might almost be called confir- 
mations of the idea. The first is a review of Bousset by 
Schiirer in the Theol. Literaturzeitwig for Feb. 7th. He 

* Tht Gospels in the Second Century ^ p. 136. 
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does not say in so many words that Justin used a harmony, 
but he expresses the opinion that all the divergences in the 
Sermon on the Mount may be explained by a fusion of the 
texts of St. Matthew and St. Luke ; and he goes on further 
to call attention to the points of contact between Tatian*s 
Diatessaron and Justin, and he urges the argument that, if 
the peculiarities in the text of Tatian certainly rest upon 
the foundation of our four Gospels, the same may be true 
of Justin — the peculiarities in his text too are more likely 
to be posterior to our Gospels than derived from a docu- 
ment anterior to them. These seem to me to be weighty 
considerations. 

The second coincidence is with that acute scholar and 
indefatigable worker. Prof. Eendel Harris, who, in his 
recent treatise on the Diatessaron of Tatian, argues inde- 
pendently of Justin that there must have been a harmony 
of the four Gospels earlier than Tatian's. He bases this 
inference upon a remarkable group of readings, called by 
Westcott and Hort "Western Non-Interpolations," all but 
one of which are found in the last chapter of St. Luke. The 
point is^ that these readings hang together and were prob- 
ably all introduced at the same time ; that they probably 
had their origin in a harmony, but that traces of them are 
already found in the text out of which Tatian constructed 
his Diatessaron, The proof that they were in the Dia- 
tessaron turns especially upon the coincidence of the 
Curetonian Syriac and the Arabic version of the Diatessaron 
in the two readings where both are extant. There are 
however some gaps in the extension of the inference from 
these, and the proof as a whole does not seem to me 
altogether stringent. 

But whether or not any one of the many hypotheses 
which are floating about is finally established, enough will 
have been said to show how deeply interesting is the stage 
which these inquiries have now reached. The horizon has 
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widened. The scene is in part shifted from the first century 
to the second. And I myself believe strongly in the method 
of working backwards from ascertained facts in the early 
history of the text to the circumstances of its origin. It 
is probably in these outlying regions that a conclusion will 
first be reached. But there is a stage in most inquiries 
where, the key once found for a portion of the problem, 
brings with it rapidly the solution of other portions, and 
60 a way is made gradually towards the centre. I quite 
admit that the present problem is still surrounded by diffi* 
culties, many and serious, but the removal of them may be 
nearer than we suppose. 

W. Sanday.' 
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HABAKEUE.^ 

Our subject is the prophecy of Habakkuk. Very little is 
known about the writer of this prophecy. The title of the 
book is short, and does not tell us who his father was, 
or where he was bom ; it does not tell us even when he 
lived and worked. It runs : " The burden which Habakkuk 
the prophet did see." The name is unusual; nobody else 
in the Bible bears it. It is supposed to be derived from 
a Hebrew verb, which means ** to embrace " ; and ingenious 
scholars have tried to find some significance in the man's 
name. Indeed, there are commentators and critics who 
think that it is not a proper name at all, but an appella- 
tion devised by later editors to indicate the book and the 
form of it, and therefore that it specifies the character 
of the book. If the right word is the verb meaning " to 
embrace," then the name may mean " a man embraced 
by God," a man specially favoured, made His confidential 
friend by God. That would be the likeliest interpretation. 
Another suggestion is " the man who embraces God " ; i.e. 
wrestles with Him, struggles to find out God's meaning 
in the actual course of events. A third suggestion con- 
cerning the interpretation of the name is that this prophet's 
special function among his own people was to comfort 
them, and undoubtedly that is much the best way of indi- 
cating the special character of this prophet, viz. "the 
comforter " ; for it is a prophecy of the most extraordinary 
and pathetic comfort. In a book of Luther we read : 
** What Habakkuk does in his prayer is to caress his people 
and take them in his arms ; L. he comforts and cheers 
them as one caresses a poor, weeping child or fellow 
creature that it may be hushed and contented, because 
it shall soon, if God will, be better." Eeally, that homely 

^ A lecture. 
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passage puts you in possession of the key-note of Habak- 
kuk's message to bis time. 

Tbere are a great many ridiculous legends about tbe 
man in the old Jewish rabbis and the early Christian 
Fathers. They know, for instance, that he carried, in a 
supernatural way, food to Daniel in the lions' den ; and 
they tell us where his birthplace was, and other things 
of the kind. One idea is that he was a Levite, and 
had to do with the musical service in the temple, because 
his book ends with a hymn that is set to music, as he 
speaks of '* my stringed instruments." And because refer- 
ence is made to ** my stringed instruments," people 
emphasize the word " my," and think that Habakkuk him- 
self played some musical instrument, a strange instrument, 
in the temple choir. I do not see that at all. I am very 
dubious whether *' my " should be there : it is probably 
the plural, instead of the singular. We even have to guess 
the date of Habakkuk's book, the period when he lived 
and exercised his prophetic office. 

Jerusalem is the metropolis that interested him. He is 
a prophet of the Southern kingdom, the kingdom of Judaea. 
The dates suggested from the prophecy vary between 650 
B.C. and fifteen years into the next century. But we may 
shut out all the extremer dates. Practically the question 
lies between the years 630 and 600 B.C. The outstanding 
thing in the prophecy that guides us to the era when it 
was produced is the fact that Assyria has disappeared. In 
the earliest prophets of the eighth century and the opening 
years of the seventh century, the great, stupendous empire 
of Nineveh is the world-power that confronts Israel and 
Israel's prophets. Now it is no longer Nineveh ; it is the 
mighty empire of Babylon. 

Moreover, I think the characteristic thought and emotion 
of the prophecy are best explained, if we suppose Habakkuk 
to have lived just at the time when the tremendous and 
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imposing transfer of the world's sovereignty took place, 
the empire of the nations passing from the great city on 
the Tigris to the still more mighty metropolis on the river 
Euphrates. An event of that kind would stir the minds 
of men everywhere, but supremely it would raise up con- 
flicting emotions in the breast of a devout Hebrew prophet. 
I am not, however, going to discuss the question of date, 
because there are far more important subjects to consider. 

The two likeliest points where the prophecy may have 
been produced are these : During Josiah's straggle to 
establish a religious reform; then it would be between 
the years 630 B.C. and 626. Or, again, just at the time 
when Nineveh was destroyed and Babylon began to show 
the tremendous powers it held for the conquest of the 
world. That would make the prophecy somewhere between 
608 and 600 B.C. ; more likely near the latter date. One thing 
may be taken as tending to show that Habakkak prophesied 
before Babylon had displayed its immense resources and 
military might, and that is in the opening passage in the 
first chapter, where the Chaldreans are spoken of as if they 
were a new phenomenon in the world's history. 

My own strong conviction is that Habakkuk wrote his 
book about the year 600 ; i,e, between 605 and 600 B.C. 

Now, first of all, let me put you in possession of the 
historical situation. When studying Hosea ahd Joel, we 
were in the eighth century, and in the Northern kingdom 
of Ephraim. Now we come down to the seventh century, 
and stand in the kingdom of Judah. The Northern king- 
dom has been swept out of existence by the empire whose 
seat was at Nineveh. The Southern kingdom had a com- 
paratively prosperous period during the reign of Hezekiah, 
and a pure religion throve under that good and benevolent 
monarch. His reign came to an end just at the beginning 
of the century. He was succeeded by Manasseh. During 
Manasseh's reign Judaea suffered a great many disasters, 
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and was constantly buffeted by the Assyrian empire. 
Moreover, Manasseh was a bad king. His sympathies lay 
with paganism. The religion of Jehovah was corrupted 
during that king's rule. Amon followed, and he was suc- 
ceeded by a good king, Josiah, who reigned about 639 on 
to 608. Josiah began as a young monarch. He was con- 
fronted by the ruling classes of his father's time. These 
were all on the side of idolatry — a corrupt, depraved, and 
sensualized worship of Jehovah. Moreover, under the bad, 
loose, tyrannical reign of Manasseh, all sorts of abuses 
had been introduced; law had been perverted, justice 
tainted; oppression reigned everywhere ; poverty increased, 
violence and anarchy spread. The young king gradually 
got the reins into his own hand. He was backed up by 
one grand prophet, Jeremiah, and there were other noble 
statesmen, priests, and prophets supporting him. Gra- 
dually he formed a party for justice, for righteousness, for 
religious reform. At length, after he had reigned some 
eighteen years, he was able to give effect to his own 
resolves. He crushed the opposite, heathenish party ; he 
suppressed idolatrous worship ; i.e, he decreed its suppres- 
sion by law, and to a large extent accomplished it in fact. 

Josiah had enforced the new regime, and carried it out 
to a great extent, and the succeeding portion of his rule 
was comparatively pure, and in a large degree prosperous. 
He began, in some measure, to recover the old power that 
used to be wielded by the great monarchs of the ancient 
time over the surrounding little states and nations. 

I will carry the story a step farther, keeping to the 
internal history of Judsea. The Egyptian army undertook 
to force its way across Palestine, to strike at Assyria. 
Josiah imagined that good policy required him to resist the 
Egyptian advance, and so he went and barred the progress 
of Pharaoh-necho at Megiddo. It was most disastrous 
for him; he was wounded at the very onset, and carried 
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back to Jemsalem, where he died. On his death, all the 
good he had done crumbled to pieces. His successor, 
Jehoiachim, was a king of a totally different character from 
his father, being weak and wicked. Of course there had 
always been the old pagan party in opposition during the 
latter half of Josiah's reign, but naturally coveting their 
old position of privilege and power; and so it happened 
they got hold of the heir to the throne, and, on his ascend- 
ing it, reasserted themselves. The religious reforms of 
Josiah were reversed ; corruption, violence, and oppression 
recurred ; and mercenary adventurers and unscrupulous men 
were put into possession of power. The kingdom went 
from worse to worse. 

Now to a man who had lived through those years of 
religious improvement, of moral and social amelioration, 
of gradual renewal of external prosperity — to a Hebrew 
prophet who had thought this the dawn of the coming 
final victory for God's kingdom, you can understand how 
tremendous was the trial of faith, when all the bright 
promises of a new day were dashed by storm and tempest, 
and a darker night settled down on the country than ever 
before. 

Now I come to external history. During the latter half 
of the seventh century the Assyrian empire had grown sick. 
A malady of weakness was spread through all its immense, 
gigantic frame. The central imperial grasp upon outlying 
provinces relaxed. The mighty empire was beginning to 
break up. And then, in the era of its decay, it was assailed 
by two formidable opponents, by the Persian power that 
had been growing up away in the Northern mountains, and 
again from the South by the rapidly increasing kingdom 
and state of Babylon. For a long time the old empire of 
Nineveh held out. It was a slow, protracted struggle. 
During, therefore, those closing decades of the seventh 
century the government of Nineveh had enough to do 
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simply to defend itself from its own antagonists, from 
Persia and Babylon. The consequence was that those 
Palestine states that used to be vassals of Assyria were 
able to reassert their independence ; and, among them, 
Judaea, under king Josiah, woke up to dreams of its old 
proud expectations of recovering its freedom and re-estab- 
lishing the kingdom of king David. But it was not merely 
the Palestinian states that felt the paralysis away at the 
centre of the old empire of Nineveh. Egypt, that had 
played a subordinate part all along to Assyria, woke up to 
dreams, not of freedom, but of ambition and aggrandise- 
ment. There was seated on the throne of Egypt at the 
time a man of very great ability, remarkable breadth of 
mind, and boldness of initiative, Pharaoh-necho. He 
reversed the policy of his predecessors. Instead of shutting 
up Egypt by itself, he threw it wide open to Greek civili- 
zation, science, enterprise, and commerce. He employed 
skilled Greek officers to remodel his Egyptian army. He 
enrolled in its ranks an immense number of *' free lances,*' 
soldiers of fortune. He endeavoured to form powerful 
fleets, both on the Southern Sea (the Arabian Sea) and the 
Mediterranean. He actually conceived the magnificent 
idea of cutting a canal across the Isthmus of Suez, though 
not in the same direction as the modem canal ; it was to 
run by the Nile, and then to strike across to the Bed Sea. 
He began that enterprise, which was to enable him to con- 
centrate his war fleet either in the Mediterranean or in the 
Arabian Sea, and he actually carried the work on to a great 
extent. There is almost absolute certainty that his ships, 
manned and officered by Greek sailors, circumnavigated 
Africa, sailed down the Bed Sea and by the Cape of Good 
Hope, and returned through the Straits of Gibraltar. 

Pharaoh-necho, feeling the incipient paralysis away at 
Nineveh, and perceiving the movements of the Palestinian 
states, determined to become their lord and master, and to 
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suck their blood in war tribute. He commenced to attack 
them, was very successful in his endeavours, and at last, 
about 609 B.C., resolved to carry his conquest right on to 
the Euphrates. Poor king Josiah tried to bar his way, and 
was crushed in the attempt. Fharaoh-necho reached the 
Euphrates, and arrived at Carchemish. In the meantime, 
Nineveh had succumbed to Persia and Babylon. Persia 
took all the provinces of Assyria that extended away in its 
own direction. Babylon received as its share the provinces 
on the way to the Mediterranean. 

There was a tremendous battle, and Egypt was utterly 
annihilated about the year 605 or 604 B.C. Babylon, having 
discomfited Egypt, thus rolled on in a triumphal march, 
taking state after state, town after town, establishing its 
ascendency over the old dominions of Nineveh. And, when 
Jehoiachim found himself confronted with this resistless 
power, he too succumbed, and became the vassal of 
Babylon. For years after that Babylon ruled the world, 
ruled it with a rod of iron ; wielded a merciless, cruel, and 
rapacious sway over the conquered kingdoms ; crushed the 
very life out of them, and so acquired for itself an almost 
supernatural, devilish, and demoniacal character. It is an 
extraordinary thing that throughout the Old, on into the 
New Testament, the standing name and symbol for 
antagonism to God and goodness, to truth and mercy and 
justice, the embodiment of all that is fiendish and ini- 
quitous and wicked in the ungodly world, is Babylon — ^not 
Assyria, but Babylon. It is a curious thing that, in the 
very first Bible notice of that great city, the building of 
the Tower of Babel, the key-note was struck. That tower 
was built in defiance of God. 

I will read you some poetry, which I find magnificently 

translated in a recent work on " The Book of Isaiah," by 

the Eev. George Adam Smith. It is a taunt-song or satiric 

ode, full of passion and powerful thought, written by a 
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Hebrew prophet, who exults over the expected downfall of 
Babylon. This is how it runs : 

"Ah! still is the tyrant, 

And stilled is the fury ! 
Broke hath Jehovah the rod of the wicked, 

Sceptre of despots: 
Stroke of (the) peoples with passion. 

Stroke unremitting, 
Treading in wrath (the) nations. 

Trampling unceasing. • 
Quiet, at rest, is the whole earth, 

They break into singing; 
Even the pines are jubilant for thee, 

Lebanon's cedars! 
* Since thou liest low, cometh not up 

Feller against us.' 
Sheol from under shudder eth at thee 

To meet thine arrival. 
Stirring up for thee the shades, 

All great-goats of earth ! 
Lifteth erect from their thrones 

All kings of peoples.' 



t> 



What tremendous passion, hatred, and satire there is in 
that! 

I have shown you how the development of the internal 
history of Israel during that seventh century created a 
terrible problem for faith. Could the old promise be true ? 
could Israel be God's people, the germ of God's kingdom ? 
Then, again, the external history created a more perplexing 
problem. During those years when Assyria was crumbling 
into decay, it looked to the Hebrew prophet as if God were 
fulfilling His promise; now is the time for Judaea to re- 
assert herself, to conquer Hebrew nations, and compel them 
to own the power of Jehovah. But, as Babylon came 
rolling on once more, there is the prospect of a long, dark, 
and unbroken night of degradation and subjection to pagan 
power. Could Israel be God's people ? could God be the 
living God, Jehovah ? 



V 
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This prophecy throws a very remarkable light upon the 
fashion in which a Hebrew prophet received his super- 
natural revelation. Nobody can read the book and help 
seeing that light from heaven did not flash upon a prophet 
externally or mechanically. God's Spirit dwelt with the 
man's spirit as God's Spirit dwells with your spirit and 
mine. Through pain and perplexity, through wrestling 
with the actual problems of life around him, through the 
use of his intellect, but infinitely more through the use of 
his conscience, and best of all through purity of heart 
guiding a soul made true to God's great purposes in this 
world, the Hebrew prophet received those Divine intui- 
tions concerning the world's course and God's designs that 
mark out the Old Testament as a supernatural, inspired 
book. 

Let us trace the stream, the growth of emotion and 
thought, in this prophecy. Habakkuk looks upon the utter 
destruction of Josiah's reforms ; the downfall of pure reli- 
gion; the return of idolatry, the very worst kind of idol 
worship ; sensuality eating away the very fabric of social 
life ; injustice, unrighteousness, tyranny, oppression, break- 
ing up the commonwealth ; and the questions confront him : 
*' Is God holding His people in His hands? is God, through 
Israel, building up a kingdom here on earth ? . How can 
that be true when Israel has, on the one hand, sunk down 
into such sin and guilt; and, on the other, has been brought 
into such utter subjection to a heathen power ? " God very 
often answers one difficulty by showing you another. To 
be so unexpectedly confronted with this awful perplexity to 
faith, Babylon's sudden rise and resistless march onward in 
its conquering course, would have meant despair, it may be, 
to a half-hearted man. A man that had not entered into 
the secret of God's government of this world through moral 
forces, through ethical and spiritual powers, not through 
mere physical, brute force, would have succumbed. He 
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would have said to himself, as the Moabite, the Philistine, 
and the Phoenician said, "There is no government of 
righteousness in this world. Force carries everything 
before it ; our own gods are helpless before this tremendous 
Babylon ; let us bow down before Babylon, and make the 
best terms we can ; let us abandon all our patriotic hopes, 
all that was ideal, all that had a future, in the faith and 
aspirations of the nation." On the contrary, the Hebrew 
prophet looked at the unruly tide of pagan conquest, and 
said to himself : " That appalling instrument of penalty 
has been raised up by God ; it is God's weapon of chas- 
tisement. This corrupt Israel never could fulfil God's 
design ; and by terrible, bitter retribution, by degradation, 
by defeat, by humiliation, God will drive the people back 
to Himself." 

Do you see the triumph of faith there was in that ? But 
immediately a new problem for faith was created ; for a 
just, good man, looking at the Babylonian empire, fore- 
casting its course, detecting its character, could not recon- 
cile himself to the idea that that was God's chosen minister 
of justice in the world. A Hebrew prophet had a very 
definite idea of what a divinely ordained king and kingdom 
and government, according to God's mind and will, ought 
to be. He had comprehended — and it is a grand thing in 
the Old Testament to find it there — the last secret of en- 
lightened human philosophy and of political economy. He 
had comprehended that governments exist for the sake of 
the governed, not the governed for the governments. He 
had comprehended that power is put into men's hands, not 
for their own selfish aggrandisement, not for their own 
advantage or profit, but as a solemn trust. He had com- 
prehended that every earthly rule is a part of the Divine 
administration, and has to be wielded according to the 
wishes of God. For the establishing of justice and right- 
eousness, and the promoting of what is ethical, noble, and 
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elevated; not for ends that are low, degraded, and merely 
physical, however imposing such things may be made in 
their show of wealth, of wisdom, or of civilization. He had 
comprehended that God means by rule on earth to promote 
happiness, to promote the prosperity of the whole com- 
monwealth, not of privileged classes, not of a few tyrants, 
not of the monarch himself. With that idea of a true king- 
dom in this world, that faith that this earth was made by 
God, that over this confused world of ours, dominating 
its history, there is the great Divine heart, pure, and just, 
and righteous, the prophet, when he looked at Babylon, 
said to himself : " Babylon cannot be God*s kingdom ; this 
Babylonian conquest of the world is not God*s last utter- 
ance in the world's story, and therefore it must pass by ; 
therefore it must be a mere episode in the world's history." 
And so he fell back upon an audacious certitude of faith. 
He says to himself, and to the small band of faithful 
men and women that know God and love righteousness : 

' '* Because God is righteous, and wishes to make the world 
a realm of holiness, justice, mercy, there — in that realm — 

^ is the empire of the future ; and this Babylon must suc- 
cumb before it." For Babylon was cruel and merciless 
beyond any empire that had gone before it. It went out 
of its way to crush, and destroy, and injure the peoples it 
conquered. It built up such a wealth, and fabric of luxury, 
and sensual indulgence in its mighty, magnificent metro- 
polis, that it had to drain every blood-vessel of the con- 
quered peoples in order to maintain its magnificence. It 
insulted all their national feelings; it outraged their 
religions. It was not content merely to crush revolt; it 
strove to make its domination as intolerable, as insulting, 
and as humiliating as it could contrive to do. 

Here was the answer that came to the perplexed, doubt- 
ing, agonizing heart of Habakkuk, as he wrestled with the 
enigma, as the darkness fell upon his heart, as the old faith 
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revived and rose up against it within him. Suddenly, a 
great light from heaven flashed through it all. 

He saw a vision. The developments of time unrolled 
before him. He was able to forecast the story of that 
Colossus of the Euphrates, that mighty Babylonian 
empire, and to foresee the future of the kingdom of God 
that was buried in obscurity in Jerusalem. He said to 
himself, and then he said to his fellows, that the vision 
stretched over a long time ; that hope might be protracted 
and delayed before it came, but come it must, for it rested 
on the reality of God : the God of righteousness, truth, and 
goodness. 

This is what he saw. " God ! not brute force, but God. 
The God that created this earth, the God that maintains, 
the God that rules it, the God whose purposes are sculp- 
turing and carving out its destiny, is a God who, through 
and through, is a holy, just, magnificent, grand, generous, 
and merciful God. This God is a God spiritual ; a God 
ethical ; a God not of mere physical energy, not delighting 
in earthly magnificence, but finding a satisfaction to His 
Divine heart only in human character formed in His 
image : holy, just, pure, righteous, good. Therefore how- 
ever long the issue may be in being decided, any man, 
any house, any nation, any world:empire that seeks only 
its own arrogant pride and ambition, its own cruel self- 
indulgence, its own earthly aggrandisement, at the cost of 
misery to mankind, of ruin and degradation to human 
character, is a defiance of God, an outrage on the Divine 
will, has against it all the eternal processes of God*s 
government of the world, and therefore must succumb; 
while the little handful of faithful souls that have known ' 
God and have entered into fellowship with Him, that love 
what He loves, that choose what He chooses, that wish this 
world made conformable to His will; the just — however 
weak, impotent, bereft of all earthly resources, all military 
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might, all wealth, all imposing show of power — nevertheless 
shall survive and outlive heathen empires, if they persist 
in their faith. Not material power, not intellectual convic- 

I 

tion of the truth of any creed or dogma ; but actual fellow- 
ship with God, sympathy with Him, obedience to Him, 
being possessed of Him, the sense of belonging to Him on 
earth, — that is the faith which justifies to this day still.** 

With this master-key to the history of nations, Habak- 
kuk penetrated through the external show of imposing, 
resistless power in the Babylonian empire, and he detected 
the Divine emissaries of decay, ruin, and destruction that 
were beneath it and undermining it. The first thing that 
he recognised was this : Every forbidden appetite, every 
lawless, selfish passion carries in it the certainty of its own 
retribution, for this reason : because it is not regulated by 
God's law, because it is a thing monstrous and unnatural, 
and therefore cannot be controlled ; it masters the man 
who indulges it, like the thirst for strong drink, that the 
incipient drunkard never meant should be carried to such a 
dreadful extreme as to master property, health, home, life, 
everything. So Babylon's unrestrained lust of wealth, 
greed of power, appetite for self-indulgence, would drive it 
on and on until it lost all power of estimating proportion, 
until it ran to an unbearable excess, until it made this 
earth such a hell to its vassals that at last, like the out* 
raged debtors of a cruel, bloodthirsty moneylender, driven 
to desperation, they should rise and crush the tyrant. 
That is a law of political economy that has proved it- 
self by experiment over and over again in this world's 
story. 

Moreover there is a strange, unavoidable retribution 
attached to ill-gotten gain. A man may coin it, a man 
may heap it up ; but a man never can build up stable 
peoples on earth with it, he cannot erect an abiding home 
for ill-gotten gain. This great law the history of man has 
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writ large, and we see it in the terrible retribation and 
vengeance which have fallen on houses and nations. 

Here is another great law of God's government of the 
world. Wherever the life of an individual or of a nation 
becomes predominantly materialistic, holds, as its highest 
goals and gains, mere luxury and pomp of life, triumphs of 
invention, of science, of commerce, of industry, of poetry, 
of painting, of art, of refinement ; wherever a nation's life 
is engrossed in merely material ends; wherever a nation 
has ceased to represent, and embody, and make patent in 
the comity of the nations some ideal principle, some ethical 
end or aim — e.g. liberty, freedom, justice, mercy, virtue, 
religion, — God's wrath will fall on that nation : it will 
rot, it will decay; it is already a soulless body, and its 
earthly life will vanish out of it rapidly. That law applies 
to individual men, to houses and families, to states and 
empires. 

You see the shame of it in the expressions used in the 
passage to this effect : " The Lord has ordered it, that what 
the heathen peoples build is for the fire, and what the 
nations toil for is to end in desolation, in destruction." Go 
to the books that tell you what that mighty Babylon was 
— wealthier, vaster, than London is now — and read that 
passage, that inspired intuition of the Divine law of the 
government of our world, of the certain decay and ruin 
of a civilization that has not within it a soul of ethical or 
spiritual potency, and beneficence for the good of the world 
around it ; and then you will feel that the Old Testament 
is indeed inspired. 

Another great moral lesson of history is that oppression 
ruins the character, not merely of the oppressed, but of 
the oppressors ; i.e. any unjust, any tyrannical, any cruel 
exercise of power or rule in this world that spoils men's 
lives, that drives them to destitution or poverty, that robs 
them of their manhood. "Believe me," says Habakkuk, 
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'' it is not merely the victims that are injured ; the worst 
moral harm is done to those who have injured, i.e. the 
oppressors and the tyrants." Take slavery : do you think 
it was merely the poor slaves that were degraded in their 
manhood ? The mightiest argument against slavery is the 
moral contamination and corruption of the slaveholders. 
How can one man establish relations to his brother man, 
loved equally with him by God, that involve the destruction 
of the Divine image in that brother, without making him- 
self a brute, a monster ? 

Then last, and most wonderful of all, the root of all 
moral and political wrong and blundering is false religion. 
How came Babylon, with such a chance of being the exe- 
cutant of God's purposes, and of making a kingdom of 
God in this world, to fling away its opportunity? How 
came it to pass that Babylon was so blind to all the 
divinely imposed laws and conditions of a permanent and 
an abiding government? Because Babylon's gods were 
such wretched, degraded, foul, sensual, tyrannical, lawless, 
unjust deities, that could not govern their subjects bene- 
ficently, justly. And so Habakkuk ends with his mocking 
at these dumb, blind idols, that could give no true political 
guidance or social wisdom to their worshippers. He then 
reaches the mountain-top of his own faith and certainty. 

Now do you see how the whole thought of the book rises 
up and bursts out with a tremendous glory of exultant 
music in that majestic poem that pictures God's omnipo- 
tent, resistless sovereignty ; God's glorious march through 
the world's story in the past ; God's everlasting sovereignty 
still ; God's truth, justice, mercy ? Ah ! the explanation of 
Babylon's first triumph is Israel's unworthiness. God loves 
His people, but He loves righteousness more; and there- 
fore He will use that brutal tyrant Babylon to chastise 
His people, that He may have a people that will realize His 
kingdom on earth. 
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But, once again, the perplexity of the passing use of 
Babylon reaches its solution in the certain realization of 
the living reality, power, and rule of that God who cannot 
look on iniquity, who hates, who recoils from, oppression, 
cruelty, sin, and lust. 

In that poem all the elements — the contending emotions, 
the doubts, the fears, the hopes, the longings of Habakkuk's 
spiritual experience and wrestling for faith — ^find their 
complete, perfect utterance, and their triumphant consum- 
.mation, in a quiet trust, which will not be dismayed 
amid the clash and fall of nations and of empires; but 
which, when all the human props and supports of confi- 
dence have given way, can still rest peaceful and happy in 
the reality and being of God. 

W. G. Elmslie. 
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THE SECRET AND THE REWARD OF 

CONSTANCY. 

*' Happy is the man who endareth temptation : for, when he is approved, he 
shall receiye the crown of life, which He promised to them that love Him." — 
Jaues i. 12. 

What the function of evil is, and why it is .permitted to 
exist, is a question which has perplexed the minds of men 
ever since they used discourse of reason. It is, confessedly, 
the most difficult of questi9ns, and many, perhaps most, of 
the wise have given it up as, for the present at least, an 
insoluble problem. But the question, so difficult to us, 
seems to have presented no difficulty to the practical and 
uninquisitive intellect of St. James. He had solved it, 
at least to his own satisfaction; and it may be doubtful 
whether even yet any better solution of it is to be reached. 
According to him, the function of evil is to try men, to test 
them, to put them to the proof, to show them what they 
are and what they ought to be. According to him, evil is 
permitted to exist, because out of evil and the miseries it 
breeds are woven these divers tribulations by which faith 
and patience are proved, and character is made entire and 
complete. And hence he would have us count it all joy when 
we fall into divers kinds of trials, adapted to the several 
elements and bents of our complex nature, and assures us 
that if we bear these trials with patience, and let patience 
have her perfect work in us, we shall at last become perfect 
and entire, lacking in nothing. 

These trials, moreover, inasmuch as they will quicken in 
us a sense of our own weakness and folly, will lead us to 
God, the Source of all wisdom and strength ; feeling our 
lack of wisdom, we shall ask wisdom of Him, and it will be 
given unto us. But if we would ask so as to receive, we 
must ask in faith, nothing doubting ; and thus once more 



444 THE SECRET AND THE 

our faith will be pat to the proof and raised to a higher 
power. 

Becaase trials bring ns wisdom, and faith, and patience, 
we are not to shrink from them, bnt to glory in them, how- 
ever trying they may be, and even though they seem to pat 
that which is good in us to jeopardy. The rich man is to 
glory when he is tried by penury, and the poor man when 
he is tried by wealth, although, and because, these great 
reverses are such searching and decisive tests of character : 
for character is of infinitely greater worth than outward 
conditions, a man's life than the things which he possesseth. 

Now, though in these counsels of perfection St. James 
rises high above the customs and habits of the world, he is 
nevertheless simply on a level with the thought and admira- 
tion of the world. For even the world can say, ** The man 
who wants least is richer than the man who wants much." 
Even the world, although itself in such woeful haste to be 
rich, admires above all others men — such as George Wash- 
ington, for example — who, unspoiled by their elevation to 
power and fame, have cheerfully retired into obscurity 
when their services were no longer required, and have put 
from them boundless means of wealth and self-aggrandise- 
ment. And if all the world admires such men as these, can 
we complain of St. James for bidding us become such men 
as all the world admires ? Ought we not, rather, to be 
thankful to him for teaching us how to meet the inevitable 
miseries of life so as to get good out of them, how to make 
all that is lacking in our outward lot contribute to the for- 
mation of a character that shall lack nothing ? 

In ver. 12 the Apostle sums up all that he has previously 
said. As he has mused over his theme his heart has taken 
fire, and he breaks out into the exclamation, " Happy is the 
man that endureth temptation I " or, '' Happy is the man 
that endureth trial ! " (for we have the same word here 
as in ver. 2, though St. James here begins to put darker 
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shades of meaning into it.) And in this exclamation he 
assumes that we shall talce his previous counsels. He has 
bidden us rejoice when we fall into divers trials ; now 
he pronounces us happy because we have endured them, 
because we have let patience have her perfect work, be- 
cause we have sought wisdom of God, because we have risen 
to an unwavering faith. Elsewhere he says, '^ Behold, we 
count them happy that endure^' calling our attention as to 
a saying of special worth by the interjection "behold!" 
And, indeed, we may easily see that it is not enough for our 
welfare that we should simply be exposed to trials, or that 
we should suffer them. If we are to get the good of them, 
if they are to refine and complete our character, we must 
endure them : i.e., as the word implies, we must meet them 
with a cheerful constancy ; we must so inure ourselves to 
them that we can go to them as the athlete goes to the 
exercises which develop his strength and courage, go to 
them with alacrity, with resolution, with pleasure, so that 
what is hard to others shall be easy to us, counting it all joy 
when we are summoned to the arena. 

I know how hard all this sounds, and is, to the ordinary 
man. But St. James is not speaking to ordinary, but to 
Christian men. And what is a Christian but a man who is 
being made perfect — a man who, through the grace of God, 
lives a higher life than his fellows, and touches a purer 
happiness ? And even if, as yet, we feel that we ourselves 
cannot endure heavy trials with cheerful fortitude, do we 
not count those happy who can ? do we not wish we were 
as strong as they ? We must admit, then, that St. James 
is simply uttering an obvious truth when he exclaims, 
*' Happy is the man that endureth trial ! " 

But why is he happy? what is the special good that 
comes to him and raises him above the common level oi 
humanity ? The Apostle hints at one reward in the words, 
"when he is approved," and distinctly states another reward 
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of constancy in the words, " he $haU receive the crown of 
life** For the phrase, " when he is approved/' points to a 
figore often employed both in the Old and New Testament 
Scriptnres. Both the prophets and the apostles represent 
God as a refiner, who sits by the furnace, assaying and 
purifying gold and silver, and who, when He has purged 
them of their dross, stamps them as true metal of sterling 
worth. He hsA proved them, and He approves them. This 
is the image in the Apostle's mind when he speaks of men 
as proved and approved by trial. If they endure the fiery 
process by which they are purged from evil and defect, 
if they stand the tests which God applies to them. He 
approves of them ; i.e. He declares them meet for the 
heavenly mint, and stamps His image and superscription 
upon them. So that even in the first phrase a twofold 
reward of constancy is indicated. If we bear our trials 
with a cheerful courage, they will purify and refine our 
character, purging us from those base admixtures by which 
we are weakened and impoverished. And, again, if we 
bear our trials with a cheerful courage, God will approve of 
us, and deign to use us for His service in His kingdom. 

That a man should like trial for its own sake is no more 
to be expected than we could expect gold, were it rational 
and sensitive, to like the fire. But even gold, if it were 
rational as well as sensitive, might well be content to 
endure the furnace by which its purity and value are 
enhanced, by which its alloys and defects are searched out 
and purged away. Nor does St. James demand that we 
should like trial for its own sake, but for the sake of the 
happy effects it will produce on us if it be borne with con- 
stancy. All that he demands of us is that, since trials 
must and will befall us, since we cannot escape them, we 
should learn so to bear them as to turn them to good 
account, that we permit the inevitable furnace to melt our 
imparities out of us, that we make the fire a refining fire 
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instead of a consuming fire. And surely this is a demand 
which, if we are wise, we shall endeavour to meet. We 
shall not be any the more exempt from tribulation because 
we refuse to profit by it ; we shall simply put away from us 
the benefit it is designed to confer. We shall simply be as 
gold, which must bear the flame, but refuses to be purified 
by it. Instead of being passed and approved by the great 
Eefiner, we shall only compel Him, if His gracious purpose 
is to be fulfilled in us, to heat the furnace seven times 
hotter than its wont. How happy, then, is the man who 
endures trial with a cheerful constancy — happy in that his 
character is at once refined and approved ! 

This twofold reward we might deem suf&cient. But 
God giveth liberally, with a full hand. To the cheerful 
endurer He is a cheerful Giver. And hence St. James goes 
on to promise *' the crown of life "to as many as endure. 
But what is this crown of life ? It is simply a life vic- 
torious and crowned ; or, in other words, it is a royal and 
perfected character. Had St. Paul used this image, no 
doubt his allusion would have been to the garland adjudged 
to the victorious athlete in the Greek games. But we 
cannot suspect James, the Jew, to whom the sports of 
the arena and the amphitheatre were an abomination, of 
such an allusion. He would be thinldng of the diadem of 
royalty, the crown of a king ; and therefore on his lips the 
promise means that the man who is brave and constant 
under trial shall rise into a kingly life, into a noble and 
royal perfection of character ; that he shall be ** lord of 
himself," whatever he may lack ; that he shall be marked 
out and distinguished above his fellows as he is who wears 
a crown. 

Now I suppose there is no one thing that a thoughtful 
man, who takes his life earnestly, so much desires, as the 
reward St. James here promises to those who endure. In 
every one of us there are two men, two worlds, at strife. 
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each of which gains the upper hand at times, neither of 
which ceases to struggle for its lost supremacy. It is 
because of this duplicity, this doubleness of nature, and 
the incessant strife between them, that we are so restless, 
divided, perturbed. If we resolve to disregard conscience, 
to suppress our spiritual part, in order that we may serve 
the flesh and the world, we cannot suppress it. Do what 
we may, it will assert itself at times — ^yes, and at the most 
critical times — and assert its right to rule. On the other 
hand, if we resolve to deny the flesh with its lusts, to break 
with the world and the world's law, in order that we may 
obey the voice of conscience and walk after the Spirit, our 
habits and lusts refuse the yoke ; they rise up in mutiny ; 
they surprise us in our unguarded moments ; they depose 
their rightful lord, and usurp authority over us. Thus, 
within the kingdom of the soul, there is constant war; we 
never continue in one stay; we are never long at rest. 
Yet what so hateful to us as this inward unrest and 
division? What is there that we so heartily crave as 
the power to rale ourselves, to exert a lawful and royal 
supremacy over passion and desire, to subdue, pacify, and 
harmonize the various and conflicting energies, whose 
ceaseless strife carries havoc through the soul ? 

Do we in very deed desire it, and desire it above all else? 
Is it our supreme craving that our bosom's lord should 
sit calmly and steadfastly on the throne, coercing every 
mutinous power, bringing down every high thought that 
would exalt itself against the law of God, and calling back 
every errant affection that would wander beyond its pale ? 
St. James tells us how we may attain it. Trials, he says, 
come for this very end, to make us perfect and complete 
men. If we endure them with steadfast patience, they 
will work in us a noble character, a royal dignity ; they 
will put a crown on our heads, the crown of life. 

And, mark, he is not dealing with piere figures of speech; 
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or, rather, he is dealing with figures of speech, but with 
figures that simply and accurately express facts which we 
may all verify for ourselves. The phrase, " when he is 
approved," points to the figure of the refiner's furnace. 
But drop the figure, and is it not trae, so true as to be 
a truism, that trials, wisely and bravely borne, refine and 
elevate character ? Do not those who have patiently en- 
dured many sorrows acquire a gentleness, a tenderness, a 
quick sympathy — in one word, a refinement — which, to mere 
polish and ease of manner, is as tinsel to gold? That 
other phrase, "the crown of life," is also a figure, a figure 
which indicates the royalty of character that makes a man 
lord of himself and equal to any fate. And if, at first, the 
promise sounds a little extravagant, is it not nevertheless a 
true and literal statement of fact ? Look around you and 
mark who are the men of whom you are most sure, whom 
everybody trusts, to whom all are glad to ran. for counsel 
or succour. Are they not those who have been pat to 
many proofs, and have stood them, who have been tested 
by divers kinds of trial, and have borne them with manly 
resolution and cheerfulness ? Are they not those who are 
known to have long ruled themselves in the fear of God, 
who have governed their passions and cravings with a firm 
hand ; men who, when need was, have planted themselves 
against the world, and have overcome it ? Ah ! happy and 
blessed men ! They have endured temptation, and they are 
approved by God and man. They have risen to that royal 
sway over themselves which is the true crown of a trae 
life. The life eternal is theirs, even as they pass through 
the fleeting and changeful hours of time. 

On the other hand, men who cannot withstand tempta* 
tion, who cannot surmount trial, who are not masters of 
themselves if certain passions and cravings are excited 
within them, may be very lovable and kindly ; you even 
love and admire them ; but you cannot depend on them : 

VOL. lu. 29 
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their life is not a crowned life ; they have yet mnch to 
learn, and much to bear, and much to mend, before they 
can be made "rulers of many things," before even they 
can rule the kingdom that is within them. 

Every part of St. James' promise, then, accords with the 
plain facts of human life. Trials borne with constancy do 
refine men, do manifestly win for them the approval of 
God, do give them a royal self-mastery and control. 

But we must not expect to "receive " this promise until 
we have fulfilled its condition. The reward of constancy 
is only for the constant. This man, this happy man, of 
whom St. James speaks, 

"is freed from servile bands 
Of hope to rise or fear to fall; 
Lord of himself, though not of lands, 
And having nothing, yet hath all." 

And we have not as yet reached that heroic height of 
virtue. How may we reach it ? What is the secret of that 
constancy of which the reward is so great ? The Apostle 
reveals this secret in the closing phrase of the verse. '' The 
crown of life,'* he says, is promised ** to them that love 
Him, i.e. to them that love God ; or, as we cannot love the 
Father whom we have not seen without loving the brother 
whom we have seen, this crown is promised to those who 
love God and man. Those who endure are those who love. 
Charity is the secret of constancy ; for the crown of life, 
which is promised to those who love, is conferred on those 
who endure. Obviously St. James regards the two terms 
as commensurable, as interchangeable. And St. Paul is 
of the same mind: *' Love endureth all things,'' Both of 
them teach us that, if we would be constant under trials 
and temptations, love must be our ruling affection ; both 
lead us to the familiar conclusion that, if we would be per- 
fect, we must love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
and our neighbour as ourselves. 
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What trials love will cheerfully endure, what sacrifices 
it will gladly make, we all know in part. And surely we 
can all see for ourselves that nothing will make a man so 
steadfast under trial and temptation as a sincere and hearty 
love for the God who ordains the tests to which he is put, 
and for the men who will be benefited by his constancy 
in meeting those tests. What but this love for God and 
man was it that sustained Christ Himself when He endured 
the cross, despising the shame? What but this love is 
potent enough to make us stand fast in the evil day, in 
hours of weakness when inclination and opportunity con- 
spire against us ? He who is animated by the love of God, 
and who, nerved by that love, is ever studying how he may 
benefit his neighbours, is not likely to yield to passion, to 
evil impulses, to the lusts of the flesh, to the love of the 
world. His heart is preoccupied, and fortified by an affec- 
tion mightier than all that can rise up against it. 

If, then, we would endure, and so endure as to receive 
the crown of life, let us follow after charity, the bond of 
perfectness. 

S. Cox. 
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THE ARAMAIC GOSPEL. 

Indications of Translation {continued). 

In tracing the occasional divergences in the common matter 
of the Synoptic Gospels to diverse vocalization of the same 
Aramaic consonants, and to a variant rendering of the 
same Aramaic word, to which oar attention has hitherto 
been chiefly confined, we have presupposed that each 
writer had before him precisely the same text. We pass 
on now to consider instances in which, as the basis of our 
elucidation of the divergences in our Greek Gospels, we 
assume that, in process of transcription, various readings 
had crept into the MSS. of the Aramaic Gospel. The 
moment we posit a written document as the common 
source, we are bound to admit the possibility of errors of 
the scribe. Even in our Greek Testament MSS. which 
were written in the palmiest days of the Church's history, 
probably by command of the Koman emperor, on the 
finest parchment the world could produce, and presumably 
with the best talent the emperor could command, such 
errors are of frequent occurrence. And as to the MSS. of 
the Hebrew Scriptures, the evidence is overwhelming that 
the all but stereotyped uniformity of extant MSS. furnishes 
no criterion that the text was equally uniform in the first 
century of our era. We have shown in our February 
paper that some of our New Testament quotations pre* 
suppose a slightly different Hebrew text from that which 
our Hebrew Bibles present ; and in the perusal of the 
Septuagint, the student who accustoms himself to retrans- 
late the Greek into the original, in cases where it differs 
from the Masoretic text, finds in multitudes of instances 
that the difference of one Hebrew letter explains the 
divergent readings of the LXX. While if the study of 
the Targums be included, or of the fragments of Origen's 
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Hexapla, as preserved to us in the magnificent edition of 
Dr. Field, the indications of the unsettled state of the 
Hebrew text up to about 150 a.d. are proportionately 
increased. 

It may be well for the reader to turn to pp. 119-121, 
where we have shown that some of our New Testament 
quotations presuppose a slightly different text from that 
which the Masoretic tradition has preserved ; and one other 
illustration may' perhaps pertinently be here adduced. 

Romans xii. 19 : Vengeance is Mine, I will recompense. 

Deut. xxxii. 35 : Vengeance is Mine and recompense. 

LXX. : In the day of vengeance, I will recompense. 

Sam. Pent. : In the day of vengeance and recompense. 






The Hebrew text which these readings respectively pre- 
suppose is as follows : 

ob^i^ Dpi ^^ 
D^K;^^ Dpi DV^ 

D^l^l Dpi DV^ 

The consideration of the foregoing facts prepares us to 
admit that, in a community of poor and comparatively 
unlearned men, as the first Palestinian Christians un- 
doubtedly were, the manuscripts of the earliest Gospel 
cannot be assumed to have been free from errors of the 
scribe; and if written on perishable papyrus, they would 
be the more difficult to decipher, and thus various readings 
would the more rapidly be increased. We proceed now 
therefore to discuss the instances in which the misreading 
or miswriting of one letter in an Aramaic document would 
lead to the divergences in the commx)n matter of our Synoptic 
Gospels. But before passing on to new cases, we will, for 
the sake of completeness, briefly cite those of this class 
which have been incidentally alluded to in our previous 
papers. 
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1. 


Matt. xiii. 6 : 


Ota TO fir/ €;(€tv ^i^av 


e^TB^ 




Luke viii. 6 : 


Ota TO fjfq €;(€«' ifc/xaoa 


e]T^ 


2. 


Mark ix. 18 : 


T/>if€t Tous oSovra^ 


y:^2 p-in 




Luke ix. 39 : 


fjLoyi^ aTTO^^copct 


p:r2 pTi; 


3. 


Matt. vi. 12 : 


o)? KOL i^/AcZg dKf>-qKafl€V 


K9? 




Luke xi. 4 : 


Koi yap avTol a<fiUfjt.tv 


KM 


4. 


Matt. xvii. 1 : 


ct9 opo<; vif/rjX 6v 






Luke ix. 23 : 


€(9 TO opoi 'irpoa'€viacrOai 


nN7V 



5. We proceed now to new cases. There are two very 
common Aramaic words, ^^■1I? and 3np, which are manifestly 
alike. The former means to call, call for, name : the 
latter, to draw near ; Pael, to cause to come near, to bring 
near. Now if in two passages which possess strong 
features of resemblance we find a verb "to call for" 
lying in the Harmony abreast of a verb " to bring near," 
we shall regard this as evidence of the kind of which we 
are in search, in support of our thesis that the variation 
in one letter in the Aramaic MSS. has in many cases 
occasioned the divergence in our Greek Gospels. 

In connexion with the healing of Bartimseus, who sat 
begging near the gates of Jericho, and who cried for mercy 
when he heard that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by, the 
conduct of Jesus is described in slightly variant language. 



Mark x. 4P. 


Luke xviii. 40. 


KOL OTois 6 *lrjarov^ 


araOeU 8c "Iiyo-ovs 


ctircv 


iK€\€V(r€V 


avTOV <f}(i)vr]9TJvai, 


avTOV d)(6rjvaL, 



Thus we notice that while Mark says, " He commanded 
him to be called," Luke says, ** He commanded him to be 
brought.*' On the second line we have two words almost 
synonymous in this cortnexion, eiTrev and iKi\€va-ev, and we 
would suggest the word *1DK as the original — a word which, 
both in Hebrew and Aramaic, means to speak, but which 
also denotes a gentle command. In our English Bible 
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■)QH is rendered by the word '* command '* twenty-nine 
times, and " bid ** thirteen times. We believe then, that 
in the two exemplars from which our passage was derived, 
there was simply this difference : 

Mark XnpjJ^.? -113«| 
Luke 2:\p^r\^i -IC»« 

The suitability of the verba Hip (1) and 3|1p (2) scarcely 
calls for illustration, but we cite one or two cases of each 
as specially apposite. 

(1) 1 Sam. iii. 8 : Here am I ; for thou didst caU me. 

Esther ii. 14 : She came in no more unto the king, unless . . . 

she were called by name pronounced and written. 

Esther iv. 11 : I have not been called (^n^'ilpnx K?) to come in nnto 

the king these thirty days. 

(2) Gen. xlviii. 8, 9 : And Israel saw Joseph's sons, and lie said, . . . 

Bring them near unto me, that I may bless them. 

Exod. xxii. 8 : The master of the house (to whom property had 

been entrusted which was afterwards stolen) 
sluill be brought unto the Elohim. 

There is one remark I would like to make on this pas- 
sage before leaving it. It will be noticed that in Mark 
I have quoted a reading not approved by our Revised 
Version. This is almost the only instance in which I 
shall do this. I have all but invariably found that the 
revised readings yield best to oiir hypothesis ; indeed, 
many a precious hour has been wasted by neglecting to 
rectify the text of Stroud or Greswell, and applying our 
method to second-rate readings. All truth is mutually 
confirmatory ; and it cannot but interest those who have 
been devoting so much valuable time to textual criticism 
of the New Testament to be informed that the theory of 
a primitive Aramaic Gospel in almost every case supports 
the readings of the Eevised Version, and shows them to 
be the oldest. In the case before us however the Eevisers, 
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with B. C,L, A, hi, read elirev (fxaytjaare avrov, " He said, Call 
ye him," instead of elirev axfrov (fxavr^Orjvai, which is sup- 
ported by A, D, and the remaining MSS., and also by the 
Syriac. Subjective criticism suggests that the rare use 
of elirev in the sense of command caused at an early date 
the change to the oratio recta ; and this suggestion is 
confirmed by our hypothesis, as well as by the Syriac 
versions, which do not always receive the full weight they 
deserve. 

6. We would next turn to the narrative of the woman 
with the issue of blood, where we shall find two cases in 
which our present point is illustrated. In describing the 
previous efi'orts which the woman had made to find a 
remedy for her disease before she came to Christ, we 
have two parallel expressions : 

Mark v. 26 : SairarTjcracra ra. irap aur^s iravra. 

Having spent all that she had. 

Luke viii. 43 : irpoa-avoX.taa'aa-a oAov rov piov. 

Having squandered all her living. 

The two participles are almost synonymous, and we 
would suggest that the original Aramaic word was t^T2, 
to spend up, to spend to the very last. It occurs Eccle- 
siastes iii. 22, where the Targum amplifies the Hebrew text 
thus : " Why should I squander my money to destroy my 
righteousness? It is well for me to leave it to my son 
after me, or to support myself from it in the time of my 
old age.*' 

As for the rest, tu irap avrrj^ 7rdpra = *^ all that belonged 
to her," or, " all that she had," this would be H^T «D *?3 
or n^^? ^? I whereas o\ov top ^lov, " all her living," is 
n^TD 73. The noun VtD has a peculiar interest, as dis- 
closing the astrological pursuits of which the Jews were 
so fond, and which made " wandering Jews " the gypsies 
of the first Christian century. It denotes (1) a planet, 
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especially Jupiter; (2) fortune, fate; and (3) wealth, sub- 
stance, means of living. In this last sense it occurs in the 
Targum as the equivalent of the Hebrew l^n. 

Prov. xxix. 3 : He that keepeth company with harlots squanders his 

living (r6jD). 

Prov. xix. 4 : Wealth addeth many friends ; but poverty separateth 

one's friend from him. 
Ps. cxix. 14 : In the way of Thy testimonies I have rejoiced, as 

much as in all riches, 

7. In the same narrative, when the evangelists describe 
the suddenness of the cure effected by touching the fringe 
of the Saviour's shawl, we have an interesting divergence : 

Mark v. 29. Luke viii. 44. 

KoX €V^€a)9 Kal TTopa^TJiw. 

i^pdvOrj €a"nf 

rov ai/Aaro? avrrj^, rov alfiaTO^ airnj<s. 

This furnishes us a fair specimen of the Synoptic pro- 
blem. The resemblance in the order and number of the 
words is too close to allow us to suppose absolute inde- 
pendence. The diversity is too great to admit the theory 
of mutual use. If either evangelist had access to the work 
of the other, we cannot suppose that either would be so 
capricious as to exchange evOio)^ for irapaxfiVf^^* There 
remains then our theory of translation from a common 
source. On this theory it is perfectly natural that we 
should have the same number and order of words, synony- 
mous words and phrases, and also, from various causes, 
some little diversity. On this theory it is the most natural 
thing possible that an Aramaic word 'P^IH or Jl^^^S)^ ^ 
immediately, should be translated in one case evOeco^ and 
in the other Trapaxpvf^ l aiid that the word ^^i^^^j^, which 
denotes (1) a pool or fountain, "stagnum, fons," as in 
Ps. cvii. 35, '* He made the wilderness to be like a pool of 
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water " ; and (2) a stream, " rivus," as in Psalm Ixxviii. 44, 
"He turned their streams into blood," should be rendered 
by the two translators m^rj^ a fountain ; puo-^?, a stream — 
especially when we find that this same word, with the pros- 
thetic M dropped, was used in rabbinic literature in the 
technical sense required by the context. Then we have 
the parallels i^7)pdv07) = '*w2ks dried up," and eo-riy = " stood 
still." These are not quite synonymous, but can be ex- 
plained by the change in one single letter. The Aramaic 
equivalent of i^r]pdv07) is 2^^^/lM, and the aptness of the 
word to the context will be clear from the following 
passages : 

Gon. viii. 13 : The waters were dried up from off the earth. 

Job xiv. 11 : The waters departed from the Red Sea ; . . . and 

Jordan was dried up and parched before the ark of 
Jehovah, and returned to the place of its sources. 

Ps. cri. 9 : He rebuked the Red Sea, and it was dried up (H^^JHS). 

In rabbinic literature the verb is regularly used of 
drying the hands after washing, and the body after 
bathing. 

We believe then that the word which stood in the 
Aramaic MS. used by Mark was I'^^IJilH ; but if we suppose 
that, instead of this word, the MS. used by the evangelist 
Luke contained, or seemed to contain, 2^22^/1^, there would 
be no resource for him but to translate this word after the 
analogy of the Hebrew 2^^ or ^I^^^H, ''stood still," earrj. 
This is the more probable, as we have noticed with a 
frequency almost approaching to a " law," that Luke is 
prone to decipher his exemplar as yielding a Hebrew word, 
where the others translate an Aramaic word; or to give 
a Hebrew meaning to a word which exists with slightly 
diverse meanings in the two languages — thus implying that 
he was more familiar with Hebrew than with Aramaic. 

8. We would now draw an illustration from the sermon 
on the mount : 
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Matt. v. 15. 


Maek iv. 21. 


Luke viii. 16. 


Luke xi. 33. 


ovBl 


/irJTi 


ov^ei^ 


ovSct? 


KaLov(ri 


lp)(€Tax 


aij/a^ 


ai/ra9 


Xv^ov 


6 Xv;(V09, 


Xv\vov 


kvxyov 


Koi TiOiaa-Lv avTov 


Lva reO-g 


avTov TtOrja-LV 


TiOrja-iv 


VirO TOV fLoSlOV. 


VTTO TOV fioSiov ; 


VTrOKUTit} Kktvrj^. 


VTTO TOV fl68lOV, 



We have here clearly two variants : (1) " A lamp does not 
come that one may place it under the bushel" (Mark); 
and, (2) " One does not kindle a lamp and place it under the 
bushel." Can it be a mere accidental circumstance that 
the verb " to come " is KJIh^, and the verb ** to kindle " is 

T -:' 

Wi* ? It is needless to adduce illustrations of K/IK, which 
is in the Targums the constant equivalent of the Hebrew 
K^2 ; and is, by the way, preserved in the New Testament, 
in the watchword of the early Christians, l^r\U pD, Maran 
atha, Our Lord cometh. The suitability of KTK to the con- 
text is clear from the following Targumic passages : 

Isa. xliv. 15 : The prophet, in exposing the folly of idolatry, says of 

some of the wood from which the god is made, ** he 
hindleth it (LXX. Kavtravrts), and baketh bread." 

Hosea vii. 4 : Like an oven which the baker Icindlea for himself. 

The presence of xaia) and airrofiai, is quite in harmony 
with our theory, but not sufficient of itself to substantiate 
it. It would be venturesome to assert from this evidence 
alone that KTK stood in the Urschrift ; but when we have 
the decided variant epx^rai^UJli^, then we have veritable 
evidence as to the original text. 

9. Another instance in which K/IK, or, as it is often 
written, ^/IH, seems to have been mistaken for another 
word is in the following passages : 

Luke ix. 46 : ila^kOcv Bk SiokoyLcrfio^ iv avroi^. 

A reasoning entered among them. 
Mark ix. 34 : Trpos oAXiJXovs yap 8L€X€\0ri<rav-^ 

For they reasoned among themselves. 

These two passages are strictly parallel. Each is in- 
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trodnctoiy to the placing of the child in the midst as the 
example of humility, and yet we have this interesting diver- 
sity. It must he felt that elaijXdeif is used in an uncommon 
sense; and we would suggest as the solution that in the 
MS. used by Luke ^JIM was miswritten for ^*)K, the regular 
word meaning " for." 

Lnke's text requires : HrC^n prr3*3 *nX 
Mark's ^TX2^n» \\n*T2 ^TK 

The last words in the couplets are respectively KTTDV) 
= " controversy," and ^TOim, 3 pi. Ithpael of n3\ This 
is the usual verb for argument or debate, in which each of 
the disputants tries to vindicate himself, or to establish his 
claim to the ownership of the thing under dispute. It 
occurs in Genesis xxi. 25, when Abraham asserted his 
claim to the well of water which the servants of Abimelech 
had violently taken away; and in 2 Samuel xix. 9, of the 
fierce controversy between the men of Israel, after the 
death of Absalom, as to whether they should return to their 
allegiance to Pavid. Thus the verb and its cognate noun 
may well be used of the controversy among the disciples as 
to " which of them should be the greatest." 

10. Let us now turn to a general statement as to Christ's 
activity in Galilee, which is given with substantial agree- 
ment in the second and third Gospels. 



Mark i. 34. 


Luke iy. 41. 


icai ra Saifioyia 


Koi iiriTifJuav 


OVK ^<f>l€ 


OVK cia 


\aXe2v 


aura XaXcii^, 


on '^Stia-av avrov. 


OTL iJfScurav avrov 




rbv XpicTov ciroi* 



Can any theory explain the phenomena in these two 
passages so satisfactorily as that of translation from a com- 
mon document ? It is not a description of any one event, 
but a summarized account of Christ's general activity. 
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The description is evidently cast in the same mould : 
phrase corresponds with phrase. The synonyms ^^te and 
da preclude the theory of mutual use. All we need there- 
fore to establish our theory is to show that in Aramaic the 
words "demon" and "rebuke" might easily be mistaken. 
Let us see if this is so. The most common word for 
"rebuke" is ^O; and usually where it occurs in the Tar- 
gums, the verb iiriri^dto occurs in the LXX. It occurs for 
instance : 

Zech. iii. 2 : Jehovah rebuke thee, seducer ! 
Nahum i. 4 : "Who rebuked the sea. 
Mai. iii. 11 : Jehovah shall for you rebuke the devourer. 
Num. xii. 14 : If her father have merely rebuked her, shall she not 

be shut up seven days P 

The equivalent of iimLfi&v is thus ^\0. But suppose 
that, instead of ^7^, the MS. of Mark contained, or seemed 
to contain, p^Tl This would mean " the injurious one," or 
" the malevolent one " — the Peal participle of the verb 
pO, which in Peal and Aphel alike means to injure ; indeed 
the Aphel participle is regularly used as a noun, p^JD, a 
malevolent evil spirit, a demon ; as for instance : 

Ps. cvi. 37 : They sacrificed to demons (LXX. Saifiovtots). 
Ps. xci. 6 : Thou shalt not be afraid through fear of evil spirits 

(^j5MP), which walk in darkness ; nor of the arrow of 
the angel of death which he shooteth by day. 
Cant. viii. 3 : The paraphrast here describes the bride, i.e. Israel, as 

rejoicing that she is surrounded on the right hand 
and on the left by the incense of prayer, that it is 
not possible for an evil demon (p^-tO) to hurt her. 

The Peal participle P7.J is then, we believe, rendered by 
the meaning which it shares in common with the more fre- 
quent Aphel participle pMto = the malevolent one : Baifioviov, 

11. In the account of the healing of the demoniac boy 
after the transfiguration there are two interesting varia* 
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tions in the words which the distressed father addresses to 
the Saviour as he comes to meet Him. 

Matt. xvii. 15. Mark ii. 17. Lrc£ ix. 35. 

Kvpu, Ai&uricaAc, AiSoo-jcaXc, 

fiov Tw viov, rhv vlov fiov, ivi tov viov fiov. 

There are fomid in the Targnms two words which are 
used of earnest, impassioned entreaty for pity or help. 
These are W23 or TV^y2^, and =)D02 or miD03. The 
former is a noon ^V^^ from the verb Hy2, to pray or 
appeal, with the prefix 2; and in this form is used as 

m 

an interjection, like the Hebrew ^^I. 

Gen. six. 18 : Lot said, O now, my lords. 

Gen. xxiiL 11 (Jonathan) : I-beseech-thee (1P33), my lord, Lear me. 

Gen. xxii. (Jerusalem) : Oh for mercy {Le, I pray for mercy, W33 

i*Dn"^), that when the sons of Isaac 
come in the hour of their distress, Thou 
mayest remember for them the binding 
of Isaac their father, and remit and 
forgive their sins. 
The phrase J^Pni -^W?, in which it will 
be observed that l^Dm stands as an 
accusative to the interjection, occurs 
twice in this prayer of Abraham. 

The word ^IDDIl is found only in the Targum of Jonathan, 
and is apparently precisely the equivalent of A^22l, being 
used in Jonathan where Onkelos has Jl^y^Il; e.g. twice 
in Judah's appeal. Genesis xliii. 20 and Genesis xliv. 18. 
I have failed however to find an instance in which ^DD2l 
is followed by an accusative, as ^3^23 is; but this is 
doubtless due to the scantiness of our literature. I suggest 
then that the common text, of which Matthew and Luke 
give a free translation, was ^2 Jl^tODS, my son I I pray 
for my son 1 
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Instead of this, Maxk has "I hrought my son*'; but 
the verb "to bring*' is ^IODb>, Aphel of KDD. 

Gen. xxviL 25 (Jonathan) : Esau hrought it (venison) to his father. 
. Exod. xxii. 12, J : If a beast entrusted to a neighbour to 

keep be torn by wild beasts, he shall 
hring the owner to the torn bodj. 

Lev. ii. 8, J : He shall hring it to the altar. 

In accordance with this conjecture then, we would re- 
produce the original passages thus : 

I brought my son=n2 n^l^D^^ 
I pray for my son=^*^3 nit3D2 

12. Under the word ^13D, Buxtorf in his lexicon, 
suggests that as ^V^ comes from the verb M;i^^ = to be- 
seech, so there must have been a word K20D which also 
meant to beseech, though this meaning does not seem to 
attach to the word in extant literature. The verb M2DD 
means to arrive, alight upon, happen ; so that if it pos- 
sessed also the meaning of "beseeching," it would be 
precisely after the analogy of the Greek word ivTvjx^^^- 
That it did possess this force is, we think, rendered clear 
from a passage in the narrative we have just had under 
our consideration. 

Matt. xvii. 16 : I hroiigld him to Thy disciples. 
Mark ix. 18 : I spahe to Thy disciples. 
Luke ix. 40 : I hesought Thy disciples. 

Will it need any persuasion to convince my readers that 
we have here respectively 

n^ioDh^ nnDiA n^ioD? 

•  • 

We would suggest that the last was the original reading ; 
but being of rare occurrence, it was translated, or replaced 
in the hands of the copyists, by two better known words. 

13. In describing the healing of the leper who came to 
Christ in the first days of His ministry, with such won- 
drous faith, saying, " If Thou art willing, Thou art able 
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to cleanse me/' we find different phrases used to describe 
the fact of his recovery. 

Matt. viii. 3 : His leprosy was cleansed. 

Luke V. 13 : His leprosy departed from him. 

Mark i. 42 : His leprosy departed from him, and was cleansed. 

» 

We would suggest that this difference is dae to a various 
reading : m^/lK for DplpK. The verb r}\>^ in Pael 
means "to cleanse"; as in Isaiah i. 25, "And I will 
bring back the blow of My strength upon thee ; and I will 
purify thy sins, as one who cleanseth with soap ; and I will 
remove thy transgressions." The verb TT^ is found in the 
Targum of Esther vi. 1, where the paraphrast, not content 
with stating that in that night sleep departed from king 
Ahasuerus, describes most volubly that sleep departed also 
from the Holy One, from Esther, from Haman, and from 
Mordecai. In each case we have in Buxtorf's edition of 
the Targum /IIJ, which Levy however, in his lexicon, 
corrects to /111 The Ithpeal has the same meaning as 
the Peal, so that JT^T^/I)!^ n^Jl^")Op would mean " his leprosy 
departed." 

In the reading in Mark's Gospel, " His leprosy departed 
from him, and was cleansed," we have our first instsmce of 
a phenomenon which will* before long engage our serious 
attention — doublets in Mark. We shall endeavour to show 
that the phenomenon to which Canon Driver has directed 
attention in his deeply instructive work on the books of 
Samuel, as a remarkable feature in the LXX., occurs also 
in our present text of Mark ; that is to say, when a tran- 
scriber is acquainted with two translations of the original, 
in his uncertainty as to which is correct, he sometimes 
inserts both. We shall endeavour to show that the repe- 
titions for which Mark's Gospel is famous have in most 
G&uses arisen from uncertainty as to the Aramaic reading, 
as in the case before us. 
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14. When our Lord had healed the man with the 
withered hand in the synagogue on the Sabbath day, the 
Pharisees were much enraged, and their subsequent action 
is thus described : 

Matt. zii. 14 Mabk ill. 6. Luke vL 11. 

^{cX^oKTcs cfcXtfovTcs ivXi^Oija'av 

ot ^apLcroLOL ol ^apuraXoi avrol 

fjL€Ta rSiv 'Hpoi^avSiv avoia^* 

<rvfiPov\iov tXafiov avfi^ovkLOv cSiSovv SicA-aXow Trpos oAAi/Xou?, 

oirctfs avTov dxoXccroKnv. as Matt. ri &v iroirja'€iav rw 'Ii/crov. 

In this brief passage there are three, if not four, of the 
]ines in which the divergence can be explained by our hypo- 
thesis. On the first line we have ef eX^ovre? = " they went 
out," standing alongside iirXija'drja'av ='* they were filled." 
But to express the idea of going out or away to a definite 
spot, or with a definite object in view, as in the case before 
us, the correct verb is ^DDJIK : as we see from Numbers 
xxiii. 15, where Balaam says to Balak, " Stand here, while 
I go yonder," and 1 Samuel ix. 9, " Come, let us go to 
the seer"; whereas the regular verb, meaning ''to be 

filled" is ^^DDK. 
..... 

It will be noted that we place dvola<i abreast of t&v 
"HpaStavAv in our harmony. We do this with some little 
hesitancy. If we had evidence that the popular name for 
the Herodians was " the men of the $toa" — the stoa being 
used in Talmudic writers for the hall or pavement at the 
gates of palaces, where the magnates sat to listen to cases 
of litigation — then we might feel at liberty to affirm that 
there had been a confusion between VDp = a hall or pave- 
ment, and N^ipp = folly, insanity. The latter word occurs 
Jeremiah xxviii. 16 and xxix. 32 : and the crime of Hana- 
niah and Shemaiah was just the same as that of which the 
Pharisees were guilty — malignantly opposing God's truth. 
, But until the desired evidence is forthcoming we would 
not speak with confidence. 

VOL. ni. 30 
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15. Farther, it will be noted that while Matthew and 
Mark say, "they took counsel," Luke says, "they con- 
versed with each other." This is precisely the difference 
between 107^/1b( and I^^^DJIht, as the following passages 
show: 

Ps. Ixii. 4 : When they swear to show kindness, they are 

consulting Q^^^DT}1p) to cast him down : they 
bless with their month, bnt they curse 
secretly. 

Ps. Ixxi. 10: They that watch for my soul take counsel to- 

gether. 

Exod.xxxii. 11, J : God conversed (/JDrip) with Moses. 

Num. vii. 89, J : When Moses went in to speak with Him, he- 
heard the voice which conversed with him from 
upon the mercy seat. 

16. In the last line, it is abundantly clear that the 
difference between aTroXiaaxriv and irovi^aeiav is due to a 
confusion between *T3K, to destroy, and 12Jf^, to do. In 
Hebrew Tl^ regularly means to work, serve, but is almost 
invariably used in the Targums as the equivalent of f^^y 
to do, which latter word is in the Targums never once to 
be seen. 

17. Our space will admit of but one more illustration. 
It shall be taken from the prediction of the Saviour as to 
His second advent. 

Matt. xxiv. 23 and Mauk xiii. 21. Luke xvii. 23. 

t6t€ idv Tis vfitv tlirQj Kal ipoxkriv vfilvj 

firj iruTT€v<n}T€. firj aTriXOrfre, 

firjBk Suo(vfT€. 

• 

Thus when, to those who are perplexed by numerous 
claims of different persons to the Messiahship, the Lord 
Jesus gives advice as to how His disciples were to act, 
we find that two of the evangelists record his words to 
have been : ** Do not believe," or " do not trust in them " : 
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while Luke says, " Do not depart," ** Go not away from 
them, nor pursue after them"; remain tranquil. This is 
just the difference between p^JH^ilil vh and Ppn^/lJI Ka 
The following quotations from the Targums make this 
abundantly clear. 

Ps. cxlvi. 3 : Do not trust in princes (pvmnn \s7), 

Jer. vii. 4 : Trust not in the words of the false prophet. 

Jer. xvii. 5 : Cursed is the man that trusteth in man. 

Ps. XXV. 2 : O my God, in Thee have I trusted. 

Then as instances of pHIJIK, to go far away, to go to a 
distance, depart, we may quote : 

Isa. xxxiii. 8 : Because they have changed My covenant, they have 

gone away from their cities : man does not think of 
the evil that is coming upon him. 

Ezek. viii. 6 : Son of man, seest thou what these do P the many 

abominations which the house of Israel are doing 
there, that I should go far away from them. 

Ezek. xi. 15 : Son of man, thy brethren have said, Get you far 

away from the Lord. 

If the MS. used by Luke read ppHIJlD, and conformity 
with this rendered necessary the translation fiif aireKdrfre, 
we are not surprised at the addition /iiySe Stcifiyre. 

In our next paper we intend to adduce evidence that 
the Logia contained some of the peculiarities of dialect 
which are found in the Samaritan Targum ; and that the 
uncertainty caused by the dialectical forms has led in many 
cases to the divergent renderings found in our Greek 
Gospels. 

J. T. Mabshall. 
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B BE VIA. 

B o crk -jewels (BUcherkleinode) . — This is a German counter- 
}.part to " books which have inflaenced me," a collection of 
.autobiographic papers which some readers may remember. It 
. contains lists of books which have had the greatest influence on a 
number of German theologians, both professors and pastors, con- 
Ntributed by these divines themselves, with explanatory remarks. 
Need it be said that Delitzsch is one of the writers ? Dr. Curtiss 
.appears to have overlooked this in his very interesting memorial 
t sketch of Delitzsch. True, there is nothing which he need have 
..quoted, but the phraseology is characteristic, and a few lines may 
therefore be given here. " My education and scholastic instruc- 
tion were rationalistic; the person of Jesus Christ remained 
-shrouded in mist for me till my university time began in 1831. 
He remained sq, as long as I sought truth and satisfaction in 
philosophy, through the fascination of the elder Fichte. But 
when He who is the truth and the life revealed Himself to me, 
the ascetic, literature of our Church became to me the element of 
life." The names which Delitzsch then gives are known to us 
already through Dr. Curtiss. But one of them deserves to be 
more correctly printed ; it is not Nedderesn, but Neddersen, 
whose " unpretentious book " never ceased to be Delitzsch's 
''dearest vade-mecum.'' The author was a schoolmaster in East 
Friesland. 

Delitzsch's friends and colleagues, Gustav Baur, Lechler, and 
Luthardt, also figure here. The first of these gives the fullest 
account of his inner life. Schleiermacher, Tholuck, Hegel, 
Billroth, and Nitzsch are the authors to whom he professes him- 
self to have been most indebted as a young student. But listen 
to this interesting sentence : " I can almost say that single utter- 
ances have done more for me than books. Tauler*s fine saying, 
* Where God is to enter, all other things must go out,' is one of 
them. Another is this of Schiller, * The truly excellent character 
is made up of strictness towards oneself and mildness towards 
others.' " Of course, this lover of Dante lays stress in conclusion 
on the store of high teaching to be found in the Divina Commedia. 
Lechler has much to say of the moral and intellectual stimulus 
which he received from England. Bentley's Remarks on a Late 
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Discourse of Freethinking (1713) and Paloy's HoroB Faulinca (1790) 
are highly commended ; also Vinet's Essai sur la manifestation 
des convictions religieuses (1842), for the light which it throws on 
the ethical contents of the gospel. 

Lnthardt gives a long list of hooks. The first two mentioned 
will snrprise the reader. Thej are Nagelshach's works on 
Homeric and post- Homeric theology. Then follow, among others, 
Thomasias' Dogmatik, Hofmann's works, Lnther's sermons and 
his chief works, Shakespeare's principal dramas, Pascal's Pensees, 
the first part of Goethe's Fatist^ and especially the same poet's 
Iphigenie ; lastly, among the ancients, Demosthenes and Sophocles. 

Two other lists of hook-jewels may he referred to — ^those of 
Siegfried (the Hehraist and student of Philo) and Schtirer (whose 
great work on New Testamei^t times has been translated). The 
former begins with Herodotus, "the eternal model of the historical 
view of things." He continnes with Goethe's Wahrheit und 
Dichtung, " a secular bible " ; Herder's Oeist der Hehrdischen Foesie, 
**a book which one has never done with reading, ever fresh as 
the hind of the dawn (Ps. xxii., title)" ; Shakespeare's Macbeth^ 
" for the development of sin " ; Philo, " the foster-father of the 
old Christian exegesis " ; Luther, " especially his exposition of 
Genesis " ; Schleiermacher's Beden uher die Beligifm ; Ranke's 
Deutsche Oeschichte im Zeitalter der Reformation ; Hupfeld, Beleucht' 
ung dunkler Stellen in der alttestamentlichen Textgeschichfe. 

Schfirer mentions some important works by Rothe, Bleek, 
Schleiermacher, Ritschl, Wellhansen, and Hamack respectively. 
Rothe leads the way, because he once for all taught Schiirer " that 
not only a living piety, but also a well-founded positive theology, 
is consistent with the freest attitude towards Holy Scripture." 

Some of the less known writers shine by the beauty and 
suggestiveness of the comments on their favourite books (some of 
which are now and again English). Students of theology might 
do much worse than get Book-jewels. I am sorry that I have 
waited so long to draw attention to it. The publisher is Perthes, 
of Gotha. 

I Kings X, 22. — " Once every three years came the navy of 
Tarshish, bringing gold and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks." 
The usual explanation of D^OV and D\*?^ connects these words 
with the Sanskrit kapi (ape) and the Tamil togai (peacock) 
respectively. It hangs together with the theory, already held 
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by Josephus (Ant viii. 6, 4), that Ophir was somewhere on the 
Indian coasts, perhaps Abhira, on the east bank of the Indus. 
But M. Halivy, placing Ophir in South Arabia, suggests that 
Mpm and tukfcvgylm ai*e the Hebraized forms, though in inverse 
order, of the tuki kukupi, which figure so often in the requests of 
the Asiatic princes in the (cuneiform) Tel el-Amama inscrip- 
tions ; i.e. bottles filled with perfumes derived from the spices of 
South Arabia. Comp. Kv<t>L, an Egyptian medicine mentioned by 
Dioscorides. "I think," says M. Hal6vy, "that the importation 
of perfumes during the luxurious reign of Solomon is much more 
probable than that of apes and peacocks " (Bevue des etudes juives, 
avril-juin, 1890, pp. 63, 64). Still we do know that the Egyptian 
and Asiatic kings whom Solomon imitated thought a good deal of 
curious foreign animals. 

 

Isaiah xix. i8. — " One shall be called The city of destruc- 
tion." So the Revised Version renders, with the margin, " Or, 
Heres; or, according to another reading, the sun.** In a valuable 
posthumous work by Biehm {Einleitung in das Alte Testament , ii. 
552, 553), there is a thorough discussion of the competing read- 
ings, including that of the Septuagint, omitted in Revised Ver- 
sion, viz. " City of righteousness," which has been lately adopted 
by Kuenen and Dillmann. I cannot but think at present that 
Riehm's argument is better than Dillmann's ; the former comes 
to the conclusion that the original reading was, " City of the 
sun," i.e. Heliopolis. Dillmann's objection (which was my own 
too in The Frophecies of Isaiah) j that Onias, according to Josephus, 
appealed to ver. 19, not to ver. 18 6, is answered by the remark 
that the temple of Onias was not at Heliopolis, but at Leontopolis. 
Riehm points out too that in ver. 25 the Septuagint clearly 
expresses Egyptian- Jewish feeling; do-cScK (pTVn) is therefore pro- 
bably an Egyptian- Jewish alteration for Dinn. 

Tatian's *• Diatessaron." — Prof essor Moore remarks in 
a paper on this subject in the same magazine {Journal of Biblical 
Literature, 1890), that the way in which the author treats his 
sources is full of instruction for the friends and foes of Hexateuch 
analysis. For an answer to a good many of the common arguments 
against the analysis, it will be sufficient, as this careful scholar 
may be thought to have shown, to refer to Tatian. 

T. K. Chktne. 
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Critical Note on Psalm cxix. 122. — ^It is hardly necessary 
to remind readers of The Expositor that Psalm cxix. is constructed 
on a highly artificial plan. Its one hundred and seventy-six verses 
are divided into sections of eight verses, and each verse of each 
section begins with the same letter, the first taking K, and the 
rest the following letters of the alphabet in order. This device Ib 
carried through without any exception. Then the writer has se- 
lected ten words ("p% nnr, rMp^i, pn, niVD, n3iD«, im, mox, odc^d, 

m^n), indicating with various shades of meaning the law, which 
the psalm celebrates ; and one of these words is found in every 
verse except ver. 122. The English version has misled many 
of the commentators as to this point; e.g. Perowne excepts also 
ver. 132 from the rule : " Look Thou upon me, and be merciful 
unto me, as Thou usest to do unto those that love Thy name"; but 
the Hebrew for " as Thou usest to do " is t^Woh (Vulgate, secun- 
dum judicium; LXX., Kara to Kpifia). The Speaker's Gommentary 
has the same error. Andrew Bonar excepts also ver, 84, which 
contains the same word CWD. But ver. 122 seems to be a real 
exception ; no one of the ten words occurs, nor any other word of 
similar meaning ; nor, as far as I have been able to find, is there 
any various reading. Now when we find a writer of immense 
ingenuity and patience setting out to compose such a work as this ; 
and when we find that he carries out his design with perfect 
accuracy in three hundred and fifty-one out of three hundred and 
fifty-two cases, are we not justified in saying that there must be 
some error of reading in the three hundred and fifty-second case P 
It seems a priori impossible that he should have allowed his design 
to be spoiled by one exception of this sort. And when we find 
that a trifling alteration in one word at once completes the per- 
fection of the composition and improves the sense of the verse, 
we shall be strongly disposed to accept it as the probably correct 
reading. 

The first clause of the verse reads at present, 2)^h liny iny, 
translated, " Be surety for Thy servant for good " ; explained by 
the Speaker's Gommientary^ " Be my surety or defence for good ; 
i.e. that it may be well with me " : which is at any rate vague. 
Substitute min? for 311D^, and a much more precise meaning is 
obtained : " Be surety for Thy servant in regard to the law." 
The psalmist is oppressed and persecuted, and his fear is, that by 
reason of this oppression he may be led to break the comniand- 
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ments of the Lord (vers. 84, 86, 87, 110, 115, 116, 134, etc.> 
Therefora he prays God to become His surety, not simply that it 
"Will be well with him, which is not his first concern, but that 
he will keep the law. If God undertakes to pledge Himself that 
His servant shall not fall, he will then be secure, the Lord having 
become his righteousness. 

But can the corruption of the original reading be accounted for? 
It is a very ancient one, for the LXX. read as our Hebrew Bibles 
do (IkS€$<u tov SoivXov <rov eU dyaOov). Assuming then that the 
original reading was !?Kn')in^, and remembering that in the older 
forms of the Hebrew alphabet tc and n were very similar, and 1 
and 3 almost identical in form, we can easily see how (1) the n 
might be dropped before the K which follows, and the more 
easily as m^T) occurs twenty-five times in the psalm, and would 
therefore be written somewhat hastily and mechanically; and (2) 
the resultant ^Knin^ be mistaken for Sk^IH^, the sound of which 
would naturally suggest SkIIO^ the present reading, just as jood 
would be at once changed to good if we met it in writing or print. 

The final Pi once dropped, the rest follows almost inevitably. 
Nothing is commoner than the dropping out of a letter when 
followed by the same letter ; and that n and K (the letter which fol- 
lows) were so much alike as to be readily mistaken for one another 
may be inferred from such passages as Psalm cxxz. 4, where the 
received text has Klin ; but there is a well-supported variant min. 
An instance of n dropped before a following n may be found in 
1 Samuel i. 28, where the text has wnn^n, but four MSS. read 
Kin^n ; or, more exactly like our own case, in Isaiah Ix. 9 the text 
has n365'«"l2, but there is a variant n^JWinD, where D has fallen 
out before 2, not the same, but a similar letter. The reading hav- 
ing thus become 11 nb, which would make no sense, the scribe would 
almost automatically read the ^ as 3, the ancient forms being 
almost identical, giving 2)rh, which he would judge to be meant 
for 21CD^, and write accordingly, 2io being an exceedingly familiar 
word. 

Such an explanation being possible, it seems easier to believe 
that it is correct in this case, than to think that the writer of the 
psalm spoilt its perfection as an artificial composition by inten- 
tionally breaking his rule in this one verse. 

Edward H. Suqden. 
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